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The following letter firom Mijor-Qeneral Rawunb, Chief of Staff to General 
Grant, shows the auiheiUie and official character of the work : 

HaADqUABTBBS AbMXBS OF THB XJkITED STATES, 

WAfiEniGVon, August 8th, 1865. 
Prof HsKBT CoppiB : 

Sir,— -With the especial approval of General Grant, I haye the pleasure of 
sending you, herewith, such material as will be of service to you in the prep- 
aration of your History of ** Grant and his Campaigns," and shall be happy to 
give you, at any time, any assistance in my power in securing accuracy and 
completeness in your work. 

I am, Sir, very respectfhlly. 

Your obedient servant, 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Brevet XiOor^toaenl and Chief of Btaff. 
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PREFACE. 



Thk foUowing Military Biography of General UlyBses S. Or ant 
is intended to flffex but an outline of the great events in whidi he 
has borne the most distinguished part As he held an independent 
command of troops in the field, from the beginning of the war— 
the movement upon Corinth only excepted — I have endeavored to 
present his plans, their execution, and the results, without entering 
into the minute details of the battle tactics ; giving only so much 
of these as u necessary to enable the reader to imd^stand the 
general's purposes and achievements. 

In writing the life of a subordinate commander^ we should gain 
in detail, but lose in com{»:ehension| — dwelling more upon what he 
did, than upon the relations sustained to other men and movements 
on the field ; but it is different here. Orant's life requires a glance 
at every part of the field of Pittsburg Landing $ the great outline 
of the Yicksburg campaign ; a ;»ummary of the splendid military 
successes at Chattanooga: After his appointment as commander-in- 
chief, all parts of the vast theatre of operations must be considered ; 
while, as he made his headquarters with the Army of the Potomac^ 
and personally directed it^ more stress must be laid upon the move- 
ments of that army than upon others. 

I have said thus much by way of self-vindication, should any 
reader — especially some gallant soldier — ^fail to'find as many battle 
pictures, and as much of the movements of the lesser organizations, 
as he had expected. I could not neglect the philosophy of Grant's 
History, and there was not space for both. 

In describing his earlier campaigns, I have had recourse to much 
faller material than in the latter portions. The reports of many 
subordinate commanders, Union and Confederate, have been pub- 
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4 PREFACE. 

lished, and there are even critical commentaries upon these, which 
guard the historian against error. But in the latter parts, there is 
yet great dearth of detail I have been obliged to depend, for the 
connected outline, tipon the masterly — I may say, model — report of 
Oeneral Grant ; and for details to sucn materials as had been re- 
ceived, not even including extended reports of the corps-commanders. 

It is not improbable, therefore, that, for want of such corrective 
matter in the details, I may have made occasional mistakes, in 
Spite of my best efforts to avoid doing so. 

When such errors are pointed out, they shall be corrected. 

I must express my hearty thanks to Oeneral Grant for his kind- 
ness in sanctioning my attempt to portray his military career, and 
to Major-General Rawlins for his invaluable assistance in furnish- 
ing materials without which the work could not have been written. 
Most of this material could not have been otherwise obtained. For 
its use, and the form in which it is presented, I alone am re- 
sponsible. 

To my friend, Oaptain Thomas Mitchell, of Philadelphia, late a 
staff-officer in the Army of the Potomac, I am indebted for valuable 
assistance in collecting notes, and in transcribing some of the 
earlier portions of the work. 

I shall be amply paid for my labors, which have been arduous, 
if my isimple narrative shall prove to the world the truth of the 
opinion, already .very widely entertained, that Grant is the first 
soldier of the age, and the most distinguished American of the 
Regenerated Republic. ij n 

BSOBBCBSB 1, 1865. 



PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION. 

Ths pablishers having annoanced to the aathor their intention to issne 
a new edition, he has felt it a duty to them, as well as to himself and to tlio 
public, to correct all errors which have been pointed out to him, or which 
he has been able to discover. He has also availed himself of published 
material which has appeared since the work was written, especiallj in cor- 
recting and amending the latter portions. 

June, 1868. 
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Fbom profound peace to civil war ! In an instant, with no 
premonitions tliat we conld regard, — so often had the threat 
been made, and the promise not made good, — ^the poetical toc- 
sin sounded historically for America in the first gun, fired with 
great joy and gratitude by the venerable Edmund Ruffin,* of 
Yirginia, against the devoted band of seventy patriot soldiers, 
whom, by a providential policy, and in spite of an effete ad- 
ministration. Major Robert Anderson had placed in Fort 
Sumter. This was a strong work of the ^Jnited States, built 
with government money on government property, in Charles- 
ton harbor, for the occupation of which South Carolina, even 
after her unlawful secession, had not even the shadow of a 
State-rights' claim. Foul as was the deed, it was needed to 
awake the nation to its self-respect and self-preservation. The 

* ''The fint ghoi at Fart Sumter, frcm StevenB* Battery, was fired hj the 
Tenenble Edmund Buffin, of Virginia."— ifao York Sarald, April 18, 1861. 
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loyal masses rose at fhe sound. Men of all social grades, all 
Qpcnpations, almost all shades of politics, felt that the crisis, 
long prophesied, but never ^foUy expected, had indeed come ; 
and that the nation must now and at once awake, arise, or be 
forever fallen. Supine before, only anxious to avert the horrid 
scourge of a desolating civU '^ar, many true patriots would 
have been held back by sentiments of humanity from proceed- 
ing to extremities with the rebellious States ; and had not the 
Sumter cowardice been perpetrated, we might still have been 
ruled by a Southern oligarchy, representing neither the best 
men nor the masses of the 3outh, and we would have been 
subjected to the vaporings and hectorings with which South 
Carolina regaled the country for so man;^ years, until the sub- 
version of our (Government, undertaken in some other more 
prudent and politic manner, should have occurred. 

The gage of battle thus thrown down was the best thing for 
the United States Government. It placed the seceding States, 
by their own action, out of the pale of the constitution. They 
had said : " We ask no rights from you ; we declare the Union 
dissolved ; the constitution, for us, annulled ; we will maintain 
our own rights." It put us, too, in our true position, as men 
contending no longer for a dogma or a whim, but for the sal- 
vation of the coimtry. Every true patriot, even though he • 
had been a pro-slavery democrat, found now no longer South- 
em friends to aid in what they considered the maintenance 
of their legal rights ; but Southern traitors and armed rebels 
to conquer, and either bring back to their allegiance, or de- 
stroy, root and branch, with all the causes and all the institu- 
tions whence the treason and the rebellion had sprung. Their 
armies were to be beaten, their territory retaken, their prop- 
erty confiscated, and finally, if necessary, their slaves eman- 
cipated. This was, from the first, the true and simple logic of 
the war ; and to this, as the alternative of victory, the rebels 
set their seal and subscription when the venerable Edmund 
Buffin fired the first gun at Fort Sumter. Of course they ex« 
pected to succeed ; but failing of this, they had a right to ex*- 
pect nothing less than what has ^^PP^T^^^,,,,,^Coog\e ' 
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The reyerberation of Kuffin's cannon went rolling orer the 
land. It leaped the Blue Eidge, screamed through its wild 
passes, traversed the valleys of tributary streams, and poured 
in unabated thunder-tones upon the banks of the Mississippi. 
Everywhere it roused the patriots to action. The country 
sprang to its feet. The whole nation, but yesterday a people 
of compromisers and deprecators of civil war, now flew to 
anns. Volunteering was the order of the day : the enthusiasm 
was unbounded. Old men, with spectacles, and in unsightly 
jackets, nearly killed themselves at nightly home-guard drills 
in academies of music, concert-rooms, and town-halls ; small 
boys formed light-infantry companies; women made haver- 
sacks and havelocks — the latter of no earthly use except to 
awaken, or rather keep aJive, a spirit of patriotic labor ; and 
aen, in the bloom of youth and prime of manhood, flocked to 
ike rendezvous to take the field. 

It is true we did not know how to fight : we had no generals 
to lead us, except some old relics of our former wars. That 
fine old veteran. General Scott, had passed his seventieth 
year, and, from the effects of old woimds, was in no condition 
to take the field. Our army was but " the skeleton of the Forty- 
eighth," an army only in name ; our volunteers were willing, 
but entirely ignorant ; our regulars had not been drilled at 
brigade manceuvres, and the officers knew little about them. 
• In most cases, before the waf^ there were not sufficient troops 
at the garrison posts to drill at battalion manoeuvres. ISo one 
knew how extensive the theatre of war was to be : on what a 
scale the rebels had been preparing to carry it on : what we 
should need in the way of an army, of supplies and mimitions 
of war. We were certain of one thing ; and that was, that we 
were deficient in every thing. Even the strategic features of 
the country — ^unlike those of Europe, where every httle rivulet 
and mountain-spur has been fought over, and has its military 
place in history — ^had never been studied. Perhaps it was in- 
cident to this state of things that statesmen spoke oracularly 
of *''i» war," or "one effective blow," or "sixty days," for 
whioh to discount the struggle. But in spite of their predio- 
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tions the storm grew apace, and, in the midst of obscnrity, we 
blundered on in ignorant and absurd experiments. Speak but 
of a. man who could aid us, suggest a hero, and the people 
turned to him with the blind worship of helpless fear. Not 
what he had done, but what he was going to do, made him il- 
lustrious : he was already a new incarnation of the god of war ; 
a sec(Mid Napoleon come to battle. It is both needless and 
useless now to demonstrate how unjust this was to those thus 
bepraised, and what sore humiliation it was to bring upon the 
worshippers. But there was no calm judgment then; the 
danger was imminent, the need urgent, the fear great. At 
last the lightning fell, and Bull Run was followed by a horror 
of great darkness over the land, — the darkest hour before the 
dawn. 

The truth is, there was no ma^i at that time in America who 
could grasp the colossal problem ; no man on either side. We 
were babes in miUtary practice ; our armies and our generals 
needed educatipn from the Tery elementary principles, and 
especiaUy that education of disasters which Marmont declares 
to be the very best of all. The Qrant of Belmont could not 
have fought the battle of Pittsburg Landing ; and it needed 
the practice of Yicksburg and Chattanooga to fit him for the , 
terrible struggles of the campaign from the Bapidan. 

Months and years passed, and we became gradually enlight- 
ened ; our troops became veterans, and our leaders, when the ' 
lists were carefully sifted, became generals. None are now 
inyested with honors who have not fully earned them; and 
we stand to-day at the open portals of that glorious peace 
which our defenders have achieved, ready to accord to them 
intelligent praise in proportion to their real merits. And thus 
we reach the life and history of General Grant, one of the 
many who rushed to the field when Buffin's cannon sounded 
the alarm— a graduate of West Point, educated, indeed, as a 
subordinate officer, btit not as a general ; to be educated as a 
general in and by the war. His career, beginning with the 
Sumter gun, is in itself an epitome of the war, and marks its 
grandest epoch, when armed rebellion threw down its weapons, 
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and the conntty, mare by his power than by thai of any other 
individual man, stood new-bom, with a giant's strength, and, 
in the often quoted words of Curran, never elsewhere so 
appficable, *' redeemed, regenerated, and disenthralled, by 
the irresistible genius of universal emancipation." 
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Grant's early Idstory needs but little comment. It bears' 
no important relation to his after career, although it is 
in no way disconsonant to it. Bom of respectable parents 
to the honorable sturdy life of the West; he needs no exhibi- 
tion of long descent to inaugurate his history. If Napoleon 
could rebuke the genealogist who was creating for him a "pedr 
igree, with the words, *' Friend, my patent dates from Monte 
Notte," Grant may claim his American nobility from Fort 
Donelson. 

On the one hand, aU efforts to establish an aristocratic de- 
scent and a remarkable childhood for such a man are dis- 
honest and absurd; and, on the other hand, aU attempts to 
make his antecedents very humble and his childhood very 
hard, in order to exalt his after-life, are disgusting. The one 
is absurdly European, and the other belongs to the "new 
American school of biography," the tendency of which is to 
make boys despise their fathers, that they may the more thor- 
oughly respect themselves.* 

We may, however, place on record what is truthfully known 
^of his family and childhood, being sure that there is noth- 

* See an exoeUent article, by GaU EdmiUon, in " SkinxiisheB and Sketches," 
in which, with the vindictiyeneaB of Herod, she daughters the ** Bobbin Boys," 
" Verry Bojb," ** Errand Boys," " Tanner Boys/' etc., etc Let us hope she 
has killed aU the *' innooenta." ^ , 

Digitized by VjOOQ l6 




CHILDHOOD AND CAD! 

ing in Granl^B past upon which he does^ 
pnde. 

It is not without interest, moreover, in such a biography to 
know that he comes of a good fighting stock. His great- 
gprandfather was a captain, and his grandfather a soldier in 
OUT earlier wars. The former was killed at the battle of White 
PlfdnB in 1766, and the latter did good service ia the Bevo- 
IntLon. Jesse B. Ghrant, lus father, was bom in Westmoreland 
Co., Penn., in 1794. In 1806, his father died,. and Jesse, then 
an orphan of eleven years, was apprenticed to a tanner. We 
need not trace the wanderings of Jesse Grant, with his mother 
and family, from Pennsylvania to Maysviile, ia Kentucky, 
then to Bavenna, thence to Ohio. The country was in a dis- 
ordered state by reason of British intrigue with Indian bar- 
barity ; in many parts the climate was unhealthy, aod so we 
find him, after many changes to better his lot, residing at 
Point Pleasant, Clermont County, Ohio. 

Grant's mother was Hannah Simpson, the daughter of John 
Simpson. She was bom in Montgomery County, Pennsyl- 
vania ; but removed with her father and family to Clermont 
County, Ohio,'in 1818, where, in June, 1821, she married Jesse 
B. Grant Ten months after, on the twenty-seventh of April, 
1822, their first child, known to the world as ULtssES Simpson 
Gbant,* was bom in a small one-story cottage, still standing 
on the banks of the Ohio, commanding a view of the river and 
of the Kentucky shore. ^ 

From what we know of Gh*ant's parents — ^the probity, energy, . 
and hard labor of his father ; the consistent Christian charac- 
ter, kind heart, and devotion to her family displayed by his 
excellent mother — we have another beautiful illustration of the 
moral heritage of children, and another proof that God shows 
mercy and gives great reward to them that love Him, to many 
generations. 

* His fiLther tells ns that his name was Biram Ulysus, but that his cadet 
wanant was made out far Uly99M Sidney; that he aeoepted the name while 
at West Point, onlj changing it to Ulysaei Simpaon, in honor of his mother, 
when lie giadnated. 
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Many stories are told, of course, exhibiting the sturdy 
character of young Grant, and his resources under difficulties, 
but none betokening, in a remarkable degree, the character 
of his future career. It is said that, upon proper occasion, he 
could be pugnacious ; that he was not outwitted in a bargain ; 
and that he contriyed means of overcoming difficulties whicb. 
would have checked other boys. In the same way, the 
biographers of Napoleon have fotmd the types of his after-life 
in his lording it over his elder brother Joseph, and in his 
bravery in attacking snow forts. 

Grant was sturdy, strong, and cool, as many other boys are , 
but up to the time of his first entering into service, no events 
or actions of his life were the heralds pt his present greatness. 
The quaUties undoubtedly were there, but latent ; and of what 
has evoked them in most men, ambition, he seems to have 
none. 

The education of the boy was quite limited, like that of most 
Western boys in moderate circumstances. There was hard 
work to do, in which the son must help the father, and so it was 
only in the midwinter months that he could attend the village 
school What he learned, however, he learned well ; and he 
acquired with the elements of knowledge, not only a basis, 
but, what is of far more importance, an ardent desire for a full 
education. 

By the time Grant was seventeen. West Point had acquired 
great fame throughout the country ; it was known by its fruits ; 
its elev€8 were gentlemen of high education and noble bearing. 
In civic life they were eagerly sought after to take the lead in 
railway engineering and industrial pursuits. They were the 
chief men in all miUtia organizations ; indeed, the military * 
knowledge of the coimtry was almost as much confined to them 
as the esoteric meaning of the Egyptian mysteries had formerly 
been to the priests. It was also known that there a boy, with- 
out the necessary means, could obtain the best education 
which the country could aflford, not gratuitously, but more 
than that — ^he would be paid for learning, trained and main- 
tained as a gentleman, and wpuld receive at the last a high; 
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self-Bastaimng position — a commission in the army. To such 
a jonth as Grant, it offered a splendid chance ; and so appli- 
cation was made to the Honorable Thomas L. Hamer, of 
Grant's congressional district, who gave him the appoint- 
ment. Thus, with a good basis of hard, self-reliant, and eager 
boyhood, he was admitted to the preliminary examination, 
and entered the Military Academy on the first of July, 1839.* 
Such are the details, which would hate had no importance 
whatever had it not been for subsequent events. 

Even a step further we may follow him without any tempta- 
tion to worship the incipient hero. His scholarship at West 
Point was respectable, and no more. He went through the 
entire course, like his classmates, no cadet being allowed any 
option.t From September to June, the cadets are in barracks, 
studying, riding, and fencing in the riding-haU, and, in fine 
weather, drilling in the afternoons at infantry : from June to 
September, they encamp upon the plain, and their time is 
entirely employed in drills of every kind, guard duty, pyro- 
techny, and practical engineering. 

In his cadet studies, Grant had something to contend with, 
in the fact of his own lack of early preparation, and the 
superior preparation of most of his competitors, who had been 
oyer a part of the course before they entered. Among these 
were William B. Franklin, who stood at the head of the class ; 
Roswell 8. Eipley, not famous for his " History of the Mexi- 
can War" (written in the interest of General Pillow, and to 
injure General Scott), but quite infamous for firing with great 
rapidily upon the burning Sumter, which the devoted garrison 
were trying to extinguish ; Bufus Ingalls, the excellent quarter- 
master-general of the Army of the Potomac ; Joseph J. Rey- 
nolds, late commander in Arkansas ; CJhristopher C. Augur, 
long in command at Washington ; the rebel General Franklin 
Gardner, who surrendered Port Hudson to Banks when Grant 

* The preliminaiy examination ifi extremal/ simple — reading, spelling, 
^ting, and arithmetic tkrough decimal fractions. 

f In onr da/, it was only the prfA section of each daas who learned somo- 
thing more than was required of the rest. g,.^^^ ^^ GoOgl 
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hftd taken Yic^tsbtirg ; and others, to whom we design no dis- 
credit by not mentioning them. Thirty-nine of the one hun- 
dred and more idio had been appointed in 1839, graduated 
In 1843. Grant stood in the middle of the class, twenty-^first 
on Ihe list 

^e honor of being his comrade for two years at &e Acad- 
emy enables me to speak more intelligently, perhaps, than 
tiiose of ^* the new school,*' who., have invented the most ab- 
surb stories to illustrate his cadet-life. I rem^nber him as a 
plain, commonnsense, straight-forward yonth^ quiet, calm, 
thonghtfal, and nnaggressive ; shnnning notoriety ; quite con- 
tented, while others were gnunbling; taking to his military 
duties in a very business-like manner ; not a prominent man 
in iiie corps, but refipectod by all, and very popular with his 
friends. His sobriquet ot Vnde 8am was given to him there, 
where orery good-fdlow has a nidmame, from these very 
qualities ; indeed, he was a very uncle4ike sort of a youth. 
He was then and always an excellent horseman, and his 
picture rises before me as I write, in the old torn coat,* obso- 
lescent leather gig-top, loose riding pantaloons, with spurs 
buckled over them, going with his clanking sabre to the drill- 
halL He exhibited but litUe enthusiasm in any tibing : his 
best standing was in the mathematical branches, and their 
appUcataon to tactids and military engineering. 

If we again dwell upon the fact that no <me, even of his 
most intimate friends, dreamed of a great future for him, it is 
to add that, looking back now, we must confess that the 
possession of many excellent qualities, and ihe entire absence 
of all low and mean ones, establish a logical sequence from 
first to last, and illustrate, in a novel manner, the poet's fancy 
about — 

** The baby figures of tlie giant 
Of things to come at large/' 



* Biding-jackets, if we remember rightly, had not then been lasued, and 
the cadets always wore their seediest rig into the-sweat and dost of the riding 
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the germs of those xjualities whicli are found in be&titifal com- 
bination in "Wordsworth's " Happy Warrior :" 

** The ^nerotLS spirit who, when brought » , 

Among the tasks of leal life, hath wrought 
Upon the plan that pleased his infant thought. 

And at this point of view, as we find the Western boy, after 
the compacting, instructing, developing processes of West 
Point, coming forth a man, ready for the stem realities of 
American life, we may pause to point him out to our American 
youth as an example henceforth to be followed ; then, as now, 
a character which, in the words of a friend, "betrayed no 
trust, falsified no word, violated no rights, manifested no 
tyranny, sought no personal aggrandizement, complained of 
no hardship, displayed no jealousy, oppressed no subordinate ; 
but, in whatever sphere, protected every interest, upheld his 
flag, and was ever known by his humanity, sagacity, courage, 
and honor." What more can be claimed for any young man? 
What for the greatest of captains ? 

He left West Point as brevet second-lieutenant in the Fourth 
In&ntry ; and with his army life we begin another chapter in 
his history. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



24 GRANT AND HIS^ CAMPAIGNS. 



CHAPTER in. 
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On the 1st of July, 1843, Grant began lus army service as 
brevet second-lieutenant in the Fourth Infantry. The expla- 
nation of this is, that there being no vacancy in the infantiy 
arm,, all graduated cadets are thus attached, in the order of 
merit, to regiments, as supernumerary officers, each to aveait 
a vacancy in his turn. The regiment was then at JefTerson 
Barracks, near St. Louis, Missouri ; butj^. in the summer of 
1844, it was removed to Natchitoches, Louisiana, and as the 
Mexican plot thickened, in 1845, it was sent to Corpus Christie 
to Watch the Mexican army then concentrating upon the 
frontier. Grant was made a full second-lieutenant in the 
Seventh Begiment, on the 80th of September, 1845. But he 
had formed an attachment for the Fourth, and applied to re- 
main in it : this was granted by the War Department. He 
was fortunate enough to be at Palo Alto and Besaca, May 6 
and 7, 1846 — the trial fights of the American army against a 
civilized enemy, after thirty years of peace ; and he participated 
in the bloody battle of Monterey, September 23, 1846. His 
regiment was soon after called away from General Taylor's 
command, to join General Scott in his splendid campaign from 
Vera Cruz to Mexico, two hundred and seventy-two miles in 
the heart of the enemy's -country. He was at the siege and 
capture of Vera Cruz, March 29, 1847 ; and on" April 1, pre- 
paratory to the advance, he was appointed regimental quarter- 
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cnaster, a post which he held dxuing the remainder of the war. 
It is a position requiring system and patience, and drawing a 
small additional pay ; it is usually conferred npoQ some solid, 
energetic, painstaking officer, not necessarily one remarkable 
for dash and valor. Being in charge of the regim/ental 
equipage and trains, the quartermaster may, without impro- 
priety, remain with these during actual battle, as we have 
known many to do. It is therefore recorded, as greatly to 
the praise of Grant, that he always joined his regiment in 
battle, and shared their fighting. At Molino del Bey, Septem- 
ber 8, 1847, he was distinguished, and was brevetted firsts 
Keutenant for his services. This brevet, however, owing to the 
&ct of his becoming a full first-lieutenant by the casualties of 
that battle, he declined. At Chapultepec, September 13, 
1847, Grant joined, with a few of his men, some detachments 
of the Second Artillery, under Captain Horace Brooks, in an 
attack on the enemy's breastworks, served a mountain howit- 
zer and hastened the enemy's retreat, and ** acquitted himself 
most nobly under the observation" of his regimental, brigade, 
and division commanders.* 

For this action Grant received the brevet of captain for 
" gallant and meritorious conduct," awarded in 1849, but not 
confirmed until 1850, 

His first-lieutenancy dated from September 16, 1847. It 
must not be supposed that these services during the Mexican 
war are now dressed up to assimilate with his after-career. 
He was really distinguished in that war above most of those 
of his own rank.t 
' i' ■ ' 

* Bee Gtoeral Worth's, laentenant-Golonel Garland's, and Migor Franda 
Lee'i reports of that battle. 

t During our residence at the capital I heard a " hone-story" about Grant, 
wUch has not appeared in the books, bnt which is, at least, trae. He was an 
•dmirable horseman, and had a very spirited horse. A Mexican gentleman, 
with whom he was upon friendly terms, asked the loan of his horse. Grant 
said afterwards, " I was afraid ho could not ride him, and yet I knew if I said 
a word to that oflfect, the snspidoas Spanish natnre would think I did not wish 
to lend him." The result was, that the Mexican mounted him, was thrown 
befon he had gone twol>lock8, and killed on the spot. ^ , 
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Upon the dose of the war by the treaty promulgated in 
April, 1848, the Fourth Infantry was sent first to New Tork^ 
and then to the Northern frontier, and for some time Orant 
served in the command of his company, first at Detroit, and 
then at Sackett's Harbor. 

In August, 1848, he married Miss Dent, sister of his class* 
mate, Frederick J. Dent, who resided in St. Louis. 

Incident to the acquisition of California and the wonderfaf 
discoveries of gold, troops were more necessary on our West- 
ern coast than elsewhere, to protect the emigrants and the new 
Pacific settlements from the depredations of the Indians. The 
Fourth Infantry was therefore ^ ordered to Oregon, in the 
autumn oM851, and one battalion, with which brevet Captain 
Grant was serving, was ordered to Fort Dallas, where he saw 
some service against the Indians. 

After a two years' absence from his family, and with but 
little prospect of promotion in those " dull and piping times 
of peace," Grant having been promoted to a full captaincy in 
August, 1853, resigned his commission in July 31, 1854, and 
set forth to commence life anew as a citizen. That he tried 
many shifts does not betoken a fickle or volatile nature, but 
simply the invention which is bom of necessity. As a small 
farmer, near St., Louis, and a dealer in wood, he made a pre- 
carious living : as a money collector he did no more, having 
neither the nature to bully nor the meanness to wheedle the 
debtors. He could not 

" Crook the pregnant hinges of the knee, 
That thrift may follow &wning/' 

He is said also to have played the auctioneer ; but in this 
branch, unless he made longer speeches than he has since 
done, he could achieve no success. 

In 1860 he entered into partnership with his father, who 
had been prosperous in the tanning business, in a new leather 
and saddlery store in Galena, Illinois. Here, in a place which 
had a growing trade with Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota, 
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the indnsiayy good sense, and honesty of Grant did at length 
achieve a certain and honorable success, and, had the rebellion 
not broken ont, he would haye had a local reputation in the 
firm of Jesse B. Grant, as an admirable judge of leather, per- 
haps mayor of Galena, with a thoroughly well-mended sidewalk, 
Tisited always with pleasure by his old army friends trayelUng 
westward, but never heard of by the pubKc. His greatest 
success had been achieved in the army ; his Mexican ^expe- 
rience gave glimpses of a fature in that line ; he needed only 
opportunity, and he was to have it abundantly. Here, then, 
we mark a new epoch in his life — a sudden plunge, unex- 
pected and unheralded — 

" The tonent'B smootlmess ere it dash below." 



Li.j:iAicy -, 
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OHAPTEE IV. 

BELMONT. ^ 

Bfbvot of the vkwb oh Gbakt.— a Democbat before trb war.— An xjuqvai^ 
xfied war-man now. ~ raises a comfamt. — doe8 good service a8 muster- 
ING OFFICER.— Colonel, of the Twenty-first Illinois.— MARCiiES. — AcTiNa 

BRIGADIER AT CAIRO. — THE VALUE <^F CAIRO. — TQE REBEL STRATEGY. — EXPB- 

DiTioN TO Belmont.— Fremont's orders.— Folk at Columbus.— The battle. 
—Success.- £nemy eiminforced.— Grant withdraws.- Comments. 

It may be easily conceived how the treachery of Southera 
leaders, the secesiion of South Carolina, and the bombard- 
ment effort Sumter affected Grant. A decided Democrat, 
before the war, he had, in his limited sphere, been in favor of 
conceding to the South all its rights, perhaps more ; but when 
the struggle actually began, his patriotism and military ardor 
were aroused together. As a~ patriot, he was determined to 
support his Government and uphold his flag ; and as a soldier, 
he saw opening before him a career of distinction for which 
he had been educated, and in which he had already, in some 
degree distinguished himself. In April he helped to raise a 
company in his own neighborhood, and, in May, repaired to 
Springfield, and tendered his services to (Governor Yates, to 
whom he had been recommended by a member of Congress 
from his State. It was not long before the governor made 
use of Grant's experience in organizing the State troops. 
He was appointed a mustering-officer of the State, and pro- 
ceeded to the difficult task of mustering the three-months' 
men, which, amidst much confusion, he accomplished by his 
indefatigable energy. While on a brief visit to his father, at 
Covington, Kentucky, Grant received a commission from the 
governor as colonel of the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, 
three-months' men. They subsequently enlisted, owing to 
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/ 
th&T confidence in bim, one thousand shong, for tliree years' 
service. Grant's first concern was to drill and discipline his 
regiment, which soon became marked for its excellent order. 
He took command of the regiment at Springfield, Illinois^ and 
superintended their driQ ; and, not long after, he marched 
them, in default of railroad transportation, one hundred and 
twenty miles, to Quincy, on the Mississippi, which was sup- 
posed to be in danger. Thence he moved, under orders, to 
defend the line of the Hannibal and Hudson EaUroad, from 
Hanmbal and Quincy, on the Mississippi, to St. Joseph ; and 
here coming iato contact with other regiments, his military 
knowledge and experience pointed to him, although the 
youngest colonel, as the commander of the combined forces. 
As acting brigadier-general of this force, his headquarters, on 
the 31st of July, 1861, were at Mexico, Missouri We need 
not detail the marches of Grant's regiments in the ** District 
of Northern Missouri*' — as General Pope's command was 
called — to Pilot Knob, and Ironton, and Jefferson City, to de- 
fend the river against the projected attacks of Jeff. Thomp- 
son. In August he received his commission as brigadier- 
general of volunteers, to date from May 17. He was seven- 
teenth in a list of thirty-four original appointments of that 
date. He was ordered to proceed to'^Cairo, and there, with 
two brigades, he took command of the important strssktegic 
territory entitled "The District of Southeast Missouri," ia- 
chiding both banks of the Mississippi Eiver, from Cape Girar- 
deau to New Madrid, and on the Ohio it included the whole 
of Western Kentucky. A glance at the map diBcloses the 
strategic importance of Cairo, as a base of operations for a 
southern advance, and of vital importance iu the line of de- 
fence for the extensive and rich country lying between the 
Ohio and the Mississippi. It is especially valuable for river 
expeditions, the transportation of supplies, and the equipment 
of a gunboat fleet. The parallel flow of the Tennessee and 
Cumberland northward into the Ohio also includes a most 
important portion of West Kentucky, which Grant saw at a 
glance was to become the scene of immediate hostiUties. 
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Grant was now in his element ; he not only accomplished 
with alacrity what he was ordered to do, but he made work 
for his troops. He at once displayed that energy which he 
has never abated for an instant during the war. 

The attempted and absurd neutrality of Kentucky was one* 
sided ; it was to keep Union troops away and let rebels 
attack.* ^ The latter were not slow in availing themselves of 
this privilege. Seizing, first Hickman, and then Columbus 
and Bowling Green, and fortifying the Tennessee at Fort 
Henry, and the Cumberland at Fort Donelson, they estab- 
lished a first strong line from the Mississippi to Yirginia in 
the "neutral" State of Kentucky.t Grant followed their 
•lead, and, on the 6th of September, with a strong force, oc- 
cupied Paducah, where the Tennessee empties into the Ohio, 
much to the chagrin of the secessionists there, who were 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of a large rebel force. In the 
same manner he occupied Smithland, near the mouth of the 
Cumberland, and thus made two vital moves in the game 
in which he was to cry checkmate at Fort Donelson. These 
points vfere also valuable to the rebels as gateways of sup- 
plies. From the places now occupied. Grant at once busied 
himself in making nimaerous reconnoissances in evfery direc- 
tion, until at length he was ready to try his " 'prentice hand** 
• upolf the rebels. When all was ready, he moved down the 
river to Belmont, opposite Columbus, and there the first 
battle took place. The origin of that movement may be 
tjius briefly stated. 

General Fremont, under date November 1, 1861, directed 
Grant to make demonstrations " along both sides of the" river 
^— — — — . — 

* And yet this neatrality was leproached by the rebels. See Pollard's " First 
Year of tbe War," p. 183. 

f On the 5tbof September, Grant infonned Fremont by telegram that .the 
rebels bad invaded the State, and that he i/ras " nearly ready for Padncah, 
should not a telegram arrive preventing the moyement." Receiving no word 
from Fremont, he loft Cairo on the night of the 5th, and occupied Paducah on 
the morning of the 6th. On the same day he published a clear, patriotic, and 
humane proclamation to the citizens. 
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iowsK^B 01uirIe^ion, Norfoli, and Blandville." On the 2d, he 
was thus hiformed by Fremont : " Jeff. Thompson is at In- 
dian's Ford of ihe St. Fraiigois Eiver, twenty-five miles below 
GreenTiIle, with about three thousand men. Colonel Carlin 
has started with a force from Pilot Enob. Send a force from 
Cape Qirardeau and Bird's Point to assist Carlin in driving 
Thompson into Arkansas." Incident to these instructions. 
Grant sent Oglesbj, on the 3d, with the Eighth Illinois, four 
companies of the Eleventh Illinois, the whole of the Eighteenth 
and Twenty-ninth, and three companies of cavalry, to go to 
Commerce, Missouri, thence to Sikeston, and pursue Jeff. 
Ihompeon (in conjunction with> a force from Ironton). Oil 
che 5th he was informed that Polk was re-enforcing Price's 
army from Columbus. In this complication of circumstances 
he determined to threaten Columbus and attack Belmont. 
Oglesby was deflected to New Madrid, and Colonel W. H. L. 
Wallace sent to re-enforce him. The object of the attack then 
was to cut off the lehA line in Kentucky from Price's forces 
in Missouri, and also to xeep Polk from interfering with the 
detachments Grant had sent oat in pursuit of Jeff. Thompson. 
Grant directed General C. F. Smitn to make h demonstration 
upon Columbus from Paducah, aud vhen himself sent down a 
small force on the Kentucky side to Eihcott's Mills, about 
twelve miles from Columbus. Having taken these precau- 
tions to deceive the enemy, he embarked his expeditionary 
force at Cairo on the 6th of November — ^tfaxte thousand one 
hundred and fourteen men,* chiefly Illinois /volunteers, with 
the Seventh Iowa, upon four boats, convoyed bj vhe gunboats 
Lexington, Captain Stembel, and Tyler, Captain Walker, the 
gunboats in advance. Moving with due caution, they reached 
Island No. 1, eleven miles above Columbus, that night, and 
lay against the Kentucky shore. It was then he he.ird that 
Polk was crossing troops to Belmont to cut off Oglesb/. The 



* McClcrnand's brigade (Twenty-seventh, Thirtieth, Thirty-first Ulii oie) with 
cavalry. Doiigherty'g brigade (Twenty-second Illinois, Seventh Iowa). - Chranta 
Bmud Report, June 26, 1865. 
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next morning he moved to Hnnter's t^oint, three miles above 
Bebnont, on the Missouri shore, where his troops were landed 
and formed into column of attack. 

The rebel forces at Columbus were commanded by Major- 
General Leonidas Polk, a bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, the purity of whose lawn is forever stained with blood 
drawn by carnal weapons ; a weak but brave man, but one 
whose West Point education was at least worth something to the 
rebel cause. Polk had posted a small force on the right bank, 
to keep open his communications ; and, as soon as he had wind 
of Qxant's movement, and Smith's demonstration to Maysfield, 
he expected an attack on Columbus, or at least in Kentucky. 
Indeed, until the close of the engagement, he apprehended an 
attack in his rear. 

Grant's movement took him somewhat by surprise. From 
the point of debarkation, one battalion having been left as a 
reserve near the transports, the troops were marched by flank 
towards Behnon^and drawn up in line of battle two miles 
from Belmont* Skirmishers were then thrown forward, who 
soon encountered Colonel Tappan's rebel force, consisting of 
three regiments, re-enforced by Pillow with three more, and 
the general engagement took place. Deploying his entire 
force as skirmishers. Grant drove the enemy back, fighting 
from tree to tree, for about two miles, until he reached the 
intrenched camp protected by slashed timber as an abatis. 
In rear of this, opposing our left, were the Thirteenth Arkansas 
and the Ninth Tennessee ; and on the right was Beltzhoover's 
battery of seven guns and Colonel Wright's regiment. This did 
not check our impetuous advance. Charging over the obstacle 
with great ardor, our men drove the enemy to the river-bank, 
and many of them into their transports, and we were in posses- 
sion of every thing.* But as Belmont is on low ground, en- 

* The rebel excuse is, that they were out of ammanition ; good, but not new. 
Pollard sajrs : " In this movement PUlow's line was more or leas broken, and 
his corps mingled together, so that when they reached the river-baiik they 
had the appearance of a mass of men, rather than an organised coips." — Mni 
Tear, p. 201. 
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tirelj Gommanded by £he gans from Oolninbiis, it was manifest 
that the ground thus gained could not be held, and therefore 
Grant fired the encampment, burning tents, blankets, and 
stores, and began his return movement with captured artillery, 
prisoners, and horses. But the end of our success on the field 
had been attained. Major-General Folk, who was now quite 
aUTe to the situation, directed his heaviest guns from Oolum- 
.bus upon our troops? He had already sent oyer three* regi- 
ments in one body, under Generil Pillow; these were sup- 
ported by three others, under General Cheatham, which 
landed some distance above, between our soldiers and the 
boats. iWher to crush Grant's small force, the bishop, al- 
though sadly afraid of an attack on his rear at Columbus, took 
over two additional regiments in person to aid Pillow's panic- 
stricken force. But by this time Grant was in retreat to his 
boats, and only faced to the right and rear to punish Cheat- 
ham's flankers, and a portion of Pillow's under Colonel Marks, 
who had marched up the river -bank, and endeavored to prevent 
his return to the boats. In that retreat we suffered very 
severely, our troops being hard pressed by overpowering 
numbers. One battalion had been posted in the morning to 
guard the transports. In the hurried retreat, Grant went 
back with one officer to withdraw it, and was almost cap- 
tured. At the last moment he rode his horse upon a plank 
placed from the boat to the shore. At five in the afternoon 
Grant's force had re-embarked, and were on their way to 
Cairo, while the rebels were checked by the fire of our gun- 
boats. We had left two caissons, but had brought off two 
of. the enemy's guns. We had eighty-five killed, three him- 
dred and one (many slightly) wounded, and about ninety-nine 
missing. The- Confederate loss was six hundred and forty- 
two.t Both parties claimed a victory, but on the recovery 
of the field and the pursuit of our retiring columns the rebels 
base their claims to a success, which we need not dispute. 

• Pollard says /our raiments, but we give the rebels the benefit of clergr> 
aa the bishop says three, 
t PpUard, " First Year of the War." 
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Although, in comparison with sabseqn^nt engagements, Bel- 
mont seems a small affiair, it has an importance peculiarly 
its own. 

I. It was a cowp d^essai of our new general "While others 
of his rank were playing quite subordinate parts in large 
armies, Grant was making an independent expedition in com- 
mand, outwitting the enemy, burning^ his camp, retreating 
successfully when overpowered, and effecting his purpose in a^ 
most soldierly manner. 

n. Again, 'it was a trial of our new troops in the West, 
and they acquitted themselves so as to elicit the hearty praise 
of their commander and the coimtry. They fought well in 
the attack, from colonels to privates,* in the retreat, and in 
cutting their way through Cheatham's force, and were never 
for a moment discouraged. 

m. The objects of the expedition, — ^to prevent the eiiemy 
from sending a force to Missouri to cut off our detachments 
which were pressing Thompson, and to prevent his re-enforcing 
Price, — ^were fully accomplished. Grant had given him a blow 
which kept him concentrated, lest another might soon follow. 

lY. It demonstrated the weakness of the enemy. It led to 
the victories of Forts Henry andDonelson, and the piercing of 
the rebels' line, which threw it back almost upon the Gidf. 

Of the personal prowess of General Grant, as evinced in 
this battle, it is now needless to speak ; it was of the highest 
order. He, as well as General McClemand, had a horse shot 
under him, and amid the crashing projectiles of heavy guns 
from Columbus and Belmont, and the fatal storm of musketry, 
''the gallant conduct of his troops was stimulated by his 
presence and inspired by his example."t 

* In a letter to his fkther (November 8th) Grant says, " I can say with grati- 
fication, that every colonel, without a single exoepiion, set an example to their 
ocmmands," etc 

f General McClernand's ** Official Report." McClemand had three horses 
shot under him. 

NcTB.— Juie 26, 1865, General Grant submitted to the Secretaiy of War a 
fresh report, to take the place of the old one. 
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— Commzntb on rebel defeat. — On to Donslson.-^Tribute to Commodore 

foOTX. 

The "District of Cairo," to the command of which General 
Grant had been assigned, began now to assume more impor- 
tance, as tiie immediate field of war in the West blazed from 
new points almost dadly, and the thxinder-bursts were answered 
by echoing guns all over the coxmtry. On the 12th of Novem- 
ber, 1861, General Henry Wager HaUeck, of the regular army, 
and second on the list of major-generals, was sent to take 
command of the " Department of Missouri." He had formerly 
been an officer of engineers in our army, but had been for 
some time out of service, as a successful lawyer in San Fran- 
cisco. He was well known as a diligent mihtary student, and 
as a writer upon the mihtary art. His department included 
the States of Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Arkansas, and that portion of Kentucky west of the Cumber- 
land Eiver. This territory he at once divided into 'districts. 
Of this department, the District of Cairo was the most im- 
portant part ; and it was on the 20th of December enlarged, 
so as to include aU the southern part of Illinois, aU that part 
of Kentucky west of the Cumberland Kiver, and the southern 
counties of Missouri south of Cape Girardeau. Confirmed in 
this large command. General Gh-ant at once began to organize, 
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under the direction of General Halleck, for a new movement* 
Cairo was the point of departure, rather than a point d'appuL 
Grant posted his troops at numerous prominent points for 
defence, for conyenience of supplies, and for facilities of re- 
connoissance, and also to deceive the enemy temporarily, 
with reference to his strength. On the 10th of January he 
sent General McClemand, with an expeditionary force of five 
thousand Illinois Yolimteers, 'to penetrate into the interior of 
Kentucky, in the neighborhood of Columbus, and towards 
Mayfield €uid Camp Beauregard. 

This reconnoissance into Keiitucky was made by order of 
Major-General Halleck, and, as it is believed, at the request of 
General Buell, with a view to prevent the enemy, who had 
estabhshed his line, from detaching forces from Columbus and 
the adjacent country to re-enforce the garrisons of Bowling 
Green, against which General Buell was then preparing to move. 
To aid McClemand, General Grant sent down detached 
regiments from time to time to join him ; and, on the 14th, he 
sent the entire divisions of Generals Payne and C. F. Smith 
to act in concert with him. 

General Payne moved from Bird's Point, with the column 
from Cairo, and then, holding Fort Jefferson with a portion 
of his command, supported McClemand in the reconnois- 
sance. General Smith moved from Smithland: Grant him- 
self accompanied the column from Cairo. 

The weather was cold, the roads slippery and muddy, and 
the river filled with floating ice. McClemand occupied Fort 
Jefferson, marched through Blandville, and to within tlie dis- 
tance of a mile from the defences of Columbus. He was recalled 
on the 20th, having discovered new roads and obtained much 
valuable information for a future advance in force. Indeed, 
the results of this rapid and vigorous movement,'especially so 
far as the column from Cairo was concerned, was a minute 
acquaintance with the roads, streams, and general topography 
of the country, which would have been of incalculable value 
had we been compelled to operate directly against Columbus. 
Two ol our gunboats had gone down the river at the same 
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time, and driyen three rebel armed vessels back under the 
shelter of the gnns of Columbus. 

Before attempting to present the succeeding movementSy 
based upon the information obtained from this and other re- 
connoissances, let us glance for a moment at the rebel position. 




OFBBAHOKB IK WJCttl'KUN KENTUOKT. 



Columbus, twenty miles below the mouth of the Ohio, with 
its bluffs two hundred feet high, was strongly fortified by 
heavy batteries which swept the Mississippi above and below. 
The landward defences, at first weak, were being daily 
strengthened ; and the rebel press, calling it the Gibraltar qf 
America^ declared that it would seal the great river, until ^11 
nations should acknowledge the independence of the Southern 
Confederacy. 

To extend their Une eastward, covering Nashville in that 
direction, they had, beginning in August, 1861,' fortified 
Bowling Green, a small place on the Big Barren Biver, but 
naturally well adapted to defence, and of strategic importance 
as being on the Louisville and Nashville Eailroad. The Big 
Barren Biver is at certain seasons navigable for small vessels, 
by the Ohio and Green rivers, from Louisville^ The river is very 
winding in its vicinity, and in all the bends are steep hills 
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which were crowned with lunettes, redans, and even bastioned 
works. 

Important lines in. the strategic problem were the Tennessee 
and Cumberland riyers, flowing in a northerly direction, with 
nearly parallel currents through Kentucky, into the Ohio. The 
Tennessee is navigable at high-water for steamboats to Flor- 
ence, at the foot of Muscle Shoals ; and the Cumberland, on 
the right bank of which Nashville is situated, is navigable 
during high-water for large steamboats to Nashville, about 
two hundred miles from its mouth, and for small steamers 
nearly three hundred miles further. 

To bar the navigation of these streams against the passage, 
of Union troops, supplies, and gunboats, into the very vitals 
of the rebellion, thus cutting it in two places, the rebels had 
erected two strong works, which they boasted to be quite 
sufficient for this purpose. The one on the eastern bank of 
the Tennessee was called Fort Henry : it mounted seventeen 
guns, , and had barracks and tents for fifteen thousand 
men ; and the other, named Fort Donelson, was erected on 
the western bank of the Cumberland, and mounted about 
forty guns. These forts also served immediately to guard the 
railroads from Memphis to Nashville and Bowling Ghreen, and 
the small branch railroad to Dover. The distance between 
Forts Henry and Donelson was twelve miles : a good road 
and telegraph line connected the two. 

Thus an apparently strong, and a certainly well-chosen line, 
was formed, extending from the Mississippi at Belmont and 
Columbus, through Southern Kentucky and Northern Ten- 
nessee to Cumberland Gap, and thence onward by East Ten- 
nessee and Southwestern Virginia to the rebel positions 
around and beyond Bichmond ; and to strengthen this line, 
all troops that could be spared from Virginia had been sent 
by the Confederate government. 

But the old axiom, that '* nothing is stronger than its 
weakest point," was here verified. To break this vaunted 
lino ; to make stronghold after stronghold crumble or dis- 
solve, and to lay down the grand equations for the solution of 
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fatme problems of a higher degree — the clearing of the 
Mississippi and the advance from Chattanooga — ^these were 
the plans of our' GoTemment ; and among the intelligent any 
energetic agents in carrying, them out, none was more so than 
General Grant. We cannot read his hi^ry from first to last 
without being struck with the manifest foresight he has dis- 
played. He goes on from action to action, in logical connec- 
tion, as though each was only a means to an end, the* end 
becoming a new means, until the final goal should be reached. 

During the autimm and early winter, numerous gunboats 
had been built, and many river-boats altered into gunboats, at 
Cairo, St. Louis, and numerous river-towns, by citizens and 
quartermasters, under the general superintendence of Com- 
modore A. H. Foote, of the navy ; and a nufiiber of these were 
now in readiness to co-operate with the army in its advance 
by the rivers into Southern territory. To man them, volun- 
teers were called for among the river-hands and sea-faring 
men who had entered the army, and they, responded readily : 
it was, for a time at least, a popular service, and one that the 
sequel proved to be full of the most romantic adventures. 

Liet us now return for a moment to consider the movements 
of the reconnoitring column of General Grant's army which 
moved from Paducah. These were also of the greatest impor- 
tance. Upon his return, in accordance with Grant's orders, 
Greneral C. F. Smith struck the Tennessee Siver aboftt twenty 
miles below Fort Henry. There he met Commander Phelps, of 
the navy, with a gunboat, patroling the river. After a brief con- 
ference with that energetic officer, Geperal Smith decided to 
get upon the gunboat, and run up for a look at Fort Henry. 

The boat steamed up sufficiency near to draw the enemy's 
fire, and present a just idea of the armament of the work. 
Smith returned at once, and reported to General Grant his 
conviction that, with three or four of " the turtle iron-clads" 
and a strong co-operating land force, Fort Henry might be 
easily captured, if the attack shotdd be made within a short 
time. It was about the 15th of January that Grant for^ 
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warded this report to Halleck. No action having been at 
once taken, General Grant and Flag-Officer Foote sent dis- 
patches, on the 28th of January, asking for permission to 
storm Fort Henry, and hold it as a strong point from which 
to operate in any diction. Time was valuable. General 
Grant wrote an urgent letter to Halleck (dated Cairo, January 
29th), still further explaining his dispatches, and setting forth 
the feasibility and the great importance of this movement. At 
length the desired order came. On the 30th, in the afternoon. 
Grant received a dispatch from Halleck directing him to make 
preparations without delay to take and hold Fort Henry, and 
promising that full instructions should be sent by messenger. 




FOBT HENRY. 



Without for an instant proposing to say that Halleck had 
not blocked out these movements in his own mind, we do say 
that the plans of General Grant, based upon the energetic . 
action of his subordinates, and especially of C. F. Smith, were 
formed and suggested to Halleck in entire ignorance of the 
plans of General Halleck. From the concentration of troops 
in Grant's command it was evident that Halleck intended a 
vigorous move in some direction, but Grant's title to the 
actual plan of movement is at least as good as that of either 
General Halleck or General BueU. 

All preparations having been made, the first point of attack 
designated was Fort Henry. It was an irregular field-work. 
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with five bastions, on the eastern bank of the Tennessee. 
The embrasores were revetted with' sand-bags ; and its arma- 
ment, a large portion of which swept the river below, com- 
prised one sixty-two pounder, one ten-inch colnmbiad, twelve 
thirty-twos, two forty-twos, and one tw«ive-ponnder. Twelve 
of the gnns bore upon the river. 

Both above and |;>elow the fort were creeks, defended by 
rifle-pits and abatis of slashed timber, and around it was 
swampy land with a sheet of back-water in the rear. The 
land approaches are diffictdt, and across the river, which is 
here about half a mile wide, was an unfinished work, begun 
too late, and therefore abandoned, but originally designed to 
aid Fort Henry in stopping the passage of the river. Pan- 
ther Creek, a short distance below the fort, falls into the Ten- 
nessee just abreast of Panther Island. 

The command of this important work, a link in the great 
chain, although, as events proved, a very weak oje, was con- 
fided to Brigadier-General Lloyd Tilghman, of the Confed- 
erate service, with a force of more than three thousand men, 
and with a clear exposition — ^inanifest without words — of the 
importance of his command. Tilghman was of the Maryland 
family of revolutionary repute, a graduate of West Point, and 
a gallant volunteer in our army during the Mexican war. On 
the 6th of May, 1861, as colonel commanding the Western 
Division of " Neutral Kentucky," in an interview with Colonel 
Prentiss at Cairo, he had declared that he had no hSstile pur- 
pose against the Government ; but in less than a year he was 
captured at Fort Henry as a Confederate brigadier, and was 
afterwards killed in the ranks of treason at Baker's Creek, 
near Vicksburg. 

On the morning of Monday, February 2, and after, a quiet 
Sunday at Cairo, Commodore Foote having devotedly invoked 
God's blessing on the expedition, with aU the fervor, but with- 
out the superstition, of a Spanish conquistador, moved up the 
Ohio to Paducah, and thence up the Tennessee. His fleet con- 
sisted of the iron-clad gunboats Cincinnati, Essex, Carondelet, 
and St. Louis, and the wooden boats Lexington, Tyler^ and 
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Conestoga : the Cinciniiati was his flag-ship. By nightfall 
they were in the Tennessee ; and by easy steaming they were 
three or four miles below Fort Henry at daylight on ^esdaj, 
February 3. Caution was necessary, on account of the iufor- 
. mation obtamed from people on the riyer-banks that the 
stream was mined with torpedoes. Foote had the river chan- 
nel dragged with grappling-irons, and succeeded in fishing up 
several, which, however, being imperfectly prepared, would 
have proved harmless. 

Steaming up to within a mile of the fort, the commodore 
fired the first gun from the Cincinnati as she passed the head 
of Panther Island, at half-past twelve o'clock, and from that 
time the bombardment was careful and slow, mostly with cur- 
vated fire, until the fort surrendered. 

And where was Grant's army at this time ? He had moved 
to the combined attack, with the divisions of McClemand and 
C. F. Smith, thus disposed: McClemand, with the First 
Division, landing at Marbury's, three miles below, was to 
move in rear of Hie fort, to occupy the road leading to Dover 
and Fort Donelson, — ^thus to cut off the retreat of the garrison 
and prevent re-enforcements from coming in, and also to be 
"in readiness to charge and take Fort Henry by storm 
promptly on receipt of orders." We quote the words of 
Grant's order of march and battle. 

Two brigades of Smith's (Second) division, landing on the 
west bank, were to reconnoitre and occupy the unfinished 
work, Fort Heiman, and the sturounding eminences, and 
bring their artillery to bear on Fort Henry. The third 
brigade of Smith was to march up the east bank in the track 
of McClemand, and either to support him or form a special 
column of attack on the fort, as circumstances might prompt. 
The orders of General Grant were clear, practicable, and well 
^timed. It was supposed that if the attack by the fleet in 
front began at twelve o'clock of the 6th, the army would be in 
position to co-opetate ; and had the fort made any thing like 
the defence which was anticipated, this would have been the 
case. But the roads were very bad, and Grant moved with 
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proper caotion over gTonnd entirely untried, and in partial 
ignorance of the disposition of the enemy's forces between 
Forts Henry and Donelson. 

But to retam to the gunboats. Constantly steaming slowly 
up towards the fort, and passing Panther Island by the 
western channel, they came into position just below the fort, 
and in a line diagonally across the riyer.. The order of the 
iron-clads, from left to right, was as follows : the Essex, 
Carondelet, Cincinnati, and St. Ltouis. In second line, just 
aboTe Panther Island, were the wooden boats Lexington, 
Conestoga, and Tyler^ 

The firing from the boats was at once warmly responded to 
by the fort, and a terrific cannonade was kepi up ; the naval 
guns, with both direct and curvated fixe, raining in upon the 
terreplein, knocking the sandbag embrasures to pieces, and 
dismoimting several of the guns in the fort. The rifled gun 
in the fort soon bursts, killing three men and disabling many 
others ; the flagstaff is shattered and falls ; seven of the guns 
are dismantled or useless. The garrison becomes discour- 
aged, and at last panic-stricken. The three thousand men 
who were encamped outside scarcely wait for Tilghman's 
orders to save themselves. Some, fearing McClemand's ap- 
proach, make a rapid flight by the upper Dover road, while 
others, seizing a small steamer lying at the mouth of the 
creek above the fort, steam hastily up the river. And thus 
Tilghman is left, with eighty or ninety artillerists, to sur- 
render the work. Meanwhile the metal of the gunboats has 
been fairly put to the test. The Cincinnati, flag-ship, has 
received thirty-one shots; the Essex, sixteen ; the St. Louis, 
seven ; the Carondelet, six. The iron sides of the boats shed 
most of the balls, but the Essex receives one of the shots iu 
her boiler, which results in the wounding and scalding of 
twenty-nine, officers and men, among whom is the intrepid 
commander, W. D; Porter. 

At length, when he had only four guns bearing on the river 
still fit for service ; when his MghtSned garrison had deserted 
him^ leaving only " fifty privates and twenty sick ;" and when 
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he had done a private soldier's service at the middle battery, 
"covered with smoke, and personally pointing the gnns," 
Tilghman hauled down his rebel flag, and ran up a white 
one, at five minutes before two, the action having lasted for 
only one hour and a quarter. 

Grant came up half an hour afterwards, pleased of course 
with the result, but doubtless feeling a soldier's natural dis- 
appointment that the rapidity of the fight had settled the 
matter .before the arrival of his command. Oommodore 
Foote turned over to him the captured work, munitions, and 
prisoners ; the transports: and troops which were coming up 
the Tennessee were turned back or stopped at the fort ; and 
the next step in the grand game was immediately con- 
sidered.* 



* In Grant's brief rex>ort to Halleck's staff-ofELoer, written the same day 
firom Fort Henry, he says : 

"jCaptaiit — Incloeed I 8«id you my order for the attack upon Fort Henry. 
Owing to 4ispatcheB received from Major-Genend Halleck, and corroborating 
information here, to the effect that the enemy were rapidly re-enforcing, I 
thought it imperatively necessary that the fort should be cairied to-day. My 
^ forces were not up at ten o'clock last night, when my order was written, there- 
fore I did not deem it practicable to set an earlier hour than eleven o'clock to> 
day, to commence the investment. The gunboats started up at the same hour 
to commence the attack, and engaged the enemy at not over six hundred yurds. 
In little over one hour all the batteries were silenced, knd the fort surrendered 
at discretion to Flag-0f9cer Foote, giving us all their guns, camp and garrison 
equipage, etc The prisoners taken are General Tilghman and staff. Captain 
Taylor and company, and the sick. The garrison, I think, must have com- 
menced their retreat last night, or at an early hour this morning. 

" Had I not felt it an imperative necessiljji to attack Fort Henry to^y, I 
' should have made the investment complete, and delayed until to-morrow, so 
as to secure the garrison. I do not now believe, however, the result would 
have been any more satisfactory. 

" The gunboats have proven themselves well able to resist a severe can- 
nonading. All the iron-dad boats received more or less shots— the flag-ship 
some twenty-eight — without any serious damage to any, except the Essex. 
This vessel received one shot in her boiler that disabled her, killing and 
wounding some thirty-two men. Captain Porter among the wounded. 
" I remain your obedient servant, 

" U. S. Grajtt, Brigadier-Geneial." 
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Oeneral Tilghman acknowledged, in the dispatch wliich he 
was permitted to Bend to General Johnston at Bowling 
Green, " the courtesies and consideration shown by Gk3neral 
Grant and Commodore Foote,^ and the officers nnder their 
command ;** but in his report he was particularly severe npon 
the Confederate authorities for thus leaving him to be the 
victim of a bad military judgment in selecting the post, and 
a want of proper preparations to hold the work* 

Before giving to this victory its co-ordinate place in the 
vast strategy of the war, let us indulge in a word of comment 
npon the rebel defeat. The Confederate reports are unani- 
mous in declaring that the site of Fort Henry was badly 
chosen ; that it was low, easily surrounded, and commanded 
bj the ground on the opposite side of the river ; and that it 
was not calculated by its construction to ijustain an attack by 
the fleet. We grant all this, but whose fault was it? Can 
there be a graver fault in war than this ? It is far worse than 
losing a pitched battle to lose a stronghold, and that strong- 
hold a link of the most vital value in a grand chain. Be- 
sides, it shows the rapidity and vigor of Grant's and Foote's 
movements, that Fort Heiman, on the opposite side of the 
river, was incomplete, and useless. What they thus advance 
as a bar in judgment, or rather to explain away their defeat 
and depreciate the military character of our success, reaUy 
enhances the credit of Orant and Foote. 

But worse than aU that can be said about a faulty location 
of the fort, is the inglorious flight of three thousand and odd 
men, without striking a single blow. They should have made 
reconnoissances from the moment they divined our purpose, 
ambushed the road, contested the landing of the troops, pre- 
pared torpedoes that would explode, and, at "the least, held 
the fort long enough to give a respectable appearance to the 
defence. Certainly, Fort Henry was not built to surrender in 
an hour and a quarter. It was the briefest action, to pre- 
cede an honest surrender, of which we have any recdrd in 
the war. 

The roles of inilitary strategy are simple, few, and immuta- 
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ble ; their applications indefinitely and infinitely varied. B j 
a rapid application of the simplest rule, the first charmed line 
was cut, and its tension entirely gone. Buckner> who, by 
command of Albert Sydney Johnston, had occupied Bowling 
Green as early as September, 1861, with ten thousand men, 
and who had vaimted its impregnable strength, felt the fall 
of Fort Henry like an electric shock, paralyzing his grasp. 
Bowling Green was no longer tenable; there was but one 
point which was so, and that onjy for the time, and that was 
Fort Donelson ; and so, moving the chief part of his forces 
thither, he left only a rear-guard, which evacuated Bowling 
Green on the 15th of February. Bowling Green, that para- 
gon of complex fortifications, was entered by General Mitch- 
ell, of BueU's column, who made a forced march from Ba- 
• con*s Creek, and, arriving before he was expected, captured a 
large amount of stores there. Actions are not to be measured 
by the numbers engaged, or by their duration or carnage, but 
by their results.' By this strategy Fort Donelson was flanked, 
and the safety of Nashville imminently endangered. 

But yet Fort Donelson was exceedingly strong ; its garrison 
and armament were large, and entirely adapted to its propor- 
tions ; and it was manifest that the rebols would not abandon 
it without a severe struggle. To this struggle General Grant 
invited them without a moment's delay. ' 

In the moan time, immediately aftef the surrender of Fort 
Henry, Flag-OflSicer Foote dispatched Lieutenant Command- 
ing Phelps, with the gunboats Conestoga, Tyler, and Lexing- 
ton, up the Tennessee into Northern Alabama. He destroyed 
the raibroad-bridge twenty-five miles above Fort Henry, and 
proceeded up to Florence, at the foot of Muscle Shoals, de- 
stroying several steamers and river-craft, and captured a large 
quantity of lumber and stores, and developed the loyal senti- 
ments of many of the people. 



Note. — ^There can be no place more fitting than tlie dose of the leoord of 
Fort Henry's Bonender, in which to pay our tribute to the brilliant fighting, 
personal gallantly, and zare piety of Commodore, afterwards Bear-Admira} 
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I 
Foofle, and since, greatly to Iub countrjr's loss, dead, ana gone to a good man's 
rest. A son of Senator Samuel A. Foote, whose resolution on the public landiti 
occasioned the &jnous passage at arms between Webster and Hayne, in Janu- 
ary, 1830, young Foote entered the nayy at the age o^rixteen, and was known 
Iki all grades as an excellent and energetic officer. As first-lieutenant of the 
flloopof-war John Adams» he took a prominent part in the attack on the Snr 
matra pirates in 1838 ; and was noted for the aid and efympathy he extended 
to the American missionaries at Honolulu, when few of our naval ofllcers felt 
any interest in them. He was a strong adYocate of total abstinence in the 
navy. In 1852, after a cruise on the coast of Airica, he published a volume 
entitled " Africa, and the Africans," in which he exposed the horrors of the 
slave-trade, by iUostrations of the manner in which the negroes were packed 
in slave«hipB. In 1856, in protecting the property of American dtisBens at 
Canton, which suffered during the English war, he breached a fort with his 
ship, and then, landing, stormed it, with a loss of forty men out of two hun- 
dred and eighty. His record during the war for the nni(Hi is brilliant in the 
lixtreme. He superintended the fitting out of the flotilla on the Misassippi 
and Ohio in 1861-2 ; took Fort Henry ; was further distinguished at Fort Don^ 
elflon, where he was wounded ; and in the successful ox>erations at Island No. 
10, which he aided in reducing. His life was devoted to the service of his 
country. In July, 1862, he was created one of the new rear-admirals, on the 
active Ust ; and in June, 1863, while preparing to relieve Admiral Dupont in 
cGfmmand of the South Atlantic blockading squadron, he died suddenly, and 
was buried in New Haven. Although remarkable for his intelligence and 
tenadly of purpose, he is perhaps more folly characterized as a man of great 
and consistent piety. It was with him a vital principle, constantly displayed. 
He let his light shine, praying, exhorting, preaching ; urging all with whom 
he came in contact, with precept upon precept, and, what is far better, alluring 
them by his shining example. His loss was severely felt ; but his record was 
00 glorious, and his fitness for departure so manifest, that we can " talk of his 
fbXe without a sigh," and thank God for so beautiful an exemplar of the gen- 
tleman, soldier, sailor, commander, and Christian. 
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AbEAULT upon the TBXK0HE8. — UKSUOCXasrUL^ — StOBM AKD COLD. — BX-XKTOBOS- 

MB2m VHSBB L. Wallaob. — Thx attack or TKX ousBOATs. — TsBBiBLx CAimozr* 
ADB. — ^FooTB W1THDBAW8.— Value of hxb attack.— Kxbbl couirrxB-PLAira. — Our 

BIOHT ATTACKED AND BOLLXD BACK. — GbABT'S C0K6UMMATE FLAN. — L. WaLLAOX 
MOYBS. 

As Fort Henry was designed to obstruct the navigation of 
the Tennessee, so' Fort Donelson was the work upon which 
the rebels depended to seal the Cumberland and to protect 
Nashville. No sooner had the former fallen, than Grant 
made his dispositions to assault the latter. He saw the im- 
portance of taking time by the forelock, and confusLng the 
already dismayed Confederates by the rapidity of his assault. 
He reorganized his forces, and sent for all available re-enforce- 
ments that had been collecting at Cairo. His army was 
formed for this new service into two divisions: the first, 
under Brigadier-CJeneral J. A. McClemand, containing three 
brigades, under Colonels Oglesby, W. H. L. Wallace, and 
Morrison; the second, under Brigadier-General Charles F. 
Smith, of three brigades, under Colonels Cook, Lauman, and 
McArthur : a third will appear in our narrative, under 
Brigadier-General Lewis Wallace, to be composed of his 
brigade of Smith's division, and of forces that were being 
sent forward by General Halleck. With McClemand's divi- 
sion were the field-batteries of Schwartz, Tafylor, Dresser, 
and McAllister; and with Smith were the heavy batteries 
of Bichardson, Stone, and Walker; all Smith's artillery 
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bemg tuider Major Cavender, as 
cavalry consisted of the Fourth 
independent companies. The compost 
visional division will be given hereafter.* 

By Grant's general field-orders No. 12, of February 11, 
1862, we find the order of Inarch arranged as follows : One 
brigade of McClemand's division was to move by the Tele- 
grapli road from Fort Henry directly upon Fort Donelson, 
and to halt within two miles of the fort ; the other three bri- 
gades to march by the Dover Ridge road to within the same 
distance, and then to unite with the first in forming the right 
wing in the complete investment of the fort. 

Two brigades of Smith's (second) division were to follow by 
the Dover road, and these were to be followed by the troops who 
had occupied the unfinished Fort Heiman, as soon as they 
could be sent forward. As the force of the enemy was vari- 
ously reported, details of the attack could not be given until 
the ground was reached ; but Smith was directed to occupy 
Dover, if practicable, and thus to cut off all retreat by the 
river. 

In accordance with these general directions, which were to 
be much modified when they reached the ground, McCler- 
^ nand and Smith marched across the country from the Ten- 
nessee River to the Cumberland, on the morning of February 
12, to attack the works on the land side ; while six regiments, 
which were to constitute a portion of WaUace^s (third) divi- 
sion, were moved by transports, accompanied by the gun- 
boats, from Smithland up* the Cumberland, to join in the 
movement by an attack on the river-front, or to be disposed 
of as circumstances shoulcf afterwards require. In order to 
gain time, the movement was made after very rapid and un- 
satisfactory preparation. The gunboats had been overhauled 
in a very hasty manner, to repair the damages received in the 



♦ General Lewis \Jfallace belonged to the division of General C. F. Smith, 
•ad when Grant moved against Fort Donelson he was left in command of 
Fcrtfl Henry and Heiman, garrisoned from General Smith's command. 
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attack on Fort Henry ; btit, impatient of delay, and perhaps 
determined that they ahoidd not again get the start of him, 
and still more cogently, because Grant knew the immense 
value of every minute of time just at this juncture, he pushed 
forward with the two divisions mentioned, to the siege and 
assaxdt. One of Smith's brigades had been left at Fort Hen- 
ry, as a garrison, imder Lewis Wallace. All boats were de- 
flected from the Tennessee to the Cumberland ; many others 
had joined the great convoy, and the Union army was con- 
verging in aU its strength upon Fort Donelson. 

Let us look for a moment at the work to be attacked. This 
stronghold was placed upon a high hill on the left bank of the 
river, where it makes an abrupt turn from north to west, flow- 
ing in the latter direction for about a quarter of a mile, and 
then turning northward again. By this location a large num- 
ber of guns coxdd be trained directly down the stream, and 
pour a terrible storm of fire upon the advancing gunboats. 
At the foot of the hill, riverward, were two strong water-bat- 
teries, with massive epaiilments ; the embrasures revetted 
with coffee-sacks filled with sand. The armament of the 
lower, or main battery, consisted of eight thirty-twos, and one 
ten-inch columbiad ; that of the other was one heavy rifled 
gun, carrying a one hundred and twenty-eight pound bolt, 
and two thirty-two pound carronades. These batteries were 
sunken or excavated in the hiH-side. The fort itself was of 
irregular form, its trace following the inequaUties of the hill, 
and inclosing nearly one hundred acres. It was flanked by a 
creek or back-water below, which is not generally fordable ; 
and just above, a small creek separates it from the town of 
Dover, which is one mile above the fort, on the river-bank. 
It needs but one glance at the map to show that the works 
were exceedingly strong on the river-front. 

We turn to the land approaches. Taking advantage of the 
topography of the field, which presents a conglomerate of hills 
and valleys, knolls and ravines, the rebels had cleared away 
all the timber, which could mask an eneifiy's advance, and 
erected field-works defended by artillery and infantry, from 
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tiie extreme western angle of the fort, following tibe southern 
direction of a ridge, and thus presenting a natural flanking 
arrangement of all the parts. Still in front of this extended 
line, encircling the fort and the intrenchment, and the town of 
DoTer, was a line of detached rifle-trenches, constructed of logs, 
forming a slight parapet ; and in front of the whole was slashed 
timber^ as an abatis. It seemed quite as strong on the land- 
ward side as on the river-front, and the work before Grant 
appeared still more difficult, when we consider the strength of 
the rebel garrison. 

It consisted of thirteen regiments of Tennessee troops, two 
of Kentucky, six of Mississippi, one of Texas, two of Ala- 
bama, four of Virginia, two independent battalions of Ten- 
nessee infantry, an4 Forrest's brigade of cavalry ; and, besides 
the armament of the fort and water-batteries, six batteries of 
light artillery and seventeen heavy guns. The force, num- 
bering at least twenty-one thousand men,- was skilfully dis- 
posed ; but the Confederate authorities had erred fatally in 
their choice of commanders. General Floyd, whom the rebels 
should have been more sagacious than to have preferred to 
any office of responsibility and trust, however proper he might 
have been as an aspirant for a post of profit, had been ordered 
by General A. S. Johnston to the command of Fort Donelson, 
and had assumed it, without delay, on the 13th, the day after 
Grant's movement had begun. Here at once were fatal ele- 
ments ; he was not only a traitor, but he was believed to be a 
dishonest man, and circumstances were to prove him a coward. 
Notwithstanding his preferment to the United States secre- 
taryship of war, under Buchanan, it was patent that he knew 
little of military matters ; and it was certain that he knew 
nothing whatever of the fort, its topography, or its garrison. 
The next in rank was General Gideon J. Pillow, whom Floyd 
had assigned to the official command of the rebel left wing,, in 
and around Dover. He too had only arrived there on the 
10th, and being by nature as obtuse, and, .in spite of some Mexi- 
can practice, or rather mal-practice, as ignorant as Floyd, he 
was of small value as a leader in the defences> The other 
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prominent commanders were Buckner and B. R JolmsoHy 
both graduates of West Point, and highly esteemed for intel- 
ligence and bravery, when subordinates in our army. Buck- 
ner had command of the fort, and the ground in its immediate 
vicinity, while Johnson had a command on the loft under Pil- 
low. Such briefly was the work, and such the force, moral 
and physical, which General Grant rushed to attack with two 
divisions, not more in all than fifteen thousand men, and with 
a greater proportional weakness in artillery. This was sub- 
lime hardihood; but it was something more ; it was at once 
the impulsion and the intuition of mihtary genius. He knew 
little of the difficult topography, which maps never can ad- 
equately tell ; but he meant to fight, and to continue fighting, 
and to force the rebels to fight. Time wa» of priceless value, 
and " confusion magnifying the foe," the rebels were deceived, 
as he meant them to be, by his boldness and temerity. 

And now let us return to McClemand and Smith, who, pre- 
ceded by the cavalry to clear the front, began their march on 
the morning of the 12th, from the neighborhood of Fort 
Henry. They came within view of the fort by early afternoon, 
without having encountered the enemy, who was stupidly 
caging himself in the intrenchment, instead of coming out 
like a man to beat, or at least retard, Grant's advancing 
columns. Our generals took up, that night, the positions as- 
signed. On the morning of Thursday, the 13th, the fighting 
began with the dawn, the rebels opening their batteries upon 
our troops, whose positions were disclosed by the advance of 
Birge's sharp-Shooters upon the enemy's picket line. 

Under tthis as yet desultory fire. Grant rapidly posted his 
divisions thus : General C. F. Smith on the left, opposite the 
northwest of the fort ; and McClemand on the right, Ogles- 
by's brigade holding the extreme right. The light artillery 
was placed with proper supports upon the various roads, 
while most of the heavy guns, under Major Cavender, were 
directed against the armament of the fort. Geueral Grant's 
headquarters were at a farm-house, on the Fort Hemr?- road. 
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THE ASSAULT UPON THE TBENCHES. 

The first grand act was a forions cannonade on both sides, 
in which the rebel practice was excellent, and our own not 
inferior. This was the herald of oar infantry assanlt. To 
make a lodgment upon their intrenchment, and particularly 
upon an epaxdment covering a strong battery in his front, 
General McClemand formed the Forty- eighth Illinois, of Wal- 
lace's brigade, and Morrison's brigade (consisting of the 
Seventeenth and Forty-ninth Illinois), into a storming column, 
under the command of Colonel Hayne of the Forfy-eighth, 
with McAllister's Battery to cover the assault. The move- 
ment was under the superintendence of CoL W, H. Wallace, 
of the Second brigade. They formed at the foot of. the hill, 
where they were in some measure protected from the direct 
fire ; and at the word, moved forward, firing as they advanced. 

The attack was not successful ; and although they were re- 
enforced by the Forty-fifth Illinois, of Wallace's brigade, and 
other troops, tne Enemy's fire was so vigorous, and the abatis 
and palisading presented so strong an obstacle, that they were 
compelled to retire. The position assaulted was defended by 
Colonel Heiman's rebel brigade, and two other regiments, 
with one or more biatteries of field artillery.* 

In this, and several other desultory engagements, our losses 
were severe. We were at least in contact with the enemy, 
and had fdt his strength ; but there was some danger that he 
might also learn ours. The gunboats and re-enforcements by 
the river .were anxiously expected. Wittiout them, we were 
weaker than the enemy ; and our very proximity, while it gave 
prestige, increased our danger. 

We were also in want of rations, and, to cap the climax of 
untoward circumstances, the jclements conspired. The un- 
usual and deceitful mildness of the morning, like many a false 
harbinger of spring, had suddenly changed to biting cold ; a 

♦ I^iUow'B report. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



54 GRANT AND HIS CAMPAIGNS. 

rain-storm from the northeast set in, which turned, first to 
hail, and then to sleet. The cold became more intense, the 
thermometer rapidly falling to only ten degrees above zero. 
The like, it is said, had never been known there. Our troops 
had no shelter whatever, and were without rations ; few had 
blankets and overcoats ; some, with the characteristic improv- 
idence of new troops, beguiled by the mild weather, and 
thoughtless of future need, had throTi^n them away. At length 
hail and sleet were followed by a driving snow ; and, but that 
the rebels, who were in the trenches, suffered equally, it woidd 
have seemed that Boreas had become a rebel sympathizer, 
and was emulating the celestial anger of Juno, against our 
heroes. Several soldiers were frozen. 

It would be dijBicult for a warm, sheltered, and well-fed pen, 
or rather the hand that holds and the brain that impels such, 
to depict the sufferings of that night ; the wounded freezing 
to death, and the weary soldiers benumbed by the cold, which 
even vigorous vitality could not dispel. They were seeing 
war for the first time, and they had bitter experience of its 
heat and cold at the same moment. 

The morning of Friday dawned sadly upon these war-worn, 
hungry, freezing men, and brought with it only a new sum- 
mons to battle. Still anxiously expecting the gunboats and the 
bulk of Lewis Wallace's new division by the Ctlmberland, and 
alive to the immediate hazard of his position. General Grant 
dispatched a courier to General Lewis "Wallace himself, at 
Fort Henry, with orders to bring across the garrison which 
had been left there. But no sooner had the messenger been 
sent, than a scout, who had been posted to watch the river 
beiow, came galloping up to headquarters with the welcome 
intelligence that a boat was just arriving, and a thick cloud 
of smoke announced that the rest of the fleet was below. 
The first boat, the Carondelet, was the herald of the fleet ; 
and as soon as she came within long-range, on that terrible 
stretch of the river swept by the concentrated rebel fire, she 
opened upon the water-batteries ; and thus began that des- 
perate and unequal battle, in which Commodore Foote was to 
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engage with only partial success, but with increase of honor 
to himself and the navy. 

Three miles below the fort the ttoops and the artiUery of 
the Third Division were soon landed, with provisions and 
supplies for the whole army ; they had come in the very nick 
of time. Bapidly clearing a road through the woods, they 
were soon placed in line with the First and Second divisions. 
Wallace, being the only general ofKcer without the command 
of a division, was put in command of this Third Division, or- 
ganized after ihe arrival of the re-enforcements. 

These troops, just arrived, together with the garrison left at 
Fort Henry, constituted the Third Division ; it was composed 
of the brigades of Cruft and Thayer, — ^the former of four, and 
the latter — ^two brigades united — of seven regiments. Wal- 
lace was at once posted in the centre, between Smith and 
Mcdemand, and McArthur, with two regiments of Smith's 
division, was posted on the extreme right under McClemand, 
and tlius the line was completed. Not much time was spent 
in issuing rations — ^which gladdened the hearts of our men — 
and ammunition, of which they were in great need, atid in 
making proper arrangements for the wounded, who had suf- 
fered horrible tortures, when the second act in the drama was 
begun. This was the 

AITACK OF THE GUNBOATS ON THE RrVEB-FEONT. 

The Carondelet opened the unequal fight : she was not long 
unaided. As at Fort Henry, the commodore steaijoied up with 
his iron-clads — the Pittsburg, St. Louis, Louisville, and Ga- 
rondelet in the first line, followed by the wooden boats Cones- 
toga, Tyler; and Lexington. The water-batteries first engaged 
his attention : if he coxdd silence and pass them, he could 
take a position in the bend, and would be able to enfilade the 
faces of the fort with broadsides. Until he could do this, 
however, his vessels were exposed to the concentrated fire of 
both batteries, and of the fort, the latter having a most de- 
structive plunging, as well as raking, fire, upon his decks and 
armor. Under a/ei* d^evfer, such as few naval armaments have 
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ever experienced, Foote moyed nearer and nearer in a deadlj 
straggle. But his guns did excellent service ; the upper bat- 
.terj of four guns was already silenced ; the shot and shell 
from the heavy gtins on the boats had rained upon them for 
two hours, and the boats were lying within four hundred 
yards, perhaps even nearer. Notwithstanding that they had 
not been put in a proper condition for the fight, owing to the 
pressure of time, and that they had suffered very greatly from 
the guns of the work, a few minutes more woxdd have enabled 
them to run by into a position from which they could have 
paralyzed the water-front, when suddenly Foote was forced to 
fall back. The rebel cross and plunging fire had at length done 
its work effectually : the Louisrille was rendered unmanage- 
able by a shot which cut away her rudder-chains, and she 
drifted down the narrow and rapid stream, helpless and use- 



The flag-ship, the St. Louis, had her wheel shot away ; the 
pilot, by whose side the Commodore was standing, was killed, 
and Foote himself woimded in the foot by falling timber. 
Bushing to an additional steering apparatus, upon which he 
had depended in such an emergency to keep her up, he found 
that too shot away, and the St. Louis was thus compelled to 
drift down in an equally helpless condition. Fifty-nine shots 
had sWck the flag-ship, some of them raking her from stem 
to stem. The Louisville had received thirty-five ; the Caron- 
delet, twenty-six ; and her rifled gun had burst during the 
action. The Pittsburg had been struck twenty-one times. 
The fire of at least twenty guns had been concentrated upon 
the boats, and could only be returned by twelve boat-guns. 

To sum up, two of the iron-clads were unmanageable, the 
other two greatly damaged between wind and water; and 
thus, when on the very verge of victory, the gallant commo- 
dore, himself drifting powerless, was obliged to make signal 
for aU to withdraw, having lost fifty-four killed and wounded. ' 

After consultation with Grant, Foote returned to Cairo to 
repair the iron-clads, which were seriously damaged, and 
to bring down a competent naval force for * a new attack, if 
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the seige should last long enoii^ 
not ; the end was ahreadj.at hand. 

We need hardly enforce upon our readers the fact that the 
xrithdrawal of Commodore Foote was an absolute necessity ; 
he could not continue the action. But the services of the nayy 
on that day must not be by any means undervalued. They 
were of the greatest utility : they relicTed General iGhrant from 
all danger of attack, while yet too weak to complete the invest- 
ment ; they made a grand divension in his favor, while he was 
posting his new troops and maturing his plans ; and they gave a 
brighter lustre to the gallantry, skill, and endurance of the 
American sailor, of whom the country has always been proud. 
The withdrawal of the fleet after the action on Friday checked 
for a moment, however, the prosecution of the original plans 
of the general The proper course now seemed to be to wait 
for large re-enforcements, which he knew might be had from 
8t. Louis, Cincinnati, and Cairo ; to strengthen and perfect 
the- investment ; and, perhaps, by marching up the river, to 
isolate the work, and starve it into surrender. In the mean 
while, the gunboats could be thoroughly repaired, and return 
to try another attlkck. Had the rebels now strengthened their 
intrenchments and awaited Grant's attack, such might have 
been the modus operandi. 

But the rebel counter-plans, formed in a council of war, 
held on Friday night at Floyd's headquarters, in Dover, de- 
termined Grant's battle tactics in a different manner, and 
hurried their own ruin. The council was composed of the 
division and brigade commanders, and they unanimously as- 
sented to the plan proposed by General Floyd, which was to 
throw an overwhelming force — ^half his army, with Forrest's 
cavalry, all under Pillow and Johnson — ^upon our right wing, 
under McClemand; to drive it froni the heights overlooking 
the Cumberlaaid, from which there was danger that our bat- 
teries would soon sweep and close the river above ; to throw it 
back upon Wallace, while Buckner with the remaining force, 
less the necessary garrison of the fort, should march directly 
upon our encampment iu the centre, on the Wynn's Ferry 
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road, and attack Wallace in front. If these flank and centre 
attacks should be successful, Grant's army would thus be 
thrown back around Smith as a pivot, and then it niight be 
easily routed and destroyed. It was a good plan, and par- 
tially successful, and yet it was the prelude to tlieir imme- 
diate and overwhelming defeat. In case, however, they could 
only partially succeed, the least Floyd expected -Was to open 
a pathway by which he might evacuate the fort — ^now very 
like a trap — ^withdraw his army, and save his precious per- 
son ; which, in any event, he meant to do, whatever should 
happen to his troops. Such were Floyd's plans ; they were 
to be tried with the early morning of Saturday, the 15th. 
Accordingly, at five a. m., the rebel column, xmder Pillow and 
Johnson, moved out from Dover, the advance being taken 
by Colonel Baldwin's brigade, composed, of the First and 
Fourteenth Mississippi and the Twenty-sixth Tennessee. 
These were followed by Wharton's brigade, of two regiments ; 
McCousland's, of two ; Davidson's, of three ; Drake's, of five ; 
and other troops, amounting in all to ten thousand men, with 
thirty guns, which were to crush McClemand, and clear a 
pathway through our right. 

McClemand's troops were thus disposed of : McArthur ou 
the right ; and then, in order, Oglesby and "W. H. L. Wallace. 
McClemand's left was near the Fort Henry road, on the left 
of which was Craft's brigade, of Lewis Wallace's division. 
Our lines corresponded to the contour of the rebel intrench- 
ment, and with each brigade was a field-battery^ It was well 
posted, and, if on the alert, could certainly repel any rebel 
attack. But, unfortunately, the first attack of the rebels was 
of the nature of a surprise. Reveille was just sounding, the 
troops were not under arms, and seemed to be in utter igno- 
rance of the rebel designs ; but it at once became evident 
that our right flank was seriously menaced. The brigade and 
regimental commanders soon got their men into hne, and, 
guided by the crack of the rebel rifles and the flashes of theii 
guns, executed a partial change of front to meet them. It 
was not a moment too soon, for Pillow had sent his cavalry 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FORT DONELSON. 59 

to try and strike McArthnr's rear, wliile he was pounding 
away at his exposed right flank. . 

], 
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. Oglesby and McArthur, with too scant i^ snpply of ammu- 
nition for this unexpected battle, stood firm for a while ; but 
fresh rebel troops constantly arrived, and had it not been for 
the coolness of the brigade commanders and the inspiring 
valor of Colonel John A. Logan, who commanded the Thirty- 
first Illinois, of Oglesby 's brigade,. the attack might have re- 
sulted in a panic to our troops. As it was, McArthur and 
C^lesby were obliged to fall back rapidly to avoid being taken 
in rear, and to form a new line facing south. But the rebels 
did not advance with impunity. Our light batteries, admira- 
bly handled by McAllister, Taylor, and Dresser, shifting their 
position from time to time, pour in a withering fire of grape 
and canister, and cause the enemy's front Une to recoil again 
and again, until pushed forward, or replaced by the overwhelm- 
ing masses in rear. Two regiments of W. H. L. Wallace's bri- 
gade fly to the rescue, while he arranges the others en potence 
on his left, to check Pillow, and yet defend the road. 
Again the rebels move towards the right flank of our new 
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line, and again the batUe rages. Craft's brigade, of Le'vris 
Wallace's division, is ordered down upon this flanking colnnm 
at a run. Thus checked, the enemy might have been driven 
back and pursued, had it not been for a new and unexpected 
foe, or rather the fear of one, swarming from tl^eir intrench- 
ments, and passing the rifle-pits like a surge of the sea. 
Buckner's force came out to. attack the left flank and crotchet 
of our new line. As soon as they were discovered, Wallace 
strengthened the flank thus threatened, and two of Taylor's 
guns, coming rapidly into action, dealt grape and canister on 
his advance. Buckner was easily repulsed, for his attack 
was very feebly delivered, and his troops behaved in the most 
cowardly manner. When at eleven o'clock Pillow rode over 
to Buckner's position, he found them huddled under cover,* 
from which it was only after a good deal of artillery firing that 
their general could persuade them to emerge. In speaking of 
the repulse, Buckner says his attacking regiments " withdrew 
without panic, but in some confusion, to the trenches." 

But the moral effect of Buckner's attack was not without 
its value. Beset on all sides, PiUow thundering upon our 
new front, the cavalry threatening our rear, Johnson well ex- 
tended upon our right, checked but not driven off by Cruft, 
our men were somewhat demoralized by Buckner's demon- 
stration : many became disheartened ; the fugitives from the 
front became a crowd. A mounted oflSicer galloped down the 
road, shouting, " We are cut to pieces."t The ammunition 
had given out. Our line, including Cruft, who had borne the 
brunt of the battle for some time,»»was a^ain forced back. 
Logan, Lawler, and Bansom were wounded; many field-officers 
and large numbers of subalterns killed. The crisis of the 
battle had, indeed, arriv^, when "General Wallace posted 
Colonel Thayer's (Third) brigade across the road, formed a 
reserve of three regiments, placed Wood's Battery in position, 
and awaited the attack. The retiring regiments formed again 
in rear, and were supplied with ammunition. The rebel 

••Colonel GflniQr'B Beport. f General L. Wallace's Report 

_ igitized by VjC _ _ _ 



FORT DONBLSON. 61 

attack upon this new line was extremely vigorous ; th^y had 
delayed for awhile to plunder the dead, and pick up what 
they could find in McClemand's camp ; and Pillow had sent 
back an aid to telegraph to NashviQe that, *• on the honor of 
a soldier," the day was theirs. The new attack which he 
was about to make was only the finishing stroke. Again he 
moved upon Thayer's brigade; but, by their 'unflinching 
stand and deliberate fire, and especially by the firmness of 
the First Nebraska and the excellent handling of the artillery, 
lie was now repulsed. 

Whatever the apparent success of the rebels thus far, in 
driving our right wing; Grant, thoughtful and imperturbable, 
had not been for a moment dismayed. He saw from the very 
desperate nature of the rebel attack that when it culminated, 
they woTild give way, if he showed a bold front, and ad- 
vanced at all points. Biding to the front at three o'clock, he 
ordered Lewis Wallace, who had first checked the enemy, to 
advance upon Pillow, and recover the groimd lost in the 
morning, while General C. F. Sn^ith should storm the works 
on the enemy's right. His new plans were rapidly formed, 
and will bfear the test of military criticism. 

The column of attack, for the desperate work now under- 
taken by General Wallace, was formed of Colonel M. L. 
Smith's and Colonel Cruft's brigades, supported by two Ohio 
regiments. Over the rough, rolling, and in parts thickly 
wooded ground, these troops moved, driving the xmwilling 
enemy before them, and only halting when within one hun- 
dred and fifty yards of the rebel intrenchments. This was 
at five o'clock I We remained |in the position thus gained 
during the intensely cold night, ministering to the wounded 
of the morning's battle, with whom the field was thickly 
strewn, and anxious for the morning. At daylight the next 
morning, Thayer's brigade was brought up, and preparations 
were made to storm the intrenchments, when the display of a 
white flag from the fort, followed by others from different 
parts of the works, made them pause. Before going to 
another part of the field, where great deeds were done, we 
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pause for a moment Co say, this movement of Wallace xnttst 
be regarded as having a decided bearing upon the result. 

And now let us return to the left wing. Smith had received 
orders to attack the intrenchments "directly in front- of the 
fort. His |dan was to carry their duter works at the point of 
the bayonet, then to bring up his batteries, and sweep the in- 
terior crest, and then to assault and carry the fort. This 
was the grand stroke of the battle ; it would relieve our right, 
and, if successful, would insure the capture. Grant had also 
requested Foote to cause the gunboats to make their appear- 
ance again, even if they did not go into action. Two were 
accordingly sent up. 
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CHAPTER YEE. 

GENERAL SMITHES ATTACK AKD THE SUBBENDEB. 

6lDT&*8 OOl^VMSB OBOAITIZED. — TjAVUAir tVX TOBLOBH HOPX.-^MITB LKADB.— Ad- 
DXESBSS HIS MBf. — ^ThB LXNBS MOVS. — SmITH^S BPUBNDID TALOB DB018ITB.— FLOTD'i 
VSW COUKOU.. — Hb TUBX8 OVXB THB COMMAND. — PiLLOW LOOKS AT ffiB 0ABD8, AND 
**PA88BS." — ThB PU8IIJ.ANIM0U8 FLIGHT.— BuOKNKB 8T7BBXNDXB8. — ThB OOBBX* 
8P0HDKNGB. — GbAND BK8TJLTS. — C0MMBNT8. — EULOOY OF GbNXBAL C. F» SmITH. 

Wallace was aheady on his war-path, as we have just de- 
scribed, when General Smith organized his column of attack. 
Cook's "brigade is posted on his left, and is designed to make 
a feint upon the worL Cavender's heavy guns are posted in 
rear to the right' and left, having a cross-fire upon the in- 
trenchments, and also playing upon the fort ; but the attack- 
ing force — ^the forlorn hope — ^is Lauman's brigade, formed in 
close column of regiments, and composed of the Second Iowa, 
the Fifty-second Indiana (temporarily attached), the Twenty- 
fifth Indiana, Seventh Iowa, and Fourteenth Iowa. 

Cook's feigned attack is already begun ; Cavender's guns 
are thundering away. It is nearly sunset, when Smith, hear- 
ing Wallace's guns far to the right, puts himself at the head 
of Lauman's brigade, and climbing the steep hill-side, bursts 
upon the ridge on which the enemy has constructed his outer 
works. Before advancing, and when the force was just in read- 
iness to move, Smith had ridden along the line, and in few 
but emphatic words had told them the duty they were to per- 
form. He said that he would lead them, and that the pits 
must be taken by the bayonet alone. Perhaps during the 
whole war, full as it is of brilliant actions, there is none more 
striking than this charge. 

At the given signal, the lines are put in motion, Smith rid- 
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ing in advance, with the color-bearer alongside of him ; .Us 
commanding figure, gray hair, and haughty contempt of dan- 
ger, acting upon his men like the white plume of Navarre at 
Ivry. Not far has he moved before his f^ont line is ^wept by 
the enemy's artillery with murderous eflfect. His men waver 
for a moment, but their general, sublime in his valor, remind'^ 
them, in caustic words, that while he, as an old regidary is in tin 
line of his professional duty, this is what they have volunteered 
to do. "With oaths and urgency, his hat waving upon the point 
of his sword, by the splendor of his example he leads them on 
through this valley of death, up the slope, through the abatis, 
up to the iutrenchment — and over. With a thousand shouts, 
they plant their standards on the captured works, and pour in 
volley after volley, before which the rebels fly in precipitate 
terror. Battery after battery is brought forward, Stone's ar- 
riving first, and then a direct and enfilading fire is poured 
upon tiie flanks and faces of the work. Foiir hundred of 
Smith's gallant column have fallen, but the charge is decisive. 
Grant's tactics and Smith's splendid valor have won the 
day. 

For thus the matter stands : Wallace has held his advanced 
ground, and is now informed of Smith's success. At all poijita 
the rebels are driven back, and at two, their advanced ia- 
trenchments are occupied or commanded. How different 
from the aspect of things in the morning, when Pillow had 
telegraphed to Nashville that he had won the day ! And yet 
there was a logical connection between the morning and the 
evening. They formed but parts of a concerted whole, of a 
plan not intelligible to the division commanders, who had 
not been able, like General Grant, to appreciate the whole 
field, and to sum the varied issues of the battle. To most of 
the subordinate commanders, and certainly to the greater 
number of the men, up to the decisive moment, the enemy 
seemed to have a great and growing advantage ; but to Grant 
it was not so. The very vigor of the enemy's attack was a 
Burge which he was sure would soon find its refluence ; and, 
bv their massing of troops on our right and^entre, Grant's 
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counter movement, conducted by Smith, was rendered feasible, 
and the result sure. Thus when night fell, on the 15th, the 
victory was certsdn. Holding the advanced points thus se- 
cured, and re-enforcing them strongly, Grant only awaited the 
morning to storm the wprk. 

During that cold night, for the most part without food, and 
entirely without fire, our devoted men awaited the dawn with 
unabated ardor. Success had ini^ired enthusiasm ; and the 
pronuse of complete victory in the morning compensated for 
their physical sufferings. They would have fought the next 
tlay with irresistible ardor. 

But if our men were now exxdtant, the tables were com- 
pletely turned ; the rebels were completely disheartened ; the 
officers more so than the men, and the generals more so than 
their subordinates. It is a sorry chapter in the history of 
war. They no longer thought of fighting, but of escape or 
surrender. Again a council of war was called that night at 
General Floyd's headquarters, and in it was displayed a scene 
which no soldier likes to portray, even if his enemy be the 
dramatis personoi — a scene in which imbecility, ignorance, and 
cowardice played the prominent parts. Amid much crimina- 
tion and jrecrimination, one opinion seemed to have a large 
majority in its favor : the army must escape, or the place and 
its garrison be surrendered. Floyd, in great terror, lest after 
liis treason and embezzlements while United States secretary 
of war, he should come into our hands and meet with sum- 
mary retribution, in the clutches of a furious soldiery, 
declared that- he would not fall into our power; that 
he would sooner die than surrender. He seems to have 
had little concern for the army, but partly perhaps from 
qualms of conscience, and partly that he wanted a large 
escort, he proposed to cut his way out with his own brigade 
of Virginia troops — a nice illustration of the State-rights' 
principle, which even the Confederates did not appreciate. 

Pillow, par nobUefratrumj second in command, emulated the 
virtues of his chief. Vain, foolish, ignorant, during the Mexi- 
can War, this was his Confederate coup cCeasai, and he did not 
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disappoint his old acquaiDtances. He displayed a similar want 
of military savoir and principle. 

It is true, as might be expected, that there is some casuistiy 
in his report, to show that he wanted to fight longer ; and it 
is equally true, that after he had written his. report, lest the 
world should not believe him, he did a thing unheard of be- 
fore, he got the affidavits of his aids, and other officers, that 
what he had said was true — sharp practice, which he brought 
with him from his lawyer's desk. 

It is also true, that when the noble pair had completed their 
arrangements for flight. Pillow told Floyd, not without some 
chuckling, that there were no two men in the Confederacy the 
Federals would ra^er get into their hands ; whereas, in real- 
ity, there were no two more anxious to keep out of them. 

AU this is very sickening ; it savors of low comedy of the 
lowest type. We now turn to Buckner, the third in rank, and 
the only one of the three having any pretensions to soldier- 
ship. He at least was«a soldier ; and because of this, he was 
to be made the scapegoat, and to suffer, in part at least, a 
vicarious confinement at Fort Warren. His West Point ante- 
cedents compelled him to remain and surrender the now tho- 
roughly demoralized forces ; and if he coxdd not avert, at least 
to share their fate. In the entire record of the war there is 
no meaner page than this. Floyd made over the command to 
Pillow; who, like a player at cards, "promptly passed it" to 
Buckner ; and then these two men, who had before disgraced 
the name of American, now disgraced the name of soldier, by 
deserting their post and their soldiers, and sneaking away un- 
der cover of night. In order to join-and aid Floyd, as Buck- 
ner thought, Oolonel Forrest was ordered to cut his way out 
with the cavalry ; but Floyd, embarking such portion of the 
Virginia brigade as he could hastily collect, upon two small 
steamers, at the Dover landing, under cover of a guard to 
check the frantic attempts of others to get on board, and amid 
the execrations and hisses of thousands collected on the wharf, 
pushed off and fled to Nashville I Pillow escaped on a hand* 
flat, and Forrest, with one thousand cavalry, waded over to the 
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south of ihe fort "We wonder greatij that a man of the soldier- 
ly character of Albert Sidney Johnston shotdd have stooped to 
whitctwaah them, by declaring that, although " the command 
was irregularly transferred," it was " not apparently to avoid 
any just responsibility, or from any personal or moral intre- 
pidity." That riot must have given him some trouble to write. 
Buckner's course was soon taken ; indeed his troops were 
in such confusion that no other was left him. At the earliest 
dawn he sent a bugler to sound a parley, and with him an of- 
ficer bearing a white flag. Dimly discerned in the twilight, ' 
and challenged by the picket, the officer announced himself as 
the bearer of a letter from Buckner to (Jeneral Grant. The 
letter was at once taken to the headquarters. A white flag 
displayed upon the fort at the same time, informed the army 
that a capitulation was proposed. Buckner's letter* asked for 
the appointment of commissioners to settle upon terms of ca- 
pitnlation, to which end he requested an armistice till noon. 
Grant read the letter, and without a moment's hesitation 
penned a reply which has become historict " No terms," he 
wrote, " other than an unconditional and immediate surren- 
der can be accepted. I propose to move immediately upon 
yonr works." 

* HxAi>QiJARnB8, FoBT DoKiuoN, FcbruBTy 16, 1862. 
Snt— In conflideTatLOii of all the ciieamstances governing the present situa- 
tion of afiairs at this station, I propose to the commanding ojQioer of the Fed- 
cnU forces the appointment of commissioners to agree upon terms of capitula- 
tion of the forces and fort under my command, and in that view suggest an 
aimistice until twelve o'clock Uyd&j, 

I am sir, very reepectfally, your obedient servant, 

S. B. BucKiVER, Brigadier-General C. S. A. 

t HXADQUABTBBS AbMY IX THE FlEU), - 

Camp near Donelaou, Feb. 16, 1862. 
To QxHERAL S. B. BxjCKin&R, Oonfederate Army : ^ 

^ouTB of this date, proposing an armistice and appointment of conmdssioners 
^ KtQe terms of capitulation, is just received. No tertM other than an uncanf 
^itionai and immediate surrender can he accepted. 1 propose to move immedi" 
'^df upon yowr toorka. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

n. S. GBAJrr, Brigadier-General U. S. A., commanding. 

gitized by Google 
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If we do make some aUowance for Buckner's chagrin, it 
woxdd be hard to palliate the immilitary character of his re- 
ply to Grant's note.* Why shoxdd " the brilliant success of 
the Confederate arms yesterday" affect Grant, except to make 
him the more strenuous to give them no further chance ? In 
what respect were his terms " imgenerous and unchivalrous ?** 
They were rebels in arms ; he had come there to destroy them, 
and to occupy their works ; and, besides, Buckner's immediate 
acceptance of the terms proposed was strangely inconsistent 
with the charge against Grant. The surrender was immediate 
and unconditioned. The work wSeS given up, with thirteen 
thousand five hundred men as prisoners of war, three thou- 
sand horses, forty-eight field-pieces, seventeen heavy guns, 
twenty thousand muskets, and an immense quantity of stores.t 
Two regiments of Tennessee troops, numbering fourteen him- 
dred and seventy-five, came up to re-enforce Donelson on the 
day after the capitulation, and were taken prisoners, greatly 
to their surprise. This is in itself a comment upon the dis- 
graceful character of the capitulation. It took the Confed- 
eracy by surprise. 

Thus the rupture of the rebel strategic line was completed, 
and the Cumberland and Tennessee opened to our armies. 
Thus, moreover, in the midst of our disasters, delays, incerti- 
tude, and imbecility, we had at length a bright prospect of a 



♦ FXBRUART, 16, 1862. 

To Briqadikb-General U. S. Grakt, U. 8. A. : 

Sib — ^The distribution of the forces under mj command, incident to an unex 

pected cliauge of commanders, and the overwhelming force under your com 

mand, compel me, notwithstanding the brilliant success of the Confederate 

arms yesterday, to accept the ungenerous and unchiTalrous terms which you 

propose. 

I am, sir, your very obedient senrant, 

■ S. B. BucKKSR, Brigadier-General C. S. A. 

f We quote the number from Pollard, who seems, howeTer, to have fixrgoU 
ten that he had said before in his narrative that they had only thirteen thou- 
sand troo^ in all. What account does he make of the loases in battle, and of 
those who fled with Floyd and Forrest ? 
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commander, only as yet a subordinate, indeed, but one who 
could both plan and fight ; and who, when others shoidd fail, 
might be relied on, as he has since proved himself, the hope 
of the army, and the prop of the country. It was proved, 
also, that our troops were possessed of valor, dash, and forti- 
tude. "For four successive nights, without shelter, during 
tlie most inclement weather known in that latitude, they had 
faced an enemy in large force, in a position chosen by him- 
self,*' and had " secured the greatest nxunber of prisoners of 
war (up to that time) ever taken in battle on this continent." 
These are the words of General Grant's order announcing the 
rictory. The confession of the rebels is no less strong. " The 
display of courage," says Pollard, " on the part of the Federal 
troops was unquestionable, . . . and many of our officers 
did not hesitate to express the opinion that the Western 
iroops, particularly ifrom Southern 'Illinois, Minnesota, and 
[owa, were as good fighting material as there was to be 
iound on th6 continent."* We are content, although he 
Tents his spleen in the same paragraph against the Eastern 
troops. 

We regret, even in an abstract military point of view, not 
to be able to return his compliment. The comments of mili- 
tary criticism must be entirely unfavorable to the Confederate 
axmy in this series of actions. When Grant first accosted the 
work, he was in weaker force than they absolutely, and emi- 
nently so when we consider the proportion established by 
military science between an army holding strong works and a 
force of besiegers. 

It is no after-thought, based upon later knowledge, which 
leads us to say that they should have gone forth to meet his 
advancing column from Fort Henry, and delivered a fierce 
battle, so as, at least, to cripple him, and keep him for a time 
from coming to the siege. Secondly : when he had come up, 
^th Smith and McClemand alone, they shoidd have sallied 
from the entire line of their intrenchments, and driven him 

» Pollard, First Year, 246^ 
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back ; not waiting for Wallace to come up a^d re-enforce him. 
And finally, even after the defection of Floyd and Pillow, 
Buckner should have fought to the last. His thirteen thou- 
sand men, with the re-enforcements that were coming, should 
surely have held that army at bay, or, at least, have made a 
more valiant fight before surrender. But the morale in war, ^ 
like the imagination of man, scorns aU rules ; and Buckner's 
conduct, which he defends on tiie score of humanity, — declar- 
ing that three-fourths of his army would be cut to pieces if he 
should attempt to evacuate, — ^is only really expUcable if we 
believe that his men, deserted by their commanders, would 
not fight, and that numbers, had they been doubled, were 
utterly valueless in such a case. We have a better opinion of 
Buckner than to be content with his own excuse ; if his men 
would have fought, Buckner would have led them : there was 
no more fight in them. 

The news of the Fort Donelson victory — anxiously hoped 
for, though but tremblingly expected — ^flashed in telegraphic 
Lightnings over the land,^ and intoxicated the loyal but almost 
despairing people with joy. The great cities were illuminated, 
in public buildings and private residences alike ; and waving 
flags from every house attested the almost universal senti- 
ment. National salutes echoed to each other from cities, and 
forts, and ajrmies ; Grant's name was on every lip ; and the 
least the Government could do it did, by making him a Major- 
General of Volunteers, to date from the day of the surrender. 



• Caibo, February 17, 18«a. 
To MajoBtGekeral McClellan : 

The Union flag floats over Fort Dondson, The Carondolet, Gaptain Walke, 
brings the glorious intelligence. 

The fort surrendered at nine o'clock yesterday (Sunday) morning. General 
Buckner and about fifteen thousand prisoners, and a large amount of material 
of war, are the trophies of the victory. Loss h^vy on both rides. 

Floyd, the thief, stole away during the night previous with five thousand 
men, and is denoxmced by the rebels as a traitor. I am happy to inform you 
that Flag-officer Foote, though sufiering with his foot, with the noble ch^urac- 
teristic of our navy, notwithstanding his disability, will take up immediately 
two gunboats, and with the eight mortar-boats,' which he will overtake, will 
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His order tells tlj^ story remarkably well.* He was to move 
forward without delay to still greater trinmphs. 

JTithont the slightest disparagement to any of the brave 
commanders in that siege, it is our duty and our pleasure to 
make especial mention of him who, next to General Grant, was 
the hero of Fort Donelson — General Charles Ferguson Smith, 
the leader of the assaidt on the rebel right, which decided the 
fortune of the day. 

It is the more his due, because this gallant, veteran soldier 
died soon after, at the opening of a new and what promised 
to be a most brilliant chapter in his life ; and, in watching the 
progress of our living heroes, it is the tendency of human 
nature to forget the honor due the dead. The more perfect 



make an Immediate attack on Clarksyille, if the state of the weather wHl per- 
mit We are now firing a national salate from Fort Cairo, General G^rant's 
late poBt, in honor of the glorious aehievement. 

[Signed] Geo. W. Cullum, 

Bxig.-Gen. Vols, and U. S. A., and Chief of Staff and Engineers. 

. * Qkstkral Orders, No. 2. 

HSADQUABTBBS DlSTBIOT OV WkST TsV27£88KX, 

Fort Dowelsok, February 17, 1862. 

The general commanding takes great pleasure in congtatnlating ihe troope 
of this command for the trinmph over rebellion, gained bj their valor, on the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth instant. 

For four suceessive nights, without shelter, during the moat inclement 
weather known in this latitude, they faced an enemy in large force, in a posi- 
tion ^hoeen by himself. Though strongly fortified by nature, all the additional 
safeguards suggested by science were added. Without a murmur this was 
borne, prepared at all times to receive an attack, and, with continuous skir- 
mishing by day, resulting ultimately in forcing the enemy to surrender with- 
out conditionB. 

The victory achieved is not only great in the eflEfect it will have in breaking 
down rebellion, but has secured the greatest number of prisoners of war ever 
taken in any battle on this continent. 

Fort Donelson will hereafter be marked in cajdtala on the map of our 
united country, and the men who fought the battle will live in the memory of 
a grateful people. 

By order, 

U. S. Orast, Brig.-Gen. opmmanding. 
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beau ideal of a soldier never existed in any army ihan was 
General Smith. We do not design to give a record of his life, 
nor to pen an adequate eulogium. 

The son of a surgeon in the army, he was early imbued with 
the military spirit He graduated at the Militaxy Academy 
in 1825 ; and from 1829 to 1842 he was on duty there as 
assistant instructor of tactics, adjutant, and finally as com- 
mandant of cadets. The author's recollection of him as com- 
mandant is of a model soldier — ^a daily example to the cadets 
of splendid dignity, great manliness, and magnificent personal 
appearance. We aU feared him, but thoroughly respected 
him ; and we beheye no commandant ever accomplished as 
much for the discipline of the corps as he did. He was one 
of the marked men in the army. No one was astonished at 
his splendid conduct in Mexico. In the battles of the yalley, 
he commanded a light battahon of picked men ; and he was 
so distinguished that he received three brevets — ^as major, 
lieutenant-colonel, and colonel. 

At the outbreak of the rebellion he. fell, for a short time, 
under the displeasure of the Gk>vemment, for reasons never 
divulged, and was not made a brigadier-general until August, 
1861 ; but, opportunity once offered him, the beauty and valor 
of his charge at Bonelson, under the discriminating eye of 
Grant, who had formerly been his pupH, won for him imme- 
diately an appointment as major-general. 

Pending the battle of Pittsburg Landing, he was lying sick 
at Savannah, Tennessee, where he died on the 25th of ApriL 
An accomplished general ; a superb soldier ; a dignified and 
punctiliously honorable gentleman ; a splendid specimen of a 
man ; — such is an epitome of his record, made with melan- 
choly but grateful pleasure by one of his admiring pupils, who 
owes to his instruction far more than such a slight acknow- 
ledgment can repay. 



NoTB.— Notwithstanding the bitter rebel spirit which perrades PoQard's 
work, I desire to say that it is, in many cases, very &ir and just* He oertainlj 
is not a£raid to critidse his own pec^le ; and in his " Chronology, of the War," 
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he alwayB calla a Confedente defeat bj its right name— eeldom inadverUnUy 
Aaming it a Tictorj. 

I have waded with patience and wearinesB through the shallow and tarbid 
waters of the official Confederate reports, finding little that is worth reprodu* 
dng in the narratiye. Those of Floyd and Pillow are examples of special plead- 
ing to coyer their base deeertioiL That of Backner is a succinct aocoont of his 
straits ; not without sneers; both designed and unconscious, at his superiors, 
who, when thej had surrendered the command, asked to be permitted to with- 
draw their troops. The most useful is that of lieutenant-Colonel Gilmer, late an 
officer of Gox engineers, and chief-engineer of Johnston's rebel armj, — ^from 
which I haye taken some details as authentic. The report of Mijor William 
Brown, of the Twentieth MisslsBippi, is the boldest in the denunciation of 
" senioiB. who endeayor to escape bj throwing the responsibilltx upon Junion." 
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CHAPTEE YHI- 

PBEPARATTONS FOR A NEW ADVANCE. 

6B1.HT> SNULBOXD OOXMAHD. — GxiaClLLL BUXLL 00-OPXRATU WITH HaLUEOK. — hjk- 
ItXHIBTBATIOK. — D18GIPLENK, JU8TI0K, HtlfANITT. — NaSHTILLB FALLS. — SUBPRIBB 0» 
THX PSOPLS. — A. 8. JoHKSTOir BXTIBES TO MUBFBXBSBOIIO'. — TbX ABCElfT OP THS 

TimrxseEE. — Cokinth THiocATBiiXD. — IsLAKD No. 10 — Sbals th« rivxil— Th« 

POSXTION DX8GBIBKD. — POPB TAKES NXW MaDRID. — OxmSRAL MaCKALL AlTD THB 
AkXBIOAK THBRMOPTLJI. — SOBUTLXB HaXILTON'S canal.— ThX OAPryBB AlCD 
BOUT« 

Grant's sphere of action was at once enlarged. By an 
order of General Halleck, bearing date of February 14, 1862, 
lie had been assigned to the new district of West Tennessee, 
embracing the territory fi'om Cairo, between the Mississippi 
and Cumberland rivers, to the Mississippi border, with his 
headquarters in the field. Moving his army by the west bank 
of the Cumberland, he co-operated with the gunboats in their 
ascent of the river, under Commodore Foote. 

When General HAlleck had been assigned, in the November 
preceding, to the Department of the Missouri, the Department 
of the Ohio had been confided to Brigadier-General Don 
Carlos BueU. His command comprised the States of Ohio, 
Michigan, Indiana, that portion of Kentucky east of the 
Cumberland, and the State of Tennessee. Portions of these 
two armies, thus divided by the Cumberland, were soon to 
come together, and form a combination against the enemy. 
In the mean time, however, Clarksville, on the east bank of 
the Cxmiberland, was evacuated by the enemy, and occupied 
by our forces on the 20th of February, — ^large quantities of 
stores being found there. The gunboats were then pushed on 
towards Nashville. The rebels were, in great haste, seeking a 
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new line ; and it was of vast importance so to hurry them, 
that they should find this a difficult or troublesome task. 

Grant's administration of his new district was energetic, 
and his preparations for a new advance were rapidly made. 
He established martial law over West Tennessee ; and ordered 
that " Tennessee, by her rebelliouy haying ignored all laws of 
the United States, no courts wiU be allowed to act under 
State authority ; but all cases coming within reach of the mil- 
itary.arm will be adjudicated by the authorities the Gbvem- 
ment has established within the State." To guard against all 
Ucense in the conduct of his troops, he republished Oeneral 
Halleck's order, that they should ''let no excesses on their 
part tarnish the glory of their army." The course of justice 
was tempered with humanity ; and when it was necessary to 
take supplies and subsistence for his troops from citizens, he 
ordered that the demands shoidd be as light as possible, — so 
distributed as to produce no distress, and in every case re- 
ceipted for. Justice and consideration to citizens not in arms, 
and succor to the poor, when oppressed by Union men or 
rebels, have always been his rule, — a course of action prompted 
by principle, and never 'intermitted on accoimt of public 
opinion or political pressure. 

Nashville, where Johnston had only remained to await the 
issue of the fighting at Donelson, was abandoned as soon as 
that fortress fell, and was occupied on Sunday evening, Feb- 
ruary 23d, by Colonel Kennet, of the Fourth Ohio cavalry, of 
General O. M. Mitchell's division.* On the 3d of March, CJo- 
lumbus, the second Gibraltar of the West (Bowling Green was 
the first, and Vicksburg was to be the third), fell before the 
strategy of Halleck and Buell, and the splendid battle tactics 
of Grant. Fort Henry was the first act in the process of 
destruction : Fort Donelson dealt an additional blow to the 
tottering ruin. 

The fall of Nashville was a" terrible blow. The rebel hi&- 



* The snnender is publicly believed to have been made to General Nelson, 
bat that officer did not amve with his diTision nntil three days after, t 
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torion compares the effect to the shock of an earthquake, 
when the congregations in tiie churches heard that ihe Fed- 
erals were coming.* The people had been entirely deceiyed, 
or lulled into security. No one anticipated such a fate. 

Johnston moved with his main body to Murfreesboro', leav- 
ing to Floyd and Forrest (who had just "retreated" from 
Donelson) the duty of removing or destroying the supplies ; 
while a mob, ravenous for spoils, " secured and secreted gov- 
ernment stores enough to open respectable groceries." • The 
evacuation of Columbus, also, was a great blow to them, and 
a great acquisition to us ; but it was a military necessity — a 
sequence in the inexorable logic of the war. The works 
were of immense strength, consisting of tier on tier of bat- 
teries on the river-front, and a strong parapet and ditch, 
crossed by a thick abatis, on the land side,t and a vast chain, 
to stop the passage of the Mississippi. 

The fleet was now withdrawn down the Cumberland, and a 
portion of it sent up the Tennessee, over the ground already 
so adventurously reconnoitred by the expedition of lieutenant- 
Commander Phelps. That river General Halleck designed to 
be a most important line of operations for Grant's army ; and 
Grant was putting out his antenn» to feel his way to the ter- 
rible battle-field of Pittsburg Landing. Making his temporary 
headquarters at Fort Henry, — where, indeed, he was detained 
by department orders, for causes not pubUcly divulged,t-he 
began a new organi2ation of his forces, for this stiU more 
difficult campaign. The troops, as they came up from every 
direction, were pushed forward as rapidly as possible, under 
General C. F. Smith, to Savannah, about twenty miles from 
the Mississippi line, and to other adjacent points ; and as they 
iSioved forward, it was evident to the Confederates that their 
great route of communication from east to west, by the Mem- 
phis and Charleston Eailroad, was threatened. This road 
crosses the Mobile and Ohio ij&aihroad at the little village of 
Corinth ; and the junction there was seen at a glance, by the 
■-■■■■-■■' ' ' — " — » 

• PoUaid, Fbtt Tear of the War, p. 1^46. t General CuUi^a's dispatcli. 
I See note at end of the chapterjtized by V^C . ^ 



PREPARATIONS FOR A NEW ADVANCE. 77 

generals of both armies, to be a point of great strategio 
importance. Grant was marching down to attack or flank it, 
and cat the railroad ; and the rebels, with wise foresight, and 
praiseworthy valor, — a different spirit from that displayed at 
Fort Henry and Fort Donelson, — determined to hazard a 
battle, and strike a stonning blow in its defence, at some dis^ 
tance north of it, on the Tennessee. For once they had good 
generals — " foemen worthy the steel" of Grant — ^men who, in a 
just cause, would haye gained immortal renown. 

ISLAND NO. 10. 

Before, however, attempting .a delineation of the great 
batile of Pittsburg Landing, we mnst return for a brief space 
to the Mississippi Biver, which, having been for a time effect- 
ually barred by the fortifications of Columbus, needed a new 
seal and barrier, when, on the 3d of March, those works were 
dismantled and abandoned by General Polk. That fiery pre- 
late had been directed to ** select a defensive position below ;" 
and, moving his forces to the river, had, by the aid of his en- 
gineers, arranged strong defences at Island No. 10, the main 
land in Madrid bend, and at the town of New Madrid.* 

This was part of a concerted plan ; Johnston was moving 
southward by the left bank of the Tennessee to defend Mem- 
phis, where strong works were erected. . Vicksburg, with its 
river-knot in front, was strong by nature, and also fortified by 
the engineer's art New Orleans was, to all seeming, in rebel 
possession until " the crack of doom," and the forts below it 
seemed to preclude approach from the Gulf. 

Among tiie most loyal men tiiere were many who doubted 
the practicability of clearing the Mississippi ; and until that 
should be done, all doubted the downfall 6i the rebellion. 
The Father of Waters had submitted to the rebel chain, and 
there was no patriot sword or battle-axe which could strike off 



* The priilGipal isLands in the MiBsissippi, beginning^uBt below the moath 
of tho Ohio, are numbered down the xiver. Island Na 1 lies JoBt below Qaiza 
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ihe ^ocorsed Uziks. It was a gigantic task, for which neither 
workman nor implements seemed to have been yet fonnd: 

Island No. 10 is about forty-five miles below Coliunbus. It 
lies nearly in mid-channel, and is about a mile long and a half 
mile in breadth at its widest pari Its armament consisted 
principally of four heavy batteries on the^and, sweeping the 
main channel, and seven on the Kentucky and Tennessee 
shores, most of the guns having been brought from Colum- 
bus. To define its situation a little more clearly, the river, 
which above it flows westward, makes a bend to the south ; 
then to the west and north, in which is the island ; and again, 
eight miles below, a turn to the south, on which, upon the 
right bank, is New Madrid. Point Pleasant is a village on 
the right bank, about ten miles below New Madrid ; while Tip- 
tonville is on the opposite bank, a short distance below Point 
Pleasant. The double bend, in the form of an irregular and 
inverted S, with the island and the town at the extreme points, 
with peninsulas thus formed, cutting off in the one case nine 
miles, and in the other twenty, seems exactly formed to take 
the eye of the strategist and engineer. 

The works on the island, and the supporting batteries on 
the left bank, having been completed, the old Pelican dock of 
New Orleans was brought up, armored, and converted into a 
floating battery ; the rebel gunboats nestled under the bat- 
teries ; forts were erected at New Madrid, and the entire de- 
fences of Island No. 10 were declared to be very strong — at 
least, a sort of semi-Gibraltar. 

It mattered little to the Confederacy that Greneral John 
Pope was dispatched against them ; and, even when he had 
captured Point Pleasant, they felt little concern. They were 
still more exultant when the nine hours' bombardment by Flag- 
Officer Foote failed of results. He had, in order to test the 
strength of the works, moved down with a fleet, consisting of 
five gunboats and four mortar-boats, from Hickman, twenty 
miles above, and his bombardment had seemed to produce no 
effect. 

Pope's first essay was to take New Madrid ; a^d this he sue- 
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ceeded in doing, notwithstanding the efforts of Commodore 
HoUins with the rebel gunboats to prevent him. Thus, while 
Foote was coming down to try the defences above, he received 
information from Pope that, under fire of his siege-guns, the 
enemy had evacuated the town, that the river was closed be- 
low, and that there was no escape for the garrison by water. 
The first act was done, and well done. 

But, although shut up by water, the garrison was strong, 
the works numerous and powerful, and the island would seal 
the river for us, until they should be reduced. 

The rebel force consisted of about eight thousand men, 
commanded by Brigadier-General W. W. Mackall, who had 
assumed command on the 5th of March, — ^so much a stranger 
to his own troops, that he deemed it necessary to rest his 
merits in their eyes upon the fact that he was " a general 
made by Bragg and Beauregard." He was a graduate of West 
Point, and, as an assistant adjutant-general in our service, 
had been esteemed a good ofQcer ; but he promised too much 
at the island, and failed. His promises and his energy, how- 
ever, had given new hope to the Confederacy. They con- 
sidered us checkmated in the river game : at the least, it was 
to be " an American Thermopylae." The rebel generals were 
fond of Grecian and Boman precedents, but the comparison 
was never complete. 

Although thus heiomed in by Pope's army on the south, 
and the gunboats on the north, they would, however, have 
kept the river sealed against us for some time, had it not been 
for a plan conceived by General Schuyler Hanulton, who 
commanded a division in Pope's army. 

The overflow in the river-bottom rendered it impossible for 
Pope to march his troops from New Madrid to the vicinity of 
the Union gunboats, and he had no transports to carry them 
across to any point south of the island. Could that passage 
be made, the strong works would be taken in rear by a land 
force, and must fall. 

Hamilton's suggestion was this : to cut a navigable passage 
across the peninsula above Now Madrid, by which to float the 
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transports across. This herculean task Vas at once executed^ 
and with perfect success. 

In nineteen days our army had completed a canal twelve 
miles long, and fifty feet wide, a jwrtion of it through heavy- 
timber, which had to be sawed off four and a half feet under 
water by the hand. The work was done under the superin- 
tendence of Colonel J. W. Bissell, with his engineer regiment. 
The passage was pronounced ready, Foote again engaged the 
enemy, and while one gunboat was attracting, or rather dis- 
tracting, the attention of Bucker's Battery, the Garondelet 
slipped past them all, and ran down to New Madrid. This 
was on the night of the 4th of April. On the 6th, at 
nightfall, the Pittsbui^ hkewise ran the batteries, not without 
some damage ; and, on the same night, a fleet of steamboats 
and transport barges came through the canal, took on our 
troops at New Madrid, carried them over to the Ten- 
nessee shore, and the impregnable works fell like the 
walls of Jericho. Where now was their boasted strength ? 
Would they immortalize their American Thermopylsd ? Alas, 
for their vain-glorying! There was no intrepidity, no 
dignity ; the scene was pitiable in the extreme. They 
had shown great skill in putting themselves into traps : 
the attempt to escape was panic, confusion, utter imbe- 
cility. One hundred and twenty-four guns were taken, 
most of them uninjured. The attempt at spiking, by the 
hands of those eager to fly, was an entire failure. Their 
boats, not effectually scuttled, were most of them recovered 
by our men. The floating-battery was true te her name ; 
although scuttled, she would not sink, but was foimd high and 
dry near Point Pleasant, Ohd was immediately put in com- 
mission, as chief of the United States nondescripts. The 
number of prisoners actually accounted for at the surrender 
was not more than three thousand, but hundreds upon hun- 
dreds of starving wretches wandered among the swamps in 
their efforts to escape, most of whom fell into our hands, and 
were glad at the last to escape starvation on the terms of im- 
prisonment or parole. 
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Again had the soldiers of the Confederacy been dnped bj 
their leaders ; again had the people been beguiled into false 
security. A glance at the map will show to any military eye, 
that Island No. 10 was only a temporary expedient Strong 
as an isolated point, it could be flanked, surrounded, perfectly 
uiTested, and then its very isolation made it a cage. Its fall 
was certain ; and the yalue of their boasted strategy is indi- 
cated, when we remember that Polk evacuated Columbus on 
the 3d of March ; Mackall took command of the island de- 
fences on the 6th ; and just one day over a month — that is, on 
the 6th, of April — our transports were going down to New 
Madrid. The formal surrender was made on the 8th. 

Although General Grant had no immediate connection with 
these operations, we have dwelt upon them as forming' a part 
of the great problem, a knowledge of which is needed to en- 
able us to take in the entire scope of action. And now, after 
this glance at the collateral and contemporaneous moTements 
by Pope, let us return to Grant. 

NoTB.— After tlie battle of Fort Doneleon, Grant had gone (Feb. 26) to Nasb- 
viUe to confer with Bnell. Some malignant persons had reported this to Hal- 
leck and to Washington, and it was made a canse of complaint against him. 
Add to this, that the state of his command, on acconnt of constant marchinga, 
battles, sickness, detachments, and re-enforcements, made it dif&cnlt for ^m 
to report its exact condition ; for this> fault was fonnd with bim. He was 
also blamed for letting C. F. Smith go to Nashville with his diyiskm. And 
to his utter astonishment, he was, on March 4th, ordered to turn over the 
command of his forces moving up the Tennessee to C. F. Smith, while he 
was to remain at Fort Henry. A correspondence took place between himself 
and HaUeck, in which he asked to be relieved entirely from duty— taking es- 
pecial umbrage at ah anonymous letter which -had been sent vili^ng him. 
But he was restored to duty and fuU command, and General Halleck wrote a 
letter to the headquarters of the army removing all misconceptions. He as- 
sumes general command March 14th. 

4* 
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CHAPTEB IX. 

OBAirr's NEW CAMPAIGN. 

PiTTSBTTBo Lamdhto. — Thx LAirsiXG. — GxAKT'sDisposmoirs. — The rsbsi. adtavos. — 

JonNSTOK^S FBOOLAXATION.— ThB ATTACK ON PrKMTISS.— On SiLERXAN, HuRLBTTT, 

MoClsrhand, akd Wallace.— Thb siruATioir at ten- o'clock. — ^Rebel Losaps. — 
The ounboats. — Webster's Artillert.— Svroeon CoRinrsr.— The vhtal attack 

ON SUNBAT. — Le-WIS WaLLAOE ARRIVES. — Hm DELAY. — MoNDAY MORNIKO. — KL'ELI. 
ON THE YIELD. — BaTTLB ON THE LEFT — On THE RIGHT. — BeaUREOARD RETIRES. — 

ComCENTfl.. 

\ 

The field of Pittsburg Landing had been selected by Gen- 
eral C. F. Smith,* who had immediate command of the troops 
in the field, and who soon acquired information of the rebel 
designs. It was on the west bank of the Tennessee, and for 
the most part densely wooded with tall trees, and but little 
undergrowth. The landing is immediately flanked on the left 
by a short but precipitous rayine, along which runs the road 
to Corinth. On the right and left, forming a good natural 
flanking arrangement, were ISnake and Lick creeks, which 
would compel the attack of the enemy to be made in front. 
The distance between the mouths of these creeks is about two^ 
and a half miles. The locaUty was well chosen. The landing 
was protected by the gunboats Tyler and Lexington. Buell's 
Army of the Ohio was coming up to re-enforce Grant ; and 
although the river lay in oiir rear, that was the direction of 
advance. Just at that time it was the best possible thing for 
our army to fight a battle, and the moral effect of a victory 
would be invaluable to our cause. 

Grant, who arrived at Savannah on the 17th of March, a 
point from which he could best oversee his whole force, keep ac- 



* Slicrman's letter to tho editor of the XJnitod States Service Maga^nc, 
January, 1865. 
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count of his re-enforcementB, and daily visit his detachments, 
had placed the five divisions of Prentiss, McClemand, W. H. 
Wallace,* Horlbut, and Sherman. Lewis Wallace's division 
was thns disposed : the first brigade at Cramp's Landing ; the 
second two miles above it ; the third at AdamsviUe ; all ready 
to concentrate and move down to join the main force when- 
ever circiunstances should render it necessary. 

Grant's force on the field was thns arranged : Prentiss was 
on the left, about a mile and a half from the landing, facing 
southward ; McClemand at some distance on his right, facing 
southwest ; Sherman at Shiloh Church, on the right of Mc- 
Clemand, and in advance of him ; Hurlbut and Wallace a 
mile in rear of McClemand, in reserve, the former supporting 
the left, and the latter the right wing. The whole force was 
about thirty-eight thousand men. 

To attack and overwhelm Grant's Army of the Tennessee, 
before the Army of the Ohio could arrive, was Beauregard's 
purpose ; for that general had, in his headquarters at Corinth, 
planned the whole movement, and even while Johnston was on 
' the field, wds looked upon as the leader. By the fall of John- 
ston, he became also the nominal commander, on the after- 
noon of the first day. 

Beauregard had been very diligent in collecting troops from 
every available quarter, and although Grant had assumed the 
offensive, the rebel leader took the initiative in a very hand- 
some manner. Bragg's corps had been brought from Mobile 
and Pensacola ; Polk had come down with the greater part of 
his troops from the evacuation of Columbus ; and Johnston had 
brought up his reserve army, which had retreated from Nash- 
ville to Murfreesboro'. These concentrated forces, first hav- 
ing been disposed as an army of observation, along the Mobile 
and Ohio BaHroad, from Bethel to Corinth, and along the 
Memphis and Charleston Eailroad, from Corinth to luka, were 
now informed of the work before them. 

* Owing to Smith's severe sickness, and Mcdcmand's dissatisfiiction at being 
commanded hj a jumor. Grant assumed the immediate command of the expe- 
Aition, March 81. ^ , 
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What Beauregard hoped to eflfect, we can only now conjec- 
ture. His report, made after his discomfiture, declares — 
Credat Judceus — that it was only to stun our army, take our 
stores, and then return to Corinth. 

The advance of the rebels was not without some premoni- 
tions. There was slight skirmiflhing at Crump's Landing,- on 
the 2d of April, and on the 4th a grand reconnoissance of our 
position was made, from which, however, they rapidly retired. 
It was then known also that Beauregard expected to be re- 
enforced by the trans-Mississippi armies of Price and Van 
Dorn. 

On the 3d of April, General A. S. Johnston, their ostensible 
commander-in-chief, issued a stirring proclamation to the 
" Army of the Mississippi,"* and the march was begun. The 
rebel force thus set in motion, with high hopes and overween- 
ing fancies, was composed of the army corps of W. J. Hardee, 
Braxton Bragg, Leonidas Polk, and the reserves under Breck- 
inridge. 

Hardee's 'corps was in front, and contained the divisions of 
Hindman, Cleburne, and Wood ; Bragg had two divisions, those 
of Buggies and Withers ; Polk had two, Clark's and Cheat- 
ham's ; Breckinridge's reserves were composed of the brigades 
of Trabue, Bowen, and Statham. 

• SoiiDrERB OF THE ABMT OF THE MI86IBBIFFI : 

I have put 70a in motion to offer battle to the invadeni of your country, with 
the reeolution, and disci^dine, and valor becoming men, fighting, as you are, for 
all worth living or dying for. Ton can but march to a dedslve victory over 
agrarian mercenaries, sent to 8abj.agate and despoil yon of yoor liberties, 
property, and honor. 

Remember the precious stake involved ; remember the dependence of your 
mothers, your wives, your sisters, and your children, on the result. Remember 
the fiedr, broad, abounding lands, the happy homes, that will be desolated- by 
your defeat. The eyes and hopes of eight millions of people rest upon you. 
Tou are expected to show yourselves worthy of your valor and courage, worthy 
of the women of the South, whose noble devotion in this war has never been 
exceeded* in any time. With such incentives to brave deeds, and with trust 
that God is with us, your general will lead you confidently to the combat, as- 
sured of success. 

By order of Gjcneral A. S. JoHKSTON, commanding. 
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On Friday, the 4th, five days' rations had been issued, — ^they 
expected to have later issues from our st(Jl'es, which they were 
going to capture. The rebel march was along the numerous 
narrow and heavy roads which converge towards the landing. 
They were unencumbered and light, but it rained very heavily, 
and they were not able to get into position in our front until 
Saturday night ; and then so weary and worn, that they were 
in no condition to attack without a night's rest. The great 
armies being now fairly in contact, the ''men lay down to their 
rest in silence. Those nearest our hues were allowed no fires, 
and there were no sounds of drums or bugles which should 
disclose to us their position or their strength. Beauregard, 
weak from recent sickness, is the oracle of the more distant 
camp-fire at his headquarters ; he completes his dispositious, 
and gives to his commanders their orders for the morrow. 
He declares, that the next night they would sleep in our 
camps, which they did; but if we may believe the current 
report of the time, he ^o said, that the next day he would 
water his horse in the Tennessee or in h — ^11. Fortunately — 
and perhaps unfortunately — ^he was enabled to do neither. 

But, it must be confessed, his plans were well conceived. 
Through spies, residents of the coimtry, he had an intimate 
knowledge of the position and composition of Grant's army. 
He was in great hopes that Buell would not arrive in time to 
aid our forces; and stealing upon us, to some extent una- 
wares, he and I^s generals were in admirable spirits ; and 
there was not one in that informal council, who did not feel 
sure of an easy and complete victory on the morrow. 

THE BATTLE. 

The morning of the 6th rose bright and clear — a lovely 
spring day. By three o'clock the rebel army had breakfasted, 
laid aside their knapsacks, and stripped to the bloody work. 
Portions of the Union army were stiU wrapped in thp most 
profound slumber; others, nearer the enemy, were making 
lazy preparation for breakfast. Prentiss, warned, indeed, of 
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an unusual demonstration in his front, but by no means sus- 
pecting that fortj-fiye thousand men were about to spring 
upon him, had not only strengthened his pickets, but had sent 
out Colonel Moore, with five companies^ to reconnoitre. The 
attack upon Moore was sudden, and he sent back in hfiste for 
re-enforcements, while he was falling back. 

The shock had come : it was sudden and stunning. Pren- 
tiss was formed in two brigades. Peabody with the Twenty- 
first Missouri, Sixteenth Wisconsin, and Twelfth Michigan, 
was first to bear the brunt. His second brigade was at the 
landing, but was at once hurried up. But it was too late. 
Prentiss was driven back in great confusion : some guns and 
a few prisoners were lost. A glance at the original position 
of Prentiss and Sherman, on the map, shows a wide gap be- 
tween them. Hurlbut is too far in the rear, and McClemand 
too far to the right. Into this gap Hardee pushes vigorously, 
forming the first rebel line, strengthened by Gladden's brigade 
of Wither's division, sent by Bragg; he is almost entirely 
unopposed, and thus he flanks not only the flying regiments 
of Prentiss, but those of Sherman, unless McClemand is 
ready in his support. Prentiss, re-enforced, endeavors to 
rally, but Bragg, whose corps forms the rebel second line, 
sends the rest of Wither's division to re-enforc^ Hardee ; Chal- 
mers attacks his left, Jackson his right. He is rolled up at both 
ends. Peabody is killed, and Prentiss and his division again 
driven back in confusion. He fights with varied fortunes dur- 
ing the day ; but, by an overwhelming charge of the rfebels, is 
cut off from the rest of the army and the landing, and captured, 
with the greater part of his division, late in the afternoon. 

Let us turn to Sherman. His line to the right and rear of 
Shiloh church was thus formed and arranged : Hildebrand's 
brigade, of three Ohio and one Illinois regiments, was on the 
left ; Buckland's, of three Ohio regiments, in the centre ; and 
McDowell, wiUi one Ohio, one Illinois, and one Iowa, on the 
right. His artillery, under Captain Taylor, was at the church. 
Sherman's pickets were driven in about sunrise, and his line, 
hastily formed. To the men it was something of a surprise. 
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Some ran in confusion; but most of them stood firm, while 
Taylor's guns opened on the enemy's advance. Here, also, 
the contest was to be for a time unequal. Buggies' division 
of Bragg's corps, with Hodgson's Battery, attacked him in 
front, whUe Hardee, having routed Prentiss, exeouted a left 
half-wheel, to flank and envelop Sherman. Buggies' brigades 
were commanded by Gibson, Anderson, and Pond. Sher- 
man's position at the church was on a ridge, and a creek lay 
in front. The first effort to stay the rebel tide was a charge 
by Hildebrand, but he was soon compelled to fall back before 
the enemy's numbers and vigor ; and, in spite of our attack, 
the admirable fire of Taylor's guns, the help of McClemand, 
the splendid gallantry of Sherman, the rebels crossed the 
creek and surged upon our. line, and into the gap on Sherman's 
left flank. Checked again and again by Taylor's fire, the tide 
swelled on, until at length an enfilading fire on our left com- 
pelled Sherman to fall back, with the loss of three of Water- 
house's guns ; for, while this terrible struggle was going on 
on the left of Sherman, his right and centre were also hotly 
®^g^6d. Buckland and McDowell were sustainmg a vigor- 
ous attack from Pond's and Anderson's brigades, which ad- 
vanced with a heavy artillery fire. Thus Sherman's flanks 
were rglled back, and he was compelled to take up a new po- 
sition, which, however, he was not permitted to hold long ; 
for Polk, with the third rebel line, had come up to aid Bragg, 
and they were moving to Sherman's rear, who was thus in 
danger of being cut off from the landing and from the rest of 
the army. His last position was taken up on a ridge, with his 
left flank on a run, covering the bridge across Snake Creek, by 
which he expected the arrival of Lewis "Wallace's division. 

In describing so confused a battle, we must not attempt to 
interweave the actions of the various commanders in one nar- 
rative, but to keep each distinct, tmtil, by an array of the facts, 
we are able to combine and collate them. Having thus briefly 
disposed of the divisions of Sherman and Prentiss, and having 
brought upon the field the rebel force, Hardee, Bragg, and 
Polk — ^all, except Breckinridge's reserves — ^we are now ready 
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to notice the parts played by Hurlbut, MoClemand, and W. 
H. L. Waflace, both in support of the advanced troops, and 
in separate actions of their own. 

Hurlbut's division was composed of the brigades of Veatch, 
Williams, and Lanman, and a light battery was attached to 
each brigade. Upon the first urgent request of Prentiss, he 
had sent him Yeatch*s brigade ; and as that had been unable 
to stem the tide, he formed Williams and Lauman, with bat- 
teries on the right and left, in a cotton-field on the Hamburg 
road, and there awaited the advancing rebels. In came Pren- 
tiss's command in hot haste, and on came Withers, pursuing. 
Meyer's battery, which had been placed on the left, was de- 
serted by the gunners, but Prentiss called for volunteers to 
man it, and a dozen men came forward ; they held their posi- 
tion, while Prentiss's debris were rallying in rear. This was 
the darkest hour, and Hurlbut and Wallace, who had been 
held in reserve, were now to bear the brunt of the battle. 
Hurlbut and McClemand were slowly pressed back until they 
camQ upon a line with the camps of Wallace's division. Pren- 
tiss was a prisoner, and his division broken up. Sherman 
had been forced back, and Hildebrand's brigade cut to pieces. 
The regiments sent by McClernand to Sherman had been very 
much cut up. Many guns were lost, and the rebels had driven 
our forces a mile, and were in our camps. 

As far as mathematical statements and lines can indicate 
such a confused condition of things, the order at ten o'clock 
was the following : Colonel Stewart, of Sherman's division, who 
had been posted on the Hamburg road in the morning, far to 
the left, and who had held his position most gallantly against 
the overwhelming numbers of Breckinridge's reserves, had 
been slowly driven back to join Hurlbut's left, in spite of the 
re-enforcements of McArthur's brigade of Wallace's division. 
Next came Hurlbut, who had posted himself to resist the 
rebel advance ; and behind him were the fugitives of General 
Prentiss. McClemand was on his right and rear ; and Sher- 
man's left in rear of McClemand. ^ 

General William H. .L. Wallace had sent McArthur's tri- 
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gade to sapport Stewart, but it had lost its way, and was 
onable to join Stewart, who had, as we hare seen, been 
obhged to fall back As it was now manifest that the fury of 
the rebel attack was to be directed to our left, Gteneral Wal- 
lace marched his other brigades over to join McArthur, thus" 
filling the space so threatened upon Hurlbut's left, and took 
with him three Missouri batteries — Stone's, Eichardson's, and 
Webber's — all under Major Cavender. Here, from ten o'clock 
mitil four, this devoted force manfully sustained the terrific 
fire and frequent attack of the continually increasing foe. 
Upon Wallace and Hurlbut the enemy made four separate 
charges, which were splendidly repulsed. At length Hurlbut 
was obliged to fall back, and, their sinpports all gone, Wallace's 
division were satisfied that they too must retire. To add to the 
disorder, their commander, General Wallace, fell mortally 
wounded, and was carried from the field. The artillery had 
done admirable execution. Stone's Battery, particularly, re;- 
treating slowly, and finng continually. 

The rebels had accomplished much, but they were paying 
dear for their experiment. Gladden and Hindman were 
killed ; and at half -past two a minie ball pierced General A. 
S. Johnston's leg, and the woxmd, though small, was mortal. 

But they had as yet far the best of it. We had lost 
Prentiss and three thousand prisoners, and the greater part 
of our advanced artillery.* The river-banks are swarming 
with fugitives and skulkers, who, when asked why they do not 
return to the front, say their regiments are cut to pieces, or 
they cannot find them, and who resist aU the swearing, coax- 
ing, and storming of the officers sent to bring them back. 
But the action of the day is not yet at an end. The. rebels 
have reached the raviue, and, placing their guns in battery, 
they must clear a path for an infantry attack before they can 
drive away our forces, and seize the landing. And now the 
grand opportunity for our artillery, land and naval, has 

* Only the organizations of four regiments were captured, viz., the Eightli 
Twy^lfth, and Foarteenth Iowa, and the Fifty-eighth minois infiemtiy. 
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arrived. Captain Gwin, of the Tyler, sends an office^ to 
General Grant for permission to shell the woods and sweep 
the ravine. He is told to act according to his own judgment ; 
and he does it to good purpose. The Tyler and Lexington 
open, and sweep the ravine — enfilading the rebel lines and 
batteries. Colonel Webster, of General Grant's staff, with a 
quick eye and a skilful hand, has placed upon a ridge at the 
landing three thirty-twos and two eight-inch howitzers. Vol- 
unteers are called for to man them, and, to his great honor 
be it said. Dr. Comyn, surgeon of the First Missouri artillery, 
offers his services, and does most excellent duty, cutting out 
work for other surgeons. All along the crest, our reserve 
artillery, consisting of twenty-fours, tens, and twenties, sixty 
guns in aU, is placed in position, and the landing is safe be- 
yond any peradventure. 

But our army is exhausted ; the line is reduced to one mile 
in length, in a curve at the landing ; it is a forced concentra- 
tion, but it really consolidates what remain. 

Prentiss and Wallace's divisions, owing to the loss of 
general officers, are subdivided, and assigned to other divi- 
sions, and all the commands are greatly intermingled. The 
rebels encircle our reduced and crowded line south and west of 
the ravine. They have placed their artillery on the opposite 
crest, and still determine to cross that ravine, seize the road, 
and cut us off from the landing. Vain boast ; if our troops 
have been worsted, Beauregard is not unscathed. His army 
is badly cut up, and the organizations are very much confused 
and mixed ; and yet he essays the herculean task. As fai' as 
we can determine the rebel order now, the corps organization 
is lost; they are fighting by divisions and brigades. Chal- 
mers is on their right, with Breckinridge in rear ; and then 
langing to the left are Withers, Cheatham, Buggies, Gibson, 
Stewart, Anderson, Stephens, and Pond, much reduced, but 
still ready to fight. 

But this new attack is destined to be a failure. Our artil- 
lery fire from the noi*th crest is continuous and severe ; and 
wherever the smoke and flashes of their guns disclose the 
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rel^jl positions^ they are swept by the guns of Gwin and 
Shirk from the boats. At length the rebel column is launched 
forth, consisting of Chalmers and Jackson's brigades; they 
rash down the ravine and up the northern slope ; but a few 
ToUeys cut them up, and drive them back like sheep. Three 
times they face the horrible fire, and are mowed down by an 
invisible enemy. The tide has turned. It is now nightfall, 
and Beauregard, professing himself satisfied with what he has 
done, and certainly checked in what he is now doing, ignorant 
too of BueU's arrival, determines to leave the finishing touch, 
the final overthrow of Grant's discomfited army, until the 
morning. But at last our men are in a secure position, while 
his are disheartened and demoralized by their last repulse. 
Grant, who had been all day upon the field, anticipating the 
want, by sending up ammunition, had visited Sherman about 
five o'clock, and, yet ignorant of Buell's arrival, had ordered him, 
with the assistance of Lewis Wallace, who was now crossing 
the Snake Greek bridge, to assume the offensive in the morning. 
Of the movements of General Wallace, it must be said, that 
Grant had expected his appearance earner upon the field. 
He had been particularly directed to move by the road 
nearest the river, and parallel to it, until he reached our right 
m rear of the camps of the Second (W. H. L. Wallace's) division, 
and there form in line at right angles with the river. He moved 
at twelve o'clock from a point only four miles and a half dis- 
tant from that to which he was ordered ; but, from some mis- 
conception or misunderstanding of the orders, he pursued a 
road almost at right angles to the one he had been directed 
to take, so that, after marching five miles, when he was over- 
taken by Colonel Eowley, of General Grant's staff, he was no 
nearer the battle-field than when he started. He marched 
back again to within half a mile from the point from which 
he started, where he struck the road to Pittsburg Landing, 
which he should have taken at the first. Thus it happened 
that he did not reach the field until after dark. General 
Grant's opinion is, that, had he not been delayed, Pren- 
tiss ought have been saved from capture, an^^ perhaps, 
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the battle won the first d&ji He had not for a moznen 
lost heart, and he has always believed that he could have sue- 
cessfollj resisted the rebel army without farther assistance. 

But assurance is now doubly sure ; Buell has arrived, and 
is in person on the field. In the fadiag light, Nelson's 
division^ of his army crosses above the landing, with the in- 
telligence that McCook and Crittenden are coming up the river 
from Savannah. On the right, behind Sherman, Lewis* Wal- 
lace, leaving only two regiments at Crump's Landing, is cross- 
ing the creek with his fresh division by a good bridge, near 
the landing. The tables are completely turned. Our artil- 
lery, and the gunboats, having forced Beauregard to fall back 
for safety, are keepiug his wearied troops awake during the 
night. All night long steamers will ply between Savannah 
and Pittsburg, bringing up the divisions of McCook and Crit- 
tenden ; and with the first streak of dawn, we shall be ready 
for an overwhelming advance. Sherman has already ad- 
vanced to the right and front ; Lewis Wallace files in upon 
his right, and thus the worn-out troops sink into dreamless 
rest. The forest is full of dead and wounded, who cannot 
yet be cared for ; when, to add to the horrors, the woods are 
set on fire. Some of the wounded peiish in the flames, while 
others are shrieking as the fiery death sweeps upon them. 
But, thanks be to God, a sudden April rain-storm quenches 
tlie fire, and tempers the fever of these helpless men, as rain 
only can. 

MONDAY MOBNING. 

Commanders and men on both sides knew that the dawn 
must bring on the battle again, — a struggle the more bitter, 
because each was determined to assume the ofiensive, and the 



* General Grant, hearing that Nelson's division had arrived on the night oi 
the 5th in the vicinity of Savannah, had sent him an order, as earlj as seven 
o'clock in the morning of the 6th, to move to a point on the river opposite Pitts* 
bnrg Landing ; but, according to his offidal report, he did not start until aboat 
one o'clock, and did not reach his destinatioa until late in the aftenuxm. 
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shock would be like that of mediffiyal knights in mid lists. 
The fresh troops were placed in line as they came upon the 
field, far in advance, npon the ground abandoned by Beaure- 
gard after the failure of his last attack. Nelson was on the 
left ; then in order Crittenden, McCook, Hurlbut, McClemand, 
fiSierman, and Lewis Wallace, — ^the new line on the left nearly 
a mile in advance of our position on Sunday evening. 

Nelson's division contained the brigades of Ammen, Bruce, 
and Hazen ; and Ammen's brigade, which had first arrived, 
had joined in resisting the advance on Sunday evening, when 
they crossed. 

Crittenden had two brigades — ^Boyle's and W. S. Smith's, 
with MendenhaU's regular battery, and Bartlett's Ohio bat- 
tery. 

McGook had the three brigades of Bousseau, Gibson, and 
Kirk, with the batteries of Stone, Goodspeed, and Terrill: 
Bousseau's brigade was a large one. Colonel Gibson com- 
manded the brigade of E. W. Johnson, who was absent sick. 
Lewis "Wallace's division contained the brigades of M. L. 
Smith, Thayer, and Whittlesey. 

The battle began by a determined advance on our left and 
centre ; simultaneously with which, Beauregard, having formed 
a strong rear-guard and whipping in aU stragglers, undertook 
a vigorous assaidt upon our left. He was still deceived into 
the hope that he might capture the landing. The assault 
upon Nelson was tremendous ; but while his troops were 
wavering, in spite of all his efforts, the regular battery of 
Captain Mendenhall, detached by BueU from Crittenden's 
division, came into action, unlimbering at a jump, while the 
rebels were rushing forward, and, by rapid discharges of 
grape and canister, hurled them back. Again and again 
fredi troops were poured upon our left, but only to be driven 
back. At length Hazen's brigade charged, captured a rebel 
battery, and ttimed it upon the astonished enemy. 

Once more a rebel charge, and Hazen is driven back, when 
Terrill's battery, 6f McCook's division, beiog in search of its 
position, is posted by General BueU at the contested point 
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He opens with shell from his ten-ponnders, and grape and 
canister from his brass twelves, and the bnmt of the battle 
bums low in Nelson's front. BueU has admirably posted his 
artillery, and the guns have been splendidly served. Nelson 
can move forward. On his right, Crittenden and McCook ad- 
vanced abreast, but to meet with a stubborn resistance. 
Throughout the war, as numerous examples could testify, the 
rebel generals always sought to pierce our line at its weakest 
point — at some joint in the armor. It was so now. In the 
slight intervfiJ between Crittenden and McCook they endeav- 
ored to force a passage. Eousseau^ partially flanked, is driven 
back, but rallies upon the support of Kirk's and Gibson's 
brigades. 

On the right, Sherman and "Wallace have advanced with 
ardor to the same ridge occupied by the former on Simday 
morning. But here again furious battle was to be joined, for 
the rebels, when satisfied that they could effect nothing on the 
left, had countermarched their troops to try the right once 
more, and the Hirtle log church of Sluloh was again to witness 
a desperate struggle. By weU-cOncerted movements, our 
troops are kept well abreast throughout the whole line, and 
when at length a concerted advance was made, in spite of the 
great efforts of the enemy, it was successful. By four o'clock 
the rebel commander had seen the uselessness of further 
^flbrt ; by half-past five he was in full retreat. 

He had failed in all his projects, and was driven finally back, 
to return nojnore, with an acknowledged loss of nearly eleven 
thousand men ; and yet ho had the hardihood to telegraph to 
tne rebel secretary of war that night, that he had " gained a 
great and glorious victory." * He quaHfied this, however, bj' 
adding, with singular inconsistency : "BueU re-enforced Grant, 

* CoBiMTH, Tuesday, April 8, 1862. 
To THE Secketaky OF Wak, Richmond : 

We have gained a great and glorious victory. Eight to ten thousand prison- 
en, and thirty-siz pieces of cannon. BueU reinforced Grant, and we retired to 
ow intrenchments at CorijUh, which we can hold. Loss heavy on both sides. 

Beauebx}A&d. 
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and we retired to our intrenchments at Corinth, '^^liich we can 
holi" The truth is, that having utterly failed, Beauregard 
burned his camp and withdrew his troops, defended by Breck- 
inridge, with a powerful rear-guard, and trembling in fear of 
a pursuit, which would have scattered him like spray.* He 
made all haste to Corinth, began to dig with an energy in- 
cited by fear, whUe Grant's forces were " too much fatigued 
from two days' hard fighting, and exposure to the open air, in 
a drenching rain, during the intervening night, to pursue im- 
mediately." 
— ■■ ■ - ■ ■ 

* The foUowiiig correspondence is significant : 

HbaDQUABTEBS DEPASnCSlfT OW MUSIMIPPI, 

Moi«TXSZT, April 8, 1862. 

81B— At the dofle of the conflict yetsterdaj, mj forces being exhausted bj 
the extraordinary length of the time daring which they were engaged with 
joois on that and the preceding day, and it being apparent that yon Iiad re- 
ceived, and were still receiving, re-enforcemente, I felt it my dnty to withdraw 
my troops from the immediate scone of the conflict. Under these circum- 
fitances, in accordance with the nsages of war, I shall transmit this under a flag 
of trace, to aak permiaBion to send a mounted party to the battle-field of Shiloh, 
for the purpose of giving decent interment to my dead. Certain gentlemen 
wishing to avaU themselves of this opportunity to remove the remains of their 
BOOS and friends, I must request for them the privilege of accompftnying the 
burial party ; and in this connection, I deem it proper to say, I am asking 
what I have extended to your own countrymen under similar circumstances. 
Bespectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

P. G. T. Bbatibi&gabd, General commanding. 
To M&job-Genebal U. S. Gsaiyt, 

Commanding U. S. Forces, Pittsburg Landing. 

HXADQUABTEBS AbHT DT THB FiSLD, 

PiTTSBDBa, April 9, 1862. 
GssEBAL P. G. T. Bbattbeoabd, Commanding Confederate Army on MUaU- 
mppi, MoTUerey, Tenn. : 
Tour dispatch of yesterday ifl juat received. Owing to the warmth of tho 
weather, I deemed it advisable to have all the dead of both parties buried im- 
mediately. Heavy details were made for this purpose, and it is now accom- 
plished. There cannot, therefore, be any. necessity of admitting within our 
lines th0 parties you desired to send on the ground asked. I shall always be 
glad to extend any courtei^ consistent with duty, and especially so when dic- 
tated by humanity. I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. B. Gbakt, Migor-General commanding. 
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Sherman went out, however, on the morning of the 8th, 
with two brigades, and some cavahy, to reconnoiire the re- 
treaty and found abandoned camps and hospital flags, with 
signs of a disorderly and precipitate departure. 
: Our own losses were 12,217— i. e., 1,700 killed, 7,495 wonnded, 
and 3,022 missing. Of these Buell lost 2,167. 

Beauregard's were far greater : he confesses to a loss of 
one thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight killed, eight 
thousand Mid twelve wounded, nine hundred and "fifty-five 
missing — tdfal, ten thousand six hundred and ninety-nine; 
and as his army went into action forty-five thousand strong, 
and he could not on Monday, by his own account, bring 
^twenty thousand into action, there must have been from 
fifteen to eighteen thousand stragglers. 

The news flew over the country. Telegraphed to "Washing- 
ton, it was read by Mr. Speaker Colfax to the House. The 
people, careless of military criticism, were satisfied with the 
victory, and there was general rejoicing. General Halleck, in 
orders, thanked Generals Grant and Buell, " and the officers 
and men of their respective commands, for the bravery and 
endurance with which they sustained the general attack of 
*the enemy on the 6th, and for ttie heroic manner in which, 
on the 7th, they defeated and routed the entire rebel 
army." 

General Halleck then, retaining Grant and Buell in com- 
mand of their respective armies, took commap.d of the whole 
in person, and advanced upon Corinth, that important point 
for whose security Beauregard had fought and lost the battle 
of Pittsburg Landing. 

But our task would be incomplete, without a brief considera- 
tion of the battle as subjected to the canons and rules of mili- 
tary criticism. 

The great features of the action are clear and simple ; but 
the details, notwithstanding, or rather in part by reason of, 
the crowd of reports, Union and Confederate, are extremely 
confused. At the outset, our troops were shamefully sur- 
prised and easily overpowered ; there was a want of proper 
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adjustment in our advanced lines ; th6 panics were disgrace- 
fol, and swelled "that sickening crowd of laggards and fagi- 
tiiaes which thronged the landing." 

Halleck had ordered in general terms that the position 
should be fortified ; bnt 0. F. Smith opposed it, and his views 
were corroborated by Grant and all the division commanderSi 
on the groxmd that it would tend to injure the morale of our 
army, and that we could stand any rebel attack. 

For want of this precaution we were surprised at the out- 
set, driven back from every point, in three, grand movements 
of the enemy on the first day — ^viz., at the early morning, at^ 
half-past ten, and at four. But there the disasters were at an 
end. 

It is useless to speculate upon what would have happened 
had BueU not come up, or to accumulate if 8^ which always set 
the fancy into most fantastic working. There has been much 
controversy and heart-burning between commanders and par- 
tisans of the companion Annies of the Tennessee and the Ohio 
— Griminations and recriminations, which are unwise and un- 
generous. 

Grant never 'despaired of the issue. At the first sound of 
the battle he had left his headquarters at Savannah, in a 
'steamer, and by eight o'clqck he was upon the groimd. He 
immediately dispatched an order to Lewis Wallace to hasten 
to the field 

Feeling the fierceness of the onslaught, Grant rode along 
Ihe lines all day long, recklessly exposing himself, while at- 
tempting to stay the torrent. At ten he visited Sherman. 
Again, at five, he saw him, and declaring with perfect coolness 
that the fury of the rebel attack was expended, he ordered 
that at the dawn, with Wallace's division to ai«l, we should 
assume the offensive. It was just about sunset that Buell, a 
portion of whose army was now on the opposite bank, rode 
up in person, and, in the words of Sherman, '^ his arrival made 
that certain which was before uncertain." 

Whatever might have happened had Buell not come up. 
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one thing is certain, liis arriyal did pnt a new face upon the 
affair. Wbateyer we may have been able to effect without hiniy 
the battle of Monday as fought, and the victory of Monday as 
gained, were due to the fresh troops which he brought with him. 

Buell's arrival, then, was most timely ; his re-enforcements 
gave us largely preponderating numbers; his troops were 
handled with great coolness, judgment, and skill. He and 
his army deserve the greatest praise, which every military- 
man is ready to accord; but let us not, in the glitter and 
glory of Monday, be so dazzled as not to estmiate at its full 
value the severe fighting, the heroic endurance, and the un- 
shaken purpose which were displayed in the dark hours of 
Sunday. Let us not forget that Grant had organized his 
army with great quickness; hfitd brought them fearlessly to 
the front, looking for the enemy, determined to fight him 
wherever he could find him, and with troops, most of whom 
had not only never seen a battle, but hardly been drilled at 
the simplest company manoeuvres, had fought the best mate- 
rial in the Confederacy for a whole day. Nay, more than this ; 
undismayed by ill fortune, and unappalled by the cowardly 
conduct of thousands of stragglers, he had formed his line at 
night, under cover of a line of batteries, the fire of which 
caused the rebel attack to melt away ; he had ordered Sher- 
man to assume the offensive in the morning, with the aid of 
Lewis "Wallace's division of his own army ; he had confidently 
anticipated BueU's arrival as one of the elements of the vic- 
tory; and, by all these in combination, the greatest, victory 
until then ever achieved on the American continent had 
been won. 

To those who still think that he risked too much by placing 
his army on the west bank, and thus came very near total 
defeat, we can only quote the words of General Sherman's 
letter : " If there were any error in putting that army on the 
west side of the Telmessee, exposed to the superior force of 
the enemy, also assembling at Corinth, the mistake was not 
General Grant's ; but there was no mistake. It wa^ necessary 
that a oombai^ fierce and titter ^ to test the manhood of two armies^ 
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shoiid come off ; and that was as good a jUace as any. It teas 
not then a question (/ military sJdU and strategy, hut (f courage 
and fluck : and lam conmnoed, that every life lost tluxt day to us 
vxis necessary ; for othervnse, at Corinth, at Memphis, at Vtcks- 
burg, we toovld have found harder resistance, had toe not shovm 
our enemies that, rude and untutored as toe then toere, toe could 
aght as toeH as they.** 

Of the subordinates on that field, many deserve praise ; but 
of them all, Sherman daims ihe greatest. He then gave 
splendid earnest of his fatore achieyements. Although severely 
wounded in the hand on the first day, his place was never 
vacantl Again he was wounded. He had three horses shot un- 
der him ; but he was undaunted and undismayed to the last. 

Of Beauregard, the rebel commander, it is aJso our duty to 
speak. His place as a military man has not been understood. 
For some personal reasons, he afterwards fell into disfavor 
with Jefferson Davis, which impaired his services as a soldier; 
and his silly and wicked letters have caused him to be hated 
and despised^by our own people. But we do not except Lee, 
when we express the opinion, that he had no equal among the 
Confederate generals. 

Of strong, clear mind ; thoroughly instructed in the military 
art ; at once enthusiastic and tenacious of purpose ; brave and 
self-reliant^ — he had the power to bring all he was, and all 
that he knew, into practical use. His plans in this battle 
were excellent ; his generalship, admirable ; his battle-tactics, 
sagacious and rapid ; and had it not been for the skill of our 
chief commander, the determined valor of some of our troops, 
the effective management of the artillery, the accurate fire of 
the gunboats, and the timely arrival and admirable co-opera- 
tion of Buell,.he might longer have contested the field, and 
even defeated our army entirely. 

NoTS. — The Confederate general has called this the battle of SuHiOH. I 
have preferred the name of Pittsbubo LAKDma, and hope we shall retain 
that name. The battle was fonght hj Beauregard to take the landing, and by 
Orant to hold it Shiloh church was but one among the important positions 
CQ the field. Por^al(> 
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OHAPTEE X. 

THE SIEGE OF OOBINTH. 
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Mitohel's march.— The wavy.— Fioht at Memphis.— New efforts of thb 

XNBMT. 

Corinth was the objective point, at which Beattregard was 
to make his stand, and which Halleck was to capture -at any 
cost. Specifically, the immediate matter in hand for the 
Union general was to cut the enemy's communication from 
east to west, on the new line which he had established, and 
the strength of which he vaunted ; and thus to force him back 
upon the southern route from Vicksburg to Montgomery. In 
executing this, the commander of the land forces was to move 
pari passu with the naval armament, which was endeavoring 
to clear the Mississippi ; and finally, he was either to beat 
Beauregard, or, if that wily commander would not stay to be 
beaten, he was, at the least, to compel him to abandon 
Corinth in a disastrous retreat. 

Only a small village, not upon common maps, Corinth owes 
its military importance to the fact that it is at the intersection 
^ of two great arterial railroads — the " Mobile and Ohio" and 
the "Memphis and Charleston." The length and value of 
these routes are indicated by their names. Corinth is forty 
miles east of the Grand Junction, which it covered from Hal- 
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leck*s army, and Bineteen from Pittsburg Landing, where the 
last great battle was fought. It is built upon a low and 
clayey plain, but has for natural defences ridges at some dis- 
tance outside. The country beyond, to the banks of the Ten- 
nessee, is Tery much broken by ridges, valley streams, and 
marshes. The approach was rendered more difficult from the 
fact that, in his retreat from Pittsburg, the bridges over the 
creeks had been destroyed by Beauregard, and the roads 
heavily obstructed by timber. Farmington, on the east, and 
College Hill, on the north, are the highest points in the 
immediate vicinity of Corinth, and were occupied by the 
enemy as the signal-outposts of his vast intrenchments, en- 
circling the town. 

The advance of the Union army upon Corinth was deter- 
mined upon by General HaUeck, as soon as the battle of Pitts- 
burg Landing had been fought. Had Beauregard won that 
battle, the advance would have been impossible : as Grant 
won it, it was the next obvious move upon the chess-board. 

On the 8th of April, as we have seen, Sherman had recon- 
noitred ^the retreat of the enemy,' with two brigades and a 
cavalry force, and had found the roads very bad. But the 
badness of the roads was compensated for by the signs of haste 
in the enemy's retreat. They wore strewed with the accoutre- 
mentSj wagons, ambulances, and limber-boxes of the retiring 
rebels ; who had also, as an expedient to save time, left here 
and there a hospital flag flying. Sherman returned that same 
night to Pittsburg, to report. 

On the 9th of April, Halleck left St. Louis for the scene of 
action. But before his arrival Grant had not been idle. He 
had sent an expedition under Sherman up the Tennessee, 
accompanied by the gunboats, as fair as Eastport, to destroy 
the raikoad-bridge over Big Bear Creek, east of luka. This 
was effectually done, and thus Corinth was cut off by that 
route from Richmond. 

On the 22d of April, General John Pope came up to the 
landing, with his army, from New Madrid, twenty-five thou- 
sand strong. .On the 30th, General Wallace was sent through 
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Purdy to the track four miles beyond, to destroy the bridge 
across the Mobile and Ohio railroad ; thus cutting off supplies 
and re-enforcements that niight come from Jackson, Tennes- 
see. This also was effectually done. 

These precautions having been taken, the *' Gkrand Army of 
the Tennessee" — one hundred and twenty thousand strong — 
was ready to move, which it did with the greatest caution. On 
the 1st of May, Monterey, a town aoout half-way from the 
londixig to Corinth, was occupied ; and on the 2d, Beauregard, 
being now assured of our purpose, prepared to receive Hal- 
leek's attack. Whatever his hopes may have been, his words 
were defiant. In grandiloquent orders, to^ the invincible 
" soldiers of Shiloh and Elkhom,"* — ^in both which battles the 
Confederates had been defeated,.— he assured them of victory, 
and invoked an echo from " the historic fields of Yorktown," 
which, it so happened, were hastily evacuated the very day on 
which his order was written. He is unfortunate with a pen, 
but in this respect does not differ from many other generals 
on both sides, who do violence to the adage, that " the pen is 
mightier than the sword." 

Beauregard's army, concentrated at Corinth, was composed 

* Hkadquartxbb or thb Foboks at Corinth, Miss., May 8, 186S. 
SoiJ>iER8 OP SnUiOH'AKD Elkhorit ! — We are about to meet once more, in 
tbe shock of battle, the inyaders of our soil, the despoilers of our homes, the 
disturbers of our family ties, fiwje to face, hand to hand. We are to decide 
whether we are to be freemen, or vile slaves of those who are only fi:ee in name, 
and who but yesterday were vanqxdshed, although in largely superior num- 
berd» in their own encampments, on the ever i^emorable field of Shiloh. Let 
the impending battle decide our £ate, and add a more illustrious page to the 
history of our revolution — one to which our children will point witli noble 
pride, saying — " Our fathers were at the battle of Corinth." I congratulate 
you <m your timely junction. With our mingled banners, for the £rst time 
daring the war, we shall meet our foe in strength that should give us victory. 
Soldiers, can the result be doubtful ? Shall we not drive back in Tennessee 
the presumptuous mercenaries collected for our subjugation ? One more manly 
effort, and trusting in God and the justness of our cause, we shall recover 
more than we lately lost. Let the sound of our victorious guns be re-echoed by 
those of the Army of Virginia, on the historic battlo-ficld of Yorktown. 

P. Q. T. Beauregabd, General co]jamanding. 
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of seTeral elements : the " soldiers of Shiloh," the army whicL 
had fought at Pittsburg Landing ; those of " Elkhorn," the 
combined armj of Van Dom and Price, from Arkansas and 
Missouri ; and the forces under General Lovell, which had 
evacuated New Orleans when, on the 28th of April, our gun- 
boats appeared before it. In addition to these, a large mUitia 
force had been hastily sent forward from Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, and Louisiana. • Bragg, as second in rank, had com- 
mand of the "Army of the Mississippi." The old organisation 
of the corps — ^under Hardee, Bragg, Breckinridge, and Polk 
— ^was retained. Breckinridge commanded the reserve, and 
Van Dom the re-enforcements. The whole force was about 
sixty-five thousand men, most of them the best. troops in the 
Confederacy ; and they were expected to accomplish great 
things under Beauregard at Corinth. 

To drive this well-appointed and large army from its 
stronghold, and even, perhaps, to capture it, General Hal- 
leek moved with his large force, comprising three armies — 
the Army of the Tennessee,* originally General Grant's, now 
confided to General George H. Thomas and General John A. 
McClemand ; the Army of the Ohio, commanded by Don 
Carlos Buell, and composed of the divisions of McCook, T. J. 
Wood, Nelson, and Crittenden ; the Army of the Mississippi, 
General John Pope, originally' containing three divisions, and 
re-enforced by one division from General Curtis. Thomas 
formed the right wing, BueU the centre, Pope the left, and 
McClemand the reserve. Grant, being in orders second in 
command, retained the command of the district of West Ten- 
nessee, and had a general supervision of the right wing, under 
Thomas, and the reserves under McClemand. This general 
command of Grant also extended to the compiling of reports, 
ordering the discharge of soldiers on surgeon's certificate of 
disability, and similar duties. 

On the 3d of May, our advance had reached a point eight 
miles from Corinth, and, on the same day. Pope sent Paine's 

* See note at page 116. 
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•*. 

diyision to reconnoitre, and, if possible, occupy Farmington, 
an important ontpost of Corinth, already mentioned. 

The resistance made by the Confederate garrison of Farm* 
ington, fonr thousand fiye hundred strong, under General 
Marmadnke, was not by any means a vigorous one. Indeed 
he 'retired rapidly to Corinth, leaving his camps wiih all its 
supplies, and only thirty dead. At the time it seemed as 
though his orders had been to withdraw, but the subsequent 
efibrts of the rebels to recover Farmington prove that this could 
not have been so. An artillery reconnoissance, well supported 
by cavalry, as far as Glendale, on the Memphis and Charleston 
Bailroad, was successful in destroying the track and breaking 
np two important trestle-bridges. Halleck*s scheme was work- 
ing well ; we were gradually approaching in front, and at the 
same time cutting and recutting the communications on both 
flanks. Meanwhile Beauregard, while apparently plying tooth 
and nail to render Corinth impregnable, was already medi- 
tating an evacuation and retreat. 

We have said the advance was made with great caution ; 
the movements of the several armies were in a kind of echo- 
Ion, and at every step strong intrenchments were the order of 
the day. If Beauregard was fortified at Corinth, Halleck 
was equally so in almost every encampment. It is easy now . 
to say, and to say truly, that the caution was too great and the 
approaches too slow, but that was our day of experiments. 

The rebel defences at Corinth were very strong. In a 
general way, they may be described as a continued line of in- 
trenchments, occupying the brow of the first ridge outside of 
the town of which we have spoken. On the east there was a 
ravine, and Philip's Creek in front ; on the north was a heavy 
abatis, and a cleared space in front. The exterior lines were 
fifteen miles long — ^a miniature Torres Vedras — and at every 
road-crossing there were either strong redoubts, or batteries 
wiih massive epaulments. Here, as always in engineering, 
Beauregard had acquitted himself Well, not without pride 
that his work was now to test the skill of his fellow West 
Pointer and engineer, Halleck. 
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The experience of the kst bat^e had taught our generals 
the value of intrenchments, by the dangers which their absence 
incurred, and now all our approaches were strengthened hy 
the spade, or such other impromptu implement as often takes 
its place. A crib of fence>rails, hastily made, was the recep- 
tacle into which the« earth was thrown : the batteries wero 
mQ.de heavier than the lines, and the log-houses in the vicinity 
formed rude but strong platforms for the gims. 

Jhe right wing of Thomas and McOlemand in reserve, all 
under Grant's general supervision, moved in three columns ; 
the centre, xmder Buell, in two, while Pope occupied Farming- 
ton with one column from the north cuid one from the east. 

THE BATTLE OP FARMINGTON. 

On the 9th of May, the battle of Farmington was fought. 
The rebel general was not content to let General Pope retain 
the position so easUy gained, and hold the front of that town 
with a single brigade, separated from it by a small stream. 
Launching with great rapidity and secrecy a force of twenty 
thousand men, the enemy fell upon this advanced brigade of 
Pope's army, which, though separated from the rest, had 
been advantageously posted, under the supervision of Gener- 
als Paine and Palmer. It resisted the attack for several hours, 
but at length fell back, because it was beheved that General 
Halleck did not desire, by supporting it, to bring on a general 
engagement. The front attack of the enemy wa,^ conducted 
by Van Dom, while Price had been ordered early in the day 
, to make a detour around our extreme left, and get into the 
rear of these isolated troops. Either he was too late, or Yan 
Dom too early. The combination was a failure ; they did 
not capture any portion of Pope's army, although they occu- 
pied Farmington, and found a small quantity of baggage 
there. By a little foresight and valor, th^ need never have 
lost it ; with a stronger advanced force. Pope might have 
held it against these last attacks. 

Wo need not stop to detail the painfully slow approaches 
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k> Corinth. The digging was excessive. A slight advance of 
four miles brought a new parallel. In later days, when flank- 
ing movements were better understood — the days of Chatta- 
nooga, and of the Wilderness and Spottsylvania — ^the evacua* 
tion of Corinth would have been greatly expedited. Without 
designing to be critical, we can oidy now beUeve that, in the 
process of education which our generals were receiving, the 
no-iTifrenchments at Pittsburg led to the excess at Corinth : safe 
practice certainly, but rather expensive, and utterly unneces- 
sary. The happy medium was fully developed in- our later 
campaigns ; but they had all this experience to act' upon. 

On the 17th, the army, eager for actioxi, was enlivened by 
a gallant battle on a small scale — ^that projected by Sherman 
for the capture of Bussel's house. This was an important 
eminence, commanding the junction of the roads three hun- 
dred yards beyond, and only a mile and a quarter from the 
enemy's outer intrenchments. General Hurlbut sent two re- 
giments and a battery on the road leading from his front to 
£ussel's house. The attacking force consisted of General 
Denver, with two regiments and a battery, moving by the 
right, and General M. L. Smith in front. The attack was 
successful : the position, found to be of great natural strength, 
-was at once fortified and occupied by a large force. 

At length, on the 2l8t of May, we were fairly in line, three 
miles from Corinth, with detached works in our front corre- 
sponding with the general direction of those of the enemy. 
A desperate struggle was at last to be expected, when the 
spade should give way to the bayonet. Would the enemy 
stand up for the fight? No one doubted that he would. 
Corinth would fall, but not before, at least, one desperate 
-struggle had been made in its defence. Such was the 
general beliet 

Elliott's raid. 

The position of Beauregard was now becoming critical : his 
railroad communications were cut at Furdy and Glendale ; the 
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bridges had been destroyed beyond luka. To isolate him 
completely, making either a vigorous attack or an evacuatioii 
the oidy altematiyes, Halleck now-ordered his southern com- 
mnnications to be interrupted. This was done by Colonel 
Elliott, of the Second Iowa cayalry (a captain in the United 
States cavahy), who, with his regiment and the Second 
Michigan eayalry, marched on the night of the 27th. Hia 
route was from Farmington, across the railroad east to luka ; 
theti along the Tuscumbia road to Cartersvil^e and Boones- 
ville, twenty-five miles distant The expedition was well con- 
ducted, and entirely successful: the surprise of the people 
along the route was very great ; and there was no little con- 
sternation in the army of Beauregard. Elliott destroyed at 
Boonesville five cars loaded with- arms, five containing loose 
ammunition, six filled with officers" baggage, and five with 
subsistence stores. He paroled the prisoners and the sick 
whom he found in his route, burnt trains and depots, and de- 
stroyed many locomotives. His work was done in the most 
admirable manner, and he set out upon his perilous return. 
He had been directed, in the event of finding his pathway 
blocked in returning, to strike off, and choose his own route 
to return. But, by taking the Tuscumbia road, he eluded 
pursuit, and joined General Pope's army on the 31st. For 
this service he was afterwards made, as he fully deserved to 
be, a brigadier-general of volunteers. 



THE EVAOUATION OF OOBJNTS. 

And now, by slow movements, our combined forces have 
closely embraced the Confederate lines. On the 28th, Halleok 
advances three strong reconnoitring columns, one from each 
army : on the 28th, also, Sherman attacks a strong position in 
his front, commanded by a house which had been arranged 
for defence, like a blockhouse, and takes it, establishing his 
lines within a thousand yards of the enemy : on the 30th, 
Pope's batteries are opened. But they will not be needed* 
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The rebels are evacuating Corinth. The fierce display is but 
a mask. They had begun their preparations for retreat on 
the 26th. The musketry ceases on Friday. Soon clouds of 
smoke and sheets of flame announce that Beauregard is firing 
the town ; and as he moves out, filling the southern and 
western roads, our forces move in. 

- He has destroyed all that he can, and is off. The " sol- 
diers of Shiloh and Elkhom" may now put " Corinth" on their 
colors ! 

"With an immense army, after loud boasts and protestations, 
in a position and with works of amazing strength, why has he 
fled without a blow ? 

His own statements are such as would indeed make De- 
mocritus laugh, if he still lived. In his report, written at Tu- 
pelo, on the 13th of June, he declares that he had " accom- 
plished his purposes and ends." He denies Elliott's capture 
of cars, etc., and charges him with inhumanities in burning 
his sick soldiers, — criminations ably and boldly answered in a 
letter by Gordon Granger, to which Beauregard has not 
vouchsafed a reply. He says he twice offered battle, which 
we declined ; and the appearance he would put upon matters 
is, simply, that the occupation of Corinth was merely a tempo- 
rary shift, and that it was to be abandoned when weightier 
matters, then in train, should have made sufficient progress. 
How does this agree with his former declarations, that Corinth 
was "the strategic point of that campaign,'^ and that "he 
cotdd hold it?" The facts in the case are few and simple. 
His strategy was entirely at faidt. He must either drive back 
Halleck's army, or abandon Corinth ; he could not stay there. 
When he fought the battle at the landing, he expected to 
overpower Grant. That was his first failure. 

He considered the Mississippi secure, both above and be- 
low ; whereas New Orleans and Island No. 10 fell, Vicksburg 
was not yet strong, and Memphis was shaking to its centre. 
Parragut had attacked Forts St. Philip and Jackson on the 18th 
of April ; had destroyed the rebel fleet of thirteen gunboats 
and three rams ; and had so isolated the forta<4;hat they sur- 
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rendered on the 28th. On the same day Lovell retired, and 
New Orleans was ours. By its capture, the heaviest blow of 
the war, up to that time, had fallen upon them. Unprepared 
for such crushing disasters, the entire people of rebeldom be- 
gan to exhibit signs of distrust, and even the "soldiers of 
Shiloh and Elkhom" were in no condition to bear our attack. 
Under the influence of these moral and strategical causes, 
like the massive portal of that Corinth of which Byron de- 
scribes the fall, 

"It bends— it fiJls— and aU is o'er; 
Lo6t Corinth may resist no more/' 

Virginia was in a blaze of lurid fires, with the advance of 
McGlellan. Yorktown was evacuated on the 3d and 4th of 
May ; Norfolk on the 10th. Pensacola and Natchez came into 
F^eral possession on the 12th. 

The second great rebel line in the West had dissolved like 
the fabric of a dream, and the enemy must fall back on l!he 
tliird and last — ^that upon which the strategic points were 
Vicksburg, Jackson, Meridian, and Selma. 

Unfortunately, notwithstanding the clear intelligence and 
dashing valor of General O. M, Mitchel, theiy were still to 
hold Chattanooga, which was long to be to them a tower of 
strength, and to us a cause of great trouble, carnage, and de- 
lay. But, to an unprejudiced eye, it was evident that the de- 
cree had gone forth. Line after line had been cut. Boasting 
of victory, they had retreated from every field ; but ever hope- 
ful, ever deluded by siren voices, the rebels prolonged the 
war, when, by a simple application of military principles, it 
became daily more manifest that success was impossible. 

The occupation of Corinth by our forces was both picture 
esque and inspiring. From the highest points of the rebel 
intrenchments it was a magnificent sight, on that brilliant 
May morning. The eye ranged over a horizon five miles dis- 
tant, and the intervening space was glistening with bayonets ; 
fluttering with banners, battle-torn, and inscribed ^ith the ru- 
bricated glories of former fields ; and busy with martial life. 
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They entered Oorinth in triumph and joy ; but, except the 
garrison hastily designated, not to stay there. 



THE ADVANCE. 

The pursuit was immediately begun. On the 30th, at seven 
in the morning, Pope's advance drove the small rear-guard of 
rebel cavalry through the town, only stopped for a brief time 
by. the burning of a bridge. Gordon Granger, brave and ar- 
dent, set out with a brigade and a battery on the Booneville 
road, from Farmington, at noon, and pushed the flying foe 
through Booneville. The next day he had crossed Twenty- 
mile Creek, the main army following close at his heels. On 
the 10th, our advance was at Baldwin and Guntown, still on 
the railroad ; and at the latter point the pursuit ended. Beau- 
regard had taken a strong position at Tupelo, a few miles be- 
low, where the railroad is crossed by Old-town Creek, an 
affluent of the Tombigbee, and Halleck bethought himself of 
the safety of his communications and the strengthening of his 
base. And thus the brief campaign of Corinth was brought 
to an end. 

Although General Grant was not in command, as second in 
rank he was exceedingly active and eager, always on the field, 
constantly making valuable suggestions, and lending import- 
ant aid in achieving the final result. His position was a sin- 
gular, and in some respects a painful one ; but he was assured 
by Halleck that no censure was intended, but that his position 
was that due to his rank. We have no comments to make. 

We have dwelt upon the siege and capture of Corinth as a 
necessary Unk in the story of Grant's life. It was in pursu- 
ance of the plan formed before the battle of Pittsburg Land- 
ing was fought. It opened the way to the next and immortal 
campaign of Vicksburg, of which he was the projector, and in 
which he was to be the chief actor. To this, after a few de- 
tails of organization and preparation, we shall come. 

The Union army returned to Corinth, and remained there 
in busy labors, making ready for a new movement, imtil the 
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10th of June. The Tennessee Biver was already. low, and the 
summer hdats would make it lower ; so, in order to secure 4Jie 
communications when the river should fail, the railroad was 
put in good order to Columbus. BueU, with the Army of the 
Ohio, was detached, and sent towards Chattanooga, while 
Grant's army occupied the new strategic line of railroad 
which the rebels had lost, from Memphis to luka, and which 
they were never to regain. 

CO-OPERATZNG MOVEMENTS, 

Pending the operations which we have been describing, two 
grand co-operating movements were in progress, which mate- 
rially aided the advance on Corinth, and had such important 
direct results that we must briefly allude to them. Indeed, so 
thoroughly are the parts of the great war in relation with 
each other, that no catnpaign can be properly described with- 
out a reference to the co-ordinate movements. 

The first was General Mitchel's rapid march and captures 
in Northern Alabama ; and the second, the successful advance 
of our naval armament on the Mississippi. Let us take them 
in order. 

mitchel's march. ** 

General Ormsby McKiiight Mitchel, a graduate of West 
I*oint, the founder of the astronomical observatory at Cincin- 
nati, and the director of that at Albany, had brought to the 
service of the country, energy, intelligence, patriotism, and a 
genius for war. His career in this war was brief but brilliant, 
and his exploits at the Southwest ^cited the admiration of 
the whole country. 

Originally commanding a division in Buell's army, he had 
been detached to act, to some degree, independently, when 
that army marched to join Grant at Pittsburg. Early in * 
March he was at Murfreesboro'. On the 6th of. April he 
marched to Shelbyville ; on the 10th he was at Fayett-eville, 
and on the 11th he reached Huntsville, in Alabama. There, 
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seizing the rolling-stock, he immediately sent out two railway 
exp^tions, east and west, to Decatur and Stevenson, con- 
ducting the latter in person. He thus threw the whole of the 
adjacent country into a panic. Taking advantage of this, he 
marched towards Chattanooga, which he saw at once to be a 
most important strategic point. He called for re-enforce- 
ments, but they could not be had ; and he was fain, therefore, 
to draw back, not having accomplished all he desired, but 
writing, however, to the Secretary of War, under date of May 
1 : ** The campaign is ended, and I now occupy HuntsviUe in 
perfect security ; while all of Alabama, north of the Tennessee 
River, floats no flag but that of the Union." In that day of 
experiments and caution, Mitchel's fault was seeing too far 
and daring too much. 

THE NAVY ON THE MISSISSIPPL 

Let us now look at the state of affairs on the Mississippi. 
On the 12th of April, Commodore Foote, with his fleet of gun- 
boats and mortar-boats, had steamed down the river from 
New Madrid on a new voyage of discovery, with the divisions 
of Stanley, Hamilton, and Palmer on transports. The first 
fortified point where they expected- a check was Fort Pillow, 
a strong work on the Tennessee shore, about forty miles above 
Memphis, which was afterwards to have such atrocious noto- 
riety for the^assacre of our prisoners by Forrest. It stands 
upon the first Chickasaw Bluff, near Islands Nos. 33 and 34, 
and sixty-five miles above Memphis. As our fleet ap- 
proached, the rebel gunboats and rams kept retreating down 
at a respectful distance,- turning back occasionally to try our 
strength. But when Pope's army was withdrawn to join the 
advance on Corinth, the expedition of Foote came to an end, 
or rather awaited the fall of Corinth. The effect of that fall 
was like magic. After Beauregard hfltd retreated, Fort Pillow 
was evacuated, on the 4th of June. Fort Bandall, some miles 
below, was abandoned by the enemy soon after, and the great 
river was open to Memphis. 
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THE FIGHT AT UEMPHIS. 



The people of Memphis, emboldened by the presence of a 
formidable rebel fleet, and encouraged by the confident pre- 
dictions .of its commander, Commodore Montgomery, that ho 
would " soon send Lincoln's gunboats to the bottom," had col- 
lected upon the banks, of the river, and at all points of ob- 
servation in the city, to see this great sight, not at all doubt- 
ful of the result. 

Commodore Fopte had, at his own request, on the score of 
his health, which had greatly suffered, been relieved from 
duty, and out fleet was now in charge of Commodore Charles 
Henry Davis, an officer well known for his scientific attain- 
ments, and who was now determined to lose no time in win- 
ning honors like those which a grateful country had awarded 
to the gallant Foote. Memphis gave him a splendid opportu- 
nity, and he made the most of it. On the 5th of June he left 
Fort Pillow, with a fleet of nine boats — ^five gunboats, two 
tugs, and Colonel EUet's two rams, the Queen City and Mon- 
arch. To oppose this force Montgomery had eight boats, 
mounting twenty-four gunS, most of them rifled and pivoted. 

Want of space, and direct relevancy to the subject, forbid 
our describing the famous battle. It should be read in its ter- 
ribly picturesque details. The city on the hill-side, like the 
tiers in an amphitheatre ; the crowding inhabitants, eager, 
bitter, hopeful, and breathless ; the hostile lines of ^rmed ves- 
sels • the roar of their artillery ; the Queen City, under Colo- 
nel EUet, crushing in the sides of the Price like pasteboard ; 
the Monarch, under Captain Ellet, drenching the Beauregard 
with boiling water ; the burning of the boats ; the humanity 
of Davis and his men, as they pick up the drowning rebels ; 
the eccplosion of the Jeff. Thompson, which shakes Memphis 
ti-> its foundations ; such are some of the elements of this grand 
pictorial display. We can only state the results.*^ The rebel 
flotilla, rammed by EUet's boats, and torn to pieces by our 
shot, was put entirely hors de cainbaU Three of the largest 
vessels, the Price, Beaiuregard, and Lovell, were sunk \ one, 
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the JeSl Thompson, was burned ; and the three others, tho- 
Bragg, Sumter, and Little Rebel, were captured. It ^as a 
clean sweep, and with no loss to ourselves. Colonel EUet was 

. the only man wounded, and his ram, the Queen City, the only 
boat disiabled, and that but temporarily. It was a gallant ac- 
tion, and will rank high among the most memorable achieve- 
xnents of the navy. 

Memphis, a hot-bed of treason, was thus brought into our 
possession, on the 6th of June. The river was open to Vicks- 

.burg, above and below, and the new element, waited and 
longed for by Grant, had at length fairly come into his calcu- 
lation. " On to Vicksburg" was now his cry, not to be abated 
until Vicksburg should fall, and the great river, upon which 
the last chances of rebel success depended, flow, with Union 
boats, barges, and commerce, " urivexed to the sea." 

NEW EEFOETS OP THE ENEMY. 

But the rebels were now fairly awake to their condition. If 
the people were alarmed and distrustful, and ready, upon 
Federal occupancy, to " come back to their old allegiance," 
the responsible leaders, selfish, clever, and determined, made 
good use of the lessons of disaster. The war was inaugurated 
for them and by .them, and the people must be made to caiTy it 
on for their behoof. If they could not, as at first, " fire the 
Southern heart," they coidd at least press the Southern body 
into service ; and this they did in a most unscrupulous and ty- 
rannical, but effective manner. A sweeping conscription act 
was passed by the' Confederate Congress, giving virtual power 
to the President to call out and place in the military service 
all white men between the ages of eighteen and forty-fiv^, for 
three years or the war. No military despotism was ever so 
severe and so uncompromisiog. 

A little later, camps of instruction were established in each 
State : the' levies were distributed according to a proportional 
system among the States ; lieutenant-generals were appoint- 
edy to command corps and departments ; and troops from the 
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same State were brigaded together, — this latter bei^g an infixii- 
tessimal concession to the Grand Lama of States-rights. Xn 
a word, eVery nerye was strained by the Confederate anthdri- 
ties to regain lost ground, repair their broken fortunes, axid 
achieye, at least, a partial success. 

The results were striking. The disasters of the spring of 
1862 were followed by the successes of the Peninsula, the vic- 
tories of the second BuU Bun, and the advance into Marjr- 
lg«nd. Bebel troops gathered in large numbers in the West, 
and Qrant was to have no easy task in his advance upon 
Vicksburg. 

The first step towards Vicksburg was the capture and occu- 
pation of Holly Springs, by Sherman, on the 30th of June. 

Note. — Beauregard left the army at Tupelo on the 15ih of Jane, relieviiij^ 
himself from dnty, on aooomit of ill-healthy which he certified hy the opinion of 
two surgeons. For two months he was in retirement with his fiunilj at Mobile 
and Bladon Springs ; and turned up again at Charleston, in an unimportant 
command. He had evidently fallen under the displeasure of the Davis admin- 
istration.* 



* The nttonale of thiB to thus proMnted by the Confederate General Jordan, in an exoellent 
•rtiele on Jeflbraon DaTiB) In Harper*a Monthly Magazine for Ootober« 1865: 

** General Beaaregarii, for some time in bad health, tboogfat it best for the service to take 
advantage of the lull In operations, incident to the ixwltlon of his army at Tnpelo, after the sac- 
ceesfbl eTacaatton of Corinth, and by a short respite from daty, se«k to recuperate. He therefore 
retired to Bladoo Springs, some twelve hours distant by railroad, tarning over the command to 
General Bragg, with instructions looking to the preparation of the army for the field at onoe on 
his return, which he anticipated would be in three weeka^ But no sooner had Mr. Davis heard 
of this step than be telegraphed General Bragg to assume permanent command. General Beanr»- 
gard was thus laid on the shelf— not to be reln9tote<1, as Mr. Davis passionately declared, though 
tibe whole world a hoold urge htm to the measure.** 

The last aentoaoe he iubetantiatea by referring to "Notea of interview of Cooi^reasioaal Con>- 
mittee with Mr. Davis, to request restoration of General Beauregard to his command." 



Note (see page 104). 
The portion of the Army of the Tennessee, commanded hj General 
Thomas, consisted of the divisions of T. W. Sherman— formerly Thomas's, of 
the Army of the Ohio— Hurlbut, W. T. Sherman, McKean, and Davies. That 
commanded by General McClemand, of the diviJBions of Judah and Lew. 
Wa 
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CHAPTER XI. 

lUKA AND COBINTH. 

AlTXR A BBIZr HALT, FOBWABD. — ADMnnaTEATIOH-. — ^lUKA.— PbIOB 1CAB0HX8 UP. — 
GsAKT'S 8AOAOITT. — TbB BATTLE. — SoBEOBANB AND ObD. — DxFrXOITLT OBOmn>. — 
l^BXOB BXTBZAT8 80TJTHWABD. — COBIllTH. — ThB FOBTnnOAtXONB.— PbIOK'S ATTACK 

— Van DoBar's. — Thx blooot bbfulbb. — Obs and Hublbut in flank and bxab. 

— *'*' HOV DOX8 IT ALL BUX UP ?" — SXBTOHSB OF OOIOCANDBBB. 

On the nth of August, by general orders from the War 
Department, General Halleck was assigned to the command 
of " the whole land forces of the United States, as general-in- 
chiel" This' caused a new arrangement to be made at the 
West ; and for the time, until that could be made, it gave Gen- 
eral Grant an extended military jurisdiction, great labors of 
administration, and — one good thing at least—" ample room 
and yerge enough" for his new schemes. In the mean time, 
from June tiU September, there was but little fighting in his 
department. He bent his energy to a thorough reorganiza- 
tion, and sent some of his troops, by orders from Washington, 
to re-enforce Buell's army, seriously threatened by Bragg's 
advance through East Tennessee and Kentucky towards the 
Ohio lUver. He also kept his cavalry in constant reconnois- 
sances, to ascertain the position of the enemy, and to guard 
all parts of his command against secret movements and sur- 
prises. With his weakened force he could not do more. 

His orders with regard to passes and paroles — carefully 
distinguishing between innocent, suffering citizens and the 
friends and sympathizers of the rebellion — are clear and 
statesmanlike. His treatment of guenillas, who were batten- 
ing, like birds of prey, upon friends and foes alike, was sharp 
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and relentless.* Eebel sympathizers were to pay, by sudden 
seizure of their property, for such depredations. " The Mem- 
phis Avalanche," a newspaper echoing the secret thoughts of 
the citizens, in an overbold manner, was suddenly suspended 
for uttering treasonable sentiments, and only permitted to 
renew its issue upon the withdrawal of its seditious editor. 
The disposition made of fugitive negroes was practical H* they 

* Genbral Obdkrs, No. 60. 

HXADQUARTBBS DlBTRIOT OF WlOT TxmrEaSSS, 

Mempqis, Txkk., July 8, 1862. 

The BTBtem of^gnerilla warfare now being proeecated hj some troops OTgf^a- 
ized under anthoritf of thojo^called Southern Confederacy, and others without 
such authority, being so pernicious to the wel&re of the community where it is 
carried on, and it being within the power of the community to suppress this 
system, it is ordered, that wherever loss is sustained by the €K)yemment, collec- 
tions shall be made, by seizure of a sufficient amount of personal property, from 
persons in the immediate neighborhood sympathizing with the rebellion, to 
remunerate the Government for all loss and expense of the same. 

Persons acting as guerrillas, without organization, and without uniform to 
distinguish them from private citizens, are not entitled to the treatment of 
prisoners of war when caught, and wUl not receive mich treatment 
By order of 

MAjonXj^EifEaAL U. S. Gbant. 

Jomf A. BAWLms, A. A. G. 

f We give ihe following order in ftdl, as indicating the true military course, 
in pursuance of the Act of Congress : 

Gbnsral Obdebs, No. 72. 

HVAOanABTSBS DSPABTMSKT OF WzST TXNJIX88SZ, 

CoRiNTu, 'Mias., Au^iHt 11, 1802. 
The recent act of Congress prohibits the army from returning fugitives 
from labor to their claimants, and authorizes the employment of such persons 
in the service of the Government. The following orders are therefore published 
for the guidance of the army in this matter : 

1. All fugitives thus employed must be registered ; the names of the fugi- 
tive and claimant given ; and must be borne upon the morning report of the 
command in which they are kept, showing how they are employed. 

2. Fugitives may be employed as laborers in the Quartarmaster^s, Subsistence^ 
and Engineer department ; and whenever by such employment a scddier may 
be saved to the ranks, they may be employed as teamsters and as company 
cooks, not exceeding four to a company, or as hospital attendants and nurses. 
Officers may employ them as private servants ; in which latter case the fdgl- 
tives will not be paid or rationed by the Government. Negroes thus employed 
must be secured as authorized persons^ and will be ezduded from the campa. 
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were put to useful employment, and kindly treated, while 
awaiting the further action of the (jovemment concerning 
them. 

In a professedly military work, we have not deemed it 
necessary to dwell upon these details of departmental organi- 
zation ; but when all his orders and dispatches are published 
in a body, as they will be hereafter, they will show that such 
duties form by no means the lightest and easiest labors of a 
general charged with an extensive department. To a military 
man, fighting battles is truly an easier task ; and besides, it 
is not often the case that the commander, who marshals men 
skilfully upon the field, is equal to this more judicial and dip- 
lomatic task The converse is also true. It adds greatly, 
therefore, to the reputation of General Grant, that he could 
do both in so admiralSle a manner. Sound judgment, clear 
good sense, and pithy expression, characterize all these exec- 
utive papers. 

But the wild fire of battle was soon to sweep over his com^ 
mand, and give him the more technical duties of a general to 
perform. 



8. Officers and aoldien are pomtively prohibited from enticmg slayes to 
leave their msflters. When it becomes necessary to employ this kind of labor, 
the commanding officer of the post or troop must send details, all nnder the 
charge of a suitable commissioned officer, to press into service the slaves of 
persons to the number required. 

4. Citizens within reach of any military station, known to be disloyal and 
dangerous, may be ordered away or arrested, and their crops and stock taken 
for the benefit of the Government or the use of the army. 

5. All property taken from rebel owners must be duly reported, and used 
for the benefit of the Government, and be issued to the troops through the 
proper department ; and when practicable, the act of taking should be accom- 
panied by the written certificate of the officer so taking, to the owner or agent 
of snchpn^rty. • 

It is enjoined on all commanders to see that this order is executed strictly 

under their own direction. The demoralization of troops, subsequent upon 

being left to execute laws in their own way, without a proper head, must be 

avoided. By command of 

Majob^bnesal Gbaitt. 
John A. Bawuns, A. A. G. 
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General Pope, who had commanded the Army of the Mis- 
sissippi, in the advance upon Corinth, had been called away 
to the far more difficult task of commanding the Army of 
Virginia. A personal friend of Mr. Lincoln, and a regular 
officer of Topographical Engineers, his labors in Missouri, 
his success at New Madrid, and hid activity at Corinth^ 
had preferred him to this dangerous honor. Bosecrans, of 
West Virginia repute, replaced him in command of the Army 
of the Mississippi. Our gunboats were still busy on the Mis- 
sissippi. On^e 26th of June, the mortar-boats had gone 
down to Vicksburg, and engaged the batteries, now manned 
by a portion of the rebel army which had retreated from 
Corinth. The importance of Vicksburg being now manifest 
to the Confederate authorities, every nerve was strained to 
make it strong against the day of Grant's attack. 

.On the 5th of August, General Breckinridge attacked Baton 
Bouge, but was repulsed, after a terrible struggle, in which 
the Union commander, General Tom Williams, was killed. 

Such are some of the collateral events which bore, more or 
less directly, upon the welfare of Grant's department. And 
now, Grant's careful reconnoissances disclosed the rebel 
designs upon his own department, and enabled him to make 
skilful combinations to defeat them. 



THE BAITLE OF lUEA. 

Gteneral Sterling Price, with a force of twelve thousand 
men, marched boldly up from the south, to cross the Mem- 
phis and Charleston Bailroad at some point between Corinth 
and Tuscumbia, probably at luka. As he advanced, on the 
10th of September, to Jacinto, the small Union garrison at 
that place retired to Corinth. Tuscumbia was also evacuated 
by Colonel Murphy, of General Stanley's division, who fell 
back in haste to luka. The little garrison of luka was, in 
pursuance of .the' same general orders, withdrawn to Corinth, 
and Murphy was left behind it, to destroy the stores collected 
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there, and fall back also npon Corinth. But Price was too 
qnicl, or Murphy was too slow in destroying the stores, and 
too quick in leaving them, for the latter was driven out by 
Price's advance, leaving a quantity of supplies undestroyed. 
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9. 11 tta MIsaoorL 


/. 8th WlMOMiii. 


m, 5th Iowa. 



OPERATIONS AT lUKA. 



The game, the openiiig of which Grant had been expecting, 
was now becoming interesting*. Price occupied luka and the 
railroad^ but it was manifestly Grant's intention to permit 
this temporary possession, in order that he might fully discern 
the enemy's plans, and form his own intelligently. The re- 
ports with regard to Price's designs were numerous, confused, 
and deceptive. ' Grant's caution was eminently /^oper, and 
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was abundantly repaid ; for it became evident that Price was 
making a feint to cross the Tennessee, as if to follow Baell, 
who was then retreating npon Nashville, in order to draw 
Gtrant's forces away from Corinth, upon which stronghold the 
foolhardy, brave, but xmskilful Van Dom was marching with 
all speed. 

But the rebel government was most unfortunate in the 
choice of its generals sent to confront Grant. Van Dom and 
Price were no match for Grant, Eosecrans, and Ord, either in 
planning or fighting. Their every movement was promptly 
met, their wildest attacks repulsed, and their armies scattered. 
The reader cannot help pitying such military imbecility. 

Grant's course was now taken. He knew, from his scouts, 
that Van Dom's army could not reach Corinth for four days. 
This would give him time to pimish Price's temerity at luka, 
and then return to receive Van Dom's visit with a warm wel- 
come at Corinth. But every hour was of incalculable import- 
ance, and there was not a moment's delay. 

He directed General Ord, with a force of three thousand 
men, having left garrisons at Corinth and other points, to 
move on the left of the railroad, through Bumsville, to luka. 
General Boss was telegraphed to come at full speed from 
Bolivar, on the same route, and, leaving a small rear-guard at 
Bumsville, to join Ord, with three thousand four hundred 
men. This force, six thousand five himdred in all, was to at- 
tack Price from the north, wherever he should offer or receivo 
battle. 

To complete this programme, Eosecrans was ordered to send 
one division of Stanley's, with Mizner's cavalry, by way of Ja- 
cinto, to strike the enemy's fiank, while Hamilton moved round 
by the- Fulton road, to cut off his southward retreat, or turn it 
into a rout. The force thus commanded by Eosecrans was 
nine thousand men, making the entire Union force in the field 
something more than that of Price ; the disparity, however, 
being more than neutralized by the rebel choice of position. 
The combiiied movement of Grant's troops began at four 
o'clock in the morning of September 18. That night the 
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weary troops of Bosecrans, after maTfihing through a drench- 
ing rain-storm, bivoaacked at Jacinto. 

Adyancing earlj on the 19th, after a sharp fight, the j drove 
the rebels in from Bamett's Comers, and at once pushed onto 
Iiika. There, on an exterior ridge, Bosecrans found Price, and 
there was heavy fighting till night, principally by the Eleventh 
Missouri, Fifth Iowa, and Eleventh Ohio Battery, of Hamil- 
ton's division, which were so admirably handled by that officer, 
that he received the special encomiums of Grant and Bose- 
crans. The ground was exceedingly broken, and tangled with 
thickets, and interlaced by small creeks and ravines, It was 
very difficult to bring the troops Into action in considerable 
bodies. Most of the fighting was done by congeries of troops, 
where the ground would pe]:mit them to be formed. Superior 
numbers gave small advantage, and yet the action was of the 
severest character. Three or four times the guns of the Elev- 
enth Ohio were taken and retaken. But when nightfall 
closed the action, they were in thd hands of the enemy. The 
slaughter was great. 

While we behold Bosecrans thus fighting the battle, the 
question arises. Where was Ord ? Grant had started with the 
column of Ord on the morning of the 18th ; and expected, 
upon reaching the neighborhood of luka, to be in constant 
communication with Bosecrans, so that Ord's troops might 
make a combined and simultaneous movement. 

Arrived upon the ground, the tangled nature of the cotmtry 
made it necessary for both commanders to send dispatches a 
long way roxmd. These dispatches arrived too late for con- 
cert of action, gave rise to misunderstandings, and prevented 
the timely co-operation of Ord's force. 

To illustrate the difficulties of the situation : On the 19th, 
«kt half-past ten o'clock p. 3L, General Bosecrans, resting upon 
liis arms, only two miles southwest of luka, sent a dispatch to 
General Grant, stating that he had been heavily engaged for 
several hours, and had lost three pieces of artillery, and ask- 
ing for the assistance and co-operation of the troops under 
Ord. This dispatch, which should have been in Grant's hands 
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in two hows, did not.reftch him mitil thirty-five miirates past 
eight the next morning. Cbrant, stnng by the delay, -wrote to 
Ord, in urgent language : " BosecranB may find his hands foIL 
Hurry up your troops — ^all possible." Ord, a dashing soldier, 
always ready for a fight, rushed in ; but too late for blows. 
Indeed, he had pushed on with the morning light, without 
waiting for orders. To give some idea of the character of the 
country between the two attacking forces, Colonels Dickey and 
Lagow, of Grant's staff, who had gone to Qeneral Bosecr<uis 
in the afternoon, became lost and entangled in the woods on 
their return, were out all night, And did not reach head- 
quarters until nine in the morning. But the presence of 
Grant and Ord, if not so brilliant a service as the hard fight- 
ing of Bosecrans, had greatly conduced to the result. Price 
made double-quick time to Bay Springs, twenty-seven miles 
south, on the Fulton road. Oi^e of his best generals. Little, 
was killed. He had lost upwards of a thousand prisoners, left 
his dead unburied, and his wbunded to our care. From rebel 
sources, we learn that, on their retreat, his troops committed 
thefts, burglaries, and every kind of outrage, upon their own 
people, exhibiting a barbarous spirit, which their officers could 
not restrain. luka was a success ; but it was more as one 
part of General Grant's complex plan, tod in the fact that the 
rebels retreated during the following night, than in the fight- 
ing of the 19th, as valorous and terrific as it was.^ ^ 

* The liollowing is Grant's telegraphic dispatch : 

I USA, M188., September 20, 1868. 
To MAjoBrOsifnERAL H, W, Hallscs, OeneraUnrChirf: 

Qeneral Bosecrans, vdth Stanlej's and Hamilton's divisions, and M]zner*B 
cavalzy, attacked Price south of this village about two hours before dark yes* 
terdaj, and had a sharp fight until night dosed in. General Ord was to the 
north, with an armed force of about five thousand men, and had some skir- 
mishing with the rebel pickets. This morning, the fight was renewed by Gen- 
eral RoeecraiiS, who was nearest to the town ; but it was found that the enemy 
had been evacuating' during the night, going south. Generals Hamilton and 
Stanley, with cavalry, are in fbll pursuit. 

This Will, no doubt, break up the enemy, and possibly force them to abandon 
much of their artilleiy. The loss on either side, in killed and wounded, is from 
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If General Grant had not awi^^li^ed eveirt t^^^ he had 
hoped — and the capture of I^KJJLiS£H^^3S*^^no of his 
hopes — ^he had done much. Price's plans and his aiTuy were 
totally defeated and scattered within the time Grant had pro- 
posed to himself. On the 22dy he withdrew his forces, and 
retomed to Corinth, to greet Van D«m. If Price had ever 
meant to move northward, upon Buell*s track, he WuS leaking 
good time now in the opposite direction. 

And now having disposed of Price, let us look after Van 
Dom, in whose behalf the grand diversion ol Inko. Iiou been 
made. 

THE BAITTLE OF OOBINTH. 

Although Van Dom was approaching from the West, it was 
still uncertain where he would attack. Grant, therefore, pro- 
vided for the safety of all the posts within the theatre of his 
operations. Bosecrans was marched back through Jacinto to 
Corinth, which he reached on the 26th. Ord went to Bolivar, 
which might be the point of attack, and from which, in any 
event, he could easily move a succoring force ; and Grant re- 
moved his headquarters to Jackson. General Hurlbut was 
thrown out, with his division, towards Pocahontas. The rebel 
generals now combined their forces. Price, by a decided cir- 
cmnflexion of about one hundred and eighty degrees, as a 
glance at the map will show, joined Van Dom at Dumas. 



four ImiidTed to five hundred. The enemy's loss, in ann% tents, etc, will be 
luge. We have about two hundred and fifty prisoners. 

I have reliable intelligence tliat it was Price's intention to move over east of 
the Tenneasee. In thi% he has been thwarted. Among the enemy's loss axo 
Qenersl Lattle, kiUed ; and General Whitefield, wounded. 

I oumot speak too highly of the energy and skill displayed by (General Bose- 
erans'in the attack, and of the endurance of the troops. General Ord's com- 
miind showed untiring zeal ; but the direction taken by the enemy prevented 
them firom taking the active part they desired. Price's force was about 
^hteen thousand. 

U. 8. GnAirr, Major-Genexal. 
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The force thus united proceeded northward to Pocahontas, 
on the State line, where -they met the troops of Mansfield 
Lovell. Thus strengthened, Van Dom moved by the railroad 
though Chewalla upon Corinth, once more to become a field 
of carnage, and a scene of rebel discomfiture. 

The rebel defencea of Corinth, to which we formerly al- 
ludoa, had been so extended — fifteen miles of fortification 
requiring a great many men to man them — that when Gen- 
eral Halleck occupied the post, he had constructed an inn«r 
line, more easily defensible by a smaller force. But Grant 
was not satisfied with these. Major F. E. Prime, the chief 
engineer of General Grant, under his direction, threw up a 
line of batteries on the north firont, far inside of Halleck's 
line, and close to the town of Corinth, haying an enfilading 
fire upon the Bolivar and Chewalla roads, and a sweeping 
cross-fire upon all assailable parts of the entire front. On 
the eitreme right were the old works of Beauregard ; and 
fi-om that point the chain of forts reached to the extreme left. 

When General Grant had been appointed, in July, 1862, to 
the command of all the forces in the District of West Tennes- 
see and Northern Mississippi, he had examined the defences 
of Corinth, which were then being constructed under the su- 
perintendence of General Cullum, and expressed the opinion to 
General HaUeck that they would be appropriate if we had 
an army of one hundred thousand men to defend them, 
but that they were of too great extent for the force we then 
had. Immediately upon General Halleck's departure for 
Washington, these works were pushed forward with energy, 
and by the 25th of September, when Bosecrans took com- 
mand, they were nearly completed. To Major Prime, under 
General Grant's orders, belongs the credit of laying out and 
constructing the fortifications against which the enemy was 
now about to hurl his masses, with impetuous but unavailing 
valor. 

To a late moment doubtful of the rebel plans, and judging 
that, cognizant as they were of the strength of the works at 
Corinth, the enemy would try a weaker point— unprovided. 
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too, with a proper map of the coimtry north and west of him — 
Oeneral Bosecrans made ready, like a prudent mariner in 
tiiick weather, for whatever might befall. 

Se called in his outposts from the south and east ; sent a 
reconnoissanee, tmder Oglesbj, on the Chewalla road, and 
posted his small force well in front to receive him. Stanley 
was stationed beyond Bridge Creek ; Oliver, with a brigade 
ajid a battery, on the left, in advance ; Davies in the centre, 
and Hamilton on the right. Mizner's cavalry was disposed 
in every di^pection around the town, watching the roads at 
Bumsville, Boneyard, Kossuth, and also in the front. 

At length they came, announcing their plans in person ; it 
is on the Chewalla road. Oliver's brigade is soon hard 
pressed, and is supported by McArthur's. The fighting, which 
begins with skirmishing, assumes the proportions of a battle. 
The rebel numbers constantly increase. McArthur is pressed 
back in turn, when Davies, next on his left, becomes engaged. 
An interval appears between McArthur and Davies, in which 
the rebels push so vigorously that Davies rapidly falls back a 
thousand yards to save his left flank, and in so doing he loses 
two heavy guns. The rebel advance has beenr bold and im- 
petuous. • 

New dispositions were now made, bringing our forces nearer 
the town, when night ended the conflict, which was but the 
herald of a greater. Deceived, however, by the comparative 
ease of his advance. General Yan Dom sent a telegraph to 
Bic'hmond, announcing a great victory ! 

The morning of October 4 ushered in the great battle. The 
Confederate line was well closed up to within a thousand 
yards of our works, and during the night they had thrown up 
some batteries in our front. Besides Van Dom, Price, and 
Lovell, they had among their generals Villepigue, Bust, Mau- 
ry, and L. Hebert, — all determined men of our old army, but 
^ted, except Hebert, with little military talent. Their troops 
were excellent stuff, and deserved better commanders. 

The ground in front of our position, over which they were 
to come, was of varied character. On the north and east it 
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alternated in hill and swaitnpy land^ both covered by forests 
tifees and undergrowth. 

On the north and west there were fields interspersing the 
woods ; in front of the right centre, a swamp ; and in front 
of the left centre, impracticable^ hills. jDor left, held bj Stan- 
ley's division, was protected by Battery Bobinette on the left, 
and Battery Williams on the right. Our centre was on a 
slight ridge, just north of the houses of Corinth, and consisted 
of Davies' division, slightly retired, with sharp-shooters in 
front, and having Battery Powell on the rigUt. Hamilton's 
division was on ihe right, with Dillon's battery, advanced be- 
yond Davies, and having two regiments in rear of his left. 

The first act of the rebels was in the form of a cannonade 
from their newly erected batteries ; but these were soon 
silenced by our guns. At half-past nine o'clock they moved 
to the attack upon our centre. The battle raged upon Davies 
and Fort Powell. The Bolivar road, by which they came, was 
swept by our guns: huge gaps were made in their column, 
but, without halting, they opened out in a loose deployment, 
encircling our lines, and losing fearfully as they came up. 
Nothing stoppdd them. " They came up," writes an eye-witness 
to the Cincinnati Commercial (October 9), " with their faces 
averted, like men* striving to protect themselves against a driv- 
ing storm of hail." They reach the broad glacis ; our troops 
are on the rude covered way, and will certainly repel them, 
were it not for an unaccountable panic which struck a portion 
of Davies' division. This will never do. Davies struggles 
manfully to check it. Bosecrans flies into their midst, fights 
like a simple grenadier, and, with entreaties, threats, and the 
flat of his sabre, puts an end to the " untimely and untoward 
stampede," which was but partial after alL* 

This momentary success has, however, encouraged the Con- 
federates. Once and agaia swept away by the fire of Battery 
.11 

* TbiB report of the stampeding of General Davies' (Second) division was 
prematnre and exaggerated. It was onlj partial, and soon checked. General 
Rosecrans indorsed General Davies' report of the battle ; and not only is tiio 
^ppanmt disgrace removed, but the invesUgalion reflects credit on Davies a&d 
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Richardson, they retam to the charge, storm Fort Powell, and 
''the ragged head of the colmxin" eyen penetrates into the 
town, when a section of Immel's battery, supported by the 
JTentfa Ohio and the Fifth Minnesota, drives them out. Gen- 
era! SulliTan comes to Dayies' a;d; together they retake 
Battery Powell, while on the extreme right Hamilton's guns 
sweep the avenues of advance and retreat. 

Snch was the failure of Price's attack on our right centre. 

The attack on the left was conducted by Van Dom in pet- 
son. Under cover of a cloud of skirmishers, he had formed 
his men in column of attack, and twenty minutes after Price 
moved forward, he launched four columns upon Battery Bobi- 
nette and our adjacent lines. His heavy guns are disposed in 
rear. Then began those " gorgeous pyrotechnics of the bat- 
tle/' spoken of by General Bosecrans, the description of 
which he leaves to ^* pens dipped in poetic ink." The fight- 
ing was indeed Homeric. From the moment they came in 
sight, until they were withiu fifty yards of the work, they were 
mowed, and torn, and shattered by grape, shell, and canister ; 
and wheuj after a gallant advance, these brave Mississippi 
and Texas troops pause for a breathing space, before a final 
charge, the Ohio and Missouri regiments, which have been 
lying flat, rise at a signal, and pour in a volley, before which 
the enemy reel and fall back in horror. But even this does 
not keep them long'^dismayed. They came to take Corinth, 
and they are not going to give it up so easily. / 

Once more the devoted band is formed. At least, they now 
know what to expect ; they have tried it, and are ready to try 
it again; no coming storm can equal the last in fury. On 
they come, breasting the furious fire of the batteries, every 
gun now double-shotted ; they reach the edge of the ditch ; 



bis men. That diyision did yeomen's serrice ; it bore the bnmt of the flist 
day's fight. One of its brigade oomm&nders, the galkmt Hackleman, wsa 
killed ; another, Ogleeby, was woimded —at the time it was supposed mortally. 
There is no donbt that much confusion existed on the part of the line held by 
this divirion, on receiving the rebel attack on the morning of the 4th, bnt it 
did not extend far, and only a portion of the line gave way. 
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they are crossing, when' the stunniiig fire of the Eleventh Mis- 
souri and Twenty-seventh Ohio is again poured in ; the cry of 
the Federal brigade commander, Charge ! rings above tho 
noise of battle ; the. men repeat it, and the regiments, swarm- 
ing over their works, chase the broken fragments of these gal-? 
lant stormers back to the woods; many, crouching in the 
abatis, surrender at discretion, waving their handkerchiefs 
on 'sticks, and begging to be spared for Grod's sake. Van 
Bom had done no better than Price. By noon the battle was 
ended. After waiting a brief space for the reappearance of 
the enemy, our skirmishers advanced to find him gone. Rose- 
crans galloped, in person, to all parts of his line, to inform his 
command, and to give them rest and rations, preparatory to a 
pursuit at daylight. Upon his return, he foimd McPherson, 
with a fresh brigade, in the square : he had come up after 
the battle, and was directed to take the advance of the 
pursuit. The enemy's loss was one thousand four hundred 
and twenty-three officers and men killed, and upwards of five 
thousand wounded; two thousand two. hundred and forty- 
eight prisoners were taken, with fourteen colors and two 
guns.* They were pursued forty miled by the entire force, 
and sixty miles with cavalry. 

Back, like the king of France, posted the rebels, on the 
Chewalla road, to the bridge across the Tuscumbia, near Po- 
cahontas, and a body was detached to guard the crossing of 
tho Hatchie ; but they were not yet through their troubles. 
A thorn was in their side. One part of Grant's plans had 
been most gallantly carried out by Rosecrans, at Corinth ; the 
complementary part was to come. Hurlbut had been sent to 



* The troops engaged in the battle of Corinth were : Hamilton's division, 
containing the brigades of Boford and SoUivan ; Davies' division, brigades of 
Oglesbj and Hackelman ; Stanley's division, nine regiments ; McArthur's and 
Oliver's brigades, commanded hy McArthur: batteries— first Missouri ; Third 
Michigan; Company F, United States artillery; Tenth and Eleventh Ohio; 
Eighth and Twelfth Wisconsin; three Missouri companies. The Batteries 
Robinetto, Richardson, etc, were named from their commanders. Captain 
Richardson was killed. 
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attack the enemy's rear, or mte^cep^^g^JB@^.•JlJt>feJ»^ 
motning of October 5th, near Pocahontas, n^IiJli bliuTiead of 
Van Dorn's retreating column, and was driving it back across 
the Hatchie, towards Corinth, when Ord came np and took 
command. The fighting was severe. Late in the afternoon, 
Ord fell, severely wounded, and Hurlbut assumed the com- 
mand. The disheartened rebels, battle-worn and weary with 
the rapid flight, were driven by Ord's impetuosity to make a 
vnde circuit, and cross the Hatchie at Crum's Mill, six miles 

OissjsajiJj Ordbbs, No. 88. 

HxXDQUARTXBfl DSPABTMXNT OF WeBT TXHmSBXBy 

Jaoksok, Tmtn., October 7, 1862, 

It is with heartfelt gratitade the general commanding oongratnlatee the 
armies of the West for another great victory won by them on the 8d, dth, and 
5th instant^ over the combined armies of Van Dom, Price, and Lovell. 

The enemy chose his own time and place of attack, and knowing the troops 
of the West as he does, and with great facilities for knowing their numbers, 
never would have made the attempt, except with a superior force numerically. 
But for the undaunted bravery of offlcerg and soldiers, who have yet to learn 
defeat, the efforts of the enemy must have proven successful. 

Whilst one division of the army, under Major-Qcneral Roeecrans, was resist- 
ing and repelling the onslaught of the rebel hosts at Corinth, another, from 
Bolivar, under Major-Qeneral Hurlbut, was marching upon the enemy's rear, 
driving in their pickets and cavalry, and attracting the attention of a largo 
force of in&ntry and artillery. On the following day, under Major-General 
Ord, these forces advanced with unsurpassed gallantry, dri\ing the enemy 
back across the Hatchie, over ground where it is almost incredible that a "su- 
perior force slrauld be driven by an inferior, capturing two of the batteries 
(eight guns), many hundred small-arms; and several hundred prisoners. 

To those two divisions of the army all praise is due, and will be awarded by 
a grateful country. 

Between them there should be, and I trust are, the warmest bonds of 
brotherhood. Eath was risking life in the some cause, and, on this occasion, 
risking it also to save and assist the other. No troops could do more than 
these separate armies. Each did all possible for it to do in the places assigned it. 

As in all great battles, so In this, it becomes our fate to mourn the loss of 
many brave and faithful officers and soldiers, who have given up their lives as 
% sacrifice for a great principle. The nation mourns for them. 

By command of 

Majob-Qenbkal U. S. Gaaiyt. 

John A. Rawlins, A. A. Q, 
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above. Bosecrans was recalled from the pvu^uit, and Grant 
was master of the field for future movements. 

On the receipt of the intelligence at Washington, Mr. Liiii- 
ooln telegraphed his congratulations, and asked the question : 
^'How does it all sum up?" This is a significant inquiry, 
which we may now answer. The brief campaign had demon- 
strated the clearness of Grant's military judgment, and the 
admirable interrelation of his plans. Doubtful of the purposes 
of Price and Yan Dom, he lured the former onward to luka, 
to obtain the desired information. When he found that they 
were in collusion, and that Price was trying to draw him off, 
that Van Dom might attack, he calculated his time, sent Ord 
and Eosecrans to whip Price, and to return in time to beat 
Yan Dom. Yan Dom, foolhardily, advanced on C!ormth, and 
Grant, confiding that part to Bosecrans, set a trap for Yan 
Dom's retreat. All this was clock-work, calculated to hours, 
if not to minutes. 

Of the principal officers on both sides, we may draw hasty 
pen-and-ink sketches, which we believe will be recognized by 
their acquaintance : 

Bosecrans. — ^This general, a graduate of West Point, in the 
engineers, of 1842, is active, earnest, and especially enthtisias- 
tic. He became a Boman CathoUc, after having* been a very 
devout EpiscopaUan, and is a proseljter. Having found what 
he thinks the good way, he spares no efforts to bring others 
into it. Cheerful, easy of access, careless in matters of dress 
and show, his hold on his army is by means of his knowledge, 
his intense interest in the least of his military duties, and his 
great valor in the field. The reputation gained by his suc- 
cesses in West Yirginia, and his victories at luka and Gorinth, 
was increased by the battle of Stone Biver, and somewhat im- 
paired by that of the Chickamauga. 

Obd. — Ord is essentially a fighting man, on the lookout for 
a chance of battie, and yet not wanting in that cool judgment 
which makes the general. His defeat of Stuart's rebel brigade, 
at Drainesville, was of great moral value at the time, and 
drew from his friend and fellow-brigadier, John F. Beynolds, 
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himself a fighting general, the remark : '^ Confound that fel- 
low I I knew, if there was a fight to be scared up, Ord would 
find it" 

Van Dohn. — ^This doughty Confederate cavalier, of Bose- 
crans' class at West Point, has greatly astonished his old as- 
sociates. West Point men of his time remember him as a 
small, handsome, modest youth, literally at the foot of his 
class. In Mezido, he was on the staff of General P. F. Smith, 
and was very popular ; for, to his other qualities he added 
dashing bravery. His conspicuous course in the rebel in- 
terests, at the breaking out of the war, deceived them into 
thinking him a general A good soldier he certainly was — 
brave, dashing, a splendid horseman ; but he lacked head, and 
was always taking his men into ctUs de sacs. He died by the 
hand of a man who believed that he had seduced his wife. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE DEPABTMENT OF TEE TENNESSEE. 

The EZTEivT of Graht'b ooumakd. — ^Dmtmcts. — ^Retbospkot.— Williavb* cakal. — 
Farbaout's FLKjrr. — ^Thb Arkansas debtroysd.— Graitt moveb.— Pembertoit in 

OOKMAND OF THE REBEL ARMY.— -GbAMT'b ARMT AND BTAFF.^TrADE. — ThE TALUB 

OF VioKBBURG.— Port Hudbon.— The Tallahatchie.— IIovet'b moveilent. — 
The pbobpect brioht.— Murphy'b burrekder.— Shebmak'b expedition to Vices- 
BDBo.— Unbuocessfdl. — Abkanbab Pobt.^Armt oorpb. — Emancipation progla- 

ICATION, AND COLORED TROOPS. 

By general orders from the War Department, bearing dato 
of October 16, 1862, General Grant was assigned to the ex- 
tended command entitled the Department of the Tennessee. 
He had virtually exercised it before, since the departure of 
General HaUeck ; but he officially assumed it, by a general 
order, on the 25th of October. It included Cairo, Forts Henry 
and Donelson, Northern Mississippi, and those portions of 
•Tennessee and Kentucky west of the Tennessee Eiver. His 
headquarters were at Jackson, Tennessee, from which he 
could most conveniently organize and arrange for Supplies and 
re-enforcements to carry out his new plans — ^plans, as the se- 
quel proved, of colossal dimensioiis, and testing the utmost 
endeavors of a great commander. BueU having been defeated 
at Perryville on the 8th of October, Bragg began a leisurely 
retreat on the 12th ; and, to expedite it, Bosecrans superseded 
BueU on the 30th. 

Grant's first care was to itiake a provisional division of his 
department into, districts. His force was in four divisions, 
and they were thus posted : Major-General Sherman, with the 
first division, commanded the district of Memphis; Major- 
General Hurlbut, with the second, that of Jackson. The dis- 
trict of Corinth was in charge of Brigadier-General C. S. 
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Hamilton, with the third division; and that of Oolimibus 
•was in charge of Brigadier-General T. -A. Davies, with the 
fourth. 

His executive and administrative ability were now displayed 
in preparations lor the new campaign, and, not less, in his 
control of the conquered territory which he commanded. He 
republished and carried out the judicious dtder of General 
Halleck (No. 160), principally limiting the kinds and numbers 
of anny trains, baggage, etc., cutting down these impedimenla 
to the smallest figure, both for officers and men ; and he set 
the example so rigorously himself, that during the ensuing 
campaign, his own baggage was said to be a toothbrush: 
nothing more — ^not even a cleim shirt. 

Yicksburg, not within his command, but in the Depart- 
ment of the Gulf, was the grand objective point, blocking the 
river, and daily growing stronger. It was a problem of very 
difficult solution : the greater honor to him who should work 
it out. 



BETBOSFECT OF OPERATIONS ON THE IffVEB. 

To preserve the chronological order, let us state, very 
briefly, what had been already attempted in the Department 
of the Gulf. The grand co-operation of the fleet needs, and 
will have, its own historian : we can only now refer to it . 
briefly, to subserve our present purpose. Memphis, notwith- 
standing Montgomery's boasts and the sure hopes of the 
citizens, had fallen on the 6th of June. 

On the 2{)tti, the gallant Brigadier-General Thomas Wil- 
liams had left Baton Eouge, and gone up to Vicksburg, with 
four regiments and eight field-guns. On the 25th he was off 
Vicksburg, and, unmolested, had begun to cut a navigable 
canal across the- sharp turn of the river, which, if successful, 
would change' the channel, and throw the city and its defences 
six miles inland. It was apparently a light task, and with 
twelve hundred negroes, taken from the neighboring planta- 
tions, was rapidly carried to completion ; but alas ! when, on 
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the 22d of JtQy, it was finished, and the small barrier knocked 
away, the waters refused the passage, with what seemed 
singular caprice. A simple plough-furrow had elsewhere 
frequently changed the channel in a single night, but a larger 
and more inidting cut-off was now unsuccessful. So the siege, 
if it can be called one, was abandoned. Williams went back, 
without delay, to strengthen Baton Bouge, and unhappily 
to fall there on the 5th of August ; and the rebels lost no time 
in filling up the canaL 

THE FLEET OF FABKAGUT. 

Farragut had steamed up on the 7th of June, the day after 
the capture of Memphis, and had silenced the Grand Ckdf 
batteries on the 8th. On the 28th of the same month he had 
sent seven vessels past, silencing the lower batteries, and had 
then joined Flag-Officer Davis, who had brought down some 
four gunboats and six mortar-boats from the upper fleet, on 
the 1st of July ; and Porter had again engaged the water- 
batteries below with the remainder of Farragut's fleet ; but 
after an ineffectual bombardment, the rapid falling of the river 
threatening a dearth of water for the larger boats, Farragut's 
fleet was obliged to fall down the river to New Orleans. 

Up the Yazoo Biver, the mouth of which is about twelvf 
miles north of Yicksburg, the rebels had constructed a formi- 
dable ram, the Arkansas, which strengtibened the defences 
principally by menacing the fleet. She came down the river 
to Vicksburg on the 15th of July, ready for any work ; and 
was soon sent down to Baton Bouge, to aid the attack of 
Breckinridge on the 5th of August, and was there destroyed 
by Colonel EUet's ram, the Essex. 



QRAKT MOVES. 

With these few words, merely, to connect the great events 
in Grant's military history, let us return to his own move- 
ments. We have said that the great objective was Vicks- 
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boi^. The immediate objectiye was the army of Pember- 
ton, which lay on the line of the Mississippi Central Bail- 
road, principally at AbbeTiUe, behind the Tallahatchie Eiver, 
and in the vicinity of Holly Springs, Mississippi. Its ad- 
yance was near Grand Jtmction and La Grange. 

On the 4th of NoYdmber, his preparations' haying been 
completed, — ^his forces having been concentrated from Cor- 
inth, Jackson, and Bolivar,— Grant moved to La Grange, 
three miles east of Grand Jimction, on the Memphis and 
Charleston Bailroad, pnshing the enemy's advance back 
towards Holly Springs, and utterly neglecting, to the amaze- 
ment of the rebels, their movements to the east and south, 
which were intended to draw him off in that direction. 
Grant's reconnoissances were now constant and energetic. 
Colonel A. L. Lee had first seized Ripley and Orizaba, hold- 
ing them for twenty-four hours ; and then, followed by two 
divisions xmder McPherson, had made a dash upon Lamar, on 
the railroad, and Hudsonville, defeating the rebel cavalry 
at the latter place. These and other approaches developed 
the enemy as intending to hold the line of the Tallahatchie 
Biver, and being in chief force in advance at Holly Springs 
and Coldwater, on the two railroads. Here Van Dora had 
collected his forces and fortified the river-line. But Van 
Dom, althou^ a brave soldier, was a weak man, and by no 
means competent to encounter and defeat the Union strategy. 
His name was not a tower of strength to the rebels, and the 
Union generals began to despise his strategy. 

But the rebel government was now fairly awake to the 
danger. As early as June 16th, the State archives had been 
removed from Jackson, to guard against dangers from the river 
approaches ; and now, in order to make head against these for- 
midable land approaches, they had overslaughed Van Dom 
and Lovell, by appointing as lieutenant-general John C. Pem- 
berton, a junior major-general, and sending him to command in 
and around Vicksburg. He was a better general than either, 
but not much, and his great unpopulcuity more than neutral- 
ized his superiority. 
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On the 2d of November, Lovell, who had been north of 
Holly Springs, fell back ; but he was promptly ordered for- 
ward again by Pemberton, whose troops were strewed along 
the railroad for facility of transportation ; — Price, seven miles 
below Lovell, with twelve thousand men ; and- twenty-two 
miles further south, at Abbeville, a conscript camp. 

Up to this time, notwithstanding his successes, Grant's 
army had not received that attention and consideration from 
the Government which it deserved. This was no designed 
neglect, but the situation in Virginia absorbed the general 
interest : little stress was laid upon the West. He had not 
been properly furnished with regular. and instructed officers. 
With the aid of the few who were with him, he had every- 
thing to make. His staff, selected. with the rare sagacity 
which has since been more noticed in his later career, was at 
this time composed of men who were making themselves. 
Among them were — ^Brigadier-General J. D. Webster, the artil- 
lery hero of Pittsburg Landing, who was now superintendent 
of military railroads ; J. A. Bawlins, then a Ueutenani-colonely 
chief of staff, since a brigadier-general and brevet major- 
general in the regular army, an able staff-officer, the constant 
companion of his fortunes ; T. S. Bowers, then captain, now 
colonel and aid-de-camp. Major F. E. Prime, of the En- 
gineers, and Lieutenant J. H. Wilson, of the Topographical 
Engineers, were the only two regular officers on that large 
staff,^ and although excellent, not of the proper rank. The 
great characteristic of military genius is its creative power ; 
and Grant was now attempting the most difficult movement 
known to the military art, with a thoroughly improvised army : 
the greater glory, should he succeed. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

His military plans were greatiy impeded by the civil and 
mimicipal difficulties incident to the state of war. The influx 

* Prime, we have linderstood, declined proznotion in the volunteers. 'Wll 
son became a most efficient cavaliy general. 
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of negroes into liis department, and their unsettled conditioB, 
gave him no Kttle trouble. They were not yet declared free ; 
they were escaping from their masters in vast crowds ; many 
'were playing a double part, at once fugitives and spies ; they 
*were encumbering his army, and eating his substance. To 
remedy this, he established a camp for them, as early as No- 
vember 14,* and had them " organized into companies, and 
set to work, picking, ginning, and baling all cotton now out- 
standing in the fields." His orders against plundering — that 
bane of all armies — ^were very severe, and most vigorously car- 
ried out. An offending regiment^the Twentieth Illinois, — which 
had broken into a store at Jackson, Tennessee, and robbed it 
of property to the value of upwards of one thousand dollars, — 
he punishedt by assessing the amount on the pay of certain 
officers, who were improperly absent, or derelict in their duty ; 
and then he mustered two of their number out of the service. 
The subject of trade, as injurious to military operations in 
insurrectionary States, engaged his serious attention, and he 
long refused to permit it to be carried on. The Jews as a 
class, principally German Jews,, having given him great trouble 
in connection with this subject, he excluded them, for some 
time, from his department. As illustrating their great plia- 
bility, we may state that they fell also under the rebel ban, for 
the alacrity with which, upon the surrender of Vicksburg, 
they ^f went forward and took the oath of allegiance to the 
United State8."t 

Urged, at length, with great cogency of reasoning, he al- 
lowed a partial trade ; but^ when asked to name persons who 
should conduct it, he was sagacious enough to refuse, declar- 
ing that he would at once be accused of complicity, for his 
own pecxmiary benefit. 

Vicksburg, upon which Grant had concentrated his 
thoughts, and which had been in the department of General 
Banks, was now placed in Grant's department, and he was in 

* Orders of that date. f Orders of Noyember 16. 

t Pollaid, ThiidTear, p. 69. 
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readiness to demonstrate upon it. To e][>itonu2e the Talae of 
his success, should he capture it, we may quote the words of 
Sherman, in his speech at St Louis: ''The possession of 
the Mississippi is the possession of America." Yicksburg 
alone kept us from that possession. And Jefferson Davis, in 
his speech to the Legislature of Mississippi, on the 26th of 
December, declared that the fall of Yicksburg would " cut off 
their communication with the Trans-Mississippi department, 
and sever the western portion of the Confederacy from the 
eastern." The great hope of the rebels, after their defeat at 
Island No. 10, was centred in Yicksburg and Memphis ; and 
when the latter fell, Yicksburg was their best bower in the 
West. As soon as the demonstration of General WUliams 
upon the city had* failed, they had gone to work with great 
vigor to render it impregnable, strengthening the garrison 
and fortifying every available point with heavy earthworks. 

As a strong outwork to Yicksburg, on the 25th of Novem- 
ber they had also fortified Port Hudson, on the left bank, 
twenty-five miles above Baton Bouge, and the terminus of the 
Clinton BaOroad. This inclosed a long stretch of the river, 
free from our gunboats, through which stores and troops 
might pass, and giving free communication with the rich pro- 
ductions of Texas, upon which they depended as a store- 
house. The eyes of the country, and of military men through- 
out the world, were now turned with great interest upon Grant. 
Moving down by the railroads which met at Grenada, it was 
evident that the first line which the rebels would oppose to 
his advance, was that of the Tallahatchie and its parallel 
streams, upon which a small force, judiciously posted, might 
give great trouble to a large eamj. But the rebel generals 
were, as we have said, no match for the strategy of Grant. 

*r »Vf T ATT.ATTAT <! HIK . 

While the main army was openly moving down from Grand 
Junction against the rebel forces strongly posted at Abbeville, 
on the Tallahatchie, and Sherman was moving from Memphis 
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direct on the same point, a co-operating force from Helena, 
unexpected by the rebels, was abont to close the TaDahatchie 
region, as by a magic wand. This force, seven thousand 
strong, under Generals A, P. Hovey and Washbume, arrived 
at Delta, near the mouth of the Yazoo Pass, on the 28th of 
November. This was to flank the rebels, compel them to fall 
back, clear the country for Grant's advance, and gain un- 
disputed possession of the rich resources of Northern Missis- 
sippi. 

The exact character of the following movements requires 
some care in the study of the component elements, without 
which the reader is Uable to fall into confusion. To state the 
plan in Sherman's sententious phrase : " Grant moved direct 
on Pemberton, while I moved from Memphis, and a smaller 
force under General Washbume struck directly for Grenada ; 
and the first thing Pemberton knew, the depot of his supplies 
was almost in the grasp of a small cavalry force, and he fell 
back in confasion, and gave us the Tallahatchie without a 
battle."* Without space for many details, let us attempt to de- 
scribe these allied movements, with their issues. The strategy 
was beautiful, and admirably executed. The conception of 
these movements was Grant's. Detailed dispatches give the 
itinerary : it was rapid and vigorous. On the 29th of Novem- 
ber, Grant's advance was at Holly Springs ; on the 30th, at 
Waterferd; and, on the 1st of December, a junction was 
formed with Sherman. 

General 'Hovey started from Helena on the 27th of Novem- 
ber, and on the 28th was at Delta. Distributing his cavalry, 
that of Washbume proceeded to Cold Water, where it captured 
a rebel camp ; then the forces moved along the Gold Water and 
Tallahatchie rivers southward, by a rapid march via Preston, 
to Gamer's station, just north of Grenada, destroying the 
railroad and bridges ; then to Charleston and Mitchell's cross- 
roads, both knots of country roads; northward still to Panola 
and Oakland^ on the Memphis road, and thence to Coffeeville, 

* Speech at St Loui& 
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on that to Grand Junction. The work was well and thor* 
oughly done ; the . enemy's rear was seriously endangered ; 
steamboats and many river-craft were destroyed on the Talla- 
hatchie ; the railroad from Memphis to Grenada broken up ; 
cars and locomotives bnmod and destroyed. Pressed in &ont 
by Grant, the rebel astonishment turned to panic ; a precipi- 
tate retreat was all that was left to Femberton, and so he fell 
back to Grenada, even while Hovey was quietly moving back 
to Helena. Perhaps Hovey was moved back too soon. 

Pemberton retreated from the Tallahatchie on the 1st of 
December, leaving a small force at the railroad-bridge across 
that river ; but they did not seriously dispute the passage. 
Onward still, the cavalry skirmishing at Abbeville, until, on 
the 3d of December, his headquarters were at Oxford, with his 
cavalry well in advance, driving Van Dom out of Water Val- 
ley and Goffeeville, on the railroad. A glance at the map will 
at once display the value of Hovey's march, at this juncture, 
in preparing the way for the main army. To add to the rebel 
.misfortunes, it was now learned that the United States gun« 
boats were in the Yazoo, and steaming up to take them in 
rear, and perhaps cut off their retreat. One of our gunboats, 
the Cairo, was exploded by a rebel torpedo. 

Sherman's expedition. 
The first act thus auspiciously performed. Grant proposed 
to General HaUeck to hold the enemy south of the Yalabusha, 
and move a force from Memphis and Helena on Vicksburg; 
and, in reply, received orders "from General Halleck to send 
the proposed expedition against Vicksburg. General Sher- 
man was selected for the command ;* and Morgan L. Smith's 

* The following is General Grant's order to Sherman : 

HXADQUARTERS, ThIBTBBNTU AbMT CoBPB, 

Dkpabtmknt or thb Tknnebses, Oxford, Mi»s., Deo. 8, 1862. 
HAjoiU^ENERiiL W. T. Shebmak, Commanding Eight Wing : 

GbkbraIi — ^Yoa will proceed with as little delay as pussible to Memphis, 
Tenn., taking with yon one division of your present oommand. On your arrival 
at Memphis^ yon wiU assume oommand of all the troops there, and that portion 
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divisioii, tien near^ Oxford, immediatelj started back' to 
Memphis to form part of the expedition. It was confidently 
believed, that if Sherman moved with all possible dispatch, 
he ii?ould be able, with the force at his command, and the co- 
operation of the navy, under Admiral Porter, to surprise and 
capture Vicksburg. If he* should find 'this impracticable, it 
was almost certain that he would be able to take and hold 
Haines' Bluff, operate against the enemy's lines, and open up 
to General Grant the Yazoo Biver as a line of supplies; while 
Grant should press Pemberton in front, and bold him in force 
in the Yalabusha, until the result of Sherman's attack should 
be known.* 

Off General Cnrtis's force at pieaent east of l^e SfissisBippi Biver, and organize 
them into brigades and divisions in jour own way. As soon as possible, move 
with them down the river, to the vicinity of Vicksburg ; and, with the co-opera- 
tion of the gunboat fleet under command of Flag-OAcer Porter, proceed to the 
rednction of that place, in such manner as circumstances and jour own judg- 
ment may dictate. 

The amount of rations, fixrage, land transportation, etc., necessary to take 
wUl be left entirely with yourself! The quartermaster at St. Louis will be in- 
structed to send you transportation for thirty thousand men. Should you still 
find yourself deficient, your quartermaster will be authorized to make up the 
deficiency from such transports as may come into the port of Memphis. 

On arriving in Memphis, put yourself in oommxmication with Admiral Porter, 
and arrange with him for his c^peration. 

Inform me at the eariiest practicable day of the time when you will embark, 
and such plans as may then be matured. I will hold the forces here in readi- 
ness to co-operate with you in such manner as the movements of the enemy 
may make necessary. 

Leave the district of Memphis in 'the command of an efficient officer, and 
wxtli a garrison of four regiments of infantry, the siege-guns, and whatever 
cavalry may be there. 

(Signed) U. S. Gbaitt, Mijor-General. 

* The foUowing letter of General Sherman to Admiral Porter gives his 
views of the movement. 

HXADQUABTEBS Rl«HT Wliro, AmCT OV THX TbNIOSSXB, 

OxYOBD, Miss., Dec. 8, 1862. 
Bbab-AdmibaIi D. D. Pobtsr» 

Commanding U. 8, Jfaval JFbrces, Cairo, Ills. : 
The movement thus £eu: has been eminently suocessfuL General Grant, 
moving down directly apian the enemy's strong lines behind the Tallahatiphie, 
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On the 14th of December, General Grant telegraphed to 
Sherman, in cipher, as follows : — 

I have not had one word from Grierson since be left, and am getting' 
imeaaj abont him. I hope General Gorman will give 70a no difBcolty about 
letaming the troopQ that were on thia aide of the river, and Steele to aunmand 
thenL The twentj-one thousand men 70a have, with twelve thonsand from 
Helena, will make a good force. The enem7 are as jet in the Yalabnsha. I 
am pushing down on them SI0WI7, but so as to keep up the impresaon of a 
continuous move. I feel particularl7 anxious to have the Helena cavalry on 
this side of the iivei>— if not now, at least after 70U start. If GKnman will send 
them, instruct them where to go, and how to communicate with me. M7 head- 
quarters will probabl7 be in GoffeeviUe, one week hence. In the mean time, I 
will be at Springdale. It would be well if 70a could have two or three small 
boats, suitable for navigating the Yazoa It ma7 become necessaiy for me to 
look to that base for supplies beft»e we get thzDugh. 

(Signed) U. & Gbakt, li^joar-GeneraL 



while the Helena ibrce appeared unexpectedl7 on their flank, utterl7 con- 
founded them, and the7 are now in full retreat, and we are at a loss where they 
wiU bring up. We hope they vnll halt and refimn behind the Yalabusha, with 
Grenada as their centre. If so, General Grant can press their front, whilst I 
•m oxdeored to take all the spare troops from Memphis and Helena^ and proceed 
with all diq)atch to Yieksburg. 

Time now is the great object. We must not give time for new combina- 
tiona. I know 70U will promptl7 co-operate. It will not be necessary to en- 
gage their Vicksburg batteries until I have broken all their inland communi- 
cation ; then Vicksburg must be attacked b7 land and water. In this I will 
defer much to 70U. 

M7 purpose wUl be to cut the road to Munroe, La., to Jackson, Mis., and 
then appear up the Yaaxx), threatening the Mississippi Central road where it 
crosses the Big Black. 

These movements will ^sooncert the enem7, and throw them on to Me- 
ridian, eBpeciall7 as General Grant preeses them in front. All this should be 
done before the winter rains make General Grant's road^ impassable. I wiU 
leave for Memphis to-morrow, Tue8da7 night, and will reach Memphis with 
one of m7 old divisions Frida7 night. We ought to leave Memphis before the 
dOth, and I do eamestl7 desire 70U should meet me there.- At all events^ even 
if the larger gunboats cannot proceed at once, send those of light draught 
down, with Captains Phelps, Gwinn, Shirk, or some officer to assist me in the 
preliminar7 work. Of course, Vicksburg cannot be reduced till 70U arrive with 
the large gunboats. 

General Grant's purpose is to take full advantage of the effects of this Talla- 
hatchie auccess. 

I am, with great respect, 
(Signed) W. T. Shbbmaiv, ] 
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Neyer did human hopes have a brighter prospect ; sieTer 
had skilful combiiiations been more beautifolly successful. 
Grant confined his operations against the enemy to such as 
seemed most probable to secure the success of his part in the 
grand moyement. He pushed slowly but steadily forward 
towards Gj^enada, and sent cavalry expeditions against Pem- 
berton's lines of communication and both his flanks, and 
menaced his front, while Sherman was about to make a grand 
attack on Yicksburg, by the Mississippi and Yazoo. Grant 
had left small but adequate garrisons at all the principal 
points in his rear : among them were Columbus, Humboldt, 
Trenton, Jackson, Bolivar, Corinth, Holly Springs, Cold 
Water, Davis's Mills, and Middleburg. He had neglected 
no precaution, and now he was about to grasp the glittering 
prize, when suddenly, in a moment, the prospect was blasted, 
the entire movement defeated, and a disaster which he could 
not anticipate was to fall upon his advance, and Sherman's 
gallant, but unaided attack. 

As a lesson to all military men who may fall into isolated 
command, it is valuable ; otherwise, it was an unalloyed dis- 
aster. 

mubphy's subeendeb of holly springs. 

Th^ story is a very brief one. As soon as Van Dom was 
assured of the return of Hovey's expedition, he took heart, 
and determined to attack some of the garrisoned posts in 
Grant's rear ; to destroy the railroad-bridges all along from 
Columbus to Corinth ; and thus to force him to abandon or 
postpone his grand m5vement. In a military point of view. 
Van Dom Reserves credit for this plan, which, aided by the 
disgraceful- conduct of one man, was entirely successful 
That man was Colonel E. C. Murphy, who had been intrusted 
with the command of Holly Springs, and who, upon being 
surrounded by rebel cavahy, surrendered his post without 
striking a single blow, on the 20th of December, while Grant 
was at Oxford, thirty nules away. Murphy had taken no pre- 
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cautions, although he knew what threatened, and had left the 
garrison in ignorance of all danger. It is difficult to under- 
stand his apparent unconcern at the vast issues which de- 
pended upon his holding out until he had not a man left. 
But we need not stop to moralize : he gave up the post, with 
Tast quantities of ammunition, quartermaster, commissary, 
and medical stores, and one thousand bales of cotton. The 
blow fell like a stroke of lightning. Grant's communications 
were cut, the vast plans and preparations rendered useless, 
and the siege of Vicksburg indefinitely postponed. Qrant fell 
back to Holly Springs. 

Other attacks the rebels had made, at Cold Water, Da- 
vis's Mills, and Middleburg, which were bravely repulsed. 
Murphy was disgraced and dismissed, and aU that Grant 
could do was to plan again, and hope for better aid in the 
future.* 

This failure, lamentable in itself, was the more to be re- 
gretted because, in the summer, only a short time before, 
Pope had been signally defeated at Centreville on the 28th of 
August, at Manassas on the 30th, and at GhantiUy on the 1st 
of September ; and because the battle of Antietam was not a 
compensating victory. The battle of Perryville, on the 8lh of 
October, was not to our advantage ; and the chapter of dis- 
asters or barren victories was crowned with horrors by the 
wholesale slaughters of Fredericksburg, on the 13th of De- 
cember. 

But whoever might despair, Grant did not. Every one who 
has read his history thus far must have been struck with his 
singular tenacity of purpose. Not a day was lost in irresolu- 
tion ; preparations were at once made for putting a new plan 
into execution. / 

And here let us pause to give a brief sketch of Sherman's 
fortunes, in the campaign which reached such an untimely 
end. 



* The raiders of Foxreet, in Qrant'a rear, were finally dispersed by General 
Sweeny. 
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BhennaD's expedition to Yicksbnrg, like all the actions of 
that brilliant general, was carefollj prepared, well-timed, and 
admirably conducted. With only a general knowledge of the 
ground npon which he was to attack, he embarked his troops 
at Memphis and Helena, and on the 21st of December, the day 
after the surrender of HoUy Springs, but in nnhappy igno- 
rance of that fact, his fleet of sixty transports, convoyed by 
Admiral Porter; with three gunboats, rendezroused at Friar's 
Point. His army, called the " Right Wing of the Army of 
the Tennessee," was composed of four divisions, under Gen- 
erals G. W. Morgan, M. L. Smith, A J. Smith, and Frederick 
Steele. .Steele's division had four brigades, under Blair, 
Thayer, 0. S. Hovey, and HassendurbeL The other three 
divisions were of three brigades each. The men were the 
flower of the West. In an admirable order, issued December 
18th, he had forbidden aU citizens, traders, and women to 
accompany it, and allowed no cotton to be shipped, except 
what was needed for bulk-heads and protection. If any 
citizen should elude the order, he was to be conscripted as 
a private, or turned over as a deck-hand. We call attention 
to this order as indicative of the care with which his move- 
ment was conducted. Landing a detachment under M. L. 
Smith, at Milliken's Bend, he sent it to Delhi and Dallas, to 
cut the rebel communication by the Vicksburg and Shreve- 
port Baiboad, after which they were to join him. 

On the 27th, the main body proceeded up the Yazoo, and 
debarked*at and above Johnston's Landing, at various points 
from the jtinction of the Old Kiver with the Yazoo to John- 
ston's Farm, about eight miles from Vicksburg. 

The long line of Bluff upon which Vicksburg is situated 
touches the Yazoo at Haines' Bluff, and incloses, between that 
river and the bend of the Mississippi, a field of most difficult 
topography, intersected with bayous, and commanded by a 
succession of redoubts, lines of rifle-pits, and field-batteries, 
protected by abatis, on the bluffs and on the plain at their 
base. In front of all this, the Chickasaw bayou, coming east- 
ward from the Yazoo, turns southward to flow as a deep 
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and iiide wet ditch to the entire fortification^ prolonged to 
the northward by the Ojpress Lake slough. 

The Confederate positions, irom Haines' Bluff to Yicksburg, 
were exceedingly strong by nature, and donbly fortified by 
military sldlL The rebel troops, who had been in Grant's 
front, now that he had fallen back, rushed to Yicksburg, fall 
of hope, to overpower Sherman. It is not within our scope 
to give a detailed account of this action ; we can only give its 
outlines. In landing, the forces were thus disposed : A. J. 
Smith on the right ; M. L. Smith, the right centre ; Morgan, the 
left centre ; and Steele, the left. Steele's first landing, on the 
28th, was above the slough, while Morgan had moved south 
of Chickasaw bayou, into the re-entering angle. 

Steele was withdrawn, on account of the difficulties en- 
countered in crossing the slough, and re-embarked, to land 
south of the Chickasaw, on the left of Morgan. Blair's bri- 
gade, which, in the temporary absence of M. L. Smith, had 
occupied the right centre, was now marched to join Steele on 
the left. The brigades of Thayer and Blair then advanced to 
the assault across the bridges, with the most distinguished 
bravery. They stormed the rifle-pits, entered the rebel line, 
driving them back in confusion. But they were largely re- 
enforced, while there were unaccountable delays in the move- 
ment of our troops. Morgan's division was not brought over 
in time to engage in the assault. 

The movements of attack on the centre and right were 
greatly impeded by the difficulty of bridging the bayou, and 
were therefore very feeble. The attack on the left, which, 
was extremely gallant, was made by only three thousand men, 
eight hundred of whom were put hyrs de combat, Sherman, 
ardent and impetuous, was very angry at this "lame and 
impotent conclusion," but he was also philosophical. Under 
the protection of a flag of truce, on the 31st, he buried his 
dead and carried off his wounded. 

One more effort he thought to make ; it was, to try a com- 
bined land and naval attack upon Haines' Bluff, turn the rebel 
right, and roU back his line or endanger his rear. This new 
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plan he was ready to put into execution on tHe 1st of January, 
when a dense fog made it impracticable : when it lifted, the 
rebels were prepared for him. Baffled, but not humiliated, 
he re-embarked his command and dropped down the Yazoo, 
having lost in his assault, one hundred and ninety-one killed, 
nine hundred and eighty- two wounded, and seyen hundred 
and fifty-six missing. 

At the mouth of the river he found General McClemand, ' 
waiting, by order of the President, to take command. He sent 
the transports up to ]V(illiken's Bend. " The right wing" was 
merged into the ^ Army of the Mississippi," of which Sher- 
man commanded one corps and Morgan the other, and the 
last act of the campaign was over. Sherman gracefully 
acknowledges the defeat in his order and report, and in his 
recent speech at Si Louis, but the world now knows, what it 
did not then, that he was " on time," and was the victim of 
nnavoidable circumstances, and that his repulse was no less 
a consequence of Murphy's surrender of Holly Springs, than 
was Grant's falling back to that point; not because Grant 
could not co-operate, but because his retrograde movement 
enabled the rebels to send large re-enforcements to Vicks- 
burg. 

Of course, Pemberton was proud of the Confederate suc- 
cess, and he had a right to be. Following his impotence on 
the Tallahatchie, it was a great consolation — ^the last gleam 
of success whifih was to irradiate his path: let him make 
much of it. 

JOtEANSAS POST. 

Before McClemand had taken, command. General Sherman 
and Admiral Porter had discussed the propriety of an attack 
on Arkansas Post, and* had decided, for numerous reasons, 
to make it. The proposition was Sherman's ; but McClemand 
concurred in it. They went up the White Biver from the 
Mississippi^ and thence by a connecting canal into the Arkan- 
sas. All the gunboats that could get into the canal were 
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sent forward, until they reached Fort HindTnan, at the old 
post of Arkansas, on the left bank of the river. The Joint 
attack by the army and navy could not be resisted ; the fixing 
began at noon on the 11th, and lasted until four o'clock, when, 
a white flag gave token of surrender. Our loss was about six 
hundred ; that of the rebels only one -hundred and fifty. Wo 
destroyed tl^e fort. The navy sent up and captured Des Arc 
and Duvals, while McGlemand withdrew his forces to Napo- 
leon. 

Grant had come up the White River to meet Porter at the 
cutaway, and prepare for his new campaign. We have 
noticed the capture of Fort Hindman, on account of its bear- 
ing on the general plan. It was very opportune ; it tended 
to inspirit the men, and in some sort retrieve the repulse of 
Haines' Bluflf : it was doing something with troops who would 
otherwise have lain idle, while Grant was moving his army 
to Memphis; and it changed the discord of defeat, in the ears 
of an impressible public, into the harmonious notes of a vie- - 
tory. It was also another rebel discomfiture. Otherwise it 
amounted to very little, 

NEW OBGANIZATTON INTO ARMY CORPS, 

Grant had been steadily gaining ground in the confidence 
of the Government, and the great importance of his plans in 
Mississippi caused them to send him a larger number of 
troops, requiring a new organization. These, in accordance 
with historic experience, he disposed into army corps, instead 
of numerous distinct divisions. The advantage of this system 
is manifest. It gives to competent generals, commanding 
corps, a larger field in which to ^play their powers, and it 
relieves the commander of great official drudgery — all the 
division reports, etc.,*being settled at -the corps headquarters, 
while only a digest is sent up by the corps commanders to 
the commander-in-chief. Also, on the field of war, the orders 
of the comimanding general are given to corps commanders, 
and they are held responsible for the movements and actions 
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of the diTisions considtnting their corps. And still, in addition 
to these advantages, each army corps constitutes an army in 
itself, properly organized of the three arms, and ready for 
independent movement as such. The system is French, and 
our brief experience in handling large bodies of men, soon 
prompted its employment in the late war. 

On the 22d of December, Grant issued the following 
order: 

Qexteral Okdebs, No. 14 

HSABQUAItTXBS, DSPABTMSNT OT TEX TsmnMSIX, 

Uoi.LT SpBiKos, Mias., Dec. 22, 1862. 
B7 directions of the general-in-chief of the armj, the troops in this depart- . 
ment, inelnding those of the Department of the Missouri operating on the Mis- 
Bissippi River, are hereby divided into four army corps, as follo^ns : 

1. The troops composing the Ninth Division, Brigadier General G. W. 
Morgan commanding ; the Tenth Division, Brigadier-General A. J. Smith 
commanding ; and all other troops operating on the Mississippi River below 
Memphis, not Induded in the fifteenth Army Corps, vnll constitute the Thir- 
teenth Army Corps, under the command of Major-General John A. McCler- 
nand. 

2. The fifth Division, Brigadier^eneral Morgan L. Smith commanding ; 
the division from Helena, Arkansas, commanded by Brigadier-General F. 
Steele ; and the forces in the " District of Memphis," will constitute the Fif- 
teenth Army Corps^ and be commanded by Major-General W. T. Sherman. 

3. The Sixth Division, Brigadier-General "J. McArthur commanding ; the 
Seventh pivision, Brigadier-General I. F. Quimby commanding ; the Eighth Di- 
vision, Brigadier-General L. F. Ross commanding ; the Second Brigade of cav- 
alry. Colonel A. L. Lee commanding ; and the troops in the " District of Co- 
lumbusj" commanded by Brigadier-General Davies, and those in the ** District 
of Jackson," coihmanded by Brigadier-General Sullivan, will constitute the 
Sixteenth Army Corps, and be commanded by Major-General S. A. Hurlbut. 

4. The First Division, Brigadier-General J. W. Denver commanding ; the 
Third Division, Brigadier-General John A. Logan commanding; the Fourth 
Division, Brigadier-General J. G. Lauman commanding ; the First Brigade of 
cavalry, Colonel B. H. Grierson commanding ; and the forces in the " District 
of Corinth," commanded by Brigadier-General G. M. Dodge, will constitute the 
Seventeenth Army Corps, and be commanded by Major-General J. B, McPherson.' 

District commanders will send consolidated returns of their forces to these 
headquarters, as well as to army corps headquarters, and will, for the present, 
receive orders from department headquarters. 

By order of 

Major-Gexkkal U. S: Grant. 
JoHEC A. Rawlikb, a. a. G. 
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THE PRESIDEKT's PROCLAMATION, AND THE USE OF COLORED 

TROOPS. 

No history of the war, and no biography of any one of its 
chief actors, would be complete without reference to a State 
paper of greater significance than any other issued during the 
period of hostilities. Indeed, it may well be doubted whether 
any public document ever issued in America had more im- 
portant bearings than this. We refer to the President's 
Emancipation Proclamation. On the 22d of September, 1862, 
he had declared, by proclamation, that on the 1st day of Jan- 
uary, 1863, all persons held as slaves within the States, the 
people of which were in rebellion, should be thereafter free. 
On the 1st day of January he had ratified that assertion by 
formal proclamation, enumerating the States and portions of 
States in which it should take effect. 

This was the signal for new political controversies, and 
many of our high officers in the army were inclined to fight 
against it. 

We need do no more than to declare, as we have done be- 
fore, that this was a logical sequence for which we should 
have been prepared, and against which the rebels had not the 
shadow of a right to complain. The recruiting of negro regi- 
ments was also a bugbear to many people, though not a single 
valid argument can be brpught against it. Disloyal sheets 
fulminated the fallacious argumenta of the schools, ad popiduniy 
ad verectmdiam, and the like," and the swords of certaui gener- 
als relaxed in their grasp ; they halted on the negro question. 
Grant, rio poUtician, but a straightforward, manly soldier, was 
instant and earnest in his obedience. "It is expected,** he 
wrote in orders, " that all commanders wiU especially exert 
themselves in carrying out the poUcy of the Administration, 
not only in organizing colored troops, and rendering them 
efficient, but also in removing prejudice against them." As 
the servant of a great republic, he left to the departments 
of Government their specific duties, while he performed his 
own. • ^ , 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

THE NEW K07EMENT TOWABBS VIGESBUBG. 

Romss FBopooD.— W1L&ZAJC8* oijrAL.— Wht it vaiub).— BCiLLiKnr*8 BnsD.— Lxxa 
PBoviDMrOT.— Thb Yazoo Pa88.— Stbblb's Bayou.— Pobteb's ksebot.—Taf- 

OLSD COUSTBY. — WhAT NEXT? — ^To NbW CaRTHAOB, A2TO BEYOND. — TaBSTBI^ 
THB BATTBBIE8. — FIB8T BOATS. — ShBBTS OF FIBS.— SbOOKD LOT. — HaBD TdCBS.— 

AcBoas TO BsuniBBUBe.— Battlb of Post 6ib80K.— EmocY moxraaa, 

SruKa by the f ailxLre of his plans, and sptmred onward bj 
an irrepressible spirit and unyielding will, Grant now deter- 
mined to take Yicksbnrg at every hazard, and at any cost. 
In the pemsal of the following history, it is curious to see his 
diffictdties, his expedients; how, like a lime-hound on its 
track, he essayed many approaches, until at last he found the 
true one, or rather, burst through barriers of fire to reach it 

His plan was to move upon Yicksbttrg from the interior ; but 
how to get a base by which he might do so was the question. 
The principal routes proposed, and, to a certain extent, prose- 
cuted, were the following : first, Williams' canal, or cut-off; 
second, the route from MiUiken's Bend ; third. Lake Provi- 
dance; fourth, the Yazoo Pass; and fifihy Steele's Bayou. 
Let us consider these in their order. 



WILLUMS CANAL. 

This cut-off had been located across the peninsula, at right 
angles, about six miles below Yicksburg. It was about one 
mile across ; and, if it could be made effective, it wojild isolate 
Vicksburg, and make a channel for transporting troops and 
supplies to the new base south of the city, without expasuro 
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to the batteries of the city. It has ahreadj been stated that 
the location was faulty, beginning in an eddy above, and de- 
bouching opposite the Big bayou and race-course, exposed^to 
an enfilading fire from the lower batteries. 

Immediately after the aflfair of Arkansas Post, McClemand 
had been ordered down to Young's Point, and McArthur's 
division was there on the 20th of January ; and that was the 
destination of the entire Army of the Tennessee, less the gar- 
risons of the towns in rear and Logan's division. A very 
large naval force, under Admiral Porter, had also rendez- 
voused there. On the 2d of February, Grant came down to 
Young's Point in person, and superintended the work on the 
canal. It was prosecuted with great vigor. The camps of the 
army were on the west side, and the earth was thrown up on 
that side, to form a sort of levee for their protection. The 
river was rising rapidly; but, while it promised a speedy 
opening, it also threatened danger to the embankments. In- 
deed it was with difficulty that the fast gathering waters could 
be kept out of the canal and the camps. It was now the 8th 
of March, and, between hope sgid fear, the former predomi- 
nating, they were toiling on, when suddenly the great river 
asserted its strength ; the mouth of the cut-oflf gave way with 
a grand burst; the waters swept through and swept over, 
carrying away implements and dykes, and flooding the camps, 
to the extreme discomfort and great danger of the men. The 
soldiers, seizing their tents and equipments, rushed for the 
levee : all that part of the peninsula south of the railroad was 
under water. The first step in the new plan was a failure, and 
the rebels laughed loud and long at our discomfiture. 

Grant was not for a moment disturbed; he had not de- 
pended solely upon this : he had other projects for untying 
the Gordian knot, and was ready ia default of all these to cut 
it with his sword. His army was large, and, in spite of ma- 
liguant reports, healthy and in good spirits. 
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milliken's bend. 

The engineers had reported to him a practicable route 
through the baydus which run from near Milliken's Bend, on 
the north, and New Carthage, on the south, through Rounda- 
bout bayou into the Tensas River. This also was tried: 
dredge-boats were sent forward to clear a passage, and a small 
steamer, with a few barges, was passing through, when the 
sudden faU of the riyer, commencing about the middle of 
April, put an end to this scheme. 

LAKE PROVIDENCE, ^ 

While still at work on Williams' cut-off, and as an alterna- 
tive or an additional route, Lake Providence had engaged 
Grant's attention, and he had put a large force to work upon 
it. This lake, situated seventy-five miles from Vicksburg, and 
just south of the Arkansas State line, is only one mile west of 
the Mississippi : through this short strip a canal was cut. The 
h^e is six miles long, and is connected by Bayou Baxter with 
Bayou Macon, a water-channel which opens into the Tensas, 
and by the Washita and Red rivers into the Mississippi. The 
route was long and difiSicult, and the most that could be hoped 
from it was a means of communication with Banks at Port 
Hudson. This project served to employ the troops, but it 
was soon abandoned. 

THE YAZOO PASS. 

This route promised more than the others, and was mos 
vigorously attempted. Yazoo Pass, eight miles below Helena, 
ifl a narrow, tortuous channel, running eastward from tlie 
Mississippi into Moon Lake, whence it again issues eastward, 
with a very snake-like course, until it empties into the Cold- 
water River, which, at some distance below, empties into, the 
Tallahatchie. It was known that on both the Coldwater and 
Tallahatchie rivers the rebels were building ^^unboats and 
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other craft. At high-water, the Tallahatchie is nayigable to 
Wyatt, far above the mouth of the Coldwater. Grant's plan 
was to get into the Coldwater with his light-draught boats, and 
•destroy these vessels i and, finding the route more practicable 
than had been anticipated, he hoped the gunboats would then 
run down into the Yazoo, and co-operate with a land force in 
a iiew assault on Haines' Bluff. His plan was defeated by 
<< the magnificent distances,'* and the difficulties of the route. 
Two heavy gunboats, one ram, six light-draught gunboats, and 
eighteen transports were made ready ; and McPherson, with 
the Seventeenth Corps, and two divisions, one from the Thir- 
teenth and one from the Fifteenth, was in readiness to em- 
bark, when the number of transports was found to be inade- 
quate. Only one division could be taken ; and while we were 
moving painfully and slowly with these troops, the rebels, in- 
formed of our projects, were as busy as bees blocking the 
rivers below, the principal fortifications being just above 
Greenwood, where the Tallahatchie and the Yalabusha unite 
to form the Yazoo. 

One division of McClemand's Corps (Thirteenth), with the 
Twelfth and Seventeenth regiments Missouri volunteers from 
Sherman, as sharp-shooters, formed the advance of the expe- 
dition, under General Boss. With great labor, and after tho 
partial disabling of many of the boats, they succeeded in 
I reaching the Coldwater on the 2d of March. From that point 
to Fort Pemberton the navigation was much easier, and not 
much opposed by the enemy. But the fort itself was well 
posted for defence. Within the angle of junction of the 
rivers, it was protected by them ; and in its front, which ex- 
tended entirely across, from river to river, the overflowed 
grounds formed a serious obstacle to attack by a land force. 
This being at once manifest, the gunboats were directed to 
endeavor to silence the guns ; but, after a grand effort, they 
were unable to do so. When Quimby, with one division of 
McPherson's corps, came up to re-enforce Boss, on the 21st of 
March, and, as senior, to assume command, he found our 
troops on their return, near Fort Pemberton ; and, by order, 
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withdrew the whole force, arriving at Milliken's Bend on the 
23d of March. 

STEELE'S BAYOU. 



Nothing could exceed the energy of Porter and his fleet at 
. tliis juncture ; and no event of the campaign more strikingly 
illustrates this than the reconnoissance from the Yazoo be- 
low, through Steele's Bayou. Without the aid of a diagram, 
it is almost impossible to describe its tortuous course. The 
boats were to proce^ up the Yazoo seven miles, to Cypress 
bayou, — a short opening into Steele's Bayou, — ^which, after a 
course of thirty miles, connects, by a short canal called the 
little Black Fork, Vith Deer Creek. After navigating that 
stream for eighteen miles, there is a coimection by the Boil- 
ing Fork with the Sunflower River, ten miles distant. This 
latter stream, after a flow of forty-one miles, empties into the 
Yazoo, not far above Haines' Bluff, and sixty miles from its 
mouth. This was a difficult, roundabout, but promising route, 
navigable throughout for the iron-clads ; and it would flank 
Greenwood, threaten the rear of those who were there hold- 
ing our troops and boats at a " dead-lock," and turn the flank 
of the rebel defences at Haines' Bluff. General Grant ac- 
companied Porter on a part of this reconnoissance, and was a 
witness to its immense difficulties. The country was a wild 
and tangled thicket; the navigation was impeded by over- 
hanging and interlacing trees, often wedging in the advance 
boats, and jamming those in rear; smoke-stacks and upper 
geaif were swept away. Dark nights, realizing the " palpable 
obscure," added to the "danger and difficulty, and would have 
discouraged less unconquerable hearts than those of our gal- 
lant navy, whose spirits seemed to rise as the obstacles accu- 
mulated and increased. General Grant hastened back to 
Young's Point, to send up a pioneer force, and one division of 
Sherman's corps, across from Eagle Bend, to clear the way. 
But the difficulty before encotmtered was here again met. 
While our forces were making slow but sure^rogress, the 
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rebels got wind of the movement, and were making ready for 
us, after the difficult navigation should have been completed. 
It was, therefore, thought best to abandon the route ; and this 
was done, when we were but a few hundred yards distajit 
from the Yazoo. A quintette of failures ; what next ? 

TO NEW CABTHAGE, AND BEYOND. 

Grant now determined, to occupy New Carthage, which 
could be reached by land, even at the present stage of the 
river, and thus secure a point which should protect the main 
line of his communication by water. On the 29th of March, 
McClemand was pushed forward, with the Thirteenth Corps, 
for this purpose, to be followed by the Rfteenth and Seven- 
teenth, as soon as they could get proper supplies. All went 
well until, upon the ajrival of McClemand's advance at 
Smith's plantation, only two miles from New Carthage, it was 
found that the levee of Bayou Yidal had broken away, and 
that New Carthage was, for the time at least, an island. 
Surely the Mississippi, with its interlacing, circumjacent wa- 
ters, was a rebel sympathizer. 

The first effort of Grant, in view of this new obstacle, was 
to improvise boats to transport the troops across ; but this 
was slow work, and so another route was projected : this was 
by a detour around Bayou Yidal, twelve miles further, making 
the distance traversed from MiUiken's Bend thirty-five miles. 
The roads were horrible, and besides the passage of the* 
troops over these, ordnance stores and suppUes must be 
taken. The task was herculean, but the will of Grant pro- 
vided a way. 

PASkiNG THE BATTERIES. 

And now we reach one of the most remarkable and brilliant 
features of the campaign — the running of the Vicksburg bat- 
teries by the fleet, with transports and barges — the inaugura- 
tion of the great siege. The army, as we have seen, could be 
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marclied down the west bsmk ; but the question was, how to 
get the transports below for the crossing of the troops, and 
the gunboats<to protect the landings. 

On the 16th of April, Porter was ready to make the attempt, 
which was to be entirely successful. With eight gunboats, all 
of which but one were iron-clad, and further protected by hay 
and cotton, he took three transports — ^the Forest Queen, 
fienry Clay, and Silver Wave — laden with supplies for the 
army, and their machinery protected by bales of cotton and 
hay. The gunboats were to move past in single file, engaging 
the enemy's batteries, if discovered, with their broadside^uns ; 
while the transports, on the starboard, should try to slip 
through, under cover of the smoke. It was between ten and 
eleven o'clock that night as they came around the bend, the 
Benton, Captain Greer, leading. The embattled city slept in 
silence, apparently ignorant of the approach of the bold 
armament, which was to throw its boasted invincibility to the • 
winds ; but, while it began to be behoved on the fleet that the 
enemy were, for some ulterior purpose, allowing us to pass xm- 
molested, two sharp and bnlliant lines of fire gave the signal, 
and, in the words of a spectator, '' in an instant the whole 
length of the bluffs was ablaze with fire." Not quite unscathed 
by all these grand pyrotechnics, the fleet ran the gaimtlet, 
pouring in their broadsides upon the city, from twenty-five 
heavy guns, charged with grape and shrapnel. In an hour 
and a quarter the batteries were passed. The Forest Queen 
was disabled by a shot through her drum, but was towed 
below, and soon repaired. The ill-fated Henry Clay* was the 
sole victim of the achievement. Her cotton was set on fire, 
her men demoralized, and she was abandoned, a blazing 
wreck, drifting down the river. 

The batteries at Warrenton, below, were so intimidated by 
Porter's fire, that they scarcely responded. Here was a 
decided smile of Fortune : the fickle goddess was evidently be- 



* A passenger steamer of this xiame was bnmt on tbe Hadson, in 1852, with 
great Um» of life. • r^ 1 
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coming propitious. Snch brilliant success prompted another 
immediate attempt. Grant ordered six more transports to be 
made ready — ^the Tigress, Anglo-Saxon, Cheeseman, Empire 
City, Horizonia, and Moderator, and in tow of these were 
twelve barges, laden with forage. These were run by on the 
night of April 22. The Tigress was smik by the enemy's shot. 
In all, five of the boats were damaged, but soon repaired ; and 
one-haK the forage on the barges was safely landed. War, 
even when successful, is an expensive game : this was con- 
sidered quite a satisfactory result. In both these expeditions, 
the transports were manned by eager volunteers, who re- 
sponded in great numbers to every call made for them. And 
in this connection, General Grant refers to the fact, that will- 
ing adepts, in all mechanical arts, could be found in his army, 
whenever wanted. 

Let us now return^ to the movement of the army. The 
' number of transports for a journey down the river being still 
inadequate. Grant determined to move his army, by a cir- 
cuitous route, to Hard Times, on the Louisiana shore, just 
above Grand Gulf. This would make the distance travelled 
by the troops seventy miles from MiUiken's Bend. At 
this time, only the Thirteenth Corps, under McClemand, 
had reached that point, followed by MoPhetson with the 
Seventeenth. 

The next step to be taken was to cross the Thirteenth Corps 
over the river in transports and barges. Then, when the navy 
should silence the batteries of Grand Gulf, McClemand was 
to storm them. It is well that circumstances changed this 
programme. Grand Gulf is an exceedingly strong post, on 
the high bluflf of the Mississippi, just south of the entrance of 
the Big Black Eiver. Its batteries, sweeping the river, were 
arranged in tiers ; and the range of hiUs was hned with rifle- 
pits, protected by field-guns. 

At eight o'clock on the morning of April 29, the fleet moved 
to the attack, while a large portion of the Thirteenth Corps 
were held in readiness to land. General Grant, on a tug in 
the stream, watched the action, and was greatly impressed 
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with the extreme gallantry of the navy. They brought their 
ressels within pistol-shot of the batteries ; and, for five hours 
and thirty minutes, they rained shot and shell upon them, 
receiving in return a hail-storm of iron and steeL The lower 
batteries were silenced, but the upper ones were too high for 
the guns on the boats ; and at the end of the action, it was 
developed that they were entirely too strong to be taken by a 
oowp de main of the land forces. 

THE ADVANCE BY BBXHNSBUBG. 

Once more upon the road! Grant had learned that 
from Bruinsburg, on the east bank, a few miles below, there 
was a good road to Port Gibson ; and if he could reach thai 
point. Grand Gulf must be evacuated. His plan, long hidden 
in his own counsels, was now manifest io the world ; and the 
world declared it audacious in the extreme. The authorities 
at Washington doubted its feasibihty: the rebels felt sure 
that he was placing himself between two fires. Some of his 
best officers, it is said, protested against it. Grant was true 
to his own convictions. The force which had been held in 
readiness to attack Grand Gtilf, had the navy silenced its bat- 
teries, was disembarked at Hard Times, and marched down 
the river to a point below Grand Gulf, opposite Bruinsbigrg ; 
while the navy and the transpcwrts ran the batteries and joined 
them. 

On the 30th of April, from early morning, transports, barges, 
and gunboats were all in requisition, ferrying McClemand 
across to Bruinsburg. His corps then started at once, with 
three days' rations in haversack, so as to reach the highlands, 
and form line without resistance. The Seventeenth was fol- 
lowing as rapidly as possible. General Grant also crossed in 
person on the same day. The enemy should have resisted the 
advance fighting in retreat; but they did not. They were 
first met, eight miles from Bruinsburg, on the night of the 
30th of April, and driven back a considerable distance be- 
fore the fighting was discontinued. With the early morning 
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of May Ist, they were met in force, under Major-Oeneral 
BoweD, about four miles from Port Gibson, and thirteen from 
Bruinsburg. They were strongly posted, where two roads 
meet, — ^both, however, leading by detour to the right and left, 
to Port Gibson — ^the brigades of Green and Tracey (one 
thousand and one thousand five hundred strong respectively) 
.holding their front line. Bowen at once sent for re-enforce- 
ments, which reached him during the battle. To defeat this 
rebel force, on both roads, was now the matter in hand. 



THE BATTLE OF FOBT GIBSON. 

The roads upon which the rebels were posted were upon 
ridges, and there were ravines and very broken country on the 
sides. It was a position in which a small force could success- 
fully resist a large one. McClemand divided his force, sending 
the division pf Osterhaus to attack on the left ; while on the 
right were those of Hovey, Garr, and Smith. As the action 
became serious. General Grant appeared upon the ground, 
directing and superintending the movements. The rebel 
general was aware how much depended xtjpon a stubborn 
resistance ; while Grant was well aware that to defeat iiim at 
this point would force the immediate evacuation of ^Grand 
Gulf, and lay open the rear of Vicksburg. On our right, the 
enemy was steadily pushed back all the day ; but Osterhaus, 
on the left, experienced such a spirited resistance, that he was 
obliged to wait for re-enforcements. Logan's division, of 
McPherson's corps, and a portion of the Ninth Division, had 
now come up ; and Grant sent one brigade to McClemand, 
who had also been calling for re-enforcements, and one to 
Osterhaus. The result was not long doubtful. Charging with 
the bayonet, and working their way through the young cane, 
Osterhaus and his re-enforcement§ drove the rebels from their 
strongest position, while our artillery played upon their disas- 
trous retreat. The rebel losses in front of our left were, one 
, hundred and fifty killed, three hundred wounded, and six hun« 
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dred prisoners. Night put an end to the combat; and our 
troops bivouacked in the bright moonlight, while the rebels, 
thoroughly beaten, fled across the Bayou Pierre, destroying 
the bridges in their flight towards Gvand Qulf. These were 
speedily rebuilt. On the morrow, a new floating-bridge was 
erected by McPherson, and the enemy pursued on the road 
to Hankdnson's Ferry, across the Big Black. 
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OHAPTEB Xm. 

yicesbubg: the battles, assaults, and siege. 

FoitTUirS 8HILB8.— DkTKNOXS OF VlOKSBUBQ. — GbAND GuLT OTTSS. — ShKRMAN^B FEINT 

ov Haxkxs^ Bluff. — Gbant^s grand taotxos. — Battlb of Ratmovd. — Bait lb 
OF Jackson. — Johnston dbiven otrr. — Whbrb is Pexbebton f— At Cbampiozt's 
Hill.— Battle thbrb. — Ememt dbxobaljzed. — ^Battlb of thb Bio Blaob. — 
Inybstbent. — Flbbt co-operates.— Two assaults.- Both fail. 

• 

At lengthy Fortune, so long a fickle goddess, had smiled 
upon Grant. Behold* him now fairly established on the east 
bank, and "with Uttle to impede his progress to the "high 
plateau in rear of Yicksburg," which had been his ardent 
dream ever since the siege of Corinth. It is now time to take 
a brief survey of that famous citadel. Vicksburg, the " city 
of a htmdred hills," the "heroic city," was ranked by the 
rebels as the most important point next to Bichmond in the 
entire theatre of war. In peaceful times it was noted as an 
important depot of the cotton-trade, one of the principal 
thrones of that monarch which, like the Jupiter of classic 
mythology, was but to 

" Sliake his ambrosial curls, and give the nod — 
The stamp of Fate, the sanction of a god'' — 

the great Bepublic was to totter and fall, and even King Can- 
non was to cower in impotent silence. 

In time of war, Yicksburg was less ironically potentiaL 
Perhaps there is no stronger position on the Mississippi. 
This has been already indicated in the record of the earlier 
movements. Situated on one side of a very sha«p bend or 
bow in the river, on a high line of bluflfe, extending for fifteen 
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miles from Haines' Bluff, touching the Yazoo on tha north, to 
a point below Warrenton on the south. Its northern river 
defences are rendered most formidable by the vast triangle, 
the sides of which are the Mississippi, ihe Yazoo, and the 
bluffs, which is Med with interlacing bayous, and streams 
and swamps. This impracticable northern terrein is swept by 
the fire of the whole line — ^Haines' Bluff, Drumgool's Bliiff, 
and Wahiut Hills — and there is a concentrated fire upon the 
sharp apex of the bend. It is no abuse of language to say, 
that on the river-front it is impregnable. Immediately after 
New Orleans fell, it might have been taken, as we learn from 
an intercepted letter from one of Jefferson Davis's family. 
But that matters little : it was not. 

Ob the land-side, it was scarcely less formidable at the time 
of Grant's approach. Bay6u Pierre, with its steep banks, 
formed an outer line ; then came the Big Black, with its tribu- 
taries, Big Sandy, Five-mile, Fourteen-mile, ^ and Baker's 
creeks, — a network of exterior defences of great value to a 
skilful commander. And when the city was descried, the sur- 
rounding ridges were crowned with fortifications ; — redoubts, 
bastioned forts ; the main fort at the railroad entrance ; lu- 
nettes, redans, on aU the prominent points ; detached batteries 
almost without number, and lines of well-constructed rifle- 
pits connecting all the parts. The profiles of the rebel forts 
and batteries were the strongest used in field-works, and of 
greater dimensions than those by which we approached them. 
It seemed that nothing but overpowering numbers, secure 
from aU danger of a succoring army» regular approaches, and 
starvation could reduce this most real of the many rebel 
Gibraltars. And yet this was the work Grant had appointed 
for himself and his army. Having found the river impracti- 
cable, he would cross aU the inland lines, and reduce it. 
Surely, if he should succeed, he would become immortal !* 

* " One of the most extraordinary and andadons games that the enemy had 
jet attempted in this war. ... In daring, in celerity of movement, and in 
the vigor and dedsioh of its steps, it was the most remarkable of the war." — 
PoOard, Third Tear, pp. 48, 4i. n ] 
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To defend this important point was the unenviable task of 
Lieutenant-Genertd John C. Pemberton, -who was now, with a 
force of thirty odd thousand men, about to be rapidly driven 
into his inner works, only to leave them as a paroled prisoner. 
It has since been charged against him that he did not lay in 
proper supplies to stand a siege ; and it would appear that for 
some time he was entirely deceived as to Grant's movements, 
believing that he was going to re-enforce Bosecrans, and even 
asking by telegraph whether he should not himself send troops 
to TuUahoma. But time, which makes all things even, will 
show that Pemberton, who has been made the scapegoat for 
the sins of many, did better than his advisers ai^d maligners 
would have done. If Pemberton was lulled into fatal security, 
it was the fault of the Confederate Department of War ; and 
that he was not succored by a large army betokens ignorance 
and impotence, for which he certainly was not responsible. 

So, a strong foothold having been now gained, and Grand 
Gulf evacuated by the enemy. Grant made this point tempo- 
rarily a new base, abandoning Bruinsburg. He went himself, 
with a small escort of cavalry, to Grand Gulf, to direct matters, 
and he was amazed at the great natural strength of the posi- 
tion ; but it was designed to resist a river attack, and had but 
weak defences on the land side. It had been greatly damaged 
by the fire of our fleet, but the rebels, m their hasty evacua- 
tion, had left behind them thirteen heavy guns. 

shebman's feint on. hajnes' bluff. 

When Grant was^ about to make his landing at Bruinsburg, 
he had directed Sherman to make a demonstration on Haines' 
Bluff, for the sole purpose of diverting the enemy's attention, 
and keeping a considerable number of men in his front to 
repulse his assault. Sherman's orders were received on the 
28th of April, and the false attack was to be made simultane- 
ously with the proposed attack of Grant on Grand Gulf. 
Sherman says :* " Knowing fuU well the army could distin- 
* ' ' ■ t 

* Sherman's Speech, Maj 24, 1865. 
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guiAh a feint from a real attack by sacceeding events, and as- 
sured the country would, in due season, recover from the 
effect, I made the necessary orders, and embarked." 

Proceeding up the Yazoo, on the evening of the 29th, he 
was at the mouth of the Chickasaw^ and the next morning the 
naval force opened upon the bluffs. Towards evening of the 
30th, he disembarked one division in full view of the enemy, 
as if to prepaf e to assault, although he knew that there was 
no road across the submerged field, between the river and the 
bluffl The feint was eminently successful. The gunboats 
.again opened with spirit. The enemy were seen moving 
troops and artillery back and fourth, evidently expecting a real 
attack. Similar demonstrations, with reconnoissances on both 
sides of the Yazoo, were made the next day; and on that 
evening (May 1), rapidly embarking, he dropped down to 
Young's Point. '' The next day his troops were put in motion 
for Milliken's Bend, and thence to Hard Times, which he 
reached on the 6th of May. 

Th6 main portion of Grant's army having now reached 
Hankinson's Ferry, across the Big Black, he made a short 
halt for rest, concentration, and supplies ; and for a moment 
the question was presented to his mind whether he should 
join Banks, reduce Port Hudson, and then march upon Vicks- 
bufg with a force increased by twelve thousand men. But it 
was not a question long: this would take time, and hours 
were worth more than men. Rumors were heard in every 
quarter that the South was rising to save Vicksburg, and that 
Beauregard, their " Little Napoleon," was coming to make 
head against Grant. The rebel governor of Mississippi, John 
J*. Pettus, under date of May 5, had issued an inflammatory 
proclamation to the people, calling every man to arms. In 
any event, twelve thousand additional men, a month later, 
would be fewer in reality than his present force at the present 
time ; and so he wisely decided to push forward, and take 
Vicksburg. 

Sherman's corps was now up, having reached him on the 
8th of May, and wai^ at once marched forward to Big Sandy. 
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Grant's design was now to secure his rear by a rapid marcli 
on Jackson, the destruction of its public property, whicli 
could aid the enemy, and the raihroad ; and then suddenly 
marching West, to come upon the devoted city. To deceive 
thq enemy, he moved up the Big Black, by both banks, 
threatening a direct attack, by way of Hall's and Baldwin's 
ferries, and he even sent an expedition to within six miles of 
Warrenton. McPherson was moved to Bocky Springs, on the 
Hall's Ferry road, and McClemand to Willow Springs. We 
held the ferries. Sherman was on the right, on both roads. 
By thus hugging the river, Grant completely. deceived the 
enemy as to his real intentions, which were to push McCler- 
nand and Sherman forward to the railroad between Edward's 
Station and Bolton, while McPherson should move rapidly 
upon Baymond and Jackson. It was on the 11th of May 
that he telegraphed to Washington that he should communi- 
cate with Grand Gulf no more. 

Nothing in the history of the war is more admirable than 
the grand tactics which now ensued. The general plan was 
carried out ; the details were decided by the movements of 
the enemy, and the new circumstances arising. McClemand 
W81S moved up to Fourteen-mile Creek, nearest the river, 
having sent one division to Baldwin, still to deceive and 
frighten the enemy. Sherman, who was at Auburn, on the 
11th, marched up to the bridge, across that stream, on the 
Edward's Station road, on the 12th, and after spirited skir- 
mishing, and the improvising of a crossing, in lieu of the 
bridge, which the enemy had burned, they crossed and en- 
camped. Grant was with Shennan at this point, seven miles 
west of Baymond, and there heard of the success of McPher- 
son at Baymond. 

THE BATTLR OF BATMOND. 

General McPherson, in pursuance of orders, had marched 
directly upon Baymond, and was met, two miled south of the 
town, on Fondreu's Creek, by Gregg's rebel brigade, soon 
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re*enforced by that of W. H. T. Walker, Logan's diTision 
came up to these troops at tea o'clock on the 12th of May. 
The rebel infantry were concealed by the woods bordering the 
creek, and their artillery^ posted on an eminence, swept j;he 
field across which onr troops must move. The fighting was 
severe, falling mainly to the share of Logan's first and second 
brigades ; but in. two hours and a half it was ended, by the 
retreat of the enemy, after we had sustained a loss of sixty- 
nine killed, three hundred and forty-one wounded, and thirty- 
two missing. 

When Grant received notice of the victory at Baymond, 
Sherman was at once set in motion to join McPherson, and 
move with him upon Jackson, to which point the enemy had 
retreated. He must be beaten there, and his stores destroyed 
without delay, for intelligence has now arrived that General 
Joseph Johnston is coming- with a large force to the aid ol 
Pemberton, and to place Grant between two fires. 

The rebel situation is now critical, in spite of such fallacious 
promises. Pemberton, who should have fought with his 
entire force at Port Gibson, and who should not have fought 
at Baymond, had formed an intention of fighting the great 
battle at Edward's Station. But on the night of the 13th, 
when our troops reached Clinton, on the raibroad, Johnston, 
who had now reached Jackson, dispatched a courier to urge 
Pemberton to attack our forces, beat the detachment, and re- 
establish the communications. More easily said than done. 
Pemberton moved out irresolutely, struck but a weak blow at 
Champion's Hill, and so demoralized his troops, that they 
made but a show of resistance at the crossing of the Big 
Black. 

But we are anticipating. On the 13th, Mctherson struck 
the railroad at Clinton, destroyiug the track, and capturing 
important dispatches from Pemberton to Gregg. He then 
moved upon Jackson. Sherman also moved to Jackson, by 
the parallel road from Baymond through Mississippi Springs. 
McClemand was held, as a general reserve, near Baymond. 

The movements of Sherman and McPherson were so timed 
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as that they should attack the enemy together. On the 
morning of the 14th, they came np to Tvithin three miles of 
Jackson, the rain pouring in torrents,, and the roads miry and 
slippery. By noon, however, it had cleared, but not before 
our troops were engaged. Before describing the battle, let us 
observe for a moment, the great care, and yet great prompti- 
tude, with which the army was manoeuvred. When McPher- 
son and Sherman were coming into line at Jacksonj McCler- 
nand was moved up to Clinton with one of his divisions ; 
another was at Mississippi Springs ; a third was at Baymond ; 
a fourth, with Blair's divisfion of Sherman's corps, was near 
New Auburn, with the wagon-train; while McArthur, with 
one brigade of his division of General McPherson's corps was 
moving up to Raymond, on the TJtica road. These were aU 
within supporting distance, and ready for any demonstration 
of the enemy. 

THE BATTLE OF JACKSON. 

General Johnston was in command at Jackson, and must be 
beaten, and driven away before we could invest Vicksburg. 
Upon the approach of Sherman and McPherson, he came 
outside the city limits, with a large force, to resist McPher- 
son, who occupied our left, only confronting Sherman with a 
small number of infantry and artillery, on our right. The 
ground over which the troops were to move was swept by the 
fire of the rebel guns, which they opened as soon as we came 
in sight. But their batteries on our right were soon silenced 
by the fire of Sherman's guns, and a charge of Mower's 
brigade of Tuttle's division drove them to their rifle-pits just 
outside the city. Ignorant of the force in his front, it oc- 
curred to Sherman to send a reconnoissance, to find the left 
flank of the enemy and feel its strength. This was effected by 
Captain Pitzmann, engineer, with the Ninety-fifth Ohio ; and 
while he was making this detour, Steele's division was closed 
up. Pitzmann reported the flank weak and exposed, and 
Sherman at once moved Steele to the right, over the same 
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ground, wlule Tattle was piished^|m^^A»{|(^m road. 
The enemy did not wait long for onratftn^ml^diaght safety 
in a northward flight, retreating towards Canton. MoPher- 
son had tboronghlj beaten him on his front, and he thought 
himself happy in escaping capture. We pnrsaed him nntil 
nightfalL 

Grant, accompanied by his son, a lad of thirteen, met Sher- 
man and McPherson at the hotel near the State House, in 
Jackson, for congratulations, council, and new action. John- 
ston, indeed, was driven away, but he had urgently ordered 
Pemberton to come out, and " re-establish the communica- 
tions;" and this. Grant had just learned, Pemberton was 
endeavoring to do. But he was too late, and all that Grant 
had to do, thanks to his rapid and skilful combinations, was 
to face to the rear, march on the dirt-roads to Edward's 
Station, and do to Pemberton even as he had done to Joseph 
Johnston. Sherman was left to destroy the arsenals, public 
works, factories, bridges, etc., very properly including an 
extensive cotton factory which had been engaged in making 
clothing for the Confederate army. The convicts, who had 
been released by their own authorities, fired the penitentiary ; 
and, shameful to relate, there wa& considerable pillage by 
some of our soldiers, who, having found some bad rum, could 
not be restrained by their officers. 

McPherson was moved out on the Clinton road, and on the 
15th was a mile and a half from Bolton, within supporting 
distance of Hovey's division of McClemand's corps; while 
Mcdemand, with the remaining divisions, was ordered to 
Edward's Station, but was not to bring on a general engage- 
ment, unless he was sure of success. Blair was with him, and 
Sherman was soon to follow from Jac'kson. 

Every thing now was oli the tiptoe of expectancy. Where 
was Pemberton ? at what point would he throw Grant off his 
track, and open the communications ? 

At five o'clock on the morning of the 16th, two railroad 
employees who had passed through Pemberton's army the 
evening before, were brought to Grant's headquarters, and 
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inforoQied him ihat iba ememy had maix^hed out from Ylcb* 
burg, and iras ooDoing to meet hixa with a foree of twenty-five 
thoosand meai. It was Johnatom's desire that he should raoTs 
upon Clinton, but Pemberton determined to try and cut off 
Grant's supplies: but it was too late to do either. This was not 
unexpected news, but it made definite what was before vague. 
Qraitt should need German, at least in support, sooner than 
he had thou^^L Without delay, at half-past five, he sent a 
dispatch to Sherman, to come up at once. Sherman received 
it at ten minutes past seven, and at eight his advance was in 
motion for Bolton. Mower's brigade was left behind to 
parole the prisoners taken, and Jackson was at once evacu- 
ated, to be cautiously reoccupied by Johnston, and* again 
taken, after great events should have transpired, by Sherman. 

Blair's division of the Fifteenth Corps moved towards 
Edward's Station; and Osterhaus was directed to move 
pari passu with Blair ; M cPherson was ordered up to join 
McClemand. In order to guard against all mistakes, General 
Grant sent Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, of his staff, to explain 
the situation to MoClemand, and to urge him to come up 
promptly. 

These preliminaries and precautions having been arranged. 
Grant went in person to the front, and reached Bolton, on 
tho railroad, the terminus of a short railroad line from Bay- 
mond. There he found McPherson, with the pioneers, re- 
building the bridge across Bakeir'B Creek, which had been 
destroyed the night before by the cavalry of Osterhaus's 
divisicm. This delay in the crossing had blocked the road 
with wagons and trains, which impeded the advance of the 
army. Grant in person directed the trains to draw up on 
both sides of the road, and McPherson's troops passed through 
and forward. 

THE BATTLE OF CHAHPION's HILLS, OB BAEEB'S GBEEE. 

The position taken by the enemy lay across the road, on 
Sie left of which rose a high hill, covered by a dense forest and 
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imdergrowth ; and on the right, the timber extended a short 
distance down the hill, which then opened into cnltiyated fields ; 
the slope being a gentle one on the right The first signal of 
the coming battle was received by Hovey's division, which had 
moved np the road and in the ravine, and occupied the centre. 
McClemand, with the divisions of Osterhoas, Carr, Smith, and 
Blair, was to come up on the left — ^McPherson on the right. 

To oppose this gathering force, the rebel army, coi^manded 
by Pemberton, was strongly posted, their batteries being 
placed in the bend of the creek. Major-General W. W. 
Loring (who, previous to the rebellion, held a citizen appoint- 
ment in our army, but who had seen service in the Mounted 
Rifles, and lost his arm in Mexico) commanjled their right ; 
Major-General John Bowen (a graduate of West Point, and 
an impetuous soldier), the centre ; and Brigadier-General 
Carter L. Stevenson (who had held a citizen appointment in 
the Fifth United States Infantry), the left. 

It was Grant's intention not to fight until he could hear 
definitely of McClemand's dispositions. Again he sent him an 
urgent message to push forward, before he would begin the 
battle ; but, when troops are brought in such close contact, it 
is not easy to postpone a conflict. It began, without McCler- 
nand, at eleven o'clock. Hovey's advance m the centre had 
developed the enemy's skirmish line, and when this was 
assailed, it was supported by the enemy's masses. A large 
force was massed upon our left and centre, which were weak. 
We were there re-enforced, first by one, and then by another, 
brigade of Crocker's division. 

• Li the mean time, Logan's divisioui of McPherson's corps, 
had vigorously attacked Stevenson, on the enemy's left, over- 
powered and driven him back, and threatened to pass to the 
rear and capture Pemberton's entire army, especially if the 
strong simultaneous attack could be made in front. But 
Hovey's men, out of ammunition, were found falling bapk, by 
McPherson's re-enforcements. 

The rebel attack on our centre and left had not been with- 
out success, but it had been more than counterbalanced by 
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Logan's successes on onr right. Still desiring to beat our 
left, in accordance with his original purpose, Pemberton 
ordered Loring to attack with Bowen, detaching, at the same 
time, two brigades of Bowen to re-enforce Stevenson. Loring 
refused to attack, and persisted in this refusal, when again 
urged to move to the aid of Stevenson. Stevenson, re-enforced 
by Bowen's brigades, fought welL But our fire was terrific } 
nearly all their artillery horses were killed ; and, at five p. M., 
Stevenson's force gave way in confusion. It was in vain that 
Pemberton rode upon the field, and told him that he had sent 
for Loring. But it was too late, even had he come. His 
troops were retiring in panic ; and he had left Kidley's, Cor- 
put's, and Johnston's batteries, and a section of Waddell's, on 
the field, to fall into our hands. The battle was over. Loring, 
like onfe demented, drew off his men by a large circuit around 
Jackson, and without artillery, and joined the troops of John- 
ston at Canton. Pemberton's army was entirely demoralized, 
as was plainly demonstrated in the next battle. Oeneral Tilgh- 
man, of Fort Henry fame, was killed in the retreat ; and pur- 
sued and. pursuers pushed on to the Big Black. McClemand 
came up just when the battle w^as over. Only one of the 
divisions with him — Osterhaus's — ^met with Any serious re- 
sistance, although the enemy had deployed so as to confront 
and delay them. The battle was fought by Jlovey, of his 
dorps, and Logan and Quinby, of McPherson's. 

Grant was on the field during the barttle, and directed the 
pursuit, for which the troops were thus disposed: Ca^, of 
McClemand's corps, on the left ; with which was McClemand 
in person : next came Osterhaus. Carr moved forward with 
all speed, passing McPherson's fatigued troops, to the Big 
Black, with orders to cross it if possible. 

Sherman, informed of the result, was deflected northward to 
cross at Bridgeport, taking with him the only ponton train for 
that purpose ; and Blair was ordered to join him. > 

Although routed at Baker's Creek, Pemberton was deter- 
mined to make one more effort, before shutting himself up in 
Vicksburg. It was, however, a very weak one. That night 
Grant received Halleck's dispatch of May 11, ordering him to 
return and co-operate with Banks : it was now impracticable. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE BIG BLACK. 

The pnrsoity stopped at nightfall, was resxiined with vigor 
on the morning of the 17th. McClemand was in advance. 
It was not, however, continued far, the enemy being discovered 
in force on both sides of the river. The opposite bank, which 
was steep, was crowned by their guns ; while in the flat, culti- 
vated bottom, on this side, by which our troops were ad- 
vancing, they had arranged admirable defences. About a 
mile from the river, a bayou and overflowed space formed a 
wet ditch in front of their position, which was protected by 
rifle-pits and field-guns. Behind these, in the natural de- 
fences thus formed, were posted the brigades of Green, ViUe- 
pigue, and CockreU. Besides the railroad-bridge, they had 
improvised one, just above it, from an old boat, placed at 
right angles across the stream. , 

The resolute stand and excellent defences of the rebels 
promised a vigorous resistance ; but, when Lawler's brigade, 
of Carr's division, which was on our right, after a rapid artil- 
lery fire, charged without orders to do so, the enemy fled in 
terror. Panic-stricken, they fired the bridge, before their 
troops were. across, and the garrison, with seventeen guns, 
fell into our hands. " All is lost," was the cry of those who 
succeeded in crossing. It was shameful in the extreme. 
Pemberton and his staff rode most gallaiitly over the field, 
threatening, "begging, and swearing ; but to no purpose. A 
soldier, at whom one of the staff presented his pistol, said, 
" Bigger guns than that, back there I" Staff authority was 
absolutely gone. 

A motley, terror-stricken crowd of fugitives, less like an 
army than like a flock of frightened sheep, poured into Vicks^ 
burg at ten .o'clock that night. The aroused citizens, trem* 
bling and " whispering with white lips ;" women and children, 
wailing, and flying through the streets, expecting our imm,e- 
diete arrival ; the rumbling of guns ; the tramp and oaths of 
the troops; the confused accounts of our terrible advance, 
form a picture which no pen can describe. The avenger 
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of blood was upon ihem, and Yioksbnrg was no city of refoge. 
Indeed, onr army might baye entered that night had not the 
bridges been destroyed. 

THE INVESTMENT. 

Sherman, who had been sent to Bridgeport^ crossed with 
the pontons on the morning of the 18th, and marched by the 
common rop.d, driving small parties of the enemy before him, 
to within three miles and a half of the cify. He then tamed 
to the right, to get possession of Wahiut Hills and the Yazoo 
Biver. McPherson and McClemand built floating-bridges : 
the former crossing above the road to Jackson, and following 
Sherman ; and the latter crossing below, and marching through 
Mount Albans, and thus extending the investing line to the 
south. 

Thus Victsburg was at first invested— Sherman occupying 
the right of the line, McPherson the centre, and McClemand 
the left. 

Pemberton had immediately reorganized his shattered 
columns, and posted them in the defences, — ^Major-General 
Martin L. Smith on the extreme left, confronting Sherman ; 
Major-General Forney in the centre ; and Brigadier-General 
Stevenson on the right. Bowen was held in reserve. 



THE ELEET GO-OFEBATES. 

On the 18th of May, Porter hearing the firing, which 
indicated the approach of our army, came over to the Yazoo, 
to be in readiness to co-operate ; and dispatched the De Kalb, 
Choctaw, Romeo, and Forest Rose — aU imder the command 
of Lieutenant-Commander Breese — to open communication 
with Grant and Sherman. This was handsomely effected in 
three hours. The De Kalb steamed up, and took possession 
of Haines* Bluff, which the enemy had begun to evacuate the 
day before. This was a great point gained. The mere works 
taken — the armament of fourteen rifled guns^hich|they left 
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behind — ^were nothing : it was that a new route of supplies 
had been opened ! Since leaving Grand Gulf, our troops had 
been " living upon the country ;" now they could get full sup- 
plies from Memphis : while the rebels, according to Pember- 
ton, had but sixty days' rations upon which to sustain the siege. 
€leneral Johnston bears another testimony to the value of 
this capture. On the 17th of May, he wrote to Pemberton 
" If Haines' Bluff be untenable, Vicksburg is of no value, and 
cannot be held. . . . If it is not too late, evacuate Vicks- 
burg and its dependencies, and march to the northeast." 



THE FIRST ASSAULT. 

As soon as Grant's troops had come into position, he de- 
termined to take advantage of the demoralized and disordered 
state of the rebel army, and assault .the works at once. His 
force was not sufficient to make a complete investment ; and 
he was not without concern lest Johnston, largely re-enforced 
from Bragg, should come to the succor of Pemberton. The 
assault was ordered for two o'clock on the afternoon of the 
19th, and was vigorously made by Sherman's corps, which 
was nearest the enemy's works. The other corps only suc- 
ceeded in getting good positions, nearer the works, but not 
BO much exposed to the fire. Sherman's men were moved to 
the assault at the time appointed ; Blair's division moving on 
both sides of the road; Tuttle's division in rear, covering 
and supporting the movement. The artillery was posted so 
as to have a cross-fire on the point where the road entered 
the enemy's intrenchments. The approach was very difficult, 
the ground broken, and cut up in deep chasms, filled with 
standing and fallen timber. The Thirteenth Eegulars, Eighty- 
third Indiana, and One Hundred and Twenty-seventh Illinois, 
crossed the ditch and gained the exterior slope, but were 
unable to enter, and under cover of the night, the attack not 
having proved successful, they were withdrawn. The men • 
Qeeded rest and rations ; they had had too much fighting and 
too little food. 
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THE SECOND ASSAULT. 

Impelled by the same, and additional urgent considerations. 
General Grant issued his orders on the 2lst for a grand 
assault along the whole line, at ten o'clock a. m. on the 22d« 
Johnston was at Canton, with the troops which had been 
diiven out of Jackson, largely re-enforced. Grant believed 
that by making this assault he would take Yicksburg at once, 
capture its garrison, drive Johnston away, and save great 
expenditures of men, money, and time. 

He informed Admiral Porter of his intentions, and re- 
quested him to engage the batteries on the river-front as a 
diversion. Porter kept six mortars firing during the night 
of the 21st, on the city, and engaged the batteries on the 
morning of the 22d, from haK-past nine to half-past eleven 
o'clock. 

The preparations for the attack were soon made. The corps 
commanders set their watches by that of General Grant, and 
at sharp ten, the storming columns were in motion. Grant 
stationed himself on a summit in McPherson's front, from 
which he could see the whole of McPherson's corps, with 
portions of Sherman's and McClemand's. With no space for 
details of the assault, we may say that it was most gallantly 
made at all points, and that the flags of each column were 
placed upon the exterior slopes of the works in their front. 

Sherman placed Blair's division in front, with Tuttle's in 
support ; while Steele was directed to make the attack half 
a mile to the right. A smaU number of volunteers carried 
poles and boards to cross the ditch; and the artillery was 
posted to concentrate its fire on the position. From the 
nature of the approaches, comparatively few men could be 
used, while the enemy could bring to bear a large force, and 
a terrible fire, imder which our men halted, wavered, and fled 
to cover. 

McClernand engaged in an impromptu and rapid corre- 
spondence -with General Grant on the field. The burden of it 
was, loud arid reiterated calls for re-enforcements and diver- 
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sionarf assaults. He declared that he had taken two forts, 
and needed assistance to hold them. Grant, whose position 
was such that he could see better than McClemand, doubting 
the accuracj of his report, first directed him to re-enforce 
himself from his reserve divisions ; but afterwards, upon his 
importunity, sent him Quinby's divisioii, and reluctantly 
ordered Sherman to make a new assault in his favor, which 
increased the mortality list at least fifty per cent., and gained 
us nothing. 

To epitomize the results of this correspondence, we may 
say that, on account of it, and a congratulatory order of 
McClemand's to his corps, which reflected upon Grant and his 
dispositions. Grant relieved McClemand from his "command 
and gave it to Major-General Ord. It was no time to con- 
sider personal feelings; the work must be done vigprously 
and cheerfully, without controversy, and in the spirit of a 
willing subordination. 

But to return to the assault : like the former one, it was* 
unsuccessful ; we had lost three thousand men. It had been 
necessary to make it, in order to develop the strength of the 
garrison, the nature of its defences, and the character of the 
operations which must now be made. It was evident that a 
regular siege must be undertaken, and to do this Grant must 
have re-enforcements. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



TIOEBBUBG BESIEGED. 



Bx-BinroBOBiaENTft. — Tbk complxtk nnrBcmuNT.— Thk oovDirioir ov VioKSBinia. — 
The riBOT mink.— Thk kxplobion. — Effects.— Wb gain a lodgment. — Th* 

CANNONADE. — ThE BBOOND MINE.— PkEPABATIONB FOK FINAL ASSAULT.— PeMBEB> 
T0ir*8 OBAMOE OF OPINIOK. — FUKTHXB DELA7 USELESS. — ^Is BEADY TO SUXXENDKB. 



Op the re-enforcements which reached Grant, Lanman's^ 
division, and four regiments from Memphis, with Smith's and 
Kimball's divisions of the Sixteenth Corps, came up, and 
were assigned to Major-General Washbume. On the 11th 
of June, the division of Major-General Herron arrived from 
the Department of the Missouri. On the 14th, two divisions 
of the Ninth Corps came up, under command of Major-Gen- 
eral Parke. 

Grant's army, re-enforced by these troops, was now thus 
disposed : Sherman occupied the extreme right with the Fif- 
teenth Corps, from the river around to the roads leading to 
the northeast bastion. Joining his left, McPherson, with the 
Seventeenth Corps, extended to the railroad from that point. 
Ord, with the Thirteenth, continued the investment towards 
the left; which was completed by the divisions of Lauman and 
Herron, thd latter lying across Stout's bayou, and abutting 
against the bluff at that point, separated by a belt of swamp 
and timber, not a mile wide, from the river. 

Parke's corps, and the divisions of Smith and Kimball, 
were sent to Itaines' Bluff, which had been fortified on the 
land side to resist any attempt of Johnston in that direction. 
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A force, tinder Major-General Sherman, consisting of one 
division of the Fifteenth and one of the Seventeenth Corps, 
was also held in readiness, with Lamnan's, to move upon 
Johnston as s#on as circumstances should prompt. 

The approaches were now conducted with great vigor ; and 
as Pemberton was in no condition to waste his ammunition, 
the trencnes were opened much nearer to the rebel works than 
is usuaL Thus our entire line was inclosing Vicksburg with 
trenches twelve miles in length. Along the entire front 
forts, batteries, and rifle-pits were erected ; and, by reason of 
the irregtdarities of the ground, winding covered ways were 
constrocted, through which our men could pass to and from 
the extreme works, concealed from the rebel sharp-shooters. 

The condition of Vicksburg was now pitiable in the extreme. 
As early as the 27th of May, a coupler from Pemberton to 
Johnston came voluntarily into our lines, and gave to Grant* 
the message he had been directed to deliver to Johnston. It 
was this : ^' I have fifteen thousand men in Yicksburg, and 
rations for thirty days — one meal, a day. ; Come to my aid 
with an army of thirty thousand men. If you cannot do this 
within ten days, you had better retreat. Ammunition is 
almost exhausted, especially percussion-caps." This gave 
token that Yicksburg must fall ; but Grant did not abate the 
vigor of the siege. 

Mines were constructed at several points, particularly in 
McPherson's front, the excavations being under guard, and 
the greatest secrecy being observed; so that, although our 
men knew of a general intention to blow up the enemy's works, 
few Isiew where and when this would be done. 

General Sherman, upon the receipt of information that 
General Johnston was again approaching the Big Black with 
a large force, set out, with the cominand abready mentioned, 
to drive him back, leaving Steele in temporary command of 
his division. Grant's order to General Parke, on the 27th of 
June, indicates the character .of the movement : ^ 

" OI37EBAL Parke — Sherman goes out from here with five brigades, aua 
Osterhaiis's diviirion subject to his orders besides. In udditlqii to this, another 
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division, fire thoasand Btiong, is notified to be in readineaB to move on notice. 
In addition to this, I can spare still another division, six thousand strong, if 
they should be required. We want to whip Johnston, at least fifteen miles of^ 
if possible. 

"U. S. GjUKT^Kt^or^GenfiraL" 

Sherman, however, returned without finding Johnston 
within the prescribed distance, but learnt that he was making 
desperate efforts to come up in time to relieve Vioksburg. 



THE FIBST MINE. 

The mine which was now to be exploded was under the par- 
apet of the works occupied by Forney's (rebel) division. A" 
series of zig-zags, covered from the enemy's fire, passed over 
the distance of three hundred yards to reach the main sap, a 
*trench six feet wide and six feet deep, which was then ex- 
tended only thirty-five yards, to reach the entrance of the 
main gallery. This gallery was a square shaft, running with 
a gradual declivity under the enemy's parapet. From it di- 
verged three short galleries, to the right and left, one being 
formed in front; these contained the chambers, in which 
a ton of powder was placed. A sap 'was also run off to the 
left of the main gallery, for fifty yards, to hold our sharp- 
shooters. 

The enemy's attempts to countermine were only successful 
in giving our working-party one good scare, from which they 
soon recovered. Mining is not an easy task; but counter- 
mining requires such accurate knowledge of an enemy's plans, 
locahtieS, and progress, and such nice counter*<salculations, as 
to render it far more difiBlcult. 

At length all was in readiness for the first explosion. A 
messenger reached Grant, at three o'clock, on the 25th of 
June, announcing that they were ready to apply the match. 
All troops, except sharp-shooters, were withdrawn from the 
outer works. One hundred picked men of the Forty-fifth Illi- 
nois were to assault the right, and one hundred from the 
Twenty-third Indiana the curtain of the fort. Leggett's bri- 
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pxcle formed the reserve of the stormers ; Stevenson formed 
the support, with a strong reserve in rear. 

At length the word was given; the match applied to the 
fiise. The few minutes in which it silently burned seemed 
hours. The troops, now fully aware of the purpose, stood to 
their arms in breathless expectancy. The stout hearts of the 
forlorn hope were summoning up the blood and stiffening the 
sinews. In their shirt-sleeves, and divested of every thing 
save muskets and cartridge-boxes, they were ready for the 
rush. One terrific burst, cuid the air is filled to the height of 
one hundred feet with timbers and earth, gabions, stockades, 
gnn-carriages, mingled with smoke and dust — a miniature 
Vesuvius. Six men of the Forty-third Mississippi, who are in 
a shaft countermining at the time of the explosion, are buried 
and lost. This is the signal for the stormers. The two col- 
unms fly to their points of attack. Leggett's brigade moves 
to their support. But the rebels make desperate resistance. 
The Sixth Missouri regiment attempts to charge : its colonel, 
Eugene Irvin, is killed at its head. Our other supports are 
poured in ; and at length the flag of the Forty-fifth crowns 
the summit of Fort Hill, amid cheers that can be heard above 
all the varied din of the battle. 

Simu^aneously with the rush of the stormers. Grant had 
ordered tl^e batteries to open along the whole line. The firing 
bes^an on McPherson's front ; it was taken up by Ord, Lauman, 
and Herron on the left, and soon joined by Sherman. The 
ships on the river-front caught and hurled back the echoes, 
until the classic thunders of Yirgil were realized over the 
whole heaven, and from pole to pole. The nearness of our 
batteries caused almost every shot to tell. Some shells struck 
the parapet, others ricochetted, and foil into the lines of troops 
beyond. It was the grandest cannonade ever heard up to 
that time in America. 

Grant wrote at once to Ord : 

dSNKRAii Obd — ^McFherson oocapies the crater made hy the explosion 
He wiU have gans in battery there by morning. He has been hard at work 
running riHe-pits right, and thinks he will hold all gained. Keep SmitlCit dici- 
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sian under arm» tonight, ready for an erMrgeneiy, Their servioeg may \» re- 
quired, particalarlj about daylight There should be the greatest vigilance dtong 
the uihole line" 

He then pushed the other mines to completion, and began 
new parallels, to make ready for a final assault, which, how- 
ever, it was Hot necessary to make. On the first of July a 
second mine was sprung on the right of the Jackson road, 
which resulted in the entire demolition of the redan, the liv- 
ing burial of nine men who were countermining, and the kill- 
ing and wounding of a large number who were manning the 
works. The explosion left ah immense chasm where the redan 
had stood, Pemberton was in no condition to sustain an 
assault r after a fair show of valor, he was open to the dic- 
tates of discretion. From the night of his disordered en- 
trance into Vicksburg, after the defeat at the crossing of 
the Big Black, to the 3d of July, he had been in a sad and 
helpless condition. The city was constantly bombarded ; 
women and children were living in caves, at the entrance of 
frhich some were killed ; houses and streets were ploughed by 
shot and shell ; provisions were scarce, and mule moat, bean 
meal, and com cofiee were in great demand,; the stench of 
dead animals, many of them starved to death, filled the 
air ; and all his entreaties to Johnston for aid had been vain. 
It is reported, that in a-speech made at Vicksburg, after the 
failure of our assault, he had said*: 

"You have heard that I was incompetent and a traitor, and 
that it was my intention to seU Vicksburg. FoUow me, and 
you will see the cost at which I wiU sell Vicksburg. When the 
last pound of h&rfy bacoriy and fiour ; the last grain of CQrn ; the 
last coto, and Jiog, and horse, and dog shall hxive been, consumed, 
and the last man shall have peiished in the trenches, then, arid only 
then, totU IseU VicJcshurg" 

But his spirit was now. gone ; he was ready to surrender. 
He had given up aU hope of Johnston, who, whatever his dif- 
ficulties may have been, had certainlj^^one less than nothing 
to aid him, and has since reproached him in unmeasured, but 
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imjustifiaUle tenns. The eight thousand men sent by Kirby 
Smith from the Trans-Mississippi army, " had been misman- 
aged, and had fallen back to Delhi." His men wereVom out 
by duty, exposure, and want of sleep. A small supply he still 
had, and he might have held the works a few days longer ; but 
we say, advisedly, that he was right to surrender. "Whatever 
his faults, and they were great, and his misfortunes, which 
equalled them, he ^was now hopeless and helpless. Delay 
could do nothing but bring more suffering and los&rof life. 
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CHAPTEE XVI. 



VIOKSBUBG PALLS. — " UNYESED TO THE SEA." 



FlAO of TRUOB. — PEVBEZtTON^S SXQUS8T. — Th« INTESVIBtr.— TkRKS DKaCRaKD.-^ 
CORUXSPONDKNOB. — TbRMS AGCXPTBD.— ViCKSBURa 8URRBKDBB8. — FoUBTH OF JCLT. 

— Rebellion out in two. — Only needs bhakino, to fall apart. — GitAirr'aTBX- 

UMPHAL XNTBT. — ThB MsSJSSIPPX " UNYBXBD TO THE BXa/' — CoiOCBNTa. 

On Friday morning, the 3d of July, there was an unusual 
quiet upon all the defences of Vicksburg. The day was intol- 
erably hot indeed, but more scorching suns had not heretofore 
hindered the fighting work. At eight o'clock in the morning a 
flag of truce was displayed upon the works in front of General 
A. J. Smith ; it heralded the approach of General Bowen and 
Colonel Montgomery, with a sealed communication from Pem- 
berton to Grant. The long-hoped-for day had at length ar- 
rived : Pemberton proposed the surrender of the city. 

We must seek for historic analogies with which to picture 
to our fancy the overwhelming and unutterable joy of Grant, 
when he read this communication. But to all appearance he 
was imperturbable and cool ; he gave no sign of the joy he 
felt 

The letter of General Pemberton proposed the appointment 
of commissioners, three on each side, to arrange terms for the 
capitulation ; and he added, as a point in the bargain, tjiat he 
was " fully able to maintain his position for an indefinite pe- 
riod." Grant's reply demanded " an unconditional surrender 
of the city and garrison," and refused the appointment of 
commissioners, " because he had no other terms" to offer. 
He had acquired a habit of using this phraseology. To Gen- 
eral Bowen's request that he would meet Pemberton on neu- 
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tral ground, to arrange the matter by personal interview, 
Orant consented, and appointed three o'clock that afternoon 
as the time ; hostilities, however, continued until noon, when 
a temporary cessation was ordered, on accoimt of the inter- 
view. 

Ai three o'clock a signal-gun from our side, responded to 
by one from the rebels, announced the approach of the gener- 
als. The interview took place in front of McPherson's lines, 
a spot untrodden by either army during the siege. An im- 
mense oak formed a fitting canopy, and under its overspread- 
ing branches they met. General Grant was attended by Gen- 
eral McPherson and General A. J. Smith ; General Pemberton 
by General Bowen, and his adjutant-general. Colonel Mont- 
gomery. After shaking hands, and an introduction of the 
officers, the following conversation was opened by General 
Pemberton : 

" General Grant, I meet you in order to arrange terms for 
the capitulation of the city of Yicksburg and its garrison. 
What terms do you demand ?" 

" Vnconditional surrender" replied General Grant. 

"Unconditional surrender?" said Pemberton. "Never, so 
long as I have a man left me ! I wiU fight rather." 

** Then, sir, you can cmdirvue the d^eTice," coolly said General 
Orant. " My army has never been in a better condition for the 
prosecution of the siege.'** 

The appearance of the two men, on this important occasion, 
was indicative of their characters. The stormy, irascible 
spirit of Pemberton could hardly be restrained by a sense of 
the dignity of his position ; while Grant, puffing his cigar, was 
calm as though engaged in a casual colloquy ia a sauntering 
meeting on the road-side* 

The generals wandered off to confer privately, and seated 
themselves upon the grass, and the interview was soon ended 
with the understanding that Pemberton'would submit the mat- 
ter to a council of war, and send his answer in thi3 morning. 



* From Mr. Eeim'e dispatch to the New York Herald. , 

^ jogle 
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The oak-tree has long since 'disappeared, its trunk having 
been cut up into walking-sticks and other relics : on the spot 
where it stood is a beautiful monument, which commemorates 
the occasion and the surrender.* 

On his return, after a conference with his corps and divi- 
sion generals. Grant, taking time by the forelock, sent the f ol- 
lo^King letter to Femberton the same evening : 

• HBADQVASTXBfl DbPABTMSMT OV TsSSUBBXR^ 

NxAB ViOKSBUBQ, July 8, 1868« 

LixTrnENAirr-GxancRAL J. C. Pembbrton, 

Chmmanding Confederate Farces, Vtekeburg, Mis%. : 
Gekxral — ^In conformity with the agreement of this afternoon, I will sub- 
mit the foUowing propoidtion for the surrender of the city of Vickabtl^, public 
stores, etc. On yonr accepting the terms proposed, I will march in one division, 
as a guard, and take possesaion at eight o'clock to-monow morUing. As soon 
as paroles can be made out and signed by the officers and men, you wiU be al- 
lowed to march out of our lines, the officers taking with them their regimental 
clothing, and staff, field, and cavalry officers one horse each. The rank and 
ffie will be allowed all their clothing, but no other property. 

If these conditions are accepted, any amount of rations you may deem neces- 
sary can be taken from the stores you now have, and also the necessary oook- 
ing utensils for preparing* them ; thirty wagons also, counting two two-horse 
or mule teams as one. ' Tou will be allowed to transport such articles as can- 
not be carried along. The^ same conditions will be allowed to all sick and 
wounded officers and privates, as ftst as they become able to travel. The pa- 
roles for these latter must be signed, however, whilst officers are present author- 
ized to sign the roll of prisonera 

I am, Qeneral, very respectfully. 

Tour obedient servant, 

U. S. Oraht, MajorOenend. 



* The monument is a pyramid twenty feet high, surmounted with a fifteen- 
inch globe. On the principal side is a large American eagle, with widespread 
wings, which cover implements of defence ; in one daw he holds the laurel, in 
the other an American shield, and in its beak a pennant, inscribed, "BPluri- 
IntB Uhwn," The eagle sustains on its wings the goddess of liberty. On one 
side of the monument is inscribed : '* To the memoiy of the surrender of Yicks^ 
burg by Lieutenant-General J. C. Pemberton, to Major-General U. S. Grants 
U. S. A., on the 3d of July, 1868." See article in August number of the United 
States Sei^rioe Magazine, for 1865, ** From Cairo to the Delta." . 
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Femberton lost no time in returning the following answer, 
which reached Grant early in the morning of July 4 : 

HXABQUABTEBS, ViOKBBUBO, Jttly 8, 1868. 
MAJOBrGSISEBAL OBAKT, 

Goinmanding United States Farces :- 
General — ^I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your oommunl- 
cation of thiB date, propodng terms for the surrender of this garrison and post. 
In the main, your terms are accepted ; bat in justice both to the honor and spirit 
of my troops, manilested in the defence of Vicksbuig, I have the honor to submit 
the foDowing amendments, which, if acceded to by you, will perfect the agree- 
ment between us. At ten o'clock to-morrow I propose to evacuate the works in 
and around Vicksburg, and to surrender the city and garrison under my com- 
mand by marehmg 9tU wUh my colors and arms, and stacking them in front of 
my present limits, after whidi you will take possession ; ofiloers to retain their 
side-arms and personal property, and the rights and property of citizens to be 
respected. 

I am. General, yours, very respectfully, 

J. C. Pembebton, liieutenant-General. 

Grant's answer was dictated by magnanimity ; as a soldier, 
he was willing to allow some show of respect to the officers 
and men who had borne the horrors of the siege : it was as 
follows : 

HbADQVABTXBS DsPARTMBNT of TxifKISSBX, 

Bbvobb VioKSBDBe, July 4, 1868. 
LUBUTBN AKT-GEN KUAL PxMBEBTOK, 

Commanding Forces in Vieksburg : 

GSRSBAii— I have the honor to acknowledge your communication of the 8d 
of July. The amendments proposed by you cannot be acceded to in full. It 
will be necessary to furnish eveiy officer and man with a parole, signed by 
himself, which, with the completion of the rolls of prisoners, will necessarily 
take some time. Again, I can make no stipulation with regard to the treat- 
ment of dtiaens and their private property. While I do not propose to cause 
any of them any undue annoyance or loss, 1 cannot consent to leave myself 
under restraint by stiptdations. The property which officers can be allowed to 
take with them will be as stated in the proposition of last evening — that is> 
that officers vriU he aMowed their private baggage and side-arms, and mounted 
sfficers one horse each. If you mean by your proposition for each brigade to 
march to the front of the lines now occupied by it, and stack their arms at ten 
o'clock A. M., and then return to the inside and remain as prisoners untU 
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properfy paroled, I wQl make no obfeetion to U, Should no modification be 
made of your acceptance of my terms by nine o'dods A. H., I shall regaid 
them as having been rejected, and act accordingly. Should these terms be 
accepted, white flags will be displayed along your Dnes to prevent such of 
my troops as may not Jiave been notified from firing on your men. 
I am, General, very respectfully. 

Tour obedient servant, 

U. S. Grajst, 
Migor-Gencral United States- Army. 

These terms were accepted. McPherson's corps was placed 
under arms. The rebel troops marched out and stacked their 
arms, to the number, of 31,600 men, occupying three hours in 
go doing, and otir troops marched in : 172 guns also fell into our 
hands. General Grant's triumphal entry was in the afternoon 
of July 4. 

THE FOURTH OP JULY. 

We had become accustomed, in later years, and before the 
war, to sneer at Fourth of July celebrations ; " bimcombe" and 
*' fustian" were the other names for the orations pronounced 
on that day ; but the events of tiiis wonderful year were to 
consecrate it afresh in the hearts of all true .patriots. The 
shouts of Grant's conquering army were echoed back from 
equtiUy sonorous voices at Gettysburg, where, after three 
days of hard fighting, in which the glorious Army of the 
Potomac had utterly baffled and defeated " an enemy superior 
in numbers, and flushed with the pride of a successful in- 
vasion,"* it rested on the 4th of July, to keep the nation's 
birthday. , Vicksburg and Gettysburg ! names which shall 
forever stand among the decisive battles in the world's historj^ 
and mark the great crisis in our country^s fate ; a new declara- 
tion of our independence — a seal of our perpetuity. All honor 
to the men who achieved them ! 

It is worthy to be recorded, that when Pemberton was 
asked his motives for selecting the 4ih of July as the day of 
surrender, he said : " The ansprer is obvious ; I believed that 



* Meade'e order to his troope. 
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upon that day I should obtain better terms. Well a'irare of 
the vanity of our foes, I knew they would attach vast impor- 
tance to the entrance, on the ith of July, into the stronghold 
of the great river, and that, to gratify their national vanity, 
they would yield ttien what could not be extorted from them 
at any other time." "We like that word vanity; it could not 
be improved, except, perhaps, by terms which can hardly 
be considered synonymous ^—Zo^afty, patrioiism, and 861/" 
respect. 

As to the great importance of the reduction of Vicksburg, 
we may refer to Sherman's recent statement, that it made the 
destmction of the rebellion certain, and that the rebels would 
have abandoned at once a lost cause, had they not been 
blinded by passion, and lured by false syrens to a greater 
destruction* Carlyle teUs a story of a fabulous Norse warrior 
who possessed an invisible sword of magic sharpness. It 
clove his enemy in two, without his feeling the blow, and it 
was not uatil he shook himself that he fell apart. Thus Grant, 
with his -magic sword, had cut the great rebellion in twain, 
but it needed the shaking of a few more campaig^is to demon- 
strate to the rebels, and to the world, that the fatal blow had 
been given at Yicksburg^ 

Grant entered Yicksburg in triumph on the afternoon of 
the 4th; but was very sullenly received at the rebel head- 
quarters. He had defeated the enemy in five battles out- 
side of the city, had taken the State capital, and by the 
capture of Vicksbiurg he had captured thirty-seven thousand 
prisoners, including nineteen general officers, and four thou- 
sand officers of lower grades. The rebels had lost in battle, 
from the beginning of the campaign, upwards of ten thousand 
men, three hundred and one pieces of artillery, and thirty-five 
thousand smaU-arms ; they had also surrendered a large 
amount of public property, consisting pf railroads, locomo- 
tives, cars, steamboats, cotton, and.provisions. 

But best of all, iu the sententious language of Mr. Lincoln, 
the great river, which had been fretting and fuming under the 
iron ch&in of the rebels, now " went unvexed to the sea^ On 
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the 16ih of July, the steamboat Imperial arriTed at Now 
Orleans from St. Louis, the first boat which had gone over 
that route for more than two years. 

On the 28th of the same month she returned to her wharf 
at St. Louis, amid the welcoming shouts of thousands. Every 
shout was a tribute to him who had opened the riyer, and 
sent its waters forever " unvexed to the sea." 



GOMDOSNTS. 

In a review of this great campaign, Grant's actions shine 
so pre-eminently, that an estimate of the biographer, in the 
way of a summary, is totally unnecessary. He was active, 
versatile, tenacious of purpose, Napoleonic in his judgment 
and use of men, with moral courage to assign or remove them 
according to their merits. And, combined with all these high 
qualities, he had exhibited remarkable skill in manoeuvring 
large armies in the field; in learning instant lessons from 
repulses ; in conducting an arduous siege ; in brushing away 
ft succoring army ; — always preserving that equal mind which 
it is more difficult to keep in the extreme of prosperity than 
in that of adversity. Undisturbed by his great troubles, he 
was not puffed up by the great success, but was ready tot 
new labors, and, if Gtod should send them, final successes. 

It is no injustice to others to say that his chief supporters 
were Sherman, McPherson, and Logan. Sherman, like Grant, 
has achieved such tmiversal reputation, that we need not 
pause to eulogize him. McPherson here exhibited to the 
public those qualities which Ghrant had long known him to 
possess, and which were to shine with increasing lustre until 
his lamentable fall in the Georgia campaign. Logan's dashr 
ing valor was eminently conspicuous. Having declared that 
the "Western men would hew their way to the Gulf, he was 
a bright example of the truth of his prediction ; ever at his 
post, and always distinguislied for that fearless impetuosity 
which the world now considers his characteristic. 
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Grant at once recommended Sherman and McPherson for 
the rank of brigadier-general in the regular army. 

NoTEL — The flkeftch of thiB great campaign would be inoomplete -without 
brief refeience to the unparalleled march of Oolonel (afterwardB Qeneral) B. H. 
GrieTBon, np to that time the most funons laid on record. Its object waa, the 
destniclion of public property and of the railroads, and to make a diversion in 
iavar of the army moving upon Vicksborg. Grierson proposed it, and began his 
preparations on the Ist of ApriL His force conmsted of the Sixth and Seventh 
Illinois Cavalry and ihe Second Iowa, commanded respectively by Colonels 
Loomisi Price, and Hatch. 

Starting from La Grange, he moved upon Ripley. Thence he crossed the 
Taflahatchie. Detachments to deceive the enemy and destroy the railroads, 
w€9Fe sent to the east, north, and even the northwest. From Pontotoc he sent 
bael* one hnndred. and sev^ty-five men, the least valuable, and one gun, to 
La Grange. A small detachment was sent to Columbus to destroy the track ; 
and at Starksville he captured a rebel mail of great value. On the 22d he wks 
at Louisville, and he cross^ the Memphis Bailroad at Newton. His route 
then lay through Raleigh, where he cut the telegraph wires ; across the Leaf 
River, destroying the bridge across the Pearl ; tluough Gallatin and to Union 
Courthouse. Thence southward, destroying as he went bridges and track. 
The rebels were now gathering on his trabk, to stop his return. But he had no 
idea of returning. At Oskya, where they tried to stop him, he broke them. 
Then, by Greensburg and Clinton, he rode into Baton Rouge on the 1st of May 1 
A notable ride ; in seventeen days he had travelled eight hundred miles 
through the heart of the State; given the people a great fright; entirely 
deceived and eluded the armed enemy ; destroyed four millions of property ; 
and so injured the railroads, as to make them incapable for some time of b^ng 
used to OUT detriment. 

9 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

FENiSHiNa touches: gleabing the wbeok. 

CMntor OT THK miws. — Pumidxiit's lbttbr to Grant. — Pobt Huoioir WArn tbb 

VAU. or YxOOEBBITRe — SDRKBNDSm. — GORRlBn'OXDBNOB AND OONDITIONB. — ShBR- 
IftAK MOTBS AOAINST JoHNtTON. — JoBMSTON HOUM JaOXSON.— HiB OBDBB. — Hb 
VBOAMn. 

effect of the news. 

"When some great fabric, long tottering to its foundations, 
and upon which the eyes of all men have been fixed, at length 
surges and falls with a mighty crash, crowds of workmen fly 
to remove the fragments, to clear the wreck, and prepare for 
rebuilding. So the faU.of Vicksburg, resoimding through the 
country, was the signal for new labors to the heroic Grant 
and his gallant army. The news, long awaited by the nation, 
gave rise to scenes of the wildest enthusiasm. The roar of ar* 
tiUery and the ringing ofbells, swelled by the chorus of human 
voices, were heard from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The cry, 
" Vicksburg has fallen !" carried joy to "Washington, and con- 
sternation to Richmond. The name of Grant was on every 
lip, and assurance was made doubly sure that, und^r God, we 
now had a commander upon whom the people could rely to 
lead us to^final victory, and a thoroughly successful, honor- 
able, and uncompromising peace. 

He wds at once (ippointed to the vacant major-generalship 
in the regular army, to date from that day, now doubly dear to 
every true American heart — ^the Fourth of July, 1863 ; the day 
when he entered Vicksburg, the chief of American conquerors. 

While straining every nerve in the campaign, he had been 
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greaflj misrepresented at Washington. Partisan politics ^nd 
private malignitj had arrayed themselves against him : to a 
charge of imbecility had been added that of drunkenness ; and 
it was even said that Adjutant-General Thomas, who had 
started for the Mississippi in April, had carried with him an 
order reUeving Grant from the command. But now his vindi- 
cation was complete : it was Vicksburg ! W^-cannot pfiuse to 
enumerate his l^onors. Mr. Lincoln, in the most magnani- 
mous spirit, addressed him the following letter, as honorable 
to Lincoln as it was just and generous to Grant : 

^ EzBGUnvx MA278ioir, WABEiNaTONi July 13, 1868. 

To MAJOR-GEa^EKAL Gbant: 

My Dsab GEE«ERAii~I do not remember that jou and I ever met person- 
ally. I write tbis now as a grateM acknowledgment for tlie almosi inestima- 
ble service you haee done the eouniry. I wish to say a word further. When 
70a first reached the Tidnity of Vicksborg, I thought yon should do what you 
finally did — ^march the troops across the neck, run the batteries with the trans- 
ports, and thus go below ; and I never had any feith, except a general hox)e 
that you knew better than I, that the Yazoo Pass expedition and the like could 
BQooeed« When you got below and took Port Gibson, Grand Qulf, and vicinity, 
I thought yon should go down the river and join General Banks ; and when you 
turned northward east of the Big Black, I feared it was a mistake. I now wish 
to make a personal acknowledgment thai you were right and I was vir<fny. 

Yours, very truly, A. Lincoln. 

Congratulations and thanks poured upon him from all quar- 
ters. HaUeck, in a complimentary letter, compares the cam- 
paign " most favorably" with those of Napoleon about Ulm ; 
and eyen rebel jouraals'for once dropped the Billingsgate with 
which it Was their custom to describe the actions of our " Yan- 
kee" commanders, to declare that he had been skilful in his 
work, and magnanimous in his dealings with the garrisoii. 
He was pointed to as the only man to conduct the new and 
colossal campaigns now opening, of which Chattanooga was 
to be the base, and from ^ which, in logical sequence, were to 
follow Sherman's grand gallop through Georgia, his flanking 
moyement in South and North Carolina, and our final suc- 
cesses at and beyond Petersburg. We repeat it, Vicksburg 
was the key of the war. 
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Orant arranged affairs air Yicksborg by making McPherson 
district commander, and Logan post commander. The former 
general appointed Lieutenant-Colonel James Wilson district 
proYOst-marshal ; and the latter, Lieutenant-Colonel Waddell 
post proYost-marshaL 

PORT HUMON. 

It has been seen that Port Hudson, in the Department of 
the Gulf, was besieged by General Banks, and held tightly 
embraced during the siege of Vicksburg ; and it was well un- 
derstood by both armies that when the latter should fall, the 
other must also surrender. Port Hudson, or Hickey's liand- 
ing, is a very sirong point, on a sharp bend in the river, 
twenty-two miles above Baton Bouge. Situated on a com- 
manding bluff, it had been well fortified. Livested on the 21st 
of May by our army, it had refused to surrender, and defied a 
first assault on that day. The investing army was command- 
ed, under Banks, by Weitzel, Augur, Grover, and T. W. Sher- 
man. Another assault on the 14th of June was also unsuc- 
cessful ; and then Banks awaited the fall of Yicksburg. 

This was decisive. On the 7th of July, General Frank 
Gardner, the rebel commander, wrote to Banks to ask if • 
Vicksburg had surrendered ; and if so, to propose an armistice 
for the surrender of Port Hudson. On the 8th, Banks replied, 
sending him Grant's letter announcing the fall of Vicksburg ; 
and the same day Gardner gave up the works, surrendering 
five thousand five hundred prisoners, one «iajor-general and 
one brigadier, twenty heavy guns, thirty-one field-pieces, a 
quantity of ammunition, and two steamers, one of them of 
vhlue to us for immediate use. Banks took possession on 
aie 9th.* 

* The followiiig is the oorrespondenoe : 

HSADQUARTEBS PoBT HUDSOIT, LOUISIAKA, Joly 7, 1868. 

GEinsRAL — ^Having received information from your troops that Vickatnirg 
has he&n mrrendersd, I make this oommmucation to ask 70a to give me the 
official assurance whether this is true or not ; and if true, I atk for a eesacUion 
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We do not design to derogate from the effective service of 
Banks or the gallantry of his army ; but Port Hudson fell be- 



cfhoMUiei^ with a view to the oonsideratlon of tenns for snnendeiiiig this 
positioQ. 

I sm. General, very respeeifblly, your obedient servant, 

FRAira: Gabdker, 
"^ Biajor-General commanding Confederate States Foioes. 

To MAJOB-Gxinnu.L Bakks, 

CommaQding United States Forces near Port Hudson. 

UbaDQTTABTEIIS DEPABTlCBlffT OF THS GuLV, 

BsroBX Port Huimon, July 8, 1868. 
GbrkraIj — ^In reply to yoor oammxmication, dated the 7th instant, by flag of 
trace received a few moments since, I have the honor to inform you that I le- 
oeived yesterday nuxming, July 7th, at fbrty-five minntes past ten o'clock; liy 
the gonboat General Prioe^ an official dispatch from Major-General Ulysses 8. 
Grant, United States Army, whereof the following is a true extract : 

HBAD^UABTSBS DKPAKTMmHT ov m TniOBBH^ 

Njcab Vickbbvb«, Jaly 4, 1S6& 
HAJoa-OnrBRAL N. P. Bajiks, Commanding Department of the OvXf: 

GnnEKALr— The gavftaon of Vieksbnrg sarrendered this morning. The nnmber of prlBonen, as 
given bj the officen, to twenty-seven thousand ; field-artillery, one hondrod and tventy-eiglit 
pieoet ; aad a large namber of si^^e-gana, probably not less than eighty. 

Tear obedient aervanti 

U. 8. Gbamt, Mi^or-CkuienL 

I regret to say that, imder present circamstances, I cannot, oonsistently 
with my duty, consent to a cessation of hostilitieB for the purpose you indicate. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. P. fiA2TKB, Mfyor^D^eneral commanding. 

To MAJon-GmrsBAL Frank GAN>inB, 

Commanding Confederate Stated Forces, Port Hadson. 

PoBT IXuDSOK, July 8, 1868. 

GEHBRAii— I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of ycnr communi- 
cation of this date, giving a copy of an official conmiunication from 2f5Jor- 
General U. S. Grant, United States Army, anvMumaing the mrrender cf the ffot^ 
rison of ViMbwrg. 

Eating defended thie position ae long as I deem my duty requires, lam ieUl' 
ing to surrender to you, and will appoint a commission of three officers to meet 
a similar commission appointed by yoursdf, at nine o*dock this morning, for 
the purpose of agreeing upon, and drawing up, the terms of surrender ; and for 
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fore the genius of Grant, as mucli as though it had been a 
fortification of Yicksburg, as, indeed^ in a strictly military 
view, it was. 



SHERMAKS MOYEMENTB. 

We have abeady mentioned that the army of Johnston, 
which could never be brought to the attack, was still hovering 
upon our flank and^ear, and had reoccupied Jackson. Grant 
was now ready to dispose of it. A large force had been 
placed under the command of Sherman for this purpose, and 
it had been. Grant's intention to launch it upon Johnston 
within a short time, to be determined by his success at Yicks- 
burg. In ignorance of Pemberton's intention to surrender on 
the 4th^ Grant had been making his arrangements for an 

tliat purpose I ask a ceBsation of lioetilitiee. Will yon please designate a point 
outaide of mj breastworks, where the meeting shall be held for this purpoee ? 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Fbaitk Qabdnsb, commanding Confederate States Foroes^ 
To Majob-Qknexal Banks, 

Commanding United States Forces. 

Qeneral Banks replied at once in the following langoage : 

H£AD<}DARnCKB UnITKD StATSB FoSOBSi, 

Bkfoks Pobt HuDflOK, July 8, 1863. 
Qekisral — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your oommiini* 
cation of this date, stating that you are willing to surrender the garrison under 
your command to the forces under my command, and that you will appoint a 
commisrion of three officers to meet a similar commission appointed by me, at 
nine o'clock this morning, for the purpose of agreeing upon and drawing up 
the terms of surrender. 

In reply, I have ihd honor to state that I have designated Brigadier-Qeneral 
Charles P. Stone, ColcAel Heniy W. Birge, and Lieutenant-Colonel Richard & 
Irwin, as the odicers to meet the oommismon appointed by you. 

They will meet your officers at the hour designated, at a ])oint where the 
flag of truce was received this morning. I will direct that active hostilities 
shall entirely cease on my part, until further notice, for the purpose stated. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. P. Baitks^ M%jor-Qeneral commanding. 
To MAJOB-GsmcBAL Frani: Oabdkbk, 

Commanding Confederate States Forces, Port Uadson. 
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assault at all points on the 6th of July, of the success of which 
he had no doubt ; immediately after that, Sherman was to be 
sent against Johnston. The surrender of the city, two days 
earlier than he had anticipated, made this at once practicable, 
provided Sherman's troops And suppKes were ready for the 
movement. That distinguish.ed officer, always ready, reported 
that he could move at once. Happy the commander who has 
such lieutenants I Moving, not only with the expeditionary 
force before mentioned, but taking with it, by Grant's orders, 
the remainder of the Thirteenth and Fifteenth Corps, he 
reached Jackson on the 10th, and immediately began the 
investment, extending his lines in a half-circle from right to 
left, touching the Pearl Biver, which flows through the city 
at both points.* 

JOHNSTON'S DISPOSITIONS.^ 

We gather from Johnston's report, that it was his intention 
to hold the place only until he could draw off his army and 
remove his stores ; but to judge from his defences, we should 
not have thought so. A strong line of rifle-pits extended 
along his entire front, protected at intervals by powerful 
batteries with heavy epaulments, which crossed their fire 
upon the ground in front. In constructing these batteries 
more than two thousand cotton bales had been used. 

His army was thus posted from right to left : Loring, 
Walker, French, and Breckinridge. Gist had brought him 
ten regiments of the "best blood" of the "chivalty," the 
unconquerable type. He then issued the following order, 
worthy of the Delphic oracle : 

HSADQUABTEBS ON TRS FlBLD, July 9, 1868. 

Pellow-Soldieks — An ixisolent foe, fiuiheA vn^h hope hy Ids recent success at 
Vkksburg; conftonts you, threatening the people, whose homee and liberty 70a 

* " General Sherman has Jackson invested from Pearl River on the north 
to the river on the sonth. This has cut off many hundred cars from the 
Confederacy. Sherman says he has forces enough, and fbels no appre- 
hension about the result." — General €hant*s dispatch to the general-in-c/iief 
July 12. 
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aro here to protect, with plunder and conquest Their gons may eren now be 
heard aa they advance. 

T?i^ enemy U isat once the duty and the mission of you, brave men, to 
chastise and eapelfirom the soil of Mississippi. The commanding general eon- , 
fidingly relies on you to sustain his pledge, tohich he makes in advance, and he 
will be with jovl in the good work, even unto the end. 

The vice of " straggling" he begs 70a to shon and to frpwn on. If needs 
be, it will be checked by even the most summaiy remedies. 

The telegraph has ahready announced a glorious victory dver the foe, won 
by your noble comrades of the Virginia army on Federal -eoil. May he not, 
with redoubled hopes, count on you, while defending your firesides and 
household godB» to emulate the proud example of your brothers in the 
East? 

The country expects in this, the great crios of its destiny, that every man 
will do his duty. 

JoBBSPa E. JoitKBToiT, General commanding. 

A weak inyention this, which could neither deceive his 
enemy nor inspirit his own people ; itd only merit being that 
he did not commit himself. Johnston, however, neither 
fought well nor retreated welL When he was at Canton, 
Grant had sent Blair to cut off his suppUes, by laying the 
country waste for a distance of fifty miles around, destroying 
mills, factories, granaries, and crops. On the 13th, Herron, 
aided by the navy, had captured Tazoo City,* losing the gun- 
boat Baron de Kalb, which was exploded by a r&bel torpedo 
in the adventure.f 

JOHNSTON DECAMPS. 

Sherman, somewhat delayed for want of ammunition, which 
did not reach him in sufficient supply until the 16th, in- 

♦ " Finding that Yomoo OOy wu being fortified, I sent Oeneral Herron there 
udih his division. He captured several hundred prisoners and one steamboat. 
Five pieces of heavy artillery and all the public stores fell into our handa. 
The enemy burned three steamboats on the approach of the gunboata" — Grant 
to Halleek, July 12. 

f " Unfortunately, while the Baron De Kalb was moving slowly along she 
ran foul of a torpedo, which exploded and sunk her. There was no sign of 
any thing of the kind to be seen. While she was going down, another exploded 
onder her stern."— ^dmiroZ Porter to Secretary of the Nary, July 14. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FINISHINa TOUCHES: CLBARINa THE WBBCK. QQl 

s 

fcrenflied himself, and erected cotmter-batteries. Johnston, 
taking advantage of a thick fog, made a determined sortie^on 
the 13th, which, after creating some slight confusion, was 
saccessfullj repulsed. Sherman'^ works now progressed 
rapidly, and a general assault would soon have been made, 
had not Johnston again vindicated his reput%.tion as a hero 
of retreats, and evacuated the place. He began to do so on 
the 16th, very quietly ; and instead of further attempts '^ to 
chastise and repel us from the soil of Mississippi," he led his 
willing soldiers away by Morton and Meridian from that very 
soil, upon a march, the terrible concomitants of which were 
intense heat, want of water, and general disconragement. 

. Sherman en.tered the /beautiful city again on the 18th. It 
was now doomed to the horrors of war. Great blocks of 
houses were burned down. Soldiers were seen ransacking 
houses. The negroes who had been left behind (the able- 
bodied ones had been hurried away by their masters) 
thronged the streets — ^the infirm, the women, and the children 
— not knowing whether it was the year of jubilee or the day of 
wrath which had come. Piles of household stuff, pianos, 
bedsteads, fancy tables, were dragged into the streets, and 
fired or scattered about the crossings. Thick smoke, cinders, 
falling timber, fierce flames, form the chiaro^oscuro of a picture 
which we shall not undertake to describe. 

In one of the expeditions to a house near Jackson, were 
found books and letters belonguig to Jefferson Davis, — ^many 
of the latter from men of station at the North, an^ implicating 
them in the inauguration of the rebellion. We have not time 
to moralize, but surely at every page we have strong proof of 
the adage which declares the permanence of the written word, 
and a declaration that there is many an irrevocahle verbum 
besides those that appear in print. If '^ the pen is mightier 

than the sword" to create and bless, it is often surely so to 
destroy. 

K'oTE.— The rebel losses in the Vicksburg campaipi were ; — 42j000 pris* 
oners, 12,000 killed and wounded, 6,000 stragglers : Total, 60,000, Grant's 
losses were;— 1,243 killed, 7,005 wounded, 635 missing i Tot^8.878. 
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CHAPTER XVni, 



OBOAlillZATION AlO) ADMUnSTTBATION. 
EznEDmoHs nr all Dotsonoirft. — ^Tbx haul at Natorxz.— Extra xilxtart qumb- 

TXONS. — ThX 8UBJX0T OF TKADS.— TaBIFV OF PRICKS ON THB MiaSISAIPPI. — HoN'ORS 

AT Mkmphis. — ^Bievixir at New Orlbanb. — Sad aooidknt, and ira result}. — 
Partial rbooyrrt.— Boards of hoxor. — Comicrntb. 

Grakt was now active in the organization of his depsurt- 
ment ; setting it in order, as it proved, to form one part of the 
great whole, over which he was soon to exercise an imperial 
military supremacy. He sent expeditions in every direction, 
to ''spy out the nakedness of the land*' — ^to Canton, Pontotoc, 
and Grenada. An important one was dispatched und^ Han- 
som to Natchez, to put a stop to the crossing of cattie at that 
point, from the West, for the enemy's supply. Bansom 
captured five thousand head, of which Grant sent two thou- 
sand to Banks, retaining the rest for his own army.^ After a 

* " Qeneral Raxisom was' sent to Natchez, to stop the croBBing of cattle for 
the Eastern anny. On arriyal, he found that large numbers had been driven 
out of the city to be pastured : also, that munitions of war had recently been 
crossed over to wait for Eirby Smith. He mounted about two hundred of hia 
men, and sent them in both directions. 

" They captured a number of prisoners, and five thousand head of Texas 
cattle, two tliousand head of which were sent to General Banks. The balance 
have been or will be hrought here. 

" In Louisiana they captured more prisoners, and a number of teams loaded 
with ammunition. Over two million rounds of ammunition were brought 
back to Natchez with the teams captured, and two hundred and sirty-eight 
tho;ieand rotmds, besides artillery ammunition, were destroyed,"— O^raw^ to 
Halleck, July 18. 
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short rest, lie dispatched Steele wiu^^^JKjh^cbf^.s^^^ to 

Selena, to render important services to ^difco^^cO^ ihen com- 
manding the Department of the Missouri; while Ord and 
Seron were sent to Banks to take part in the new movements 
projected in the Department of the Gulf. 

Grant's headquarters were temporarily at Vicksburg, but 
he spent his time in travelling from point to point, to see the 
condition and needs of his department. And again he had 
presented to him extra military and perplexing questions, 
which he settled with great good judgment. The giierrillas 
who thronged the river-banks were outlawed. Furloughs, 
which had before been impossible, were now judiciously 
granted, to " five per centum of the non-commissioned officers 
fitnd privates of each regiment, battery, independent company, 
and detachment, for good conduct in their Une of duty ;" and 
while these were thus rewarded, stragglers and shirkers were 
denied furloughs, and were punished by extra duties and 
fines. 

To illustrate at once the condition of the people, and Grant's 
caution in supplying them, we introduce the following order. 

General Ordebs, No. 46. 

Hejldquaiitebs Department of the Tennessee, 
YioKSBUBo, Ml!)Bis8iPPi, Jtily 21, 1868. 

1. Hereafter no issues of provisions will be made for contrabands, esccept 
thoie serving in regiments or in contraband campa. 

2. Issues of pipvisions will not bo made to citizens, except on certificates 
that they are destitute, and bave no means of purchasing the necessary supplies 
for their families. These certificates must state the number of the family, and 
the time for which they draw, which shall not exceed ten days at any one 
time. 

3. In making issues to citizens, only articles of prime necesrity will be given — 
i. 6., bread and meat, and these at the rate of one pound of flour, one half-pound 
of salt meat, or one pound of fresh beef, to the ration. 

By order of 

Major-Qeneral TJ. S. QRAirr. 
Jno. a. Rawlins, A. A. G. 

He also addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, on the 
subject of trade, in which he declares, from his experience 
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in West Tennessee, that any trade whatever with the rebel- 
lions States weakened ns to the extent of thirty-three per 
cent, of our force; "but," he adds, "no theory of my 
own will ever stand in the way of my executing, in good 
faith, any order I may receive from those in authority over 
me."* 

His kind sympathy with good soldiers was indicated at this 
time by his requiring the captain of a steamer to refund the 
excess of passage-money which he had charg^, thus compel- 
ling Our brave men who were going on furlough to pay exor- 
bitantly for the trip. 



* HXADQUABTBBS DxPASnOENT OT THX TKNKXSgKB, 

VzoESBUBo, Miaa., July 21, 1868. 

SiBr- Your letter of the 4th instant to me, indoeing a oopj of a letter of 
same date to Mr. Mellen, special agent of the Treasury, is just reoeiTed. My 
assistant adjatant-genenJ, by whom I shall send this letter, is about startixi^ 
for Washington ; hence I shall be very short in my reply. 

My experience in West Tennessee has convinced me that any trade what- 
ever with the rebellious States is weakening to ns of at least thirty-three per 
cent, of our force. No matter what the restrictions thrown around trade, if any 
whatever is allowed, it will be made the means of supplying the enemy with 
what they want. Restrictions, if Uved up to, make trade unprofitable, and 
hence none bnt dishonest men go into it. I will venture to say that no hone: 
man has made money in West Tennessee in the last year, while many fortTmey 
have been made there during that time. * 

The people in the Misffissippi VaUey are now nearly subjugated. Keep 
trade out for a few months, and I doubt not but that the work of subjugation 
will be BO complete, that trade can be opened freely with the States of Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi ; that the people of these States will be more anxioa« 
for the enforcement and protection of our laws than the people of the loyal 
States. They have experienced the misfortune of being without them, and a.e 
now in a most happy condition to appreciate their blessings. 

No theory of my own will ever stand in the way of my executing, in good 
faith, any order I mayjeceive firom those in authority over me; but my position 
has given me an opportunity of seeing what would not be known by persons 
away firom the scene of war ; and I venture, therefore, to suggest great caution 
in opening trade with rebels. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully. 

Tour obedient servant, 

U. S. Graitt, Mfgor-General. 

HoH. 8. P. CHAas, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Afterwards, on the 29th of September, the general estab- 
lislied an eqnittfble tariff of fares from St. Louis to New 
Orleans, and intermediate places ; requiring that enlisted men 
should be allowed to travel in the cabin, when they desired it, 
at the same rates. 

Sj an order of August 10th, he confirmed the judicious 
steps before taken on the subject of free people of color, 
establishing camps for those 'Out of employment, and employ- 
ing them fo^ Government purposes; also allowing contracts 
between citizens and free ^people of color, for their labor, 
which were to be registered with the provost-marshals, with 
bonds to secure the kind treatment of the negroes. 

HONOBS AT MEMPHIS. 

On the 25th of August, General Grant arrived at Memphis. 
His appearance awakened a wild enthusiasm in that city, so 
lately a hot-bed of rebellion. A committee of the citizens 
waited upon him and importuned him to receive the hospital- 
ities of the city, which were accompanied by a series of resolu- 
tions. Grant consented, without a speech, and received the 
citizens at nine that night. After an hour's ovation and hand- 
shaking, there was a grand banquet, and the general was 
toasted as the guest of the city. He refused to respond in a 
speech. A few words were said"" by his staff-surgeon. Dr. 
Hewitt ; and a poem was read, combining bis name with that 
of De Soto, who had discovered the river, and Fulton, who 
had made it alive with steamers. 

This combination of names was not very significant. The 
discovery of the river was an accident. Chance gave De Soto 
this historic fame ; and a grave beneath its waters, that no red- 
man might 6ver find and exhume his remains. Fulton made 
his 'grand experiments elsewhere, and peopled many other 
rivers with vaporing keels. 

It was the special glory of Grant, that from the day he 
moved upon Belmont trntU Yicksburg fell, he had bent aU his 
energies to this mighty work ; had risen superior to all f ail- 
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nres ; had been called on, again and again, to make new com- 
binations; 9.nd finally, by his conquest, had insured the 
destruction of the treason, and the sp^dj return of peace, 
with all its grand future deyelopments. 

In his letter to the committee of the loyal citizens of Mem- 
plus, in order that he might not be misunderstood or miscon- 
strued by any of a different temper, he uses this language : 

" In acceptiug this testimonial, which I do at a great sacri- 
fice of my personal feelings, I simply desire tocpay a tribute 
to the first pubho exhibition in Memphis of loyalty to the 
Government which I represent in the Department of the Ten- 
nessee. I should dislike to refuse, for considerations of 
personal convenience, to acknowledge anywhere, or in any 
form, the existence of sentiments which I have so long and so 
ardently desired to see manifested in this department. The 
stability of this Government and the unity of this nation 
depend solely on the cordial support and the earnest loyally 
of the people. While, .therefore, I thank you sincerely for the 
kind expressions you have used towards myself, I am pro^ 
foundly gratified s^t this public recognition, in the city of 
Memphis, of the power und authority of the Government of 
the United States." 

Upon leaving the banqueting table at Memphis, he went 
directly to the wharf, and took boat for Yicksburg; and 
thence proceeded on a tour of relaxation and inspection. He 
stopped for a few days at Natchez, and on the 2d of Septem- 
'ber arrived at New Orleans, to visit General Banks, for a 
short ^respite and rest aft^r his protracted and arduous labors, 
and to confer with that officer about future military opera- 
tions. In the complications of the vast theatre, it had not 
been yet decided what would be the next field of action ; but 
the progress of events seemed to point for a time to Mobile. 

BEVIEW AT NEW ORLEANS. 

On the 4:th, at Carrolton, a suburb of the Crescent City, a 
grand review took place, in which Generals Grant and Banks 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




ORGANIZATION AND ^raRfHSTftXTJCOS. 

were flanked by Washbume, St 
other generals ; and here Grant 
that gloriotis Thirteenth Corps, whicim8ff"B8Sf%ith him 
under McClemand and Ord at Vicksburg, and had after- 
wards been sent to Banks. Mounted on a magnificent 
charger, placed at his disposal by General Banks, Grant 
dashed at a full gallop along the lines, Trith difficulty followed 
by his cortege ; and at length he drew up imder a fine old 
oak, for the troops to march past. He lifted his hat with 
something more than formal courtesy ,^as the torn, soiled, and 
shot-pierced colors of the Thirteenth were lowered in passing ; 
for, as his eye rested on them, his memory rushed back to. the 
days when, at Belmont, Donelson, Pittsburg Landing, and all 
the battles around and at Vicksburg, those over whom they 
waved had been the companions of his fortunes, and, in part, 
the achievers of his fame. 

But the display was attended with a seriotis mishap. As 
General Grant was returning to his hotel from the review of 
the Thirteenth Corps, his horse became frightened by the 
. letting off of steam, with a shrill whistle, by a railroad loco- 
motive, and sprang wildly with such violence against a car- 
riage that was coming in an opposite direction, that both horse 
and rider were thrown upon the street. Th^ result was a 
most serious accident. His hip was temporarily pajcaljzed by 
the concussion, and he was for twenty-one days obhged to-Ke 
in one i>osition; nor did he recover so as to walk without 
crutches or mount his horse without assistance, until after he 
had reached Chattanooga, near the end of October. There 
really seemed to be danger that his services would be lost to 
the coimtry. 

The subject of trade was provisionally arranged by a proc- 
lamation on the 13th of the month, declaring that unrestricted 
trade was opened to Cairo, and all towns on the Missouri and 
Ohio above it ; while all places from Cairo to New Orleans 
were opened to trade, with proper restrictions. 

Grant was also very solicitous that aU^his men shoxd^ be 
paid ; and as all official papers had, up to this time, been very 
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loosely made out, he noir required, by order, that every man 
should be prcgided wit£ a full descriptive list, whenever de- 
tached from his company or regiment, in order to enable him 
to draw his pay.* 

The iron frame of Grant, aided by his iron will, conquered 
the illness incident to his fall in a few weeks ; and while still 
lingering and suffering, he embarked on a steamer to proceed 
slowly up the river, in accordance with orders from Wash- 
ington. 

The following order wiU also show his soUcitude that the 
organizations under his command should receive full credit 
for their gaUant actions. This was done to carry out the spirit 
of General Orders, No. 19, February 22, 1862, from the Adju- 
tant-General's Office. 

CIRCULAR. 

IIxADQUABTXBa Depabtxext OF THx TunrsssEK, 
VicxsBUBo, Mias., July IS, 1868. 

Army corps commandeiB, and the oommandeiB of detached diriaions, with 
the army in the field, will each, afl soon after the reception of this order as 
practicable, oonTcne a board, to consist of three oflSoers^ to determine the 
battles participated in by the various regimen^ batteries, and independent 
companies of this command ; and forward through the* usual military channels, 
to their headquarters, a list of such as are entitled, for gallantry and good con- 
duct, to inscribe upon their banners the names of their actions^ 

By order of 

Major-Qsnebal U. S. Grant. 

T. S. Bowers, Acting Assistant Adjntant-Qeneral. 

It was incident to •this order that there was organized at 
Vicksburg, for the Seventeenth Corps, a board of honor, 
consisting of eight principal officers, with McPherson, its 
famous commander, as advisory member. General Logan 

* " Hereafter, no enlisted man will be sent from his company or regiment 
without such descriptlTe list as is herein required being furnished to the 
proper officer in charge ; and any neglect to comply with this order will subject 
the offender to trial by court-martial, and dismissal from the service. 

" It will be the duty of all officers of the Inspector General's Department to 
properly inspect and rep#rt any neglect of duty in this particular." — OrarU^i 
General Order, Vicksburg, September 29. 
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was president. The duty of this board was to deyise and 
present a medal of honor, both as a reward and as a means of 
exciting a proper emnlation, to all non-commissioned officers 
and men whose names were forwarded as worthy of this honor. 
Company commanders sent them up to the colonels, by whom 
they were forwarded to the l^grigade commanders, who, in turn, 
sent them to the President.* 

In our democratic fear, lest we should in any way approxi- 
mate to titles and insignia of nobility, our Government has 
limited itself to presenting medals of honor only to distin- 
guished generals. We are clearly of the opinion that the 
establishment of an order, analogous to that of the " Legion of 
Honor," would accomplish wonders in the military world. 
"We see in the conduct of large organizations, like the one now 
mentioned, only efforts to supply the want to a partial extent. 
A grand (Sross from the President of the United States would 
be worth all the brevets he could confer. It is not too late to 
inaugurate such a system, and we hope to see it carried out 
yet. 

* The device on the me^s for the Seventeenth Corps was a crescent, with 
stars at each end, and a suspended shield ; and npon the crescent were the 
words, " Vicksbnrg, Jnlj 4 *863/' We believe that this, or similar systems. 
were adopted in other corps, bat to what extent we do not know. 
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OHAPTEE XIX. 

THE MHITABY DIVISION OF THE HISSISSIPFI — ^THE DEPABTICENT OF 
THE CUMBERLAND. 

CinOKAlf AUOA. — A OLANCK AT THE TOPOOBAPHT.— ThB 17KW OOXMAKD.— ThE ABirY 
CONOKNTBATM. — AT ChATTANOOGA. — A FIKE OHANCX OF BTAllVINO. — SuiTH^a 
8TR AT AQBIC.— Hooker ADVANCX!I. — ^BbAOO^S TATAL ERKOB. — SHkBXAN MOVES, — 
B&COKMOZHBANOES AMD PLAHB. 

. We must now cast a rapid retrospective glance at the De- 
partment and Army of the Cumberland, which had been 
intrusted to the command of General Eosecrans. He had 
started from Nashville with a large force, to follow and defeat 
the enemy tinder General Bragg, and, if, possible, to possess 
himself of Chattanooga; On the 2d ot Janucury, in the mur- 
derous battle of Murfreesboro' or Stone Kiver, he had defeated 
and driven away the rebel army. After a long rest and re- 
organization at Murfreesboro', he had again moved upon the 
enemy, and in the battle of Chickamauga, on the 19th and 
20th of September^ had sustained a partial defeat, but had 
succeeded in occupying Chattanooga. His right and centre 
had been driven back; but, thanks to the inspiration of 
Granger, and the rock-like firmness of Thomas, his left had 
stood firm, and he had at least succeeded in holding the ob- 
jective point of the active campaign — a point of none the less 
value because our people, depressed by the defeat, could not 
then appreciate it. 

A glance at a topographical map will show the importance 
of Chattanooga. The key of the Tennessee Biver, which is 
navigable for steamboats for eight months of the year to that 
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point, and for smaller vessels aU the year, it is the centre of 
a knot of railroads, and snrronnded by mountain ridges, from 
which fiye States may be seen. It was, perhaps, the most im- 
portant strategic position in the rebel States. The Goverli- 
ment was very solicitous that, after so much trouble to get it, 
it should not now be abandoned. The name Chattanooga 
(Indian for "Hawk's Nest"), indicates its local character. 
Chattanooga oommands the southern entrance into Tennessee. 
It lies at the mouth of Chattanooga Yalley, which is formed 
by Lookout Mountain and Missionary Bidge, between which 
Chattanooga Creek or river flows into the Tennessee. Boads 
run through the valley to Chattanooga, and through the Mis- 
sionary Bidge there is a gap at Bossville. 

Lookout Mountain ii^ very steep and rocky, rising more than 
two thousand feet in height; the base is wooded, and the 
ascent by troops apparently impracticable. 

The Solith Chickamauga runs along the eastern slope of 
Mission Bidge, through McLemore's cove. West of Lookout 
Mountain is the Lookout Creek and Valley, through which a . 
short and unfinished railroad is constructed to Trenton. 



GBAIO* S NEW COMICAND. 

To effect the purpose of maintaining Chattanooga, and at 
the same time to give one head to the three separate armies 
which were to concentrate upon it, and thus to secure a more 
perfect co-operation than had been possible in the separate 
commands of Bumside and Bosecrans, General Grant, aHke 
distinguished by his remarkable services and his superior 
rank, was put in command of the whole. , 

He was telegr/tphed by Mr. Stanton to await his arrival at 
Indianapolis. There they met for the first time, and pro- 
ceeded together to Louisville, reaching it on the evening of 
the 18th. Arrived in that city, the secretary handed to Grant 
the following order, the military significance of which we have 
already indicated : 
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Oekeraii Okdvbm, No. 8^. 

Wab Dxpa-btmbut, ADJDTAiiT-GonBAL^s Omcs, 
WABHnraTOK, October 16, 1868. 

By direction of the Preeident of the United States, the Departments of the 
Ohio, of ihe Cumberland, and of the Tennessee, will oonstitnte the Military 
Division of the MissisBippi. Major-General U. S. Grant, United States Army, 
is placed in command of the Military Divl^on of the MisB^Wppi, with his head- 
quarters in the field. 

Major-General W. S. Rosecrans, United States volunteer^ is relieved from 
the command of the Department and Army of the Cumberland. Major-General 
G. H. Thomas is hereby assigned to that command. 

By order of the Secretaiy of War. 

E. D. TowvBEND, A. A. G. 

Among Grant'8 most remarkable characteristics is his sa- 
gacity in the choice of subordinates. It was npon his recom- 
mendation that Thomas had been promoted to the command 
of the Department of the Cumberland, and Sherman to that 
of the Tennessee, 

The following is the order by which Grant assumed his 
new command. It was the most extensive one eyer controlled 
by one general commanding in the field in America. It com- 
prised three departments, nine States and portions of States, 
and extended from the Mississippi into the Alleghanies. 

Geheral Ordebs, No. 1. 

HXADQVARTBBS MlLIVABY DlYISIOir OV TBI MiMIMIPPI, 

LoDisYiLLB, Kentucky, October 18, 1868. 

In compliance with General Orders, No. 337, of date, Washington, District of 
Columbia, October 16, 1863, the undersigned herebj assumes command of 
the "Military Division of the Mississippi, embradng the Departments of the 
Ohio, of the Cnmberiand, and of the Tennessee." 

The headquarters of the Military Division of the Mississippi will be in the 

field, where all reports and returns required by army regulations and existing 

orders will be made. 

U. S. GBAiiT, Migor-General. 

The military force comprised the three armies of the Ten- 
nessee, the Cumberland, and the Ohio, and a grand division 
under General Hooker, in itself a large additional army. The 
departiaent of the Army of the Cumberland was commanded 
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by General George H, Thomas; that of the Tennessee by 
General William T. Sherman ; and that of the Ohio, tempo- 
rarily, by General A. E. Bnmside, soon to be reUeved by Gen- 
eral John G. Foster. 

The corps commanders were Generals Gordon Granger, 
Potter, Howard, Slocnm, J. M. Palmer, Logan, Hnrlbut, Mc- 
Pherson, and Manson ; commanding respectively the Fourth, 
Ninth, Eleventh, Twelfth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Twenty-third corps. In this vast territory^ 
and with this great array of men. Grant was about to try a 
Napoleonic problem. When that great master of the art of 
war had sent Moreau to the Ehine^^ in 1799, he had declared 
that there were not two men in France capable of command- 
ing a hundred thousand men. Every other general had two 
enemies, — one in his front, and one in the number of his men. 
A much larger command, in a very difficult territory, was now 
about to try the calibre of Grant. Of course it was only a por- 
tion of the large force indicated, which was to be with hiir) at 
Chattanooga ; but he had the direction of the entire force. 

The rebel armies which he was to encounter, although not 
perhaps equal to his own, were large and well appointed. 
There was the great army of Blragg, which, constantly re- 
cruited, had become veterans, in fighting into and out of Ken- 
tncky ; and with it was the corps of Longstreet, from Lee's 
army in Virginia. 

On the 2l8t of October, Grant was at Stevenson, where he 
met Generals Hooker and Bosecrans, and from there he sent 
a telegram in advance to Bumside. 

He had already ordered the Fifteenth Corps, except Tuttle's 
division,"*^ to the Memphis and Charleston Bailroad, thence to 
proceed to Chattanooga; but this becoming known to the 
rebels, a force, three thousand strong, under Colonel Chal- 
mers, collected upon its path at Colliersville, and came very 

* General John £. Smith's division, of the Seventeenth Corps, which was at 
Helena, en route to join Steele, was transferred to the Fifteenth Corps, and 
majched with it in idaoe of Tattle's, Steele's exigency having passed. 
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near taking Sherman and his staff prisoners. Aiier this, 
crossing the Tennessee, he marched bj its northern bank to 
Chattanooga, to the great discomfiture of the enemy. This 
was done in accordance with detailed orders of General 
Grant, sent to Sherman on the 19th of October. Up to that 
time Sherman had been moving along the Memphis and 
Charleston Bailroad, repairing it, and putting it in running 
order .as he advanced, under orders from the general-in- 
chief; but upon receipt of Grant's orders he abandoned 
the railroad, crossed the Tennessee, moved by the north bank 
to Stevenson, and thence to Chattanooga. 

AT CHATTANOOGA. 

On the 23d of October, General Grant arrived at Chatta- 
nooga, and lost not a moment in m&king a thorough examina- 
tion into the condition of things. It was bad enough in alf 
conscience. As early as the 19th, he had telegraphed to 
Thomas to hold Chattanooga at all hazards ; and the reply of 
that thorough soldier had been : " I will hold the town till we 
starve." Grant now saw for himself that, unless something 
waB done immediately, the cnance of starving was admirable ; 
indeed the fearful process was already begun. 

The Union army had a strong position, with its flanks rest- 
ing on the Tennessee Eiver, near the mouth of Chattanooga 
and Citico creeks. The enemy had encircled this line by tak- 
ing position on the western slope of a part of Missionary 
Eidge, across Chattanooga Valley, and on the top and on the 
northern end of Lookout Mountain. We were thus shut off 
from all commimication with Bridgeport by the left bank; 
and the river-road on the right bank was infested by his small 
bands, and by sharp-shooters from the opposite bank. 

AH supplies had to be sent by a very difficult route over the 
Anderson road, almost impassable, across Walden's Kidge, 
from Stevenson, Alabama, a distance of sixty or seventy 
miles; and the supply trains were shelled from Lookout 
Mountain, from the very day that Bosecrans had abandoned 
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it. A season of nnintermpted rains liad made thq mountain 
roads very -bad, and the low lands almost bottomless ; and the 
destmction of a large wagon-train of supplies, by a rebel 
raid, had added to the mischief. 

The animals were so weak that they could not draw half a 
load, the wagons were worn out by the wretched roads, the 
troops were ' ou half-rations, and it was believed would be 
soon reduced to quarter-rations ; the horses and mules ate vo- 
raciously feed not provided by the quartermaster's depart- 
ment — ^viz., wagon-boxes, fence-rails, harness, dry leaves, and 
TToollen blankets. One could fancy that the bones of the artil- 
lery horses rattled as they moved ; they were only fit for ana- 
tomical specimens in a veterinary museum, and they were dy- 
ing by thousands. 

^ The first thing to be Hone was to get supplies ; otherwise 
vre must evacuate, and retreat was utter ruin. 

"While Bragg's army had full supplies, it is worthy of notice 
that Wheeler's cavalry, which was operating in our rear, was 
unable to accomplish its purpose on accoxmt of the bad roads, 
and want of forage. Bragg ordered him to Middle Tennes- 
see, but he declined to go, on this account. 

When Hooker was at Stevenson, he had been ordered to 
move io Bridgeport, on the right bank of the Tennessee, 
about thirty miles below Chattanooga, and be ready to cross 
the river, and > secure the river and wagon-roads between 
Bridgeport and Brown's Ferry, immediately below Lookout 
Mountain. 

In company with General Thomas, and General W. F. 
Smith, chief engineer, General Grant made a reconnoissance 
of Brown's Ferry, and the ranges of hills lying south of it, and 
the details of his plan were then arranged. Hooker, upon 
crossing at Bridgeport to the south side, was to march by the 
main wagon-road through Whitesides to Wauhatchie. He 
started on the 26th of October. 

Palmer, with the Fourteenth Corps, was ordered to move 
by the only tolerable road north of the river, to a point -on 
the north bank, opposite Whitesides. Tlien he was to cross 
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to the south bank, and follow in Hooker's track, holding and 
guarding the road in his rear. 

A study o| General Grant's plans and operations, from the 
moment of assuming the command in person, will amply repay 
the military student. Complicated as they at first seem, each 
little detail had iti? part in the grand tactics of that brief but 
immortal campaign ; in judgment, skill, celerity, and results, 
second to none in military history. It was the very poetry of 
the art. 

smith's stbateoem. 

To aid the movements of Hooker and Pahner, which would 
have drawn a large rebel force upon them at once, General 
William F. Smith, the chief engineer, was directed to take a 
small force of four thousand men, and proceed down the river 
to Brown's Ferry, on the sharp bend, six miles below Chat- 
tanooga, without alarming the enemy. He was then to seize 
the range of steep hills at the mouth of Lookout Yalley, three 
miles below Lookout Mountain, held by the enemy in small 
force, and covering the roads to his various camps, by which 
he could at any moment have brought an overwhelming force 
to command the river and defeat our plans. 

Smith's scheme, if successful, would oblige the rebel detach- 
ments between Lookout Creek and SheU Mound ib fall back 
behind the creek, and would permit Hooker to advance. It 
would also at once open the river up to Brown's Ferry for 
steamboats, and give a much shorter distance for the wagon- 
ing* 

On the night of the 27th of October, General Smith set out 
on his secret but perilous expedition. Embarking from twelve 
to eighteen hundred picked men, on sixty ponton-boats, thirty 



* I am indebted, in this portion of the narrative, to a very clear and interest 
ing account of the entire campaign, which has also the merit of brevity, to be 
foond in the January nmnber of the United States Service Magazine for 1864. 
It is by Mr. Preston West, of the United States Coast Survey. 
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in eacli, under Brigadier-CJeneral Hazen, a young officer of 
great dash and daring — afterwards the hero of Fort Mc- 
Allister, in Sherman's great campaign — they were, floated 
down the river, unobserved by three miles of pickets, until 
they reached Brown's Ferry, six miles by water from Chat- 
tanooga. ' These, landing at .tw(x points — at only one of which 
they were fired upon — seized the pickets, and got possession 
of the spurs near the river. The remainder of the four 
thousand, who had marched by the north bank, and who lay 
in a concealed camp at Brown's Ferry, with the bridge ma- 
terial, were ferried over before daylight, strengthening the first 
party. At ten o'clock in the morning, ^e ponton-bridge, 
nine hundred feet long, was down, and the work accomplished. 
The points occupied were at once well intrenched ; our artil- 
lery put in position, playing upon the main road from Chat- 
tanooga Valley to Lookout Valley ; and the enemy's detach- 
ments between Lookout and Shell Mound, finding themselves 
Uable to be cut off, retreated in hot haste behind the creek. 
The work, projected by General Smith, and executed by him, 
with the aid of Hazen, had been done in the handsomest 
manner. There was no delay, no bungling ; the programme 
had been exactly carried out. 

HOOKER ADVANCES. 

This having been accomplished, the next step was the ad- 
vance of Hooker. On the same day, the 28th of October, 
that commander brought his force into Lookout Valley, at 
"Wauhatchie, on the direct road from Bridgeport, through 
Whitesides, towards Chattanooga. Careful dispositions were 
made for defending the road iq his rear, and also that from 
Brown's Ferry to Kelly's Ferry, a very important route on 
his left, nearly pwrallel to the road by which he moved. 

The force he had in hand was composed of Howard's 
(Eleventh) corps, and Geary's division of Slocum's (Twelfth), 
The left of Howard was thrown well out towards Brown's 
Perry, while Geary .was on the extreme right. Aa-has been 
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indicated, Palmer, with the Fourteenth Corps, followed in 
Hooker's rear, forming a strong moving base for the entire 
movement. 

And now, in order to appreciate what had been effected, let 
ns again look for a moment at the former condition. Let it 
be observed that up to this time we had been literally be- 
sieged in Chattanooga. It is true that the rebels only con- 
fronted us in a concentric line, from river-bank to river-bank. 
Their force was distributed on both Lookout and Missionary 
ridges, and in the Chattanooga Valley. One brigade was in 
observation in Lookout Vfidley, and his pickets lay along the 
river-bank to Bridgeport. But we were equally besieged in 
rear. Starvation within, and the distance of sixty or seventy 
miles of an impracticable route for the transportation of sup- 
' plies, constantly watched by the cavalry of the enemy. In 
this transportation by starved teams, it was calculated that 
ten thousand animals had perished. 

Why not retreat then? The answer is clear. Retreat 
would have been disastrous in the extreme, and it was only 
possible without artillery and wagons. The communications 
were infested by the rebel cavalry and guerrilla parties. And 
yet, in one week more, it would have been the only horrible 
alternative. 

Now look at the new picture. By the skilfxd combinations 
of Grant, and the fine invention of Smith, all*was changed. 
We now held the two excellent parallel roads — ^the' long one 
from Bridgeport to Brown's Ferry, and the short one from 
Kelly's to Brown's. The former was but twenty-eight miles 
' long ; and by means of the latter, if supplies were taken up 
the river on boats from Bridgeport to Kelly's, the wagoning 
was but eight miles. From this time the supplies, although 
not superabimdant, increased so that there was no suffering 
for man or beast. Chattanooga could be held against all 
odds. 

Bragg's main hope had been to starve us out, or to make 
us retreat. Now he could only vacantly wonder what Grant 
meant by taking Lookout Valley. Was it to cover a retreat? 
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or could he have the audacity to propose the offensiye ? In 
anj case, he miist be defeated at once ; because, said a lead- 
ing rebel paper, " to stay there during the winter woxdd be 
the ruin of both armies.'' It was manifest that only one would 
stay, and the other be/uined. 

Incident to this condition of things, Mr. Jefferson Dayis 
isame down to inspect the situation ; and as his yisit to Yicks- 
burg had, in point of time at least, heralded its disasters, so 
now all his glowing words — and he has a trick of oratory — 
could not disguise to the sagacious officers around him that 
they could not mend Bragg's broken fortunes. Pemberton, 
the en/ant tei^rtUe of the Confederate armies, is reported to 
have given his opinion in language that savored more of 
strength than righteousness. 

The truth is, that although the enemy was folly aware of 
our condition, and knew that we were seeking a shorter hue, 
he had not been sufficiently vigilant : he had left the weak 
point guarded by only a single brigade. True, after they 
• were thus surprised, an effort was made to recover their lost 
ground, but it was too late. Longstreet, one of the boldest 
and most rapid fighters in the rebel army, made a night 
attack upon Hooker's extreme right, consisting of Geary's 
division, which held an untenable position near Wauhatchie, 
separated by too long a space — a mile and a half — ^from the 
remainder of the command. Penetrating into this gap, their 
attack was intended to cut off and capture Geary. But How- 
ard was rapidly moved to the right — one division after an- 
other — ^to help Greary ; and not only was the attack a* failure, 
but the preponderance of Howard's troops enabled him to 
rout the enemy, and seize the remaining crests lying west of 
Lookout Creek. Thus were we confirmed in the quiet pos- 
session of the roads for which we had striven. His attack 
had ended in giving us stiU greater advantages. But great 
as was this suf cess^ it was only the beginning of Grant's work. 
He did not mean to content himself with holding Chattanooga. 
The rebel impudence was now to be punished. Bragg's army 
must not only raise the ''siege," but must be ma<le to fly in 
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confaaion. The labor was still herciileaii, but the hero was 
not wanting. 

Two steamers which had been captored from the enemy, 
and one which we had hastily, built and equipped, at Bridge- 
port and Kelly's Ferry, were at oncQ put into requisition ; 
supplies were forwarded as rapidly as possible to the latter 
point, and then brought by wagons, eight miles only, to the 
town. 

BBAOa'S FATAL EBROB. 

Knowing that, at an earlier date, Bumside had teen or- 
dered to join Bosecrans from Knoxville, Bragg, in the Tain 
hope of cutting him off, and beating him in detail — over-urged 
too by the clamors of the rebel government and press, that 
he should open the way for a new invasion of Kentucky — ^now 
committed the fatal error of making a detachment in the face 
of a numerous and vigilant enemy. He detached Longstreet 
to attack Bumside and take Knoxville. Nothing could have 
played more completely into Grant's hands. He could not 
conceal his joy ; but it did not hurry him into extravagances. 

His first idea was to attack Missionary Eidge without 
delay, and of this plan he informed Bumside; telling him 
to hold Knoxville to the last extremiiy. ^ But a sober second- 
thought, suggested by that calm prudence which is one of 
his best characteristics, prompted him to await the arrival 
of Sherman and his army, and thus by skill and carefulness to 
leave httle to chance. And so, while thus waiting, he spent 
the time in perfecting his plans, making complete reconnois- 
sances, and getting aU things in readiness for his consummate 
movement. Indeed, he could lose nothing by a delay which 
had the additional merit of completely deceiving the enemy. 

SHERMAN MOVES. 

Sherman's (Fifteenth) corps consisted of four divisions — 
Osterhaufl, M. L. Smith, Tuttle, and Ewing. On the 24th of 
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October, he received a telegram from Orant to put them in 
motion for Chattanooga.* Pursnant to this, Osterhaus with 
the First Division, was sent to Vicksburg, and {here embarked 
on steamers for MempRis, to ^o thence by the Memphis and 
Charleston Bailroad to Chattanooga. Tattle's division, it will 
be remembered, was left behind, but that of J. E. Smith, of 
the Seventeenth, was also taken^ with the Second and Fourth, 
direct to Bridgeport, en route for Chattanooga. After varied 
adventures, they all reached their destination. 

Orant again telegraphed to Bumside his new arrangement, 
and the information that Sherman was then (on the 14th of 
November) at Bridgeport. He could not send men to Bum- 
side, for they could not then be supplied, the country around 
being devastated in a large area. The importunities from 
an'd in behalf of Knoxville were numerous and urgent. Hal- 
leck, the general-in-chief, besought Grant to relieve Bum- 
side, and avert the catastrophe of losing Knoxville and East 
Tennessee. But it was impossible at a distance from the 
field' to appreciate the difficulties and delicacies of such a 
position as that in which ^ our army was now placed. The. 
problem was in Grant's hands, and he alone saw the solu- 
tion.t Longstreet at KnoxviUe must be neutralized and 
mined by Sierman's new re-enforcements at ChaManoogcu 

* HeADQUABTEBS MiLITABT D1VI8ION OF THE MiaSIflSTFPX, 

Chattakoooa,. October 24, 1868. 
Major^ekeral W. T. Shebm A17, Corinth, MUs. : 

Drop every thing east of Bear Creek, and move with your entire fierce 
towards Stevenson, until you receive fturther orders. The enemy are evidently 
moving a large force towards Cleveland, and may break through our lines and 
move on Nashville ; in whloh event, your troops are the only forces at command 
that coold beat them there. With your forces here before the enemy cross the 
Tennessee, we coald turn their flank so as to force them batfk and save the poB- 
slbility of a move northward this winter. 

U. S. GRAirr, Major-Qeneral. 

f Mr. Dana, the able and energetic Assistant Secretary of War, was with 
General Grant, and always seemed highly satisfied with both his plans and 
their execution*; indeed, never were snch complex plans more judiciously made, 
and more precisely ex^uted. 
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The blow which would scatter Bragg*8 force on Mission 
JRidge, would pass like an electric shock to the besiegers of 
KnoxviHey and send them, disjointed and destitute, to lavage 
"their own people," until they could join Lee in Virginia, 
Sending Colonel Wilson of his staff — accompanied by the 
Assistant Secretary, Mr. Dana — to KnoxviUe, to explain the 
situation, Grant hurried forward his plans. In the mean time, 
Bumside must lure Longstreet on, making a show of fight at 
Loudon, Lenoir, and Campbell's Station, as he fell back to 
Eiioxyille ; and then allow himself to be besieged, only holding 
KnoxYiUe at all hazards. 



BECONNOISSAKCES AND FLANS. 

A careful reconnoissance of the country north of the Ten- 
nessee, eastward to the South Chickamauga, and another to 
the northern end of Missionary Bidge, was made under the 
direction of Gteneral William F. Smith. There was a good 
road from Brown's Ferry, behind Chattanooga, concealed for 
the most part by hills, so that although the enemy saw the 
troops moving northward from the ferry, they might well 
suppose that it was a movement in favor of Enoxville, instead 
of a direct manceuvre in their front. 

Grant's plan took consistency as follows : Sherman, with his 
own troops and one of Thomas's divisions, was to cross the 
river from the north bank, just below the mouth of the South 
Chickamauga, protected by a cross-fire of artillery. Thomas 
was to co-operate with Sherman thus * The troops in Chatta- 
nooga Valley, on his left, were to move directly forward upon 
the enemy, one division being a movable body for any service 
that the exigencies of the field might require. The point of 
attack was the northern end of Mission Bidge, and communi- 
cation was to be kept open between Thomas and Sherman by 
the roads on the south bank of the river. Howard's (Eleventh) 
corps was to be marched to the north bank as a reserve, to 
co-operate wherever they might be needed. All the troops 
designed for the grand movement were furnished with two 
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daj's cooked rations in their haversacks, and one hundred 
rounds of ammunition to the man. 

While these arrangements were made for the attack in 
front, Giant gave special directions to Thomas and Sherman 
that it was of the greatest imf^rtance to send a cavahy force 
to the right and rear of the enemy to cut the railroad, some- 
where between Cleveland and Dalton, and thus to sever 
Longstreet's southern communications with Bragg. Grant 
and the enemy were at cross-purposes, evidently : they had 
manceuvred to cut oflf Bumside, and he to cut oflf Longstreet ! 
Which was wise and which foolish, we shall soon see. The 
rebels have often boasted that they were overpowered by 
numbers : they were here entirely outgeneralled. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

THE GRAin) MOTEAEENT ^SBOiUJU 



SbSBMAK 1EAB0RK8.— ThOXAB'b ADTAKOB. — SbBBMAK OKOSBBB AND TAKX8 POtlTXOir.-- 
HOOKSB OO-OPKRAfXB. — AlL BXADT ALONG TBI LINX. — TbS CovrMDKSULfltB. — 

WAiriKa roB Hooucb. — Stobhivo of tbb bidox. — Hookib attacks. — ^Tbb 

noBT BITDXO Ain> PDB8UIT BKQUN. — FUBSUXT DUOONTINUKD. — COMnHTS. 



Hating anticipated, in order to indicate the principal fe|k- 
tores of the progrjftmme, let ns now observe with what singular 
order and exactitude it was carried out. 

Sherman's troops marched from Bridgeport by way of White- 
sides, crossed the river at Brown's Ferry, moved up the north 
bank, 'and were kept concealed from the enemy, and thus 
reached a point not far from the mouth of the South Chicka- 
mauga. One hundred and sixteen ponton-boats had been 
carried by a concealed road to the mouth of. the North 
Chickamauga. The bridge site had been selected just below 
the South Chickamauga, where the terrain in front formed a 
good natural tete-de-pont, and where the artillery could be 
advantageously posted. Sherman's force, which had arrived 
on the 23d of November, now consisted of the Fifteenth- 
Corps, under the command of General BJair; but at the 
crossing of Brown's Ferry, the division of Osterhaus, having 
been detained by the breaking of the ponton-bridge, was 
directed to report to Hooker, and was with that general in 
the subsequent movements. 
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THOMAS 8 ADVANCE. 

Leaving Sherman for a moment, all ready to make his 
crossing on the 23d9 we must now notice the very clever 
movement of Thomas, which was to play a most important 
part in the comphcations of the drama. On the 22d, soi&e 
deserters from Bragg's army reported that he was falling 
back. This statement received some confirmation, in the 
opinion of General Grant, from the following dispatch received 
by him from Bragg : 

4 HbADQUARTBBS AbXT OT TENinSflfiSB, 

In the Field, Nov. SO, 1868. 
Majob^knbbal U. a Grastt, 

€hmmandin£f United Statet FoTU$ at Chattcmocga : 
General — ^As there may still be some non-oombatants in Chattanooga, I 
deem it proper to notify 70a that pmdence would dictate their earfy with- 
drawal. 

I am. General, yery respectfiillj, jonr obedient servant, 

Bbazix>n Brago, General commanding. 

Grant determined to test the question. He directed Tho- 
mas, whose line lay one mile ont from Chattanooga creek 
to Citico creek, to make a reconnoissanoe with his own 
troops, and Howard's corps, which had been brought across 
the river again, for fear of the destruction of the pontons. 
As events, proved, this was a most timely movement : one 
division of Euckner's corps had already been sent to re- 
enforce Longstreet, and another was just in motion to follow 
it, but was hastily recalled on account of Thomas's attack. 
This preponderance might have been fatal to Bumside. 

Thomas moved forward on the afternoon of the 23d, in such 
close and well-ordered lines, that prisoners from the enemy 
afterwards declared they thought he was preparing for a 
review and a drilL General Wood's division was in front ; 
General Howard's corps, in reserve ; while General Sheridan's 
division, of the Fourth, and Palmer's (Fourteenth) corps, also 
stood ready, under arms, to move as might be required. 
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The heavy guns of Fort Wood were opened upon the enemy's 
first position, at the moment General Wood begaix to move. 

Grant, with Thomas, Granger, and Howard, stood upon the 
ramparts of Fort Wood, watching the advance, than which 
nothing could be more admirable. Moving forward, without 
wavering for a moment, under a heavy fire. Wood, of Granger's 
cbrps, reached the foot of Orchard Knob, about a mile from 
Fort Wood. There, without halting, he ordered a charge. 
The sxmimit was carried ; an important point was gained ; and 
an excellent diversion was made in favor of Sherman's coming 
movement. 

On the night of the 23d, a heavy battery was taken to the 
captured position from Fort Wood, and our lines were strongly 
intrenched. Sheridan was moved up on the right, in echelon ; 
and Pahner also moved forward his corps in support. 

SHERMAN CROSSES AND TAKES POSITION. 

We returii to Sherman. At one o'clock in the morning of 
the 24th, concealed by the darkness, three thousand men of 
Sherman's command were conveyed, by the ponton-boats, 
from the mouth of the North Chickamauga to the point 
selected for the bridge. They were safely landed; and by 
noon of that day two ponton-bridges had been laid — one, 
one thousand four hundred feet long, over the Tennessee, and 
one, two hundred feet long, over the South Chickamauga, to 
open a route for the cavalry. The remainder of his force had 
been brought down by the captured steamer Dunbar, with a 
barge in tow ; and they immediately threw up two strong lines 
of rifle-pits, to protect the approach to the bridge. By day- 
light of the 24th, eight thousand men of his command were on ^ 
the •south side ; and the rest of his force, crossing upon the 
bridge, had reached the north end of Missionary Badge by three 
o'clock, at a point near the railroad tunnel, and were soon in- 
trenched. That night he still further fortified his position, 
rendering it unassailable by the enemy, and making it a strong 
point of departure for the grand movement which was to take 
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place the next day. The injuiiction of General Grant, that 
the railroad should be destroyed, was obeyed by sending 
Colonel Long, with a brigade of cavalry taken from Thomas's 
axmy. This officer was entirely successful. He moved along 
the Chattanooga and Cleyeland Bailroad ; burned Tyner's 
Station ; destrbyed the depot at Cleveland, and also a yalu> 
able gun-cap factory ; and captured one hundred wagons and 
two hundred prisoners. * > 

HOOKEB CO-OPERATES. 

On the same day, the 24th, Hooker moved, to carry out his 
part in this great programme, which may be epitomized thus : 
He was to take Lookout Mountain, cross the Chattanooga 
Yalley to Bossyille, and advance upon Missionary Bidge by the 
SossviUe Gap. Howard having been detached, the force with 
which Hooker moved to eflfect this was composed of Geary's 
division, of the Twelfth Corps; a part of Stanley's, of the 
Fourth ; and Osterhaus's, of the Fifteenth. 

Climbing the precipitous slope of Lookout on the west, he 
drove the enemy from his defences on the northern slope, cap- 
turing a large number of prisoners. This set the seal to the 
raisLQg of the blockade. Steamers now ran unmolested all 
the way from Bridgeport to Chattanooga ; and although the 
Bichmond Dispatch disposes of it by saying that Lookout 
Mountain was evacuated because it was no longer important 
after the loss of Lookout Valley, it was, in reality, a new 
defeat for the enemy. 

ALL BEADY ALONG THE LINE. 

Tuesday, the 24th, on which these movements were made, 
was a dark and disagreeable day. Bain and mist contended 
for the mastery ; heavy clouds capped the bold mountain sum- 
mits, giving a striking natural effect to the battle-clouds 
around ; but a splendid battle-moon — called by General 
Meigs, in happy quotation, " the traitor's doom"^~shone out 
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at night, and a clearer atmosphere displayed the long line of 
our camp-fires, marking the position from which onr troops 
were to spring the next day, in glorions triumph, up<$n the 
enemy. 

It was a sight beyond the power of the painter's art, but 
which may well inspire the pen of the epic poet. Sherman 
was on Missionary Bidge, in front of Tunnel Hill, forming the 
left of our line ; Thomas in the centre, at Orchard Ejiob, and 
occupying the lines to the right and left; and Hooker was 
coming up on the right, to take part in the grand charge. 

Communications were open between these bodies, from Look- 
out Mountain to the end of Missionary Bidge ; — ^that between 
Sherman and Thomas being secured by the Eleventh Corps, 
under Howard ; and that between Thomas and Hooker having 
been effected by Carlin, with one brigade, who joined Hopker 
from Chattanooga, not without some resigftance from the 
enemy at the crossing of Chattanooga Creek. 

On the night of the 23d, and during a part of the mh^ 
General Grant's headquarters were at Fort Wood. The rest of 
the time he was at Orchard Kaob^ or " Indian Hill," from 
which he saw the -embattled hosts spread out before him as in 
an amphitheatre ; or else he was riding along the advanced line, 
frequently exposed to shot and shell, but so intent upon the suc- 
cessful carrying out of his plans, and the weight of responsi- 
bility resting upon him, as to be totally unconscious of the 
danger. Everywhere he was the impersonation of an untiring, 
sublime, resistless energy. 

On the morning of Wednesday, the 25th of November, 
Hooker, leaving a small force on Lookout Mountain to hold 
the position, moved down the western slope into Chattanooga 
Valley, which had now been abandoned by the enemy. It 
was evident that the intention of the rebel general was to 
mass his troops on Sherman's front. Hooker was delayed at 
the creek for three hours, in building the broken bridge upon 
wliich he was to cross, and move by the Bossville road to the 
ascent of Mission Bidge. In the mean time, an artillery duel 
took place between Orchard Knob and Missionary Bidge, and 
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from Wood's redoubt a fierce fire was kept tip over the head^ 
of our men. It was now evident that the rebels were con- 
centrating their forces to crush Sherman, whose line lay 
across the mountain and to the raiiroad-bridge across Chicka- 
mauga Creek, and thus threatened the enemy's stores and the 
railroad at Chickamauga Station. 

Grant and Bragg were now in entirely new relative positions. 
To the rebel general it was evident that Sherman must be 
driven away, or retreat was inevitable. It was equally Grant's 
determination to carry the ridge, and drive Bragg away. To 
confront the rebel masses now thronging the ridge, Grant was 
bringing all his forces to attack it. Foiled in his strategy, over- 
reached in his grand tactics, Bragg must now resort to the 
simplest battle-tactics. It was a great fall ; and if he should 
be beaten even in this, how great the humiliation ! 

From the position occupied by Sherman's line a valley 
stretched in front. Then came another hill, intrenched by the 
enemy, which in turn y^As commanded by a higher hill, with 
a plungiQg fire upon the first. Between ihese two was a 
gorge, through which the railroad-tunnel passed, and in 
which the enemy sheltered his masses of troops until they 
could be brought into action. The enemy had every advan- 
tage of position. 

Sherman's troops were thus disposed in line : The brigades 
of Cockerell, Alexander, 'and Lightburn held the hill first, oc- 
cupied, as the key-point. Corse's ' brigade on tho narrow 
ridge formed the right centre, and was to be re-enforced, 
in moving to the attack, by one regiment from Lightburn. 
General Morgan L. Smith was to move along the east base 
of Missionary Bidge, connecting with Corse ; while Colonel 
Loomis, supported by the two reserve brigades of General 
John E! Smith, moved along the west base. 

General Sherman's duty was twofold ; — to beat the enemy 
if possible ; and, at all events, to keep him in full force in his 
front, while an attack should be made in another part of the 
field. The assault of General Corse was entirely successful ; 
while M. L. Smith and Loomis, by gaining ground oii the left 
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and right, formed an excellent diversion in favor of the 
assaulting party. Two reserve brigades, which were brought 
up to re-enforce the attacking coliunn on the right, were ex- 
posed to a severe fire in flank in an open field, and fell back 
in some disorder to the edge of the timber.* No -better 
service was done on that day than that by Sherman'in stem- 
ming the furious attacks of overwhelming rebel masses, and 
in his judicious counter-attacks. His whole conduct on that 
day gives a new appUcatton of Bums' homely couplet — 

" What's done, we partly may campute. 
And partly what's resisted." 

Grant was now occupying a post of observation on Indian 
TTill or Orchard Knob, from which he could observe the 
enemy massing heavily against Sherman, and Sherman's 
gallant resistance and counter-attacks. To re-enforce him. 
Grant started Baird's division; but learning, before it had 
proceeded far, that Sherman could dispense with its service, 
it was withdrawn and posted between Wood and Howard. 
Still more regiments did the enemy pour upon our left, now 
firing upon Howard's left and Mathies' brigade. 

THE CONFEDEBATES. 

The rebel army was commanded, imder Eragg, by Hardee 
and Breckinridge. Hardee, holding their right, embraced 
the divisions of Cleburne, Walker, Cheatham, and Stevenson. 
Walker's division, owing to the temporary absence of its 



* Sherman says in his report: "The movement^ seen from Chattaaoc^ay 
five miles off, gave rise to the report, which even General Meiga had repeated, 
that we were repulsed on the left. Not so. The real attacking oolnnm of 
Qeneral Corse, Colonel Loomis, and General Smith were not repulsed. The^ 
engaged in a close straggle all day, persistently, stuhbomly, and well. When 
the two reserve brigades of General John E. Smith fell back as described, the 
enemy made a show of pnrsuit, but were caught in flank by the well-directed 
fire of oar brigade on the wooded crest, and hastily sought his cover bdhind 
the hiU." 
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f^cneral, was commanded by Gist. Breckinridge, on their left, 
had his own division, now commanded by General Lewis, and 
those of Stewart and Hinclman, with a portion of Buckner's ; 
a force not equal to our own, but having, in position and 
possession, far more than a counterbalance for the disparity 
of numbers. 

Among the generals there was not one military head of a 
superior order. Bragg had the best, but that was neither 
cool nor capable of rapid combinations. Hardee, next in 
order, was an educated soldier, who had, even been sent by 
the Government to France to profit by the cavalry training 
there. But, with no eflfort of his own,, he had been vastly 
overrated. The tactics called by his name were but an exact 
translation from the French, ^which could have been made 
by ahnost any second-lieutenant. He was brave and constant, 
but not equal to any Federal corps commander on that field. 
Breckinridge had no claims to generalship, as few political 
generals on either side have had ; and Buckner was known as 
the only general who had the manliness to remain and . sur- 
render Fort Donelson, which Floyd should have held. Many 
writers overestimate the power and talent of their enemy, in 
order indirectly to exalt their heroes. Conformity with truth 
compels us to say that the rebels were greatly outgeneralled. 
Grant's natural gifts were vastly superior to those of Bragg, 
and Grant's generals f oimd no match in the rebel ranks. 

BRAQQ'S TACnOAL ERKOB. 

With a singular fatality, Bragg had now committed, in a 
tactical form, an error quite as great as that which he had 
made strategically by detaching Longstreet ; an error which 
Grant had been tempting him to commit. 

In strengthening his right, in order to crush Sherman, he 
had foolishly weakened his centre ; and Grant immediately 
took advantage of it. 

As the allied armies at Austerlitz had committed the great 
tault of uncovering their centre, in order to flank Napoleon's 
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right, so had Bragg done, to crush Grant's left ; and, as the 
emperor waited until the movement was fairly completed, 
before he hurled Soult into the gap, thus did Grant stand in 
readiness to push Thomas and Hooker forward, and break 
the enemy's line irretrievably. Our troops fought magnifi- 
cently, but the field was won by tactical superiority. 

WAITING FOB HOOKER. 

Grant's eyes were now fixed upon the direction in which 
Hooker was to approach, for the appearance of the head of 
his column in the Bossville road was to be the signal for the 
grand storming. Hooker, as we have seen, was unavoidably- 
detained by the broken bridge across Chattanooga Creek ; 
but no time had been lost in rebuilding it : indeed the Twenty- 
seventh Missouri, of Osterhaus's division, had run across upon 
the stringers as soon as they were laid. 

At length Hooker approaches. It is now half-past three. 
Grant, Thomas, and other generals are conferring for a mo- 
ment, and the result is an order which places the troops in 
readiness for movement. Twenty minutes to four, and from a 
battery at which the gunners have been waiting with ill-con- 
cealed impatience, the signal-guns agreed upon are fired, — a 
regular salute, one — ^two — three — ^four — five — six ! 

THE STORMING OF THE BIDGE. 

Number six has hardly sounded his brazen note, before 
the inert mass is instinct with life. The skirmishers of Wood 
and Sheridan are away, followed by the fiery lines. All the 
forts and batteries bellow their harsh thunder over the heads 
of our men. Nothing can impair their ardor. They realize 
Byron's 



"Fiery] 
Of living valor rolling on the foe." 



They charge the rifle-pits At the foot of the ridge. On tue 
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left of "Wood moves Baird's division, tinder their gallant 
lender, while Johnston leads hiij division in line on the right 
of Sheridan. They have no orders to go further than the 
foot of the ridge, but when they see the enemy swarming 
like bees out of the rifle-pits, and flying before them, they 
do not stop for orders. They halt but a moment to re-form, 
and then, in spite of a terrible storm of soughing shot, scream- 
ing shell, pattering canister, and whizzing buUets, they dash 
forward to storm the height. An aid-de-camp follows them, 
crying out, " Take the ridge, if you can ;" but it was an 
order to sanction what they were already doing. 

The lines ascend the hill in mapy wedge-forms, the advan- 
cing colors in the forward angle of each. The artillery, from 
our positions, firQs furiously over the heads of our men. A gun 
from Orchard Knob, sighted by General Granger in person, 
explodes a rebel caisson on the ridge. The enemy, in surprise 
and confusion, fire too high, and do less damage to our men 
than might have been expected. 

It is now evident to the excited beholder that the color- 
bearers are running a race. The men partake of the enthu- 
siasm, until all are at a white heat. Each regiment strains 
forward to place its colors first upon the rebel battlements. 
Iiet all win. Many regiments have claimed the honor, but 
those who have the best right to judge, have declared that it 
i% impossible to discover what color-bearer first planted the 
stars and stripes upon the enemy's works. 

Just as the sun is sinking in the west, the great sea of 
Union soldiers bursts u{)on the rebel ridge, and the day is 
ours. To the searcher among military picturesques, there is * 
no more splendid scene than this in any war ; — the wild moun- 
tain scenery ; the crests gilded by the slanting light ; the 
ravines and valleys in shadow; the thtmder of battie, the 
shouts of victory, and the great sun, seeming to pause for a 
moment, to take in the story which he was to tell as he 
journeyed to the Western lands, and which the whole world 
was to learn and never forget. 

ThQ rebels throw down their arms by regiments. Our sol- 
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diers, in their battle-rage, bayonet the cannoneers at their 
guns. In an instant the guns are turned upon the fleeing foe. 
Bragg and Breckinridge barely e^ape capture ; their flying 
horses are seen as Wood and Sheridan ride upon the heights. 



HOOKER S ATTACK. 

At the same time that the troops of Granger and Palmer, 
under Sheridan and Wood, were thus storming the enemy's 
heights, Hooker's forces came up through the gap on the 
Rossville road, full upon the left flank of the enemy, while 
Johnston charged in front ; but the rebels were already so 
demoralized that they offered but a feeble resistance. 

A final effort was made by the rebels upon ^(hirchin's brigade 
of Baird's division ; but although most fiercely led by their 
officers, who seemed to have devoted themselves to death, it 
was unsuccessful* 

If Bragg had failed as a general, he certainly exerted him- 
self as a soldier to rally and reform his men. He was exposed 
to a severe fire, and the danger of capture ; but he and his 
staff-officers were the last to leave the ridge. 

The captured positions were now scenes of the wildest ex- 
citement; shouts and cheers rang out, and echoed from 
mountain-top to mountain-top, for a distance of six miles : 
while the stars and stripes fluttered telegraphic signals to 
each other along the whole hne. Among the most distin- 
guished of the generals who led the advance, where aU were 
distinguished, were Wood and Sheridan. " Soldiers," said 
the former, as he rode along the line of his troops, " you were 
ordered to take the rebel rifle-pits at the foot of the hilL Tou 

* Pollard sajs : " We (the rebels) ought to have won the day, especially 
considering the advantages of oar position, by which the ranks of the enemy 
were exposed to an artillery fire while in the plain, and to an infantry fire 
when they attempted the ascent of the mountain." And again : " A disgraceful 
panic ensued : the whole left Aving of the Confederates became involved, gave 
way, and scattered in unmitigated rout. The day was lost, and shamefully 
lost." 
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did SO ; and then, without orders, you pushed forward, and 
took all the Enemy's works on top. Here is a fine chance for 
having you all oourt-martialled ; and I will appear as principal 
'witness against you, unless you promise me one thing, and 
that is, that ;^ou will continue to hold them against all oppo- 
sition of Bragg, Johnston, Jeflf. Davis, and the devil !" 

Sheridan's horse was killed under him, and " Little Phil" 
mounted at once a captured gun, to gain the necessary eleva- 
tion. He displayed that splendid mixture of coolness and 
dash which have since made him famous on the final fields of 
the war'. 

THE FrOHT ENDED, AKD THE FUBSIJIT BEGUN. 

r 

Nightfall put an end to the fighting, and precluded a gen- 
eral pursuit ; but Sheridan pushed on without delay to Mis- 
sion Mills. By twelve o'clock that night, Bragg had aban- 
doned all his positions on Lookout Mountain, Chattanooga 
Valley, and Missionary Ridge, and his army was in rapid motion 
on the road to Ringgold, and thence to Dalton. He left be- 
hind him six thousand prisoners, besides stragglers who were 
picked up for several (Jays afterwards, forty guns, upwards of 
seven thousand small-arms, and a quantity of ammunition.* 

* No Spartan dwpatches during the Pdoponnesian war could have been 
more laconic than the terms in which the rival commanders announced the 
tidings to their respecttve govemmentB. Grant writes to Halleck (mark the 
caution- and modesty) : 

** Although the battle lasted from early dawn till dark this evening, I believe 
lam not premature in announcing a cample mctory aver Bragg. 

*' Lookout Mountain-top, all the rifle-pits in Chattanooga Valley, and Mission- 
ary Ridge entire have been carried, and are now held by us. 

" U. S. GRABT,«M%ior-General." 

Bragg writes to General Cooper, from Chickamauga (mark the suppressio 
veri): 

" After several unsuccessful assatdts on our lines to-day, the 'enemy carried 
the left centre about four o'clock. The whale left soon gave way in eannderable 
disorder. The right maintained its ground, and repelled every attack. I am 
withdrawing all to this p(unt. 

"Braxtok Bbagg." 
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Early the next morning, Sherman pursued the enemy by 
way of Chickamauga Station on the Dalton BaHroad ; while 
Hooker and Pahner moved on the KossviUe road, to strike the 
raikoad between Grayrille and Binggold. At the latter place 
Bragg had posted Cleburne in the gorge of the White Oak 
Ridge, and on the crest of Taylor's Eidge. And here a 
severe battle ensued. The enemy's forces were concealed 
until we were within a few paces of his guns, and in conse- 
quence we suflfered severely. But this was only a Parthian 
shot, for he was soon driven away to Tunnel Hill, twenty miles 
from Chattanooga. 

Great generals are only amenable to be criticised as to their 
strate^ and tactics, but a special interest attaches to their 
personality. We are not content to know only their plans and 
their successes ; we desire also .to be told of their appearance 
and personal conduct on the field of war. The emasculated 
Saxe in his carriage ; Napoleon at the bridge of Areola ; Wolfe, 
already twice woxmded, leading the Highlanders to the last 
assault on the Heights of Abraham, have a peculiar charm for 
all readers. We are not without a record of Grant's bearing 
at Chattanooga. One of his staff writes : 

" It has been a matter of universal wonder in this army that 
General Grant himself was not killed, and that no more acci- 
dents occurred to his staff ; for the general was always in the 
front (his staff with him, of course), and perfectly heedless of 
the storm of hissing bullets and screaming shell flying around 
him. His apparent want of sensibility does not arise frou^ 
heedlessness, heartlessness, or vain military affectation, but 
from a sense of the responsibility resting upon him when in 
battle. When- at Einggold, we rode for half a mile in the face 
of the enemy, imder an incessant fire of cannon and musketry ;. 
nor did we ride fast, but upon an ordinary trot ; "and not once 
do I beUeve did it enter the general's mind that he was in 
danger. I was by his side, and watched him closely. In 
riding that distance we were going to the front, and I could 
see that he was studying the positions of the two armies ; and, 
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of cotuse, plaxming how to defeat the enemy, who wa43 here 
makiiig a most desperate stand, and was slanghteriug our men 
fearfoUy." 

THE FUBSUrr DISCONTINUED. % 

Davis's division of Sherman's column came up to Rmggold 
at noon of the same day ; and Howard's corps was sent over 
to Bed Clay, to destroy the railroad between Cleveland^ and 
Dalton. On the 28th, the Fifteenth Corps effectually de- 
stroyed the railroad from a point near Kinggold to the State 
line ; and then Shermmi was permitted to send back his train, 
and make a sweep to the north as far as the Hiawassee. This 
was the end of the Chattanooga campaign. Had it not been 
for the necessity of reheving Bumside in Knoxville, Grant 
would have made an, unrelenting pursuit, and utterly destroyed 
the demoralized army of Bragg ; but the two were incompati- 
ble. Bumside had declared that his supplies would only last 
until the 3d of December, and Knoxville could not be aban- 
doned ; so Bragg was permitted to save himself by a rapid 
retreat, burning the railroad behind him as he went. 

COMMENTS. 

If we look back at this great theatre, and the scenes enacted 
upon it, we find no military common-places ; every feature of 
it was very striking. It was a battle-field of the Titans, ex- 
tending for six miles on Missionary Bidge, and five on Lookout 
Mountain. The movements and combinations were consum- 
mately planned and magnificently executed, with clockwork 
precision. It called forth the encomiums of the best military 
minds in the world. General Halleck, in a supplementary re- 
port,jised the following language : " Considering the strengtl^ 
of the rebel position, and the difficulty of storming his in- 
trenchmepts, the battle of Chattanooga must be regarded as 
one of the most remarkable in history. Not only did the officers 
and men exhibit great skill and daring in their operations on 
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the field, bat the highest praise is also due to the commaiidixig 
general, for his admirable dispositions for dislodging the 
enemy -from a position apparently impregnable. Moreover, 
by turning his right flank, and throwing him back upon Eing- 
gold and Dalton, Sherman's forces were interposed between 
' Bragg and Longstreet, so as to prevent any possibility of their 
forming a junction." 

Quartermaster-General Meigs, who was on the field, bears 
his testimony thus : " Not so well-directed and well-ordered a 
battle has taken place during the war." 

Upon these hints we speak. The rebellion was agadn 
pierced through its centre ; the way waSs opened for Sherman's 
magnificent campaign ; the fall of Savanpah, and the capture 
of Charleston, were foreshadowed ; and the end of. the rebel- 
lion, already a foregone conclusion, was rapidly hurried for- 
ward. The " question of time" was nearing its solution. 

Other volumes must and will contain the records of the dis- 
tinguished generals who 'here served under Grant : Thomas, 
the embodiment of prudence and rock-like courage; Sher* 
man, of tireless brain, and equally tireless hand ; Hooker, who 
retiieved at Chattanooga the disasters of Chancellorsville ; 
Howard, the best type of the Christian soldier ; brave Gran- 
ger ; constant Palmer ; gallant Wood, and dashing Sheridan. 
Bomantic pens will never tire of describing the picturesques 
of the great war in this Switzerland of America. Economists 
wUl show how we despoiled the enemy of his .largest nitre and 
coal beds ; and thus, by cuttiug off his resources, crippled his 
energies. The quick inventive genius of William F. Smith 
wiU not \)e forgotten. Of him General Grant said, in recom- 
mending him for promotion, that he " felt under more than 
ordinary obhgations to the j^iasterly manner in which he had 
discharged his duties ;" and General Sherman attributed the 
ease and timeliness of his crossing the Tennessee to his genius 
and iutelligence. We neglect none : they were all glorious. 
Nay, more ; we cannot help pitying the utter discomfiture of 
Bragg, wliile we admire his bravery. 

Impartial history will be just to all the acts and the actors, 
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but above them all will shine, in golden characters, the name 
of the great commander who, upon the heels of one great con- 
quest, transformed a beleaguered army of starving soldiers into 
fiery columns of attack, and snatched an immortal victory out 
of the jaws of disaster and anticipated ruin. That man was 
Grant. 

We close this chapter with General Meigs' dispatch to the 
Secretary of War, to which we havg already referred : 

UxADQUABrrBBS Cbattanoooa, November S6, 1868. 
Edwin M. Staiston, Secretary of War: 

Sir — On the 23d ixxBtant, at half-past eleyen A. M., General Grant ordered 
a demonstration against Missionary Ridge, to develop the force holding it. 
The troops marched ont, formed in order, and advanced in line of battle as if 
on parade. . ^ . 

The rebels watched the formation and movement from their picket-lines 
and rifle-pits, and firom the summits of Missionary Ridge, five hundred feet 
above us, and thought it teas a review and drill, so openly and deliberately, so 
ragylar, was it oM done. 

'Hie line advanced, preceded by skirmishes, and at two o'clock p. h. 
reached our picket-lines, and opened a rattling volley upon the rebel pickets, 
who replied, and ran into their advanced line of rifle-pits. After them went 
our skirmishers^ and into them, along the centre of the line of twenty-five thou- 
sand troops which General Thomas had so quickly displayed, until we opened 
fire. Prisoners assert that they thought the whole movement was a review 
and general drill, and that it was too late to send to their camps for re-enforce- 
ments, and that they were overwhelmed by force of numbers. It was a surprise 
in open dayUght. 

At three P. M., the important advanced position of Orchard Knob and the 
lines right and leftr were in our possession, and arrangements were ordered for 
holding them during the night. 

The next day, at daylight. General Sherman had five thousand men across 
the Tennessee, and established on its south bank, and commenced the construc- 
tion of a ponton-bridge about six miles above Chattanooga. The rebel steamer 
Dunbar was repaired at the right moment, and rendered efiective aid in this 
crosfflng, canying over six thousand men. 

By nightfiLll, General Sherman had seized the extremity of Missionary 
Ridge nearest the river, and was intrenching himself. General Howard, with 
a brigade, opened communication with him from Chattanooga on the south 
side of the river. Skirmishing and cannonading continued all day on the left 
and centre. General Hooker scaled the slopes of Lookout Mountain, and from 
the valley of Lookout Creek drove the rebels around the pointy He captured 
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Bome two thousand priBonen, and established himself high np the mountain 
stde, in ftill view of Chattanooga. This raised the blockade* and now steamera 
were ordered from Bridgeport to Chattanooga. Thej had ran onlj to Kdlej'a 
Ferry, whence ten miles of hanling over mountain roads, and twice across the 
Tennessee on ponton-bridges, brought us our suffplies. 

All night the point of Misaonary Ridge on the extreme left, and the side 
of Lookout Mountain on the extreme right, blazed with the camp-fires of loyal 
trqops. 

The day had been one of dense mists and rains, and much of OejieraUSook- 
er*i battle wob fought above the eloude, which concealed him from our view, but 
frop which his musketry was heard. 

At nightfiUl the sky deared, and the full moon — " the traitor's doom" — 
shone upon the beautiful scene, until one a. m., when twinkling sparks upon 
the mountain side showed that picket skirmishing was going on. Then it 
•ceased. A brigade sent from Chattanooga crossed the Chattanooga Creek and 
opened communication with Hooker. 

General Oranfe headqunrters during the afternoon of the 28d and the day 
of the 2Uh were in Wood's redoubt, except when in the eouree of the day he rode 
along the advanced line, viaiUng the headqmvt^tre of the ee'oeral commanders in 
(Jhaitanooga VaUey, 

At daylight on the 25ih the stars and stripes were descried on the peiJL of 
Lookout, The rebels had evacuated the mountain. 

Hooker moved to descend the mountain, striking Missionary Ridge at the 
Rossville Gap, to sweep both ades and its summit. 

The rebel troops were seen, as soon as it wajs light enough, streaming regi- 
ments and brigades along the narrow summit of Missionary Ridge, either con- 
centrating on the right to overwhelm Sherman, or marching for the railroad to 
raise the siege. 

They had evacuated the Valley of Chattanooga. Would they abandon that 
of Chickamauga ? 

The twenty-pounders and four-and-a-quarter inch rifles of Wood's redoubt 
opened on Missionaiy Ridge, which with rifled Parrott's answered, and the 
cannonade, thus commenced, continued all day. Shot and shell screamed from 
Orchard Knob to Missionary Ridge, and from Mise&onary Ridge to Orchard 
Knob, and from Wood's redoubt^ over the heads of Generals Grant and 7%>ma8 
and their daffs, who were wU7i us in tJiis favorable position, JYom whence the 
whole battle could be seen as in an amphitheatre. The headquarters were under 
fire all day long, ' 

Cannonading and musketry were heard from General Sherman, and General 
Howard marched the Eleventh Corps to Join him. 

General Thomas sent out skirmishers, who drove in the rebel pickets and 

chased them into their intrenchments ; and at the foot of Missionary Ridgo 

' Sherman made an assault against Bragg's right, intrenched on a high knob 

next to that on which Sherman himself lay fortified. The assault was gallantly 

made. 
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Sherman zeaolied the edge of the creBt, ftud held his ground for (it seemed 
to me) an hour, but was bloodily repulsed hj reserves.* 

A general advance was ordered, and a strong line of sldrmSshers followed 
by a deployed line of battle, some two miles in length. At tHe signal ol leaden 
shots from headquarters on Orchard Knob, the line moved rapidly and orderly 
forward. The rebel pickets discharged their muskets and ran into their rifle- 
l^ts. Our skirmishers followed on their heels. 

The line of battle was not &r behind, and we saw the gray rebels swarln 
oat of the ledge line of rifle-pits and over the base of the hill in numbers which 
surprised us. A few turned and fired their pieces ; but the greater number 
collected into the many roads which cross obliquely up its steep &ce, and went 
on to the top. 

Some regiments pressed on and swarmed up the steep sides of the ridge, 
and here and there a color was advanced beyond the lines. The attempt ap- 
peared most dangerous ; but the advance was supported, and the whole line 
was ordered to storm the heights, upcm which not less than forty pieces of ar- 
tilleiy, and no one knew how many maekets, stood ready to slaughter the as- 
sailants. With cheers answering to cheers the men swarmed upwards. They 
gathered to the points least difficult of ascent^ and the line was broken. Color 
after color was planted on the summit, while musket and camion vomited their 
thunder upon them. 

A well-directed shot from Orchard Knob exploded a rebel caisson on the 
summit, and the gun was seen being speedily taken to the right, its driver 
lasihing his horses. , A party of our soldiers intercepted them, and the gun was 
captured with cheers. 

A fierce musketry fight broke out to the left, where, between Thomas and 
Sherman, a mile or tWo of the ridge was still occupied by the rebels. 

Bragg left the house in which he had held his headquarters, and rode to the 
rear as our troops crowded the hill on either side of him. 

Oeneral Ghrant proceeded to the 9ummU, and then <mlp did we know iU 
heiffht. 

Some of the captured artUlery was put into position. Artillerists wero sent 
for to work the guns, and caissons wero searched for ammunition. 

The robel log-breastworks wero torn to pieces, and carried to the other side 
of the ridge, and used in forming barricades across. 

A strong line of in&ntiy was formed in the rear of Baird's line, and engaged 
in a musketry contest with the robels to the left, and a securo lodgment was 
soou'efiected. 

The other assault, to the right of our centre, gained the summit, and the 
rebels threw down their arms and fled. 

Hooker, coming into fieivorable position, swept the right of the ridge, and 
captured many prisoners. 

Bragg's remaining troops left early in the night, and the battle of CJiatta- 

• Aj we bftT* elaewlMr* •tafced, General 8herm«i denies tfaJa repoleeb 
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%ooga^ afUr day$ of manoBUvrinff andJlffhHng, wcu toon. The tirenffth of ths 
rSbellwn in the centre U broken, Bumeide ii relieved from danger in JSaH 
Tenneeeee. Kentucky and Tennessee are rescued. Georgia and the Southeast 
are threatened in the rear, Ain> AKOTHBai tictobt ib addbd to thb chaftbr 
or " UNOoiTDrnoKAii Subbbrdbb QnAur," 

To-night, the estimate of captures is several thousand prisoners, and thirty 
pieces of artilleiy. 
^ Ot^ loss, for so great a vietoryy is not severe* 

Bragg is firing the railroad as he retreats towards Dalton. Sherman is in 
hot pnrsoit. 

To^laj I viewed the battle-field, which extends for six mUes along Ifiasioa- 
ary Ridge, and for several miles on Lookont Moontain. 

Probably not so well-direeted, so welUfrdered a battle, has taJeen place during 
the Vior. But one assault was repulsed ;.bat that assault, by calling to that 
point the rebel reserves, prevented them repulsing any of the others. 

A few days since, Bragg sent to General Grant a flag of truce, adviring him 
that it would be prudent to remove an7*non-combatants who might be still in 
Chattanooga. . No reply has been returned ; but the combatants having i^ 
movod from the vicinity, it is probable that non-combatants can remain with- 
out ^mpmdenceL 

M. C. MsiGfl, Quartermaster-deneraL 
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CHAPTEE XXL 

BUBNSIDE AT ENOXYILLE. 
Hn nnuiraa nro Evoxyixxb — Tovnwaa thb towv— Adtavoxs to lvbm Lovo- 

OTBXEV OV.— LoVOffnUURr DITXSTS AlID ATrAaSS— -RBTULSBD.—fis-SIIFOBOmSlITt 
nOM GUAJra.— fiHSBKAJr CX>]a8 UF.— ^BAHT'B OXDJBB.— SUIOCABT or UMHUk 

We must now tatn for a moment to Knoxyille, besieged by 
the yet hopeful, but soon to^ be ill-starred, expedition of 
Liongstreet. This place had been occupied by Bumside as 
early as the 2d of September, and Bumside was a locum tenenSf 
holding over until Foster should relieve him. 

On the 16th of August he had moved from Camp Nelson, in 
Kentucky, on a perilous march for East Tennessee, then held 
by the rebel General Buckner, whose headquarters were at 
Knoxville. Avoiding the gaps, which were in the enemy's 
hands, Bumside marched across the mountains. On the 1st 
of September he was at Kingston, and on the 2d he entered 
Knoxville, amid the grateful cheers of the loyal people, who 
had been writhing lyider the oppression and cruelty of rebel 
rule. The enthusiasm was unbounded as the general rode in : 
he was regarded as a deliverer and a savior. On the 4th, 
General Shackelford was dispatched northward to Cumber* 
land Gap, which, after a rapid and skilful march, he cap- 
tured on the 9th. 

Snoxville was at once strongly fortified by Bumside ; and 
then, previous to Longstreet's advance, he had moved south- 
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ward by Grant's orders to Loudon, there to await and retard 
the rebel approach. 

This part of the rebel programme could not haye been con- 
fided* to a more competent officer than Longstreet, but he has 
since complained that he was sent without proper supplies, 
and was disappointed in the force with which he was expected 
to make the siege. The division of Steyenson, which had 
been sent to Loudon, and which he expected to take with him, 
was recalled. He still, however, largely outnumbered the 
small force under Burnside. 

At Loudon he was met by Burnside, and arrested in his 
march ; and his cavaliy, which he had sent by a detour to try 
and surprise Enoxville, was met and routed by ours, which 
had been skilfully posted for the purpose. In obedience to 
orders, the Federal general retreated slowly towards Enox- 
ville. Agidn Burnside turned to confront him at Campbell's 
Station, and having repulsed his attack, withdrew at last 
within his fortifications at Enoxville. ^There he was sur- 
rounded by Longstreet, on the 17th and 18th of November ; 
and now the fate of Enoxville hung upon the movements at 
Chattanooga. Nothing was left for Burnside but to hold it to 
the last. His arrangements were well made. There was a 
fort on College Hill ; one near Summit House ; one on the 
right of the street leading from the square to the depot ; two 
on Temperance Hill ; and the heights on the south were forti- 
fied. Strong lines of rifle-pits connected the forts. 

LONGSTEEET ATTACKS. / 

At length, on the 28th of November,- Longstreet having 
been informed of Bragg's disaster and retreat, and knowing 
that Burnside would soon be re-enforced, made ready for an 
assault, which would either give him Enoxville, or — ^what was 
far more likely — serve to cover his retreat. The point chosen 
was Fort Sanders, on the northwest angle of our works, a fort 
standing just outside the town, and commanding an approach 
by the river. It was of the strongest profile, the ditch ten 
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feet deep, and the parapet unusually high. Around it, the 
thick pine-timber had been slashed, and it is said, a network 
of Tvire formed around the stumps, as an 6nfi|j|^lement.^ 

The assault was made in the most det^^mined maimer, at 
dajUght on the 29th, by three brigades of McLaws' division, 
and those of Wolf ord, Humphreys, Anderson, and Bryant. 
They moved in three lines ; aud some of them reached the 
outer slope, and even attempted to enter by the embrasures. 
The fort was occupied by the Seventy-ninth New York, the 
Twenty-ninth Massachusetts, two companies of the Second 
New York,*and one of the Twentieth Michigan. Their guns were 
)}ouble-shotted. Hand-grenades were poured upon the enemy. 
His assault had been clearly discerned by the novel use of 
Koman candles, in default of a Drummond light.t The fighting 
was more desperate than any known in the war. But the rebel 
efforts were vain ; and when they were finally repulsed, their 
dead and wounded lay in piles ten feet deep in the ditch. A 
gallant assault, most gallantly repulsed ; and the failure left 
no course for Longstreet but instant retreat. This, of course, 
had been his alternative, and he put it in practice without 
delay. 

KE-EMIOBCEMENTS FBOM GRAJNT. 

On the evening of November 25, as soon as Grant's success 
at Chattanooga had been assured, he had directed Gordon 
Granger to move with his own (Fourth) corps, ia,nd detach- 
ments from others — ^twenty thousand in all — ^to the relief of 
Knozville ; and Sherman's march to the railroad crossing of 
the Hiawassee was intended to protect Granger's flank until he 
had crossed, and to prevent further re-enforcements of the 
enemy from being sent by that route into East Tennessee. 
Granger was to move with four days' rations, a steamer follow- 



♦ PoUard, Third Tear of the War, p. 102. 

f For the carious application of these signal-lights, by lieutenant Hersog, 
of the Signal Corpse see an article in the October number (1865) of th^ United 
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ing with more .sappjjLes; Elliott had also been ordered to 
Knoxville, from Alexandria, with his cavahy division. 

To Ghrant's astonishment, on his retom from the front, on 
the 28th, he fottliM' that Granger had not started, and that^e 
was preparing tb'lBiove " with reluctance and complaint.** Aa 
no investigation has been made, we are not " wise above what 
is written," but simply quote the words of Grant*s report. 

Sherman, ever readj, was at once directed to assume com- 
mand of Granger's corps as weE as his own troops, and pro- 
ceed to Knoxville without delay. Sherman was then at Cal- 
houn, at the railroad crossing of the Hiawassee. The relief 
was confided to the ablest hands. It was a toilsome march ; 
but Sherman was never tired, and always full of alacriiy. 

SHERBCAN ENTEBS KNOXVILLE. 

On the 3d of December, the day upon which Bumside had 
declared that his supplies would give out, Sherman's cavalry 
entered Knoxville. The flank of Longstreet was thus turned, 
and although the siege had been already raised, Lpngstreet's 
movements were greatly expedited. The rebel general retired 
hastily to BusselvUle and Eogersville. Sherman conferred 
with Bumside as to the necessary strength of a pursuing force. 
It was decided that the garrison, augmented by -Granger's 
corps, would be sufficient, and that the other forces might be 
at once withdrawn. Burnside, in a letter dated December 7, 
expressed his " hearty thanks and gratitude" to Sherman and 
his command, whose approach, he declared, " served to raise 
the siege." Leaving Granger's corps behind, Sherman then 
took his own command back to Chattanooga. After all these 
events had transpired, Grant issued an order of congratulation^ 
which we give in full, as indicating his sentiments, and as a 
specimen of his clear and excellent style : 

Gehicral Obdebs, No. 9. 

HXADQUARTXM MlLITART DlYUTOlT OF THX tf USISSIPPI, 

In the Field, ChattanooRa, Tenn., Peo. 10, 1863. 
The general oommanding takes this opportunitj of returning his rincere 
thanks and oongratnlationB to the brave Armies of the Camberland, the Ohio. 
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the TeimeMee, and their oomndee from the^^Bjjhfccyfcy^ihp j;j|0te^(w^^ndid 
and dedalve saooegBes achieved over the enen^^ S^fCTpJp TOia^f^ havb 
leocyvered tram him the control of the Tennessee River irom ^Bridgeport to 
KnoxviHe. Ton dislodged him from his great stronghold upon Lookout 
Honntain ; drove him from Chattanooga Vallej ; wrested from his deter- 
mined grasp the poaaesslon of Missionazy Ridge ; repelled, with heavy loss to 
him, his repeated assaults upon EnoxvUle, forcing him to raise the siego there ; 
driving him at all points, utterly routed an4 discomfited, h^ond the limits of 
the State. By your noble heroism and determined courage, you have most 
effectually defeated the plans of the enemy for regaining possession of the States 
of Kentucky and Tennessee. You have secured portions from which no rebel- 
lious power can drive or dislodge yon. For all this, the general commanding 
thanks yon, collectively and individually. Thb loyal people of the United 
States thank and bless you. Their hopes and prayers for your success against 
this unholy rebellion are with you daily. Their faith in you wUl not be in 
vain. Their hopes will not be blasted. Their prayers to Almighty God will 
be answered. You will yet go to other fields of strife ; and with the Invindble 
braveiy and unflinching loyalty to justice and right which have cnaracterized 
700 in the past^ yon will prove that no enemy can withstand you, antj that no 
defences, however formidable, can check your onward march. 

By order of 

Kajob-Gbhsieal U. S. Graht. 
T. S. BowERfl^ A. A. G. 

In a snmmarj of the entire campaign, General Grant states 
our losses to haye been seven hundred and fifty-seven killed ; 
fonr thousand five hundred and twenty-nine wounded ; and 
three hundred and thirty missing. The captures have been 
already stated. 

The failure at Chattanooga cost General Bragg his com- 
mand. He was relieved, " at his own request," on the 2d of 
December, and the conduct of the army given to Hardee, who 
knew his own unfitness, and would only accept it temporarily. 
Grant expressed his satisfaction with the change : it made his 
task. the easier. A few words will enable us to take leave of 
Bragg. He was " charged," very vaguely, " with the conduct 
of the military operations of the armies of the Confederacy," 
— ^which means every thing, or nothing, — and turned up at 
the last as commander in North Carolina, when Fort Fisher 
felL 
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^ CHAPTEBXXH 

GBEAT JOT IN THE LAKD. 

IhE PrXSIDXKT^S PBOCLAMATIOK.—PUBLIO HOXOBS.—ThS «0LD MEDAL.— A LIZU- 
TEKANT-OXirSBAL PBOPOSSD. — S0OIXTU8.— NaMX8AKX8. NbW LABOB8. — ViSITfl 

Ci7ifBBBLAin> Gap. — At Nashville.— To Ohattakoooa. — Vwrra St. Louis. — 

ThB BAITQUXT.— ThAITKS OV THE OITT. 

The news of the great victory at Chattanooga, followed by 
the intelligence of the signal defeat of Longstreet, carried 
great rejoicing i^to the loyal States. Again there were illu- 
minations and salutes. Tlie faith of the wavering was con- 
firmed ; patriot hearts were reassured ; the people of the 
South began to lose hope of the issue ; and the cause of the 
rebelUon fell rapidly in the opinion of political speculators, 
both at home and abroad. The President of the United 
States, with a devout heart, issued, on the 7th of December, a 
proclamation, recommending to all loyal people to assemble in 
their places of worship, and thank God " for this great ad- 
vancement to the national cause." 

He also sent another of Ids sententious and expressive dis- 
patches to Grant, who embodied it in orders, and caused it to 
be read by the adjutants to all the regiments in his army. It 
was as follows : 

Wabhingtok, December 8, 1888. 
BCajo&^bnsiiaii Qrant: 

Understanding that your lodgment at Chattanooga and Knoxrille is now 
secure, I wish to tender jovl, and all under jonr command, my more than 
thanks — my profonndest gratitude — ^for the skill, courage, and perseverance 
with which you and they, over so great difficulties, have effected that important 
object Qod bless you aU 1 r", A. Lincoln. - 
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PXmUO HONOBS. 

The Congress of the United States, which was just begin- 
ning its session, was not slow in expressing its apprecia- 
tion of his distinguished services. A joint resohition, intro- 
duced into the lower house by his friend, Mr. Washburne, of 
Illinois, expressed the thanks of the Congress, and presented 
him a gold medaL It was put upon the military record by a 
general order of the War Department, dated December 21, 
1863, and is couched in the following words : 

Oensral Obdebs, No. d98. 

JozHT BsaoLUTiOH of thanks to Major-General XTlysset S, Grant and the qflesrs and Ml- 
ditm who hat>4/(night under his command during this rebellion ; and providing tha 
the J^esidsnt of the United States shall eause a medal to be struck^ to be presented 
to Major-General Grant in the name of ike people of the United States qf America. 

Be 4t resolved, by the Smote and Hovm of Bepresentcttives of the United 8taU» 
ofAmeriea, in Congrew assembled. That the thanks of Congress be, and they 
hereby are, presented to Major-General Ulysses S. GFrant, and through him to 
the oi&oeni and soldiers who have fought under his command during this 
rebellion, for their gallantry and good conduct in the battles in which they 
have been engaged ; and that the President of the United States be requested 
to cause a gold medal to be struck, with suitable emblems^ devices, and inscrip- 
tions, to be presented to Major-General Grant.* 

&BC. 2. And he it further resdhed. That, when the said medal shall have 
been struck, the President shall cause a copy of this joint resolution to be en- 
grossed on parchment, and shaU transmit the same, together with the 0iid 
nedal, to Mf^Jor-General Grant, to bo presented to him in the name of the 
people of the United States of America. 

Sbc. 8. And he it further resolved, That a sufficient sum of money to carry 

this resolution into effect is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treas' 

nry not otherwise appropriated. 

ScHUTLER Colfax, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

H. Hamlin, 

Yioe-PresideBt of the United States and President of the Senate. 

Approved, December 17, 1863 : Abraham LiNCX>Lif . 

♦ On one side was the profile of Grant, surrounded by a wreath of laurels, 
with his name, the year 1868, and a galaxy of stars. On the reverse, a figure 
of Fame, with a trump and a scroll bearing the names of his viotories* The 
motto was : " Proclaim liberty throughout the I^frUdigm^g^ ^y GoOqIc 
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Another resolution was offered, but did not then pass, to 
reviye the grade of lieutenant-generaL To the many, a lieu- 
tenant-general was a cumbrous Grand Lama to be enshrined - 
at Washington, and Grant was absolutely needed in the field. 
To others, it seemed that we had military rank and titles 
enough ; it was dangerous to increase them ; and, besides, the 
rebellion was going to be crushed : it was no matter when, or 
by whom. Such counsellors have given rise to the charge 
that republics are ungrateful. Bepubhcs, governed by such 
men, are so. But if honor to Grant had been put to the 
popular vote, there was no limit to the tributes they would 
have poured at his feet. 

Learned, religious, temperance societies elected him honor- 
ary or life member. Segars, revolvers, and gifts* of various 
kinds were showered upon him. To none of which does he 
revert with so much pleasure as to a brier-wood segar-case, 
made with a pocket-knife by a poor soldier, and presented to 
him with feelings of veneration and regard, but with no desire 
for any return. The Legislatures of Ohio and New York* 
voted him thanks. Mothers called their children after him» 
and a large generation of little U. S.*s and Grants date their 
birthdays at this time. Every voice was heard in his praise, 
except that of an occasional blind adherent of some displaced 
general, or those whom he had the moral courage to treat ac- 
cording to their ill-deservings, and who had the good sense to 
speak only in whispers and innuendos. He was already the 
most famous man in America, the man to whom all looked as 
the one who should lead us through the storms of war to the 
quiet haven of a lasting peace. This was the prophecy ; the 
fulfilment was to be speedy. 



* "Heaved, That the thanks of the people of this State be tendered to 
General Grant and his army for their glorious victories in the Valley of the 
lyiississippi, and the still more' glorious victory of Missionary Ridge and Lookout 
MuunUan, and that a certified copy of this lesolntion be forwarded to General 
Qrant." 
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NEW LABORS. 



As soon as order was restored in hi^ front, and a proper 
organization given to bis forces, General Grant set to work to 
acquaint Iximself with the needs and interests of his vast 
military division. 

His laurels were not lotos flowers, but were the growth 

" Of those immortal plants that bloom 
Upon Olympus, making us immortal ; 

• • • • • 

And make the mind prolific in its fiuicies." 

He forwarded to Washington well-digested plans for the 
prosecutioA of the war in the Southwest ; and such was the 
high opinion now entertained of his military capacity and ad- 
ministrative ability, jihat a joint resolution was offered in the 
United States Senate, on the 7th of January, 1864, requesting 
the President to call out a million of volunteers for ninety 
days ; and also, that he would assign General Grant to the 
command. 

At this time, General Grant made several tours of inspec- 
tion. He visited KnoxviUe, and finding the rebel cavalry 
were attacking his outposts, he increased the commands from 
his now otherwise temporarily unoccupied troops. 

VISITS GtJMBEBLAND GAP. 

In order to satisfy himself of the character of Cumberland 
Gap, which had been won and lost several times, he made a 
mountain journey from Knox.ville to Louisville, ia the severest 
days of winter, on horseback, the precipitous roads being so 
sheeted with ice as to make the travelling very perilous: The 
most dangerous portions of the route he was obligqd to walk 
over. Thus he passed through the Gap to Barbersville, and 
thence through Loudon and Lexington. " Hail to the Chief 
— ^both air and words — ^greeted him at every stopping-place ; 
but nowhere could he be prevailed upon to make a speech. 
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On this point lie seems inexorable ; but, let ns say, in passing, 
that this is no affected reticence : it springs from real diffi- 
dence. His embarrassment would be so great, that he dare 
not trust himself to make a speech. What thus springs from 
necessity, has, however, been as greatly in his favor as if it^ 
had been dictated by policy and worldly wisdom. BBs busi- 
ness has been action. Duty has never called upon him to 
speak ; and so no unfortunate extempores to satisfy a mob 
can be quoted against him. 

At Nashville, his greatest concern was to open regular com- 
munication to Chattanooga, which was by no means yet over- 
burdened with supplies. He arrived at Louisville on the 
11th of January, and on the 12th the communications were 
fully opened, and a large quantity of stores poured into 
Chattanooga, in readiness for the future movements of Sher- 
man. 

On the 13th of January, he was again at Nashville, and 
immediately returned to Chattanooga. 

Of course, the brilliant points in Grant's career are foimd 
in 'his splendid strategy and masterly battle-attacks, but a 
study of his life in these luUs in the storm of war really dis- 
plays his character to equal advantage. His treatment of 
deserters, who were now coming in great numbers, is worthy 
of our observation. 

It was just, prudent, and humane. Upon their taking an 
oath, which he prescribed, they were disarmed, fed, and pro- 
vided with free passes on all military^ railroads and govern- 
ment steamboats to their own homes. Many were employed 
in the quartermaster and engineer departments, at fair wages 
and to avoid the danger of their recapture, they were ex- 
empted from military service in our army. (Gteneral Order, 
December 12, 1863.) 

Our spTace.will not permit us to reproduce the judicious 
orders issued at this period. His former experience as a 
quartermaster was now brought into requisition, in the con- 
trol of that department, within the limits of his vast command, 
and the legislation with regard to the seiifcure of rebel prop- 
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erty was carried out by him in a prompt and skilful, but 
always just and humane manner. 



VISIT TO ST, LOUIS. 

On the 26th of January, 1864, General Grant was at St. 
liouis, whither he had gone only oh account of the dangerourf 
illness of his eldest child. But the crisis of the illness 
had already passed when he arrived, and the announcement 
of his presence at his old home was the signal for festive 
demonstrations and new honors. Everybody was anxious to 
catch a glimpse of the man who had opened their grand river 
to the sea ; and who had, if possible, rendered the glories of 
Vicksburg dim, by the lightning flashes of Chattanooga. He 
had come unheralded, and had registered his name on the 
hotel-book as U. S. Grant, Chattanooga. The news fled like 
wild-fire over the city, and the next day an invitation was 
sent him to a public dinner, offered by the citizens of St. 
Liouis, represented by a large number of the principal gentle- 
men. 

He accepted the invitation, and Friday, the 29th, was ap- 
pointed for the banquet. He spent the 27th in visiting the 
university, in talking with his old friends, and in attending 
theatre, and devoted the two following days to his family. 

The evening of the 29th was a proud occasion for Grant 
and for St. Louis. To many of the people he had been for- 
merly known as a private citizen of moderate station, engaged 
in industrial pursuits ; but now the prophet was receiving un- 
solicited honors id, his own country and his own home. Or 
rather, he had fulfilled, without prophesying ; and the people 
of St, Louis owed to him a debt which they could never repay, 
but only gratefully acknowledge. It was no stinted or ex- 
torted tribute of gratitude and admiration; the enthusiasm 
was intense. 

" The observed of all observers," he sat among two hundred 
guests at the table of the Lindell Hotel, receiving the applause 
and admiration 6f all with great modesty aud^evident em- 
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barrassment. Arotind him were several distmguished generals, 
and his father-in-law, Mr. F. -Dent. The toast^of the evening 
was, "Onr distinguished guest, Major-General Grant," fol- 
lowed by a burst from the band of the well-kuown air, " Hail 
to the Chief/* Grant rose, amidst the tumultuous cheering of 
the guests, but he could not reply. His words were, ** Gentle- 
men, in response, it Will be- impossible to do more than thank 
you." 

^ That same day, the Common Council of St. Louis had pre- 
sented its thanks in behalf of the city ;* and that night, after 
the dinner, he was serenaded, but again said but few words, 
declining k) speak. 

Ford says, in his "Handbook of Spain," that the best 
weapon for passing through the mountains, beset with ban- 
ditti, is a segar-case filled with good Havanas. ^ Now we do 
not mean to compare our people to Spanish contrabandistas ; 
but Grant acts upon that principle, sUghtly varied in its 
application. On this occasion, as on others since, he satisfied 
the crowd by taking a segar from his pocket, lighting it, and 
puflSng the smoke in their presence. 

The invariable segar has thus done him good service on 
many occasions. The pantomime of lighting it is cheered in 
Ueu of a speech. 



* ConroiL CiiAicBSB, Cirr or St. Louis, 
Januaiy 29, 1864. 

Whereas, M^oiuQeneral IJ. S. Gnnt has, ^oe«oiur last meeting, Boddenlj 
and imexpectedlj arrived among xa, and the opportonity not having pTO- 
Bented it8olf whereby the dtj authorities and this body ooold testify their great 
esteem, regard, and indebtedness due hie modest, WMwerving energiee, etDc^ed 
neither by the mighty eueeeeeee vihieh have crowned hie geniue and efferte in 
behalf of the Chtemment, nor the machinations of polUieiane'-eoideneee qf the 
true patriot and eoldier ; therefore, be it 

Revolted, That the thanks of the Common Council of the City of St. Louis 
are eminently due, and are hereby respectfully tendered to Msgor-Qeneral U. 
S. Grant, in behalf of the City of St. Louis. 

Ueeolted, That his honor the mayor be respectfully requested to i^ve his 
official approval to this preamble and resolution, and cause the seal of the city 
to be affixed, and the same presented to M^jor^^eneral U. S. Giant 
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CHAPTEE XXm 

EI£EWH£BE IN 'I' H M ITELD. 

Thx MimsnFPi.— Baitks. — Stbblb.— Eo8bo]la.nb. — Ors rosoi ooicparxd 

wraKTA — Shbkman'b xxpxDinoir to Msridiak. — Thomas moyxb upok Daltok. 
— SxTVOTni AT Olubtxx. — Okb bxad mxxdsd.— No politioal aspixatioms. 

It becomes us now to take a rapid glance at the general 
situation of affairs in other parts of the theatre of war. The 
Mississippi Biver had been fortified in numerous positions 
-with heavy guns, and garrisoned principally by negro troops, 
from Cairo to Forts St. Philip and Jackson, below New 
Orleans. General Banks had his headquarters in New 
Orleans, and had detachments at Brashear City and Browns- 
ville. General Steele had a considerable army at Little Eock, 
Arkansas, and GeneraJ Bosecrans commanded the Depart- 
ment of the Missouri. We had eight hundred thousand men 
in the field, and to oppose these the rebels, now everywhere 
acting on the defensive, numbered half that force. The com- 
mand of Lee, iQcluding Longstreet, and the troops in* West 
Tirginia and North Carolina, was a hundred and twelve 
thousand strong. The army whidh Grant had beaten at 
Chattanooga had been confided to General Johnston, and was 
upwards of fifty thousand strong.^ This included the gcurrison 
of Mobile, and the force with which Bishop Folk encountered 
Sherman's march to Meridian. 
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shebman'b expeditions. 

We must recur for a moment to Sherman! > After he had 
given relief to KnoxviUe his troops were returned to Chatta- 
nooga, and then stationed from Scottsboro', Alabama, along 
the Memphis Railroad to Huntsville. Towards the end of 
Jajiuary, Sherman was ordered to Vicksburg, to command an 
expedition to the southeast. He moved from Vicksburg with 
McPherson's (Seventeenth) corps, in light marching order, to 
Morton, and thence to Meridian. He had collected a large 
cavalry force at Memphis, which was to start on the 1st of 
February, and join him at Meridian. Met, but not impeded, 
by the enemy, who were easily driven away from Champion 
Hill, Clinton, and Jackson, he moved forward to Meridian. 
Hurlbut had followed in rear of McPherson with the Six- 
teenth Corps, and the two coi*ps had united at Jackson and 
marched together. The advance of this movable column 
into the enemy's country promised great results. Mobile 
was in terror, and -a pathway to the Gulf seemed open, but it 
was all shipwrecked by a want of co-operation on the part of 
the cavalry. General W. S. Smith was to have started on 
the 1st of February, but did not until the 11th, and the rebel 
General Polk was rapidly collecting his forces with a good 
proportion of cavalry, which could only be met by cavalry ; 
and ours failed to appear. The great railway centre of Meri- 
dian was destroyed, with the track running to Quitman, to 
Lauderdale Springs, and to Cuba Station. On the 25th of 
February, General Sherman returned to Vicksburg. 

In front of Charleston, the condition of affairs remained 
unchanged. An expedition made by General Thpmas, under 
Grant's order from Chattanooga, upon lialton, was abandoned 
without results. 

Foster had relieved Bumside in the command at Knoxville 
immediately after the siege was raised, but did not long retain . 
the command. Schofield, who had relieved General Foster, 
had moved upon Longstreet, and reconnoitred his position. 




ELSETWHERE IN THE 

On the 20tli of February, General Sej 
Florida, had met with a serious reverse at Oln 

The army of the Potomac, under General Meade, was posted 
near Culpepper Courthouse from December, 1863, to May, 
1864 ; and although cavaby reconnoissances were constantly 
made, and skirmishes were the order of the day, no great 
movements were undertaken within these periods by that 
army. 

Such was, very briefly, the condition of affairs ; — ^a military 
labyrinth, requiring one head to control, and one initiated 
mind to thread out, its intricate combinations. As the need 
became manifest, all eyes turned to Grant, and, by the unani- 
mous consent of Government and people, he was exalted to the 
perilous and responsible position. A new grade of lieutenant- 
general was created for him, and with it a new labor, which, 
like those of Hercules, carried with it increased difficulty of 
achievement. 

There were many who, carried away by enthusiasm, were 
disposed to offer him as a candidate for the presidency. But 
the most thoughtful preferred his services in the field ; l^^d he 
himself discountenanced such approaches, feeling that his great 
mission was to finish the w&r, and having in this so magnifi- 
cent a scope for a patriot'^ ambition, that he would rather 
lose than gain by political preferment. We are reminded of 
the opinion expressed by Paul Louis Courier, concerning Na- 
poleon's desire to be emperor: "Etre Bonaparte est se faire, 
fiire ; il aspire a descondre." So, had Grant, with the weight 
and the glories of the giant campaign before 'him, been be- 
guiled by visions of the White House and the presidency, he 
would have aspired to descend. But he did not. 

Foiling the politicians that approached him with a pleasantry, 
he declared that when the war was over he would offer himself 
as a candidate to be mayor of Galena, and, if elected, would 
have the sidewalk put in order between his house and the 
depot. He has not had a single political thought during his 
career. 
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CHAPTEB XXIV, 

THE UEUTENANT-OEMEBAL — ^RETBOSPBOT AliD PBOaPBCfT. 

Gbaitp LmrrxNAirT-GKinERAL.— Arbitxb at WABHivoTOir.— BsoooimxD at "Wn*- 
ULRD^B. — Comixflsioir pBS8ximx>.— Pbcsidxht* s ADDBS88. — Grant's bxplt. — Rs- 

YITAL or THS eBAOX.— WASHIMaTOir, SOOTT, AKD OlKAMT.— ThB MIW LAIT. 

Gbant's pxbbokal appbaranob.— Thx honor unbolioitbd.— Thb oountrt xxxds 
BDC.— What hb had donb to barn it. — ^Probpbot or rb8pon8xbilitt and daitoks. 
— Will hb buoobbd ?— Unriyallbd olobt. 

On the 2d of March, 1864, Qrant was confirmed by the 
United States Senate, in executive session, as lieutenant* 
General in the Army of the United States. This put him 
oyer all our other generals, but did not, without a special 
order, make him commander-in^hief of our armieis. • 

At five o'clock on the afternoon of Tuesday, the 8th, he 
arrived in Washington to receive his commission. He seated 
himself, unnoticed, at the dinner-table of Willard's Hotel ; 
but being discovered bysa gentleman who had seen him in 
New-Orleans — ^for his face was not even then familiar to 
Washington people — ^he was brought to his feet by the cry 
that "the hero of^Yicksburg was in the room," and by a 
storm of cheers which might well bewilder so modest a man. 
In the evening he attended the President's levee, where he' 
was the observed of all observers. 

On the afternoon of the 9th, at one o'clock, he was received 
by the President in the cabinet chamber, and was presented 
with the commission. In any one of the old European mon- 
archies, the presentation would have been made among the 
grandest surroundings. In ancient Eome, it woxdd have been 
inaugurated by a triumph like that in which Titus joined his 
father after the famous capture of Jerusalem. ^ 
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But the scene was more in keeping with our republican 
manners and the still undecided issues of the war. It was no 
time for pageants : there was no brilliant gathering, no splen- 
did staff. There were the President £md his entire cabinet ; 
General Halleck, the retiring commander-in-chief; General 
Rawlins, Grant's chief of staff; Colonel Comstock* his chief 
engineer ; Mr. Nicolay,the President's private secretary ; and 
the Honorable Owen Lovejoy, of Illinois. It was eminently 
proper that one other person should be present, and that was 
the general's eldest son, a fine boy of fourteen, the inheritor 
of his father's glory, €uid who, with such an example and such 
training, may well be incited to a life of usefulness, and per- 
haps fame. 

"When General Grant entered the executive chamber he 
was cordially received by the President, and presented to the 
cabinet. Mr. Lincoln then addressed him in the following 
-words : 

" General Grant — The nation's appreciation of what you 
have done, and its reliance upon you for what remains to be 
done in the existing great struggle, are now presented with 
this commission, constituting you Lieutenant-General in the 
Army of the United States. With this high honor devolves 
upon you also a corresponding responsibility. As the coun- 
try herein trusts you, po, under God, it will sustain you. I 
scarcely need to add, that, with what I here speak for the 
nation, goes my own hearty personal concurrence." 

General Grant, whose disinclination to make a speech has 
been already referred to, then read from a slip of paper the 
following words, which have a peculiar significance in the 
light of the great events which have since transpired : 

Mb. President — I accept the commission, with gratitude 
for the high honor conferred- With the -aid of the noble 
armies that hav/e fought on so many fields for our common 
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counby, it will be my earnest endeavor not to disappoint your 
expectations. I feel the full weight of the responsibilities 
now devolving on me ; and I know that if they are met, it will 
be due to those armies, and, above all, to the favor of that 
Providence which leads both nations and men." 

Introductions followed. Half an hour was spent in conver- 
sation with the secretaries, and this simple but important in- 
terview was ended. 

Making a rapid visit with General Meade to the Army of 
the Potomac on the 10th, he started on the morning of the 
11th for the West; and on the 10th, a special order of the 
President assigned the new lieutenant-General to the com- 
mand of all the armies. 

And here we may pause for a moment to consider what all 
this signified. 

THE NEW GRADE. 

The revival of this rank of lieutenant-general recalls to ns 
the circumstances under which it had been before conferred 
m America, and which marked two important periods in our 
history. In 1798, incident to the threatening aspect of our 
relations with France, the Congress had conferred it upon 
Washington, who, in the next year, had he lived, would have 
been a full general, the only sensible and logical rank which 
a commander-in-chief should hold. Upon Washington's 
death, the rank was discontinued. 

In the long years from February, 1849, to December, 1852, 
earnest efforts were made to confer this grade, by brevet, on 
General Winfield Scott, for his long and illustrious services to 
the country ; but his enemies* were ingenious and malignant, 
and among them the most pertinacious was the then Honorable 
Jefferson Davis. 

These two great nien were the only predecessors of Grant, 
for whom the full rank was now revived. 

The bill reviving it was introduced into the lower House 
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by Grant's constant friend, the Honorable Mr. Washbnme, 
and being referred to the Military Committee, was slightly 
amended, and finally presented to the House in the following 
form: 

" Be it enacted ly (he SeruUe and Home (f BepreaenJtaJtives (f 
the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That the 
grade of lientenant-general be, and the same is hereby, re- 
viyed in the Army of the United States of America ; and the 
Xh:Bsident is hereby authorized, whenever he shall deem it ex- 
pedient, to appoint, . by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, a commander of the army, to be selected during 
war, from among those officers in the military service of the 
United States, not below the grade of major-general, most 
distinguished for courage, slrill, and ability ; and who, being 
commissioned as Ueutenant-general, shaU be authorized, under 
the direction of the President, to ComrruLnd the armies of the 
United States. ^ 

" Seo. 2. And he it further enacted, That the lieutenant- 
general appointed as is hereinbefore provided, shall be en- 
titled to the pay, allowances, and staff specified in the fifth 
section of the act approved May 28, 1798 ; and also the al- 
lowances described. in the sixth section of the act approved 
August 23, 1842, grai^ting additional rations to certain of- 
ficers; Provided, That nothing in this bill contained shall 
be construed in any way to affect the rank, pay, or allowances 
of Winfield Scott, Lieutenant-Gteneral by brevet, now on the 
retired list of the army." 

To this, while in the course of debate, Mr. Eoss offered an 
amendment recommending General Grant for the original 
vacancy. Mr. Washbume's speech in favor of the amended 
bill is a masterly and eloquent exposition of the services of 
General Grant, and his high eulogium has been vindicated in 
detail by tlie after history. The opposition was very small ; 
a triumphant majority of one hundred and seventeen to nine- 
teen votes sent it to the Senate, who confirmed it, and on the 
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1st of March the President approved the bill, and nominated 
Grant. On the 2d, as we have said, the Senate, in executive 
session, confirmed him. Let ns add that the country, with 
one voice, hailed and sanctioned the appointment, the most 
important ever made in America. 

Perhaps we could select no better tame to give some de- 
lineations of the presence and person of the general thus 
honored. 

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS. . 

He was not quite forty-three years of age, of medium 
height, and strong, well-knit frame. His appearance, at first 
sight, is not strilcing. Careless of dress, and with no grandeur 
of air or imposing carriage, he would not attract a casual 
observer in a crowd ; but a study of his face while conversing 
with him would satisfy a physiognomist, even without a 
knowledge of his history, that he is no. ordinary man. His 
hair is full, brown, worn short, parted at the side over a full 
forehead, slightly prominent, but not protuberant at the 
brows. He has a good nose, relieved from the elegant weak- 
ness of the Grecian by a slight curve; blue eyes, sad, but 
neither dreamy nor stupid, which dilate into bold expression 
in times of action and danger ; a firm,"evenly closed mouth, 
which would express more if free from beard ; a beard of red- 
dish brown, cut close, evidently for cpnifort, and for that 
readiness of action with which the razor interferes; and a 
square, but not projecting, jaw and chin. The face, in spite 
of former critics, tells to my mind its own story fully. I see 
in it will, energy, a sense. of responsibiliiy, reticence, and 
entire self-control. If any have doubted it, let them study 
the best photographs again, and they will be convinced. 

To pass from his physiognomy to his character. He is a 
man of irreproachable life and habits; pure, humane, and 
generous. His everlasting segar deserves* a place in history, 
for it is a part of the man ; he is never without it, and his 
Begars are very strong. But excess in tobacco/depends upon 
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ihe constitation, and it eTidentiij scdts Grant. He is entirely 
wiihont ostentation in his house and table ; and his able staft 
is kept for nse, and not show.* 

In many of his orders and dispatches he has devontlj rec- 
ognized the proyidence of Ood, and his reliance upon it, as 
being the chief strength of nations and men ; and if he ever 
Bwears, the religions world may be certified that his oaths are 
in the same category with those of my Uncle Toby and of 
Washington at Monmonth. He is phlegmatic, bnt not insen- 
sible; cool, but not without enthusiasm; habitually grave, 
with a simple digniiy, but easily approachable by all, eren to 
the poorest private; in speech, laconic, but unaffected; no 
official non-committal aMont him; clear-headed, forgetting 
nothing, arranging details easily in his capacious brain, with- 
out much reliance upon red tape ; blushing when praised, and 
bearing both praise and blame with silent magnanimity. 
Above all, he combines what Ghmot has called the ** genius of 
common sense" with a determination to '* go ahead." 

Such, in brief, was the man who had made himself a model 
hero for the American people ; such' the man who had come 
to Washington, on his own merits, but not by his own solici- 
tation, to be made lieutenant-general and commander-in-chiel 
In the words of Mr. Washbume, ** No man toUh his consent has 
ever mentioned his name in convection tvith any position^ I say 
what I know to be true, when I allege that every promotion 
he has received since he first entered the service to put down 
this rebellion, was moved without his knowledge or consent. 
And in regard to this very matter of lieutenant-general, c/ter 
t/iebULwas irUrodtioed, and his name mentioned in connection there-- 
unthy he wrote me and admonished me that he had been highly 
honored already by the Oovemment, and did not ask or deserve 
any thing more in the shape (f honors or promotion; and that a 
wcoess aoer the enemy tvas what he craved above every thing dse ; 
that he only desired to hold sttch an inftuenoe over those under his 
command as to use them to the best advantage to secure that end" 
But the country had need of him ; the Government could not do 
without him, and so they saved themselves by honeying Grailt. 
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And here, wbile he stands in our narratiye at the parting of 
the ways, let ns briefly advert to the retrospect, and then 
glance at the prospect before him. 

BETBOSFEIOr* 

First, let ns see what he had done to make himself, in -vio- 
lation of the maxim of the French philosopher,* a necessary 
man to the American people. From the day of his second 
entry into the service as a colonel of volunteers, he had been 
continually in the field, and not sunning his uniform in the 
streets of our great cities. He had been constantly enlarging 
his sphere of action. His name became speedily known to 
the country, and the laconic philosophy of his dispatches 
gave the people something to take hold of and ring the 
chimes upon; some imdesignedly eloquent epigram of each 
great victory. At Fort Donelson, the '^unconditional sur- 
render" which he demanded gave a new significance tp the 
initial letters of his name. ^' I propose to move immediately 
upon your works," struck a popular chord* Hard pressed at 
Pittsburg Landing, he told Sherman a characteristic story on 
the field, illustrating the secret of victory, and ordered him to 
assume the offensive. 

After the great campaign which concluded with the capture 
of Yieksburg, he received from President Lincoln an auto- 
graph letter, magnanimously confessing that he had not been 
in favor of the plan of the campaign, and ending thus : ** I 
now wish to make a personal acknowledgment, that you were 
right and I was wrong." He had opened the Mississippi 
from the head-waters to the mud-islands of the Delta. 

In really serious straits at Chattanooga, his animals dying 
by thousands, and his men in danger of starving — ^not, how- 
ever, by any fault of his own, for he only assumed command 
to find the situation «uch — ^he had received Bragg's merciful 
message to remove the non-combatants, and had heard 

* LaBooheibacmildMiyB: ''nn>apasdlionii&eii6^eBBaaie." 
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Bra^s characteristic boast that in three days' time Grant's 
army would be flying in hungry disorder to Nashyille ; where- 
as, in three days' time, Bragg's disordered hosts, flanked and 
beaten in front, were flying southward before Grant's attack. 

He had asked for nothing from the Government ; had re- 
frised to make capital by making speeches ; would not be ap- 
proached on political questions ; escaped, except when cor- 
nered, from public demonstrations, public dinners, and the 
like; and now the young man, unknown to the public four 
years before — ^wood-dealer, collector, farmer, leather-dealer, 
and yet always an honest man and a gentleman — ^had come 
to Washington to receive his reward, the very greatest to 
which an American had ever attained. 

FB0S7E0T. 

But it was something far more and far different. We have 
glanced at the^ retrospect : let us look for a moment at the 
nature of the prosx>ect — ^not simply, as before, one of partial 
trial and danger and glory, but of a sole and crushing respon- 
sibility. As his hand grasped the glittering wreath, it turned 
magically into a flaming sword, and a voice, like apocalyptic 
thunders, cried " Onward 1" The stars shone, indeed, but 
only to disclose dimly in the darkness new dangers, new 
struggles, vigils never intermitted ; and it was a very bold 
man indeed — one of sleepless soul, indomitable courage, and 
undying patriotism, who, amid the roaring Bed Sea of battle, 
the breakers of official dictation, the misapprehension of pro- 
found plans by an impatient and impressible public, who saw 
only the surface, and last, but not least, the Syrtis Major of 
politics — could assume such a charge at such a time, even with 
all its honors. ' Would he flutter and flounder and fall, like 
the hii5rtK)rical dignitaries of other days, and like the many ex- 
perimental generals of our own times, who were tasked above 
their powers, and failed miserably? Or would he succeed 
completely* and achieve a colossal, an unrivalled fame? 
Surely, in the latter case, would be applicable^ him the 
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words uttered by the eloquent Tolly to the clement CsesBr, in 
which he declares, that in the praise then accorded, the great 
general has neither riyal nor sharers ; it is heyond the power 
of cohort, centurion, or prefect.* He stands alone. 

* " At Yeto hui^ glorl«» C. Cmmi, qaun m panic aate ftdeptot, sodiim 
habei nemiiiem : totnm hoe qnantoiBCiiinqiie est^ quod eerie nMaimiaa est^ 

totam eet, inqoam, tnnm. Nihil ex ista lande oentario, nihil pnefeciiu^ nihil 
eohon^ nihil toima deoeipit."— OaAT. fko M. Mabcello^ n. 7. 
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CHAPTEE XXV. 

THE OONDtTOT OP THE WAB. 

9 

GmAjnr'e ooHvioTiom.— Svil0 to bx xbxkdibd.— Tbs mw fi^h.— Thb oxbat mx- 

▲TBB— How OOODPnCD.— ThB BXBXL ABMIXS.— LbB and JoHirSTOK. — OUS OPPOSING 

ABMIB8.— Baitka dt VixanriA. — DouBorioire to Gjdtxbal BDTLXB.^SiaxL'B or- 
sTBUonom. 

Befobe proceeding to follow the personal moyements of 
Lieutenant-Q^neral Grant, as he accompanied the Axmj of 
the Potomac, shared its fortunes, and generally directed its 
movements, let ns now panse for a moment to glance at the 
whole field, and present a summary of his plans and purposes 
as the director and supervisor of all the campaigns. His clear 
and capacious mind had been silently at work on the great 
problem, before his appoin'tment as general-in-chief. He had 
long been impressed with the idea that the operations must 
be continuous and imremitting, without regard to weather, 
season, or climate. 

We had an active, brave, and desperate enemy. The 
absolute despotism of the Confederate government enabled it 
to bring into the service every man and boy capable of bear- 
ing arms ; and if the enemy was inferior in numbers and in 
resources, that was more than counterbalanced by manifest 
advantages. He was able to move always upon interior lines, 
and stood upon a general defensive, which he could easily 
turn into an offensive. He could transport troops with ease, 
in order to mass the same bodies, at different times, against 
our separate armies. Seeking the strong X)oints, he could 
abandon territory at pleasure, without losing in a military 
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point of view. While our armies were resting or inactive, by 
reason of weather «nd roads, he conld furlongh a portion of 
every force, to plant crops or provide supplies, calling them 
together, as soon as threatened, to resist our new advance. 
Those who were nnfit to take the field, were employed in 
general preparations, and as provosts in collecting and retnm- 
ing deserters. 

On the other hand, we had a very large territory to hold 
and garrison, sarronnded by a hostile population ; extensive 
communications by land and water to protect ; and increased 
difficulty in providing supplies, the further we advanced. Inde- 
pendent action of our armies, at the East and West, had been 
productive of great eviL As in a baulky team, the " pull aU 
together" was wanting ; and it had frequently happened that 
a victory in the East was partially neutraUzed by disasters 
at the West, and vice versa. All this Grant had seen and 
deplored. 

GBAirr'S FUBPOSE. 

The plans of the lieutenant-general may be thus epitomized. 
Starting with the postulate that the sole object confided to 
him was to destroy the military power of the rebellion^ and feel- 
ing sure that, this done, its whole power, 'its life indeed, would 
be destroyed. Grant proposed — First: To counterpoise the 
enemy's interior advantages, by engaging him at all important 
points at once and continuoufi(ly> that he might not shift his 
troops as before, without exposing weak points where he 
would readily be beaten. Second: To make unrelenting war 
against his main armies. Beat them if possible ; but if that 
could not be done at once, wear them out by constant shocks 
and constant attrition. In the latter case, he saw that force 
of numbers alone woidd, in the end, produce the desired result. 
He depended greatly, also, and not without reason, upon the 
valor and skill of our armies ; and the country depended, with 
entire confidence, upon him. 
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THE GBEAT THEATBE. 

Let US now cast a glance oia the condition of a£Fairs in the 
vast theatre, and the positions of oar forces, when he assumed 
command of the whole. 

L The seacoast was almost entirely blockaded by onr navy^ 
and the foreign resources of the rebels reduced almost to zero. 
We had footholds at many points. Plymouth, Washington, 
and Newbem, in North Carolina, had Union garrisons. We 
were in possession of Beaufort, Folly Island, Morris Island, 
Hilton Head, Port Boyal, in South Carolina ; Fort Pulaski, in 
Georgia ; Femandiaa, St. Augustine, Key West, and Pensa- 
cola, in Florida ; New Orleans, with its river approaches, in 
Louisiana; and a small garrison at the mouth of the Bio 
Grande. 

n. The Mississippi Biver, thanks to Grant and his gallant 
army, was ours in its entire length. It was strongly garri- 
soned at all points, from St. Louis to its mouth. The entire 
line of the Arkansas was also in our possession ; so that we 
were armed masters of all the coimtry lying west of the Mis- 
sissippi and north of the Arkansas. We alsp held a few 
points in Southern Louisiana, west of the Mississippi, but not 
far from the river. AU the remaining Trans-Mississippi terri- 
tory was in rebel possession, and held by a force of not less 
than eighty thousand meii. Of this force, however, it must 
be observed, that it had become somewhat disintegi^ted by 
inaction and want of opposition by our armies ; so that one- 
half of it was in a state of partial disbandment, but could 
easily be called out when needed to join' the garrisons. Suf- 
fice it to say, that the- rebel army west of the riyer was quite 
large enough, with the numerous guerrilla bands, and the 
dangerous, because secret, co-operation of a disloyal and 
bitter population, to render it necessary to employ a large 
force in order to keep the river open to the navigation of our 
fleets and commerce, and to give protection to the loyal men 
-—few, but marked men — ^in the coimtry west of it. 

TTT. If we look east of the Mississippi at this juncture, we 
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shall find that we held substantiallj the line of the Tennessee 
and the Holston, including nearly all of Tennessee. South of 
Chattanooga, in G^rgia, we kept a small f oo4^old, soon to be 
of greater importance, but now occupied to keep the enemy 
from marching up and attacking our garrisons in East Ten- 
. nessee. 

rV. While we had an armed occupancy of Western Vir- 
ginia, the rest of Virginia, with certain important exceptions, 
was in the rebel hands. We had a small portion at the north, 
the line of the Potomac. We also held Norfolk, Fortress Mon- 
roe, and a small surrounding country, and the ground occu- 
pied by the Army of the Potomac, then lying north of the 
Bapidan. 

To supply the troops, in these widely distant localities, was 
a colossal task. To guard the routes of communication and 
supply, by roads and rivers, against raids, guerrilla bands, 
and a bitterly liostile people, was a subordinate but most 
troublesome and annoying duty, subsidizing large numbers of 
men. 

* TH M KEBEL ABIOES. 

The principal armies of .the Confederacy, at this period, 
were those under Lee, in Virginia, and Johnston, in Georgia. 
Lee, the ranking officer in the Confederate army, was person- 
ally in command of the Army of Virginia, posted along the 
south bank of the Bapidan, from strong intrenchments on 
Mine Bun, westward, covering Bichmond and threateaiDg 
Washington. Lee was an excellent general, clear-headed, 
quick in the disposition of a battle-field, cool and brave, the 
military idol of the Confederacy. He had generally acted 
on the defensive, but was always ready to turn it into the 
offensive, in which he had made mistakes, like that at Oettys- 
burg, which would have killed the reputation of any other 
Confederate general But his reputation had a more solid 
basis in the affection of the Confederate people, and was to 
receive still additional glories in the Titanic battles about to 
follow with his greater antagonisti Grant 
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Johnston, to whom our readers have abready been intro- 
duced, commanded the second great army, at Dalton. With 
this he covered Atlanta, a great raihroad centre, where four of 
the principal raibrbads terminate, — ^a depot for cotton and 
breadstuffs, equally a centre for foundries, machine-shops, 
and military magazines, and therefore of "ntal importance to 
the rebels. 

Forrest, with a large force of cavaby, was operating in 
Northeastern Mississippi ; while the Shenandoah Valley, por- 
tions of Western Virginia, and the extreme eastern angle of 
Tennessee, were in the enemy's hands. Besides these armies 
and forces now mentioned, there were garrisons of various 
size at the points on the seacoast, which we had blockaded. 

To speak technically, the objective points of the campaign 
were lUchmond, Atlanta, and the rebel amues which covered 
them ; each city and its covering army merging into one 
objective, as we should drive the enemy back within the city 
defences. 

OUB OPFOSING ASIOES. 

To oppose and destroy the army of Lee, and to capture 
Bachmond, was the work assigned to the Army of the Po-* 
tomac, with certain co-operating columns. This army was 
commanded by* Major-General George Gordon Meade, and 
its exploits will constitute the chief material for the remainder 
of our narrative. Lieutenant-General Grant was to accom- 
pany it. 

ijlie.army of Johnston was to be driven back, and Atlanta 
taken, by the army of Major-General William T. Sherman, 
now at Chattanooga. This officer, upon Grant's promotion, 
had been placed in command of the Military Division of the 
Mississippi, and was thus the director of sJl the forces from 
the Mississippi *to the Alleghames,i;ogether with the Depart- 
ment of Arkansas, west of the Mississippi ; but he was to lead 
in person the army against Johnston. He was entirely in 
Grant's confidence, had had long conversations with the 

utenant-general, and knew his desires thoroughly, even 
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withont a written word. The instructioM, therefore, were 
very general. He was to beat Johnston's army, destroy it if 
possible, and march down as far as possible into the enemy's 
country. On no accoxmt was he to let Johnston slip away 
and join Lee in Virginia. If he should attempt it, Sherman 
was to follow in hot haste, and neutralize him. Orant prom- 
ised equally not to let large re-enforcements go from Lee to 
Johnston, to crush Sherman. ^The orders were very general, 
but the sequel proved that the trust reposed in Sherman was 
very just 

BANKS. 

Major-General N. P. Banks, commanding the Department 
of the Gulf, was just going up the Bed Biver on an expedi- 
tion to Shreveport, Louisiana, which had been organized be- 
fore Qrant assumed the command in chief. The orders sent 
to Banks were general, but, in the light of after events, im- 
portant. He was directed to take Shreveport without delay : 
or in the event of its requiring ten or fifteen days over the 
time for which Sherman had sent him troops, he should send 
•them back to their commands at the specified time, even should 
this make it necessary to abandon the main purpose of the 
Bed Biver expedition ; for this force was absolutely necessary 
to Sherman in his movements east of the Mississippi If he 
succeeded in taking Shreveport, he might hold it with an ade- 
quate force, but must take the bulk of his troops back to New 
Orleans, which might soon become the point of departure for 
an attack upon Mobile. 

"We need not dwell long upon the further instructions to 
General Banks. They were explicit on all the great points. 
If successful, he was to turn over the defence of the Bed Biver* 
to General Steele and the navy. Except the pied-d-terre on 
the Bio Grande, which could be held by four thousand men 
well rntxenched, a service for which the colored troops might 
in part be used, he was to abandon Texas entirely. A reduc- 
tion might be made in the garrisons on the Mississippi, from 
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Port Hudson to New Orleans, and elsewhere in his depart- 
ment, and he would thus have thirty thousand effectives with 
which to move against Mobile, in co-operation with other 
troops which Orant promised to send hinu In the advance 
on Mobile, which was to be a combined movement' with the 
navy, he was to arrange with Admiral Farragut ; bni Orant 
soggested Pasoagonla as a base. Profound secrecy was en- 
joined npon him. 



m TIBGINIA. 

In considering the problem to be enoonntered and solved 
by the Army of the Potomac, more than one plan suggested 
itself. The primary, all-transcending instructions were to at* 
tack Lee, and wherever he went, to follow him. Of the feasi- 
ble plans which presented themselves, the first was to cross 
the Bapidan below Lee's army, move rapidly upon his right 
flank, and turn or crush it. 

The second, to cross above, and turn or threaten Lee's left 

By adopting the second plan, he would put Lee into great 
concern about Bichmond, and make it impossible for him to 
move his army, or send large raiding parties northward. But 
this would separate him from direct, easy, and constantiy 
shortening lines of communication with Butler. He could 
only move with a certain supply of rations, and if unsuo- 
oessfol in beating Lee, must return to his base when those 
'were out. 

The first plan promised more. By crossing below he could 
Approach Butier and Bichmond, and force Lee to move down 
-with him, or abandon Bichmond and his base. It is true that 
Lee might move northward; but this involved a desperate 
purpose, and wonderful, almost miraculous fortune. In any 
event, Lee always moved upon an interior line and apted upon 
the defensive. 

The first plan was adopted ; and in carrying it out, never did 
Grant assume a more difficult task and a greater responsibil- 
ity. It was enough to appal the stoutest heart QRiere are 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



274 ORAKT AND HIS CAXSAiaNS. 

few men besidds Grant who would hare undertaken it ; indeed 
there were many who were opposed to it, and who expected 
its failnre. 

The plane being definitely adopted, all the armies were busy 
in preparation. Expecting to moye with the Army of the Po- 
tomac, he oonM issue to it daily orders. To the forces directly 
co-operating with it, his instructions were giTen specifically in 
writing. 

niKEOnOKS TO OBRBBAL BtTTLEB. 

As early as April 2, General Grant had informed Butler of 
his plans, — that all were to co-operate energetically, and that 
as all the forces could not be united, two or three lai^e ones 
were to co-operate in a common purpose. As, by concert of 
action, these should approach each other, the territory to be 
guarded would decrease in extent, and the entire force of the 
enemy, in aU portions, be employed at the same time. The 
conclusion of the matter was, that while the Army of the Po- 
tomac was to take care of Lee's army and i^proach Bieh- 
mond, Butler was to move directly upon Bichmond by the 
south side of the James. For this purpose he had .twenty 
thousand men, — ^to be joined by Gillmore, who was to be at 
City Point on or about the 18& of April, with ten thousand 
more in transports, brought from the Department of the 
South. This body Gillmore was to command ; and General 
William F. Smith was sent to Butler to command the remaijv 
der of the forces in the field. 

With this force Butler was to moye up the James and take 
City Point, intrench himself there, and make instant prepara- 
tions to take the field. When ready he was to advance, hug- 
ging the south bank of the riyer closely. If Grant should 
force Lee back to Bichmond, the two armies could speedily be 
* joined. Enjoining upon him to use his cavalry to cut the 
railroad about Hick's Ford, and at other points, he left all 
nunor details to Butler. 

On the 16th of April these instructions were substantially 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TBB ODNDUOT OF THE WAR. 276 

reiterated ; and on the, 19th, Bntler was directed to begin his 
movement when Meade should move with *the Army of the 
Potomac from Culpepper. Orant farther informed him that 
if he coxdd succeed in so investing Bichmond as to make his 
left flank rest upon the James Biver above the city, he 
would join him there, if he succeeded in driving Lee back. 
In any case, Butler must so operate as to keep a large 
force in Bichmond, or south of it, and away from Lee's 
army. 

Beffldes the written instructions, Ghrant had a personal in- 
terview and long conference with Butler ; and both Butler and 
Meade distinctly understood that, in last resort, Grant's pur- 
pose was to move across the James, and take position on the 
south, — ^the Vicksburg tactics sKghtly modified. 

Butler was ako informed of the great — ^if secondary — ^import- 
ance of occupying Petersburg, while Bichmond was his prin- 
cipal objective. 

SIGEL'S INSTBUCrnONS. 

General Sigel had command of our forces in Western Vir- 
ginia, in the Shenandoah Valley, and in defence of the fron- 
tiers of Maryland and Pennsylvania. Grant directed him 
to organize for two co-operating expeditions southward, one 
from Beverly and the other from Charleston, to be commanded 
respectively by Generals Ord and Crook. But just at this junc- 
ture General Ord was relieved at his own request, and the ex- 
pedition from Beverly was abandoned. Two colimms were 
substituted ; — one, ten thousand strong, to move under .Crook, 
on the Eanawha; and the other, seven thousand strong, 
under Sigel in person, up the Shenandoah. The former was 
directed to take Lewisburg, and move down the Tennes- 
see Bailroad, destroying the New Biver Bridge, and the salt- 
works at Saltsville, which were of incalculable value to the 
enemy. 

We shall recur to all these projects where they take their 
places as distinct movements in the chronological order. 
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Pending the manoeuvres of the principal armies uudear 
Grant against Lee and Bichmond, and under Sherman against 
Johnston, all other organizations were actively employed in 
protecting onr extended lines, and communication between 
the loyal States and the armies. 
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FBEPABATIONB FOB THB FIKAL OAMPAIGK. 



GBAar^a AnroinrosiEsirr to tex ABMixa.— At "Wasbikotoh.— Tbs Ajuct or raa 
PoTOMAo.— Gbnxral Mxadx«— Ths abmt bxobganxzsd. — FuTH CoRPft— Sboohi> 
— Sirra.— Thb Nikth Cosps. — ^Thk ohabaotsb ow thb abxy. — Gbaxt's sTAnr. 

-^MXADB'a OHIBf, AUD A]>J1ITAaT'«BHXBAL, 

Obamt had left Washington shortly after receiving the ap- 
pointment of lientenant-General, and was at Nashville at the 
time that Mr. Lincoln's order was issued promoting him to 
the supreme command. He immediately announced it to the 
armies, by embodying it in the following order : 



HBADaVABTBBS 07 THB AbKIXS 07 THB UvinED STATBS, 

NABHviLLBy TsHir., Maroh 17, 1804. 

In ponnianoe of the foiUofwing order of the Prerident : 

" ExBOOTivB Makbxov, Washihotoh, March 10, 1864. 
** Under the aTithority of the act of Congresa to appoint to the grade of 
Hentenant-general in the arm^r, of March 1, 1864, Lientenant-General Ulyases 
8. Grant, United States Anny, ia appointed to the oommand of the annies of the 
United States. 

Atihaham Lincoln.'' 

I aaERune oommand of the armiee of the United States. Headquarters wiU be 
in the field, and, until ftirther orders, will be with the Army of the Potomac 
There wHl be an o^ce-headqoarters in Washington, to which all official oom- 
mnnications will be sent, except those from the army where the headquarters 
are at the date of their address. 

U. S. Grant, LieatenantXSenersL 
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The following is the Qeneral Order of the "Wax Depart* 
ment : 

OxNiERAif Orders, No. 98. 

Wab DxPABTMXirr, Adjutaht-6khxra.l'8 OmoB, 
WASHEtroTOir, M«roIi IS, 1864. 

The PraBideiit of the United StatcB orden as follows : 

Mrsi. Miyor-Genenl Halleck is, at his own request, relleyed from duty as 
general-in-chief of the armj, and Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant is assigned 
to the command of the armies of the United States. The headqaarters of the 
Bxmy will be in Washington, and also with lientenant-General Gtant in the 
field. 

Second, Mijor-General Halleck is assigned to dntj in Washington, as chief 
of staff of the army, nnder the direction of the Secretary of War and the Liea- 
tenant-General commanding. His orden will be obeyed and respected aooord- 

Tfdrd. Miyor-Geneial W. T. Sherman is assigned to the command of the 
Military Division of the AOsassippi, composed of tiie Departments of the Ohio, 
the Cumberland, the Tennessee, and the Arkansas. 

JPburth, Major-General J. B. McPherson is assigned to the command of the 
Department and Army of the Tennessee. 

FyVL In relieving Major-General Halleck from duty as general-in-chief, 
the President desires to express his approbation and thanks for tiie Bealous 
manner in which the arduous and responsible duties of that position haye been 
performed 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. To^^sJSNl), Assistant Adjutant-General. 

On the 23d of March, six days afterwards, he arriyed in 
Washington, accompanied by Mrs. Grant and his eldest son. 
'Of his militarj family, only Gteneral Bawlins and three of his 
staflF were with him. The eyes of the whole nation were upon 
him, and their hopes strong that he would not dictate the 
movements from Washington. It was, therefore, with tl e 
greatest satisfaction that both eyes and hopes followed him 
immediately to his new headquarters in the field. Loyal men 
drew a long breath when they found he was going to conduct 
the campaign against Lee in person. The spirits of all were 
raised, and the confidence of all was reposed in this one man 
whom God had raised up to deliver us. His movable head- 
quarters were at once fixed with the Army of the Potomac, at 
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Culpepper Ciotirthoase, and it was manifest that he proposed 
to himself the most difficult task of all. This army he pro- 
ceeded at once to reorganize in the manner best suited to his 
purposes. Intending no disparagement to certain command- 
ers -who were remoyed at his suggestion, and transferred to 
other parts of the theatre of war, he selected those with ^hom 
he thought he could* work best, for purposes either of inde- 
pendent command or concert of action. His selections were 
extremely judicious. 

THE ABMT OF THE POTOMAC — GENERAL ITEADE. 

General Meade, the hero of Gettysburg — that ever-memo- 
rmble battle, which saved the Bepublic in one crisis of its fate — 
regarded by the army as a commander of the first rank, was 
retained in command of the Army of the Pototnac. And here 
*we may pause to consider the relations of these two officers. 
Grant had undoubtedly in an especial manner the charge 
and control of the campaign, and could at his pleasure direct 
the movement of any portion of the Army of the. Potojnac ; 
but, in a general statement, we may say, that while he directed 
vhat movements were to be made, Meade had the handling of 
that army, and all the details of battle ^were in his hands. 
He was to Grant what the corps commanders were to him ; 
and nobly throughout that campaign did Meade co-operate 
with Grant, doubtless sometimes hushing the utterances of 
those finer sensibilities which must occasionally have struggled 
£»r expression, on account of the necessary but somewhat 
anomalous condition of his relations to the supreme chief.* 

* General Grant's words are : " Commanding all the armies, as I did, I 
tntA, as Celt as posmble, to leave General Meade in independent command of 
ifckd Army of the Potomac M7 instructions for that army were all through 
him, and were geDeral in their nature, leaving all the details and execution to 
him. The campaigns that followed proved him to be the right man In the 
right plaM. His comTuanding always in the presence of an officer superior to 
him in ranS;:, has drawji from him mudi of that pablio attention which his 
leal aad a^Uit/ -mvIvju^ him to, and which he wonld otherwise have zeoeiyed." 

- c- - Q- - 
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Until the flood of detailed reports is poured into the lap of 
history, the country can never know how much it owes to 
Meade for the campaign we are now about to describe. The 
army is always spoken of as Grant's army; the dispatches 
were sent through Grant's headquarters ; and his presence in 
the field gave him not only the entire responsibility, but, in 
the pubUc eye, the entire praise for wliat was done. Every 
pa^ of the following narrative will show us the great glory 
of Grant ; and we speak with authority when we say, that he 
would not detract for a moment from the masterly skill, the 
labors, the valor, and the constancy of Gteneral Meade, which 
endured even to the end. To these, indeed, the lieutenant- 
General has borne public testimony, in recommending General 
Meade for promotion as a major-general in the regular army, 
a position he nobly deserved, and which he now holds. 

Bemembering this, our readers will not expect from us an 
attempt to make the difficult distinction, at all ;>oint8 of the 
campaign, between the functions of the lieutenant-General 
and General Meade. At times, however, we shall make snch 
a designation. 

THE ABHT EEOBGAKIZED. 

The army was reorganized on the 24th of March. The 
corps were consolidated, and reduced to three — the Fifth, 
Second, and Sixth. Without giving the details of consoUda- 
tion, arrangement, and transfer of divisions, we may present 
the general organization and strength of these corps, as fol- 
lows. 

The Fifth Corps was commanded by Major-General Gouv- 
emeur K. Warren, a young officer of engineers, who had been 
rapidly promoted on account of his dashing valor, his skill in 
handling troops, and his devotion to his military profession. 
He had been particularly distinguished at Bristoe Station. 
His corps consisted of four divisions, commanded respectively 
by> Generals Wadsworth, Crawford, Robinson, and Griffin. 
The commanders of brigades were Ayres, Cutter^ Baxter^ 
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J. F. Barflett, Barnes, and Bice, all veterans by reason of 
continnoos serrice in the present war. 

The Second Corps was commanded by Major-General Win- 
field Scott ELancock, an officer of infantry, who had received 
an appointment in the Quartermaster's Department ; who had 
also risen with great rapidity ; and who, in bearing, personal 
appearance, splendid gallantry, and influence over his troops, 
folly deserves the epithet which he received at Williamsburg — 
''Hancock the Superb." His divisions were commanded in 
the following order: by Generals Barlow, Gibbon, Bimey, 
and Carr. The brigade commanders were Gtenerals Webb, 
Owen, Ward, Alexander Hayes, and Mott; and Colonels 
Miles, Smyth, Frank, Brooke, Carrol, and Brewster. Colonel 
Tidball was chief pf artillery. 

The Sisth Corps was under Major-General John Sedgwick, 
highly esteemed as an officer, and greatly beloved as a man, 
throughout the army. Originally an officer oj^ artillery, he 
had been made, before the war, a colonel of cavalry ; and by 
his services since, he had risen to the first rank, having more 
than once been offered command of the Army of the Potomac, 
which his modesty caused him to decline. His division com- 
manders were Generals H. G. Wright, Getty, and Prince ; 
and the brigades were commanded by Generals Torbert, 
Shaler, Wheaton, Neill, Eustis, and BusseU; and Colonels 
Upton, Bumham, and Grant. Colonel C. H. Tompkins com- 
manded the artillery. 

The reserve park of artillery was under the general direc- 
tion of Brigadier-General Henry J. Hunt, chief *of artillery ; 
and under the immediate command of Colonel H. S. Burton, 
of the Fifth Artillery. 

A biigade of engineer troops, and the ponton-trains, were 
under the command of Major (now General) James C. Ihiane, 
of the United States Engineers. The immense park of supply- 
wagons was directed by Brigadier-General Bufns Ingalls, 
chief quartermaster. 

The cavalry of the entire army was consolidated under 
General Philip H. Sheridan, an officer of Begular Infantry^ 
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who Lad already distingtiished himself in the Southwesi^ and 
whose services in this campaign were to fill the country wiili 
his fame. 

Of the principal commanders in the former army, Major- 
Generals Sykes, French, Newton, Pleasonton, and Brigadier- 
Generals Kenly, Spinola, and Meredith, were relieTed and 
sent to oiher fields. General Kilpatrick was ordered to Gen- 
eral Thomas for assignment to a cavalry command. 

THE NINTH COBPS. 

The Ninth Corps, composed in part of colored troops, who 
were now for the first time fighting for their country, and 
who, after the experience of Fort Pillow and Plymouth, felt 
that there was no surrender for them, had been recruiting at 
Annapolis. It was commanded by General A. E. Bumside, 
already well known to the world as the captor of Boanoke and 
Newbem, and for his ill success at Fredericksburg. It was 
reviewed by President Lincoln on the 23d of April ; and then, 
dispelling all doubts as to its destination, it was marched at 
once to -Culpepper, to join the Army of the Potomac. 

THE OHABAGTER OF THE ABIMT. 

Grant had an aggregate force of one hundred and forty thou- 
sand men, with which to move upon his greatest campaign, bear- 
ing with him the hopes, the prayers, and the confidence of the 
country. As to its character, we may be permitted to say that it 
was as good an army as it was possible to produce, taking into 
consideration the rapidity of its organization, and the great 
numbers of new troops. Its generals were good men and 
true, thoroughly schooled and tested by former services ; the 
lieutenant-general. General Meade, and all the corps com- 
manders, most of the division, and many of the brigade com- 
manders, were graduates of the Military Academy at West 
Point. The men were of admirable material, but many of them 
new troops, who had never been under fire before, and de- 
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pended, therefore, npoB the nuclei] 
tkey were formed, and upon the 
of the company and regimental officers^SiirgSteilJLi^' com- 
manding them ; and here, what had been the weak point of 
the Army of the Potomac, as indeed of all our armies, in the 
early stages of the war, had grown into robustness kad 
strength. The subordinate officers who had been at first 
appointed, were^ uninstructed and unfitted to command the 
meiu The generals directed the movements, and the men 
carried them out as well as they could ; and the successes of 
the best manoeuvres would frequently not have been achieved 
had it n6t been for the superior intelligence, bravery, and 
dash of the private soldiers, who had left their homes with 
their Uves in their hands in defence of the country. But now, 
we have the authority of competent judges for saying, all this 
was changed. The worthless had been weeded out ; brave 
men had risen from the ranks; and a new generation of 
officers, who had become so afl;er hard service, directed the 
men, and w^e connected with them by a sympathy of the 
strongest kind. 

The following officers composed the staff of General Grant 
in the field : 

Brigadier-General John A. Bawlins, chief of staff; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel T. S. Bowers, assistant adjutant-general ; 
Ldeutenant-Oolonef 0. B. Oomstock, senior aid-de-camp ; 
Ldeutenant-Golonel Orville E. Babcock, aid-de-camp; lieu- 
tenant-Colonel F. T. Dent, aid-de-camp ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
' Horace Porter, aid-de-camp ; Lieutenant-Colonel W. L. Dupp, 
assistant inspector-generjJ ; Lieutenant-Colonel W. B, Bow- 
ley, secretary; Lieutenant-Colonel Adam Badeau, secre- 
tary ; Captain E. S. Tarker, assistant adjutant-general ; Cap- 
tain George K. Leet, assistant adjutant-general, in charge 
of office at Washington ; Captain P. T. Hudson, aid-de-feamp ; 
Captain H. W. Janes, assistant quartermaster, on duty at 
headquarters ; First-Lieutenant William Dunn, junior, Eighty- 
third Lidiana Volunteers, acting aid-de-camp. 
General Meade's chief of staff was Major-General A. A. 
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Humphreys, a field-o^jHV of engineers, who, as a division 
commander, had**giiilied reputation at Gettysburg. His 
adjutant-general was General Seth Williams,- an officer of 
the greatest yalud, on account of his ready, rapid, and systejik' 
atic discharge of the duties of his department. 

From what.has been said, it will be seen that Grant's pro- 
gramme was an admirable one, and the prospect bright. If 
the collateral movements of Butler and Sigel shoidd be sac* 
cessfcd, and the southern communication cut off by Peters- 
burg and Lynchburg, Lee, although holding an interior po- 
sition, and acting upon the defensive, would be obliged to di- 
vide his forces, and Grant's march to il^chmond would be 
comparatively easy. But if they &iled, Lee could concen- 
trate upon Grant, and give him the more difficult task. 
Grant had a right to expect the success of these movements ; 
but, as the sequel proved, he was fortunate in not placing 
entire dependence upon them. The resources of a great gen- 
eral consist in many alternatives, and in rapid modifications 
of his plans, when they are thwarted by the failure of subor- 
dinates or the hazardous chances of war. Such resources 
Grant was to find necessary in the impending campaign. 
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OHAPTEB XXYIL 
THE GBOsama ov the bubioon. 

Aix BiAm-.—GBAiiT iu.Kn nvAX* raxPASATioirs.— TbJi Foamov of.thb abmt.^ 
Ln'a pocinov.— Trx roads.— Thx Wiu>BB]rxn.'MBAi>B'8 obdkb.— Thb oohps 
vovx.— Plavs ajtd oouKTXBPULm.— Thb bsbbls oome up ra ooLvior. — Ewxlx. 

<nr OUB BX«HT, BT THB TDBHPIXX. 

EvEBT thing wfts now in readiness for the Army of the 
Potomac to move. Dnring the month of April^ re-enforce- 
ments had been pouring in. Grant makes a touir of inspec- 
tion ; examines into the details of the organization ; clears the 
amy of citizens and sutlers ; is closeted with the authorities 
at Washington, receiving their directions, and explaining to 
them his purposes ; visits Batler's command, and gives general 
directions for the control of all the armies. And, just eight 
weeks from the day of receiving his commission as Ueutejnant- 
general, he issues the order of advance, to turn, if possible, 
the right flank of the enemy. 

The position of the Army of the Potomac, just before the 
grand movement, was along the north bank of the Bapidan, 
confronting and watching the army of* General Lee. That 
army, composed of the corps of Ewell, Hill, and Long- 
street, and the cavahy under J. E. 1^. Stuart, lay upon and 
near the south bank of the river, with its front strongly pro- 
tected by field-works. The left flank was covered by the 
Bapidan, and the mountains lying near Orange Courthouse ; 
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and the right flank by a well-intronohed line firom Morton's 
Ford to Mine Bun. 

General Lee awaited the deyelopment of Grant's plans, as 
to whether he wonld attempt to torn his left or his right, or 
attack him boldly in front The first of these, perhaps, was that 
which he anticipated. To thwart them all, his intrenchments 
lay along the river and Mine Bun, from a point three miles 
below Bacoon Ford, and his lines extended twenty miles on 
each side of Orange Courthouse. Ewell and Hill were 
nearest liie river. Longstreet's corps, which had just returned 
from East Tennessee, where it had been wintering since his 
terrible repulse at Knoxville, was within easy supporting dis- 
tance, near Gordonsville. 

The plan of Grant was to cross the river below, and, by a 
sudden movement, turn Lee's right flank, and cut him off from. 
Bichmond ; then, by fierce battles, to beat him and destroy 
his army. Li case of failure in these plans, his alternative 
was to force him back by marching by the left flank, and by 
this flank movement to follow him to Bichmond, 



THE BOADS. 

A glance at the map will show two roads running from 
Orange Courthouse to Fredericksburg — ^the turnpike and the 
plankroad ; the former tolerably straight, and the latter tor- 
tuous, but in a general parallel direction. 

Let it be particularly observed, to a proper understanding 
of the movement, that the Stevensburg plankroad r us from 
Culpepper Courthouse to and across Germanna F rJ, in a 
southeasterly direction, crosses the turnpike before m 3iitioned| 
and terminates in the plankroad. At the junction of th^ 
plankroad and the turnpike is the old Wilderness tavern. 
Five miles beyond, at the junction of the two plankroads, is the 
old church. The Brock road leads southeasterly to Spottsyl- 
vania Courthouse. 

To reach this latter point, and thus pass through the Wil- 
derness, if possible, without encountering Iiee's columns, wafl 
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Grant's desire ; f or, that jonctaon once being secure, Lee's po- 
sition on the Bapidan was tamed, ^and several roads to Bioh- 
mond were laid open to ns. 

THE WILDEKNESS. 

The Wilderness is a broken table-land, covered over with 
dense nndergrowthy with but few clearings, in which the rebels 
could conceiJ themselves, which proved a ^formidable obstacle 
to our advance. It was intersected by numerous cross-roads, 
generallj narrow, and bounded on either side with a dense 
growth of low-limbed and scraggy pines, stiff and bristling 
chinkapins, and scrub-oaks. The undergrowth was principally 
of hazeL There were many deep ravines, but not sufficiently 
precipitous to offer us much trouble on that account; the 
principal difficulty being in the almost impenetrable xmder- 
growth, which would impede our advance in line of battle, 
and render the artillery almost useless. Besides the cross- 
roads mentioned, a few wood-roads pass through the Wilder- 
ness in all directions, and were known to Lee and not to Qrant^ 

With these preliminary remarks, let us now come to the 
passage of the river. 

On the 3d of May, General Meade issued a stirring order 
to the Army of the Potomac, which was read to every organ- 
ization.* 



• HXUDQUABTSBS AbXT OT TBX PoTOXAO, 

May 8, 1864. 

SoLDUEBS— Again jou are called upon to adyanoe on the enemies of joor 
oonntiy. The time and the occasion are deemed opportune hj yonr command- 
ing general to addresB joa a Ipw words of confidence and caution. Yon have 
been reorganized, strengthened, and taHj equipped in every respect Yon 
form a part of the seyeral armies of your country — ^the whole under an able 
and distinguished general, who eigoys the confidence of the Government, the 
people, and the army. Your movement being in co-operation with others^ it is 
of the utmost importance that no effi>rt should be spared to make it successfol. 

Soldiers 1 The eyes of the whole country are looking with anxious hope 
to the blow you are about to strike in the most sacred cause that ever called 
men to arms. Beta e m b er your homes, your wives, and chndren ; and bear in 
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THE CORPS MOTE. 

At midnight, on the 3d, (General Wilson, with the Third 
Gavahry Division, moved to Gbrmanna Ford, with an eng^eer 
party and ponton-train, to prepare for the crossing of the 
infantry at that point. Gregg's division of oavahy proceeded 
at the same hour to make similar preparations for the crossing 
at 'ELy's Ford. After laying the pontons, Wilson's division 
marched forward to the old Wilderness tavern and Chancellors- 
ville, without meeting any opposition. Up to this time it was 
evident that Lee expected Grant to move in the direction of 
Orange Courthouse and Gordonsville, and was not prepared 
to contest our crossing. At an early hour on the morning of 
the 4th, Warren, with the Fifth Corps, followed the cavahy to 
Gtermanna Ford, and crossed. Sedgwick's (Sixth) corps came 
immediately after, and both marched down from the ford 
towards the junction of the plankroads, which we have desig- 
nated as an important strategic point. 

Hancock, with the Second Corps, followed Gregg's cavalry, 
and crossed at Ely's Ford just after daylight. Thence he 
marched, according to directions, to Chancellorsville. 

The supply-trains had been assembled at BichardsviUe, 
guarded by one division of cavalry. From that point they 
followed the Second Corps, crossed at Ely's, and also marched 
towards CEancellorsvUle. 



mind that the sooner jomr eoemies are overcome, tlie sooner 70a wiU be re- 
turned to enjoy the benefits and blessings of peace. Bear with patience the 
hardships and sacrifices jou will be called npon to endure. Have confidence in 
jonr officers, and in each other. 

Keep your ranks on the march and on the battle-field ; and let each man 
earnestly implore God's blessing, and endeavor, by his thoughts and actions, to 
render himself worthy of the favor he seek& With clear conscience and strong 
arms, actuated by a high sense of duty, fighting to preserve the Government 
and the institutions handed down to us by our fore&thers, if true to ourselves^ 
victory, under God's blessing, must and will attend our efibrts. 

Geoboe G. Meade, Major-General commanding. 

S. WOiLZAXB, AflslBtant Ac^utant^eneraL , 
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A detachment of Sheridan's cavahry, after crossing, en- 
countered and drove back Stuart, in the direction of Orange 
Coarthonse. 

Lee, who was keenly on the alert, if in doubt for a momrait, 
was soon aware of our purpose ; and, with a vigor which 
must extort our admiration, moved up at once in two columns, 
to offer desperate battle on the morrow, and, if possible, to 
break our line of battle, hastily formed to meet his attack. 
It was now manifest that, although Grant had crossed the 
river by a surprise, he would not reach the point of destina- 
tion, and leave the ugly Wilderness^ behind him, without a 
fierce struggle. 

PLANS AXD COUNTERPLANS. 

Lee's effort was to strike him in his flank movement, by 
two columns, against his line, and, if possible, rout him in the 
Wilderness, after piercing his line, as Nelson and CoUingwood 
did that of the French and Spaniards at Trafalgar. Grant 
had not intended to fight in the Wilderness, if he could help 
it; but he was compelled to do this. When he found Lee 
approaching in force, he at once proposed to hitnself three 
alternatives : first, to beat Lee and rout him, wherever he 
chose to accept or to give battle ; second, to cut him off from 
the railroad and Bichmond, and then to follow him up and 
beat him ; and third, failing of these, to compel him to move 
southward towards Bichmond, striking him a side-blow at 
every step by flanking him on the left, and thus constantly 
threatening his right flank and communications. 

We Can only undertake to present the grand features of the 
campaign. Indeed, its myriad details are so confused that it is 
impossible to describe them. They can never be folly known. 

After crossing, Warren's (Fifth) corps was placed in posi- 
tion, on Thursday at noon, west of the old Wfldemess tav- 
ern, across the turnpike, on the Germania and Chancellors- 
ville plankroad, towards Parker's store, and five miles south 
of the ford.^ The line of battle was formed nearly north and 
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Muth. Sedgwick, with the Sixth Oorpe, ma expected to 
c(»Qe into linA on Warren's right, and extend to the river, cor* 
ering all approaches to the ford, but was long delayed in do- 
ing so. Hancock, who had beendirected uponChancellorville, 
i¥as deflected, aild hurried forward by the Brock road, to take 
post on the left, across the plankroad bom Orange Court- 
house, and thus to complete the line. Th^:e was a frequent 
flhiffcing of divisions, but the general positions of the corps re« 
mained nearly the same. 

. Buznsiide, who had just reached Oolpeppeif before the move* 
ment, had been directed to remun twenty-lour hours there^ 
and then to move forward and join the main body. The 
Ninth Corps was designed to form the reserves. 

. It was now plain that the enemy was moving by the turn- 
pike and plankroad from Orange Courthouse, to cut us off 
from the intersection, and that the battle must be fought in 
the Wilderness. Lee was playing an offensive-defensive in a 
country with which he was well acquainted, and where a small 
force could forbid the advance of a very large army. He was 
moving, as we have seen, in two parallel columns upon the 
flank of our hne. Grant was entirely on the offensive, and 
had a far more difficult task. His artOlery was paralyzed ; and 
it may be stated as a curious fact, that although there were 
nearly three hundred guns on the field, only about twenty 
were used. Much of the cavalry also fought dismounted. 

THE BEBELS COME UP IN GOLUUN. 

Let us now turn to tiie Confederate army. It consisted of 
three corps : the first, commanded by A. P. Hill, fcfrmerly an 
officer of artillery in our army, a brave and determined gen- 
eral ; the second, by B. S. Ewell, an equally good officer, who 
wai^ a captain of cavalry before the war ; the third, by Long- 
street, whom we have already mentioned as a determined and 
rapid fighter. General Lee, the commander-in-chief, was on 
the field himself. No sooner had he an intimation of our 
crossing, than he moved Ewell up by the turnpike, and on 
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the Bight of the 4th his advance diTision, mider Johnson, 
encamped in front of Warren's left, at Parker'^ store, on the 
plankroad, three miles from Wildemess Bun. Shodes' division 
followed Mj the same route, and Early's took post within sap- 
porting distance, near Locust Ghrove, — ^all in* readiness for the 
battle which it was evident to every commander, in both 
armies, must be fought on Friday. 

Before day of the 6th, Johnson's division gained a hill in 
their front, forming in line of battle, with John M. Jones' bri- 
gade on the right, Stafford in the centre, and Stuart on the 
left Walker was en potence on the extreme left 
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CHAPTEB XXYin. 

THE BATTLE OF THE WIIJ>ERKE8S. 

OBons TO Wabbbi ahd SsiMinoK. — ^Thx battli-visld.— Havoooxto tbb BiMim. 
— Qbhbbal' attack ov thb 6th. — Hahoook's xboouhtbb.— Sioobb BBBIL Af- 

SAULT. — Gk>BI)OH WLAMKi ODB BI«HT. — GbABT OH THB VXBLD.— CoiaCBMT8.~L08aB8. 

— ^Dbawb battlb. 

OKDEBS TO WABBEK AND SEDGWIOK. 

Early on the morning of the 6th, the head of Warren's 
(Fifth) corps being near Parker's store, on the Orange and 
Fredericksburg plankroad, information was received that the 
enemy was coming np in force on the Orange tonipike. Or- 
ders were immediately sent to. Warren to halt, concentrate his 
corps on the pike, and attack furiously whatever he should 
find in his front. The orders were explicit, and the manoeu- 
vres rapid. The Sixth Corps was directed to move at once 
by any wood-roads they might find, and support Warren, by 
taking position on his right, and joining in the attack : but 
Getiy's division, of the Sixth, was detached, and hurried to 
the intersection of the Orange plankroad and the Brock road, 
with orders to hold it to the last, until Hancock, who had now 
been deflects fi^om the march to Ohancellorsville, should 
come up into line on the left. 

THE BATnLE-FIELD. 

The battle-field in front of Warren, seen from the old 
tavexBy may be thus described : In front is a brook, flowing 
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northeasterly, like the Fontanone, at Alexandria, fonght oTer 
so furiously by the First Consul, and Melas, in the battle of 
Marengo. A bridge spans it at the turnpike ; then the road 
rises to a ridge. On the southern slope is Major Lucy's 
house, in the midst of a lawn and green meadows ; beyond 
which are wooded hills and cedar thickets. On the right of 
the turnpike the pines and cedars are thickly' set : a ravine 
runs through still further to the right, on either side of which 
are the lines of Warren and Ewell. An Indian battle-ground 
truly, of broken, irregular surface^ and almost impenetrable 
imdergrowths ; and yet here nearly a quarter of a million of 
civilized troops were to meet in the shock of battle. 

The fighting began at twelve o'clock of the 5th. Warren 
had come into position, and attacked as directed, with the di« 
vision of Griffin, supported by that of Wadsworth. So ener- 
getic was the attack, that Ewell was driven back for some dis* 
tanoe. Every thing would have been well, had it not been for 
want of the expected supports. Want of roads, and the ex- 
treme denseness of the thicket, had prevented the Sixth Corps 
from coming up in time, and thus completing the programme. 
Thus the very ardor of our attack exposed the flank of Griffin. 
The enemy, quick to take advantage of this, rolled him back, 
with a loss of two guns. Wadsworth and Ayres, after desperate 
fighting, were forced back. In the mean time, Crawford's divi- 
sion, which had the advance in the morning, had been with- 
drawn to the right towards the pike, formed on the left of 
Wadsworth, and attacked with him. When Wadsworth was 
driven back, Crawford, in his turn, was for a time isolated, 
and although extricated, it was not without the loss of many 
prisoners. Thus all the ground gained was given up. 

Swell's corps made desperate efforts against Warren to turn 
his left flank, before Hancock could come up. Getty (second 
division of Sixth Corps) came into position as ordered, on the 
Orange plankroad, just in time to find our cavalry forced 
back by the overwhelming numbers of A. P. Hill's advance. 
With cool sagacity, Q^tty deploys his command on both sides 
of the road, takes the head of the advancing enemy in a culrde' 
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8ar.y pours u^ a deadly YoBej, and cheeks them tlxere zintil 
Hancock can come up. 

The fighting was desperate and frightful; men were shot 
down by museen enemies, and the (^onfasion seemed inextri- 
cable. Johnson's division was precipitated upon Warren. 
Jones' brigade' was driyen back, and Jones and his aid killed 
in their efforts to rally his men. Stnart comes into the gap 
mode by the retreat of Jones' brigade, and in turn olir men 
are driven back ; Bhodes' diyision comes lip in rear of John- 
son, with the brigades of Daniel and Gordon ; and so Tigor- 
oos is their movement, that they push our centre back and 
capture a number of prisoners. Buch was the fitting in 
front of the Fifth Corps, and Gbtty's division of the Sixth. 
Warren lost terribly, but was not driven back far. 

The Sixth Corps also sustained some attacks while coming 
into position. It was not until towards evening that it suc- 
ceeded in making its way through tibe tangled thicket, and in 
forming a connection with the Fifth. But little was effected 
by either of these corps after the first attack of the Fifth. 
The red tide of battle swayed back and forward on the right, 
left, and centre, without important success on either side. On 
the whole, up to tiiis time, the advantage seemed to be with 
the enemy ; but it was not long to remain so. 

HANCOCK TO THE BESCUE. 

It was now two o'clock.. The orders deflecting Hancock 
from ChancellorsviUe had not been sent a moment too soon. 
They were obeyed with such alacrity, that his arrival on tiie 
field was not a moment too lata He was directed to form at 
once, and -attack with Getty. 

In the eariy afternoon, Hancock, ever ready in the hour of 
danger, formed a double line in front of the Brock road, 
and was soon engaged with Hill's corps, which had come 
up by the plankroad on the right of Ewell. Hill's corps 
consisted of ttie divisions of Anderson, Heth, and Wilcox, 
all of tiiem West Point men, formerly in our..|fcrmy« Han- 
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cock attacked Tigoroosly, driTing in the skirniisbers of Heth, 
-who was in advance. The battle raged fnriondj for three 
hotm9 ; and, as in the other part of the field, it swayed back 
and forth nntil eyening.^ When Heth was nearly overpow- 
ered, Wilcox moved np in his rear, on the right and left of 
the plankroad, first one brigade, and then a&other; aiid at 
half-past foor. Hill's corps was folly deployed in Hancock's 
front 

The attack of Hancock and Qetky was at first sncoessfol, 
although the enemy resisted stubbornly; but at length Mott's 
division of the Second Corps gave way, thns forming a tem- 
porary break in onr line. Into this, with characteristic im- 
petuosity, rushed Brigadier-General Alexander Hays, with 
the Second Brigade of Bimey's division, to repair it. He 
was shot dead while gallantly leading His command into the 
thickest of the fight. 

While this was pending, the enemy's columns now being 
distinctly seen in motion across towards the Orange plank- 
road, the division of Wadsworth and Baxter s brigade, all of 
the Fifth Corps, were marched over in that direction, to join 
and attack with Hancock. But again the impracticable 
nature of the country retarded their march, so that they did 
not arrive ia time before dark to do more than drive in the 
enemy's skirmishers, and confront him, in readiness for the 
coming battle of the morning. 

The coming of night, it was supposed, had put an end to 
the carnage. So desperate had. been the enemy's attacks, 
and so determined his resistance to ours, that most com- 
manders would have now been inclined to act upon the de- 
fensive. The nature of the ground, the great losses, and the 
small results were enough to discourage ordinary men. But 
it was not so with Grant. Our columns had now completed 
their junction. With characteristic firmness and cheerful- 
ness, after having received the reports of his commanders, 
he issued orders for a general attack to be made by each 
corps on whatever it confronted, at five o'clock the next 
morning. Greek had met Greek, and the tug of war was to 
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come. Those mighty hosts lay. in dose oontaot with dach 
other, and in one place so near that the combatants drew 
their water from the same stream* Both generals determined 
to attack in the morning. 

GENERAL ATTACK ON THE 6tH. 

The arrangements for fighting the next day were these : 
Bnmside was moved up to take post for a time in the gap 
between Warren and Hancock, between the Orange plank- 
road and the tompike; while (Jetty's division of tbe Sixth 
Corps, and "W^adsworth's division of the Fifth, remamed de- 
tached as before, on the left of the Fifth, to re-enforce Han- 
cock's light, upon which it was evident the most violent 
etorm of the battle was to fall. Onr line then was thns dis- 
posed from right to left ; — Sedgwick, Warren, Bnmside, Han- 
cock. It lay north and south, facing west, and was about five 
miles long. 

Ewell's corps was now in front of Sedgwick, and Warren, 
and Hill in front of Hancock Longstreet, after a long march, 
has arrived during the night to re-enforce Hill. The sagacity 
of Grant in thus re-enforcing Hancock is now apparent, for 
otherwise the rebels would have overpowered him. To fill 
the gap in the rebel line between Swell and Hill, Wilcox had 
been moved to his left to join on to Swell ; and there, still 
ignorant of Longstreet's coming, he intrendied himself. 

Thus began a series of desperate conflicts from right to 
left, a repetition of the terrible carnage of the day before. 
Sedgwick contrived to hold his position in the right, and 
Warren his place in the line. 

•hanoook's encounteb. 

But the principal fighting, as was anticipated, is in front of 
Hancock. Attacking at five o'clock precisely, with two divi-r 
sions under Bimey and Qetty, and with Wadsworth also, on 
Hill's flank, he drives Heth and Wilcox, of Hill's corps, a 
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mile and a half to the rear, and within a hundred and fifty 
yards of Lee's headquarters: He takes possession of their 
rifle-pits, many prisoners, Mid &re stands of ccJors; bnt by 
eleven o'clock they have succeeded in sloidy driving him 
back. It was at the critical moment, when the enemy was in 
some confasion, that Longstreet had appeared npon the field. 
McLaws' division of his corps, lepl by Kershaw's brigade, is 
handsomely deployed under fire ; Field's division comes into 
the line, which is farther strengthened by Anderson's division 
of Hill's ooi^s; and tiiese heavy masses now make ovei^ 
whehning efforts to double up our left flank, and throw tiie 
whole army back upon tixe river. By eleven o'clock Han- 
cock is driven back, and in danger of being.tumed, but sus- 
tains himself in the new position to which he has fadlen back. 
Wadsworth,. pushing forward into a weak point between 
the rebel corps on Hancock's right, fights with the utmost 
gallantry to rally the retiring columns, has two horses shot 
under him, and at length falls, and dies the next day in the 
. enemy's hands. General Getty, seriously wounded early in 
the action, refuses to leave the dubious field until compelled 
by loss of blood to do so. 

BECONI) BEBEL ASSAULT. 

There is now a lull in the battle, until four o'dock in the 
afternoon, betokening the still heavier massing of the enemy's 
troops in front of Hancock. At that hour the engagement 
again opens under the fc^owing circumstances : General Lee 
advance? with Longstreet's corps (that general having been 
wounded) against Hancock, ^d the rebel troops halting about 
a hundred yards from our intrenchments, keep up a musketry 
fire for nearly an hour, under the effect qi which a portion of 
Mott's command and several of Bimey's division retire from 
their lines. Into the gap tiius formed a few rebels rush ; but 
- Carroll's brigade, moving by the left flank, come opportunely 
to fill the breach, and thus the line is restored. 

Not long after Hancock is thus pressed by the concen- 
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traied forces of the enemy— that is, after four o'clock in the 
afternoon^— Bumside attacks towards the Orange plankroad, 
to the right and in advance of Hancock's position ; but the 
enemy is enabled to hold his line strongly in Bumside's front, 
and the Ninth Corps, after some desultory fighting, is with- 
drawn at nightfall, taking position between the Second and 
Kfth Corps. 

The skiU and tbIot of Hancock, the Brmness of Gibbon, 
and the distinguished gallantry of Colonel Carroll, command- 
ing the Third Brigade of Gibbon's division, dashed Lee's 
hope of piercing our left, which, for a moment, it was feared 
he might'do. 

GORDON VIANEB OUB BIGHT. 

And now the wearied Union* army might well hope that the 
fighting for the day was over ; but they w^e mistaken. At 
Bunset, a heavy column of attack, under General Gordon — 
permitted to advance at his solicitation-amoved from the 
extreme left of the enemy, which extended for a brigade front 
beyond our right, and, amid the deepening shadows, burst 
upon that flank, held by Eickett's division. Oiir men were 
worn out, and had 'thrown themselves upon the ground to rest, 
unconscious of the danger which was brewing. The result was . 
a complete surprise. The roar of cannon and the flashing 
of a thousand muskets, heralded the instant charge of the 
enemy. On they came, like a whirlwind, on the flank and in 
front, rolling up and capturing the brigades of General Tru- 
man Seymour and General Shaler ; but the promptness of 
Sedgwick, commanding the corps, checked their advance, and 
prevented any further confusion. General Seymour was par- 
ticularly unfortunate. He had tJiat very day taken command 
of the Second Brigade of the Third Division, and had behaved 
with the greatest gallantry. We may say, in passing, that 
when marched as a prisoner to Richmond, he took occasion 
to tell the rebels, in the boldest manner, some unpalatable 
truths as to the issue of the war ; which, if they had acted 
upon them, would have led to an earlier ending. 
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This Utile success of the enemy could not justify the rebd 
boasting with which it was announced : besides, it was veiy 
soon to be more than overbalanced ; and Grant's great army, 
baptized by the fire, stood as firm as a rock in spite of it. It 
became necessary, however, to transfer the sick and wounded 
from the Germania^ord road to the one leading to Chan- 
cellorsviUe ; and as for the ford, if Lee wanted that. Grant 
presented it to him as a free gift. He did not want it, how- 
evet : business led him in the other direction. Indeed, both 
armies had been greatly fatigued by the terrible fight. Grant 
threw out a skirmish line to develop the enemy, while Ijee 
remained resting behind his intrenchments. 

During the fighting of Thursday and Friday, Wilson's 
division of the cavalry moved from Parker's store towards the 
Catharpin road, where it had several passages of arms with 
Stuart's rebel cavalry. For a time Wilson became isolated, 
and was fiercely attacked. . He succeeded, however, in cutting 
his way through and rejoining the main body under Sheridan. 
On the 6th, Sheridan held the left flank and rear of our army, 
repulsing all Stuart's attempts to penetrate around our flanks, 
and on the 7th he repulsed the enemy with severe loss at 
Todd's tavern. 

The'fighting of the 6th of May. substantially terminated what 
has become famous in history as the battle of the Wilderness ; 
for on the next day, the 7th, Hancock's advance found Lee 
withdrawn from his immediate front, and pushing forwcurd, 
.discovered him in a new line, strongly intrenched, near 
Parker's store, and connecting with his intrenched line on the 
turnpike. 

ORAin? ON THE FIELD. 

The headquarters of the lieutenant-general, during Thurs- 
day and Friday, were in rear of our centre, near the junction 
of the plankroad and a small road leading to Parker's store. 
Most of the time he was on a piny knoll with Meade, just in 
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rear of Warren. Those who observed him during the ac- 
tions were stnick wiih his unpretending appearance, and his 
imperturbable manner. ^ Neither danger nor responsibility 
seemed to affect him ; but he seemed, at times, lost in thought, 
and occasionallj, on the receipt of information, woidd mount 
his horse and gallop off to the point where he was needed, to 
return with equal speed to his post of observation. 

OOIOCENTS. 

We may now pause for a moment to consider the desperate 
nature of the struggle in the Wilderness. Desperate it was 
in the extreme. Over a line of battle of six miles in length, 
in a thickly tangled country, adding confusion to slaughter, 
General Grant had forced his wiay past the enemy ; had com- 
pelled him to abandon his works, positions, and plans of 
battle ; but had neither demoralized nor thoroughly beaten 
him. On the other hand, Lee had no reason to. boast of any 
success in his attacks. The rebel attack of Gordon upon 
Sedgwick had indeed given them some prisoners of ours, and 
had cut off Sedgwick's communication with Germania Ford ; 
but as Grant had no intention whatever of returning, or of 
even holding the ford after his trains were safe, this apparent 
success of the enemy was really valueless ; and when Grant 
withdrew Sedgwick, Lee, in concern about his right flank, 
had neither time, men, nor disposition to occupy Germania 
Ford. 

Indeed, after the battle of the Wilderness^ Lee, for a mo- 
ment uncertain how severe Grant's losses were, thought we 
were retreating to Fredericksburg, to cover Washington. He 
was not long in doubt, for Bumside and Sedgwick were soon 
found to be in motion by the old Chancellorsville road towards 
Spottsylvania. 

He had also other means of gaining iaformation. Spies 
and traitors werQ all aroimd our headquarters. Our signals 
were discovered and repeated; and, with a rapidity that 
savored of magic and diabolic arts, no sooner had an order 
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been issued by Grant, than it was known at Lee's headquar- 
ters. On the other hand, we had no such information. There 
were not in the rebel ranks, wicked as they were, men as Tile 
as Northern traitors, who, while wearing the uniform of the 
EepnbKc, living on its bounty, and sworn to protect its glori- 
ous banner, were in secret league with the enemy, and doing 
more to defeat Gfant's plans than did the men who were ar* 
rayed in battle against him. 

LOSSES. 

Our losses in these battles were not less than fifteen thou- 
sand men. The loss of the Confederates was not less than 
8,000, including several generals. Among 'those whom we 
could ill afford. to lose were Generals Wadsworth and Alexan- 
der Hays, shot dead while gallantly leading the advance^ to 
repair the breach in our line on the afternoon of the 6th, — ^the 
former, a remarkable example of self>sacrificing patriotism. 
Past the prime of life, rich in the world's goods, of tiie highest 
social station, and distinguished in a political career, he 
needed nothing to gratify an honorable ambition ; but, a loyal 
and loving son of the BepubHc, he had taken up arms to in- 
sure her integrity, and he gave, as he was ever ready to give, 
his life in vindication of the noble cause. ^ 

To an equally ardent patriotism. General Hays added the 
noble ambition of an educated and experienced soldier. 
Frank, brave, quick, and energetic, he was the model of a 
commander. His men loved him, and followed him, because 
he not only commanded, but led them ; and although not in 
the highest position, we sustained no greater loss on that day 
than that of the noble Hays. 

Among our wounded were Hancock (slightly), G^tty, Gregg, 
Owen, Bartlett, and Carroll. 

The rebels suffered also in the loss of generals. Long- 
street, shot, they say, by one of his own men, was thrown out 
of the field for the rest of the year ; and, with no disparage- 
ment to others, he was their best corps commander. John M. 
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Jones, well remembered as one of the most efficient officers at 
West Point for many years, Jenkins, and Stafford, were killed. 
Pegram, Pickett, and Hunter were wounded. 

DBIWN BATTLE. 

In brief epitome, we may say that, considered in its imme- 
diate result, the battle of the Wilderness was a drawn battle. 
In the light of after events it does not so appear. It was the 
grand and bloody initiative of a splendid campaign, in which 
Liee was to be driven to Bichmond, and eventually sur- 
rounded and captured there. 
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CHAPTER XXTX. 

ON *rO BIOHMOKD. 
Suflpms AT THB North.— Lu's bitriat.— Sxdgwiok xuxxd.— Weisbt to Sixth 

CORP8.—AITAOK OH SpOmTLVANIA.— HaNOOCK'S FRAT OF ASMS.— ThK ArrXB-BAT- 
tub. — OUB L088S8 I7P TO THB 12TH.— WhO BXTBBATS, QbANT OB LXBt — ThB 
LAND ABBAD.— A MBW FLAlfXIKO XOVKKKMT. 

SUSPENSE AT THE NOBTH. 

THROUGHOtrr the country, the people, nninf onned of Grant's 
plans, were in a state of great excitement ; and, schooled as they 
were to expect disasters in Virginia, they would not have been 
astonished had his army made a "masterly retreat" across the 
Bapidan. The wild excitement in Washington during' those 
battles cannot be described. . It extended to the President 
and the War Department. High functionanes sat up all 
night to receive intelligence from the field. Orders were 
given to the outposts, mostly guarded by the Invalid Corps, 
to arrest all fugitives, not to permit a single man to enter the 
defences of Washington, and to put all officers who should be 
found retreating, in irons. The crowd of fugitives was great 
and sickening, and among the officers thus ironed and brought 
to the War Department, it is a significant fact that there were 
four colonels : so that at the very moment Grant was carrying 
out his plans of advance, and before his dispatches could be 
received, it was feared that his whole army was in retreat. 
This horrible fear and suspense were, however, soon dis- 
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pellecL The good news came, and ' 
enf orcem^ts. Lee was not driven 
This hope, if it had been entertained, was xiot realized ; but 
the country breathed freely at the assurance that, in default 
of this, Orant was pushing him slowly but surely down to his 
defences at Bichmond. Every available man was sent to the 
front. The heavy artUlery regiments, .which had been recruited 
for the purpose of forming garrisons, were pushed forward, 
and the last volunteers took their place. The President 
of the United States, now that the first suspense had been 
removed,, proposed public prayers and thanksgiving, in 
token of our gratitude to. God, and our dependence upon his 



THEE S KETBEAT. 

At daybreak on Saturday, the 7th of May, hostilities were 
again resumed. Our artillery opened upon the enemy's posi- 
tions, and skirmishers were thrown out. It soon became evi- 
dent that battle tactics were for a time ended, and that grand 
tactics would be the order of the day. And here it should be 
observed how closely the minds of Lee and Grant divined and 
followed the plans of each other. Grant, as we have said, had 
abandoned Germanna Ford, and withdrawn Sedgwick, march- 
ing him to the rear and left. Lee had instructed Anderson 
(now commanding Longstreet's corps) to move to Spottsyl- 
vania in the morning. Fortunately, Anderson moved that 
night at ten o'clock. 



* S^souTiTs Mansiok, WASHuroTON, May 9, 1864. - 
To THB Friends of Union and Libe3ity : 

Enongli is known of the arm^ operations within the last five dajs to cUum 
oiur espedal gratitTide to God. While what remains undone demands our most 
rinoere prayers to and reliance upon Him (withont whom all human effort is 
Tain), I recommend that all patriots^ at their homes, in their places of public 
worship, and wherever they may be, unite in common thanksgiving alld prayer ^ 
to Almighty God 

Abraham LiNCousr. 
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There was a little desoltorj fighting in onr front ; but, hj 
noon on Saturday, the fact was fully developed that Lee was 
abandoning his intrenchments, and moving down rapidly by 
his right, on a road parallel to our projected movement, in or- 
der to give us check at Spottsylvania Oourthonse. The two 
armies moved simultaneously. On the night of the 7th, War- 
ren's (Fifth) corps, preceded by a column of cavalry, moved 
southward by the Brock road, followed, with closed intervals, 
by Hancock's (Second) corps, through Todd's tavern ; Sedg- 
wick by way of ChanceDorsville ; • and Grant's headquarters 
were moved to the road running northeast from Todd's tav- 
ern, and crossing the Ny near Piny.Branch Ohurch. During 
the movement. Grant and Meade, with their stafGs, were con- 
sulting at the front, iemd constantly exposed to the fire. 

The cavalry, after some skirmishing near Todd's tavern, 
had at length a general battle, in which our forces were only 
successful in holding their ground; but retarded the move- 
ments of the corps by blocking the roads. 

The Fifth and Second corps were pressed forward on 
the Brock road on Saturday night and Sunday morning. 
The Fifth, notwithstanding its great fatigue, was not suf- 
fered to rest, but marched all Saturday night The Sixth 
and Ninth, on the east, in that order, by the Orange plank- 
road and. the turnpike, preceded by the trains, were also in 
movement, all converging to Spottsylvania Conrthouse. In 
order to clear the dense roads, it was found necessary to move 
the trains^by daylight, which gave information to the enemy, 
and enabled him to meet our movements with correspond- 
ing checks. 

Lee was retreating to the same point by a parallel line to 
the west, but in perfect order. Master of the situation, he 
displayed great skill in turning to the left, and striking sharp, 
well-aimed blows, for which Grant was prepared, and which 
he returned with interest Thus was fought the battle known 
as " Alsop's Farm," where the FiEth Corps received one of 
these attacks. 
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Tbe Fifth Ooips arrived at a clearing within two and a half 
milefl of Spottsylvania, and here enpoimtered the corps of 
Liongstreet, prepared to dispute our advance towards the court- 
hLOHse. Longstreetis corps had arrived at that point, by a 
- parallel road, and without the delay of Warren. The battle 
began before reaching the field of conflict, by an engagement 
between the cavalry who had marched in Warren's front, 
with the enemy's cavaby. Warren pushed rapidly down the 
roa^, meeting with slight resistance, until he came into the 
clearing of about one hiftdred and fifty acres, which was 
Alsop's farm. Here he found the enemy's artillery posted, 
and ready to contest his advance. 

Warren posted his batteries on the right, where he could 
command those of the enemy ; and after a fierce duel of can- 
non, he advanced Bobinson's division to the assault. The 
intense heat of tiie jlay added to the labors and sufferings of 
the troops. Bobitfson's men were compelled to retire in 
confusion; but Griffin came up on the right, and Crawford 
drove the rebels out of the wood on Griffin's* left Wads- 
worth's division (under Cutter) advanced and drove them 
back on our right, and thus our line was formed near the 
enemy and intrenched. Generals Griffin and Eobinson were 
particularly distinguished: the latter was shot in the knee 
eariy in the action, and disabled. The Sixth Corps was at 
once ordered up to take position on Warren's left, and the 
Second Corps posted temporarily at Todd's tavern. 

In thus advancing and seeking the enemy, every corps 
was more or less engaged during the day. Miles^ brigade, 
of the Second Corps, was vigorously attacked by the enemy 
at Corbyn's Bridge, but that gallant young officer, who had 
already been more than once severely wounded in former 
battles, punished the insolence' of the brigade of the enemy 
by first repulsing his attack, and then driving him from ^e 
field. 

Wilson, who had been sent forward to feel the way, actually 
penetrated into Spottsylvania Courthouse ; but as it was im- 
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possible for the infantry to come to his support, he ursa 
obliged to retire. 

The armies had now reached the scene of more desperate 
fighting; and folly aware of what was. before him, Ghrant 
spent ihe morning of the next day, Monday, the 9th, in prep- 
aration ; the Fifth and Sixth corps pressing the enemy, devel- 
oping his position, and seeking for points of attack for the 
deadly struggle. 

Early in the morning, two diyisions of the Ninth Corps hav- 
ing been moved to the -Fredericksburg road, had driven the 
enemy handsomely across the Ny. In the evening, the whole 
of the Second Corps moved up from Todd's tavern, and came 
into line on the right of the Sixth; except Mott's division, 
which was sent to take post on the left of the Sixth. 

It was also on the 9th that Sheridan was sent on a co- 
operating and diversionary raid, to which we shall presently 
allude. 

Artillery was put into position ; divisions were marched and 
countermarched. Warren was in the centre. Hancock had 
now moved up on the right, and Sedgwick was on the left. 
The wings were thrown back, to watch the corps of Hill asid 
Ewell, which had reached the courthouse and taken position 
some distance in front of it on Saturday night. During these 
movements, Brigadier-Ceneral William H. Morris, command- 
ing First Brigade, Third Division, Sixth Corps, was severely 
wounded. 



GENEBAL SEDGWICK KILLED. 

WhUe strengthening the position, and when only a littie des- 
ultory skirmishing was going on, General Sedgwick was m 
the front of the extreme right of his covps, with a few of his 
staff, superintending the posting of some. guns. An occasional 
shot from a sharpshooter whistled, with elongated soimd, about 
the group, causing some of the men to wince. The genera] 
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joked them about their nerronsness, saying, ^^Pooh, men, 
they oan't hit an elephant at that distance." The words had 
hardly passed his lips, when a ball pierced his face, just below 
the left eye, and with a serene smile, as if connected with his 
last words, he fell, the blood streaming from his nostrils. He 
died immediately, as he wotdd have asked to die if he could 
have chosen the manner of his death. Words of eulogium 
which would seem like flattery if spoken of other men, are in- 
adequate to express his virtues. A thorough soldier, a skilful 
general, and one of the very best of men, he was at once re- 
spected and beloved by all who knew him. Simple in heart 
and manner ; modest as a youth ; Very generous to all around 
him; never seeking his own aggrandizement to the detriment 
of others, but rather preferring theirs to his own ; he was the 
modem example of Chaucer's "very parfit, gentil knight." 
Forever green be the turf above his quiet grave at Cornwall 
Hollow, watered by the tears of friendship, and cherished by 
the pious care of patriot pilgrims. 

GENERAL WRIGHT TAKES THE SIXTH CORPS. 

The command of the Sixth Corps was now devolved upon 
General H. G. Wright, an engineer officer of distinction, 
whose after-career showed that he was eminently worthy of 
it. Bumside came into* position on the extreme left, on the 
10th, to complete our Imes around Spottsylvania. Having 
established his lines, Grant now determined to test the 
strength, and find the exact positions, of the enemy. 

To this end, on the afternoon of Monday, he ordered a new 
advance. It had been a race for Spottsylvania Courthouse, 
aiid the rebels, having the inside track, had won it by only 
ten minutes. 

We had now occupied Fredericksburg as a temporary 
depot of wounded, and* ponton-bridges were laid below the 
town, so as to complete the communication with Aquia Creek, 
and thence to Washiagton. It was now Tuesday morning, 
the 10th of May. The position of the troops was substan- 
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tially the same as on the day before. The enemy had been 
driven to his breastworks. Our line was complete : batteries 
covered our right flank^ and also our left centre ; a dense 
forest was in our front. The enemy's centre was well advanced 
on a commanding ridge, protected by breastworks, forest, 
and underbrush, and the marshy ground of the little creek 
lying on their front. 

Before moving to the attack, the general ordered a fire of 
artillery from all our batteries during the forenoon. The as- 
sault was then ordered to be made by portions of the Fifth 
and Sixth Corps. Hancock, who had been moved out across 
the Po to capture a train, was drawn back to join in the 
attack. The enemy attacked two of his advanced brigades, 
while he was withdrawing them, but were repulsed. General 
Bice was killed in the action. 

Barlow, in his retreat, repulsed an attack by Heth's rebel 
division, but losing one gun, which, being jammed among the 
trees in a narrow road, he could not withdraw. 

Late in the afternoon. Colonel Upton, with the Second 
Brigade of the First Division of the Sixth, and D. A. Russell, 
• in advance, with the Third Division, made a memorable and 
successful charge towards the close of the day. They sprang 
over the enemy's works, took upwards of a thousand prison^ 
ers^and several cannon, and only retired, being obliged to 
abandon the cai)tui*ed artillery, because they were so far in 
advance as to make the position perilous, and were not sup- 
ported by Mott on their left. Mott, however, succeeded in 
forming connection with the Ninth Corps, which had now 
moved to the left from the Fredericksburg road. 

Although the carnage had, been so great as to make the 
losses on our side not far fiom ten thousand, and the rebels 
not much less, the battle was indecisive. Again had the rival 
generals divined each other's purposes, and terrible shocks 
had been the result. Thus ended the first day of the battle 
of Spottsylvania Courthouse, and the troops rested on their 
arms, feeling sure that a struggle as. desperate awaited them 
on the morrow, or, at least, at a very early time. 
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The morning of Wednesday, the 11th, rose bright and clear, 
and the closeness of contact of the two armies caused des- 
ultory fighting at many points, but no general engagement. 
"We had lost yery heavily, probably at least thirty-five thou- 
sand men, since the beginning of the campaign ; but we had 
taken many prisoners, had inflicted terrible losses upon the 
enemy, and re-enforcements were rapidly pushing forward to 
us, — among the material of which, it is a significant fact that 
there were heavy artillery trains, designed for siege service at 
Bichmond. 

What General Grant thought of the military situation may 
be gathered from the following hopeful dispatch to the Secre- 
tary of War : 

HXADQVABTBRS IN THX FlKLD, MaJ 11, 1864, 8 A. X. 

We have now ended the sixth daj of very heavy fighting. The resolt, to 
this time, is much in our fiivor. 

Onr losses have been heavy, as well as those of the enemy. I think the 
loss of the enemy most he gtef ter. 

We have taken over five thoosand piisonen by battle, while he has taken 
&x>m ns but few, except straggleia 

I FBOFOSB TO FEOHT IT OVT OK THIS UNB/IF IT TAXES ALL SUHIOBB. 

' XT. S. Qbant, Lieatenant-General, 
Commanding the Armies of the United States. 

No words could tell the story better. The last sentence is 
one of those eloquent epigrams, unconsciously uttered, of 
which the people immediately took hold, and upon which the 
changes have been rung ever since. It spoke volumes. 

At eleven o'clock on Wednesday, it is said that General 
Lee sent a flag of truce to Grant, asking an armistice of forty- 
eight hours to bury the dead ; and that Grant very properly 
returned an answer refusing it, and saying that he had no 
time to bury his own. We do not vouch for the story ; but if 
it be true, it indicates Lee's weakness, and Grant's determina- 
tion of advance. 

On this day, having assured himseK that the enemy's left 
was so well guarded and so strong as to foil our attempts to 
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crush it, arrangements were made by General Grant to attack 
his centre at a salient point. 

Wednesday, the second day of the battle, was passed in 
manoouvring, reconnoitring, and desultory skirmishing. The 
enemy had strengthened his right and right centre with artil- 
lery, and it was evident that from that point he expected to 
make his strong counter-attack. But the prescience of Gen- 
eral Grant was not at fault. 

Kain fell during the afternoon, and under the cover of tho 
heavy weather. Grant issued his orders to Hancock to leave 
his position in front of A. P. Hill, and, marcliing by tho left 
flank, to take pbsts between the Sixth and Ninth oorps, so as 
to be ready to attack in the morning. Hancock moved a little 
after midnight, favored by the storm and the darkness, to w ith- 
in twelve hundred yards of the enemy. Wright was directed 
to extend liis left, to concentrate on that wing, and to 1)0 in 
readiness to assault. Warren was also to make a diversion- 
ary attack on the enemy's left, in his front, in order to keep 
him engaged in his lines at that point ; while Bumside, with 
the Niuth Corps, was ordered to assault vigorously on tho ex- 
treme left. 



HANCOCK S FEAT OF AKMS. 

The morning of Thursday, the 12th, dawned, enveloped in an 
auspicious fog of great denseness. The orders were given in 
silence. The Second Corps was formed -in two hnes. Bar- 
low, with the Fii*st Division, in two lines, occupied the 
centre, and Bimey, with the Third Division, was on his 
right; the Second and Fourth, under Gibbon and Mott, 
formed the second line. The point of attack was a sahent 
angle of earthworks, held by Johnson's division of Ewell's 
corps. Silently and unseen, the corps moved upon the 
unsuspecting enemy. They passed over the rugged and 
quite exposed space, the enthusiasm growing at every step, 
ri>t!l, with a .terrible clinrgo, and a storm of cliocrs, they 
\.M..l..-a !!.;• c::-::)v'.; -,-•!>, f-nlod {h^ya in fro::! ..:l! iLi:!!:, 
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8tirpri8lng the rebels at their breakfast, saxroiinding them, 
and captaring Edward Johnson's entire diyision, -^ith its 
general ; two brigades of other troops, with their commander, 
Brigadier-Gteneral George H. Stuart ; and thirty guns. The 
number of prisoners taken was between three and four 
thousand. It was the most decided success jet achieved 
dturing tiie campaign. When Hancock heard that these gen- 
erals were taken, he directed that they should be brought to 
him. Offering his hand to Johnson, that officer was so 
affected as to died tears, declaring that he would have pre- 
ferred death to captivity. He then extended his hand to 
Stuart, whom he had known before, saying, " How are you, 
Stuart?" but the rebel, with great haughtiness, replied, "I 
am Oeneral Stuart, of the Confederate army; and, under 
present circumstances, I decline to take your hand." Han- 
oock's cool and dignified reply was : " And under any other 
circumstances, general, I shoxdd not have offered it." 

Hancock's pencil dispatch to Grant, within an hour after 
the column of attack had been formed, was in thSse words : 
" I have captured from thirty to forty guns. I have finished 
up Johnson, and am now going into Early." Early, it will be 
remembered, also commanded a division of Ewell's corps. 
A few of the foremost men then pushed upon the second 
line of rifle-pits, and, notwithstanding a desperate resistance, 
entered them, but were captured. But if the enemy had 
been surprised, he now made the most desperate efforts to 
recover his lost ground, and our success was not foUowed 
up. The Ninth Corps on the left, and the Sixth Corps 
• on the right, were at once pushed forward to support Han- 
cock's advance; while on the opposite side, Ewell was re- 
enforced by divisions from the corps of Hill and Longstreet. 
While the battle was thus concentrated on our left, Warren 
became hotly engaged on our righl^; but although he charged 
with great vigor and intrepidity, the enemy's position in his 
front was found to be impregnable. Thus for three hours 
the fighting continued ; but although we resisted the desperate 
attacks of tlie enemy upon Hancock and Bumside, it was 
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eyidont that we could make no further advance. The groimd 
was, in our front, swept by a storm of projectiles of every 
kind. The captured cannon, covered by the muskets of sharp- 
shooters on both sides, could not, for a long time, be secured 
by either ; but we finally got oJBf twenty pieces, and the remain- 
der were subsequently withdrawn by the enemy. At noon it 
began to rain. The Fifth Corps, leaving only a weak line of 
skirmishers, was moved to the left, as it was found that the 
enemy was continually massing his troops in the same direc- 
tion. Neither general was deceived for a moment, and our,, 
attempts to turn the enemy^ right, at once met by the rebel 
commander, were not successfuL Charge and countercharge 
were made until nightfall, and the carnage was terrific. When, 
at lengthy night put an end to it, the armies had fought for four* 
teen hours, and the losses on either side numbered about eight 
thousand. The ienemy fell back to a new defensive position, but 
the continuance of the storm, making the roads very heavy, 
for a time impeded rapid movement. Here we may pause for 
a moment to consider what had been accomplished. If we 
had not succeeded in entirely routing the enemy, as only the 
ignorant or the oversanguine had expected, the Army of the 
Potomac had covered itself anew with glory. The following 
order of General Meade epitomizes the work thus far 
achieved : 

KXADQDABTXBS ArXT OF THl PoTOMAO, 

May 18, 1864. 

SoLiSiBiis — The mgment has fLrrived when your oommaiiding general feda 
anthorizod to address you in terms of oongratulatlon/ 

For eight days and nights, almost without intennission, in rain and sun- 
shine, you have been gallantly fighting a desperate foe, in positions naturally 
strong, and rendered doubly so by intrcnchments. 

Tou have compelled him to abandon his fortifications on the Sapidan, to 
retire and attempt to stop your onward progress ; and now he has abandoned 
the last intrenched portion so tenadously held, suffering a loss in an of 
eighteen guns, twenty-two colors, and eight thousand prisoners, induding two 
general officers. 

Tour heroic deeds and noble endurance of fatigue and privations wiU ever 
be memorable. Let us return tbaifks to God for the mercy thus shown us, 
and ask earnestly for its continuation. ^ t 
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SoIdiefB I jour work is not jet over. T!^ e^emj must be ppfBoed^uid* !f 
poBBible, overcome. The coora^ and fortii^|^jc»u ha^ "^l^j^iij^' renders 
your commanding general confident jooi fdtore efegtsritiU Imtfrln success. 

While we mourn the loss of many gallant comrades, let us remember the 
enemy must have suffered equal, if not greater losses. 

We shall soon xeceiye re-enfbioements, which he cannot ^i^pect. Let ns 
determine to continue vigorously the work so well begun, and« under God's 
btflssiz^, in a short time the object of our labors will be accomplished. 
* GfiosoB G. Meadb, 

Major-General commanding. 

Offidal, B. Williams, A. A. G. 

Approved, tJ. S. Gbabt, lientdiant-Genera], 

Commanding the Annies of the United States. 

We bad now the prestige of adyanoe, and the enemy 
had been constantly, altbongb slowly and sullenly, -lalling 
back. Onr losses had been veiy heavy, but had been 
folly jnade np by re-enforcements. They may be stated as 
follows: from the crossing of the Bapidan to May 12th — 
killed, two hundred and sixty-nine officers and three thousand 
and nineteen enlisted men ; wounded, one thousand and sev- 
enteen officers, and eighteen thousand two hundred and sixty- 
one men ; missing, one hundred and seventy-s^yen officers^ 
and six thousand six hundred and sixty-seven men. Total, 
twenty-nine thousand four hundred and ten. On this account 
the rebels amused themselves by giving Grant the cognomen 
of "butcher." The name, however, is entirely misapplied. 
There never was a kinder or more considerate general ; but 
the carnage in these first battles was an absolute, although 
painful, necessity. No man in that army thought otherwise 
then, and no one abated a jot of heart or hope ; and if the 
end crowns the work, even the rebels will now confess that 
Grant's butchery finally slaughtered the rebellion, when noth- 
ing else would have done it. 

It was now Saturday, the 14th. The enemy still held on to 
Spottsylvania Courthouse, well intrenched in a semicircular 
line. Our army was closed upon him with a concentric em- 
brace, stretched at right. angles across the Fredericksburg 
road. Finding him so strongly intrenched. Grant commenced 
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to throw np rifle-pits for protection. The fighting on this day 
was desultory, and principally on the enemy's right, which he 
was constantly in fear that we should turn. 

WHO BETREATS, GRANT OR LEE^? 

If, as General 3Ieade*s order indicates, we were satisfied 
with our successes, the rebels were equally so with what they 
called their own. They asserted that " what we represented 
as the retreat of iQeneral Lee towards Bichmond, was only a 
movement from a position abandoned by his adversary, to 
confront him across the new road which he was obliged to 
take." " In this sense," says Pollard, " it was Grant who was 
pursued." Be it so, but it is very like the story of the man who 
caught a Tartar. General Lee is by no means so self-com- 
promising as this. It is true that in his General Order of May 
14, he announces to the army a series of successes ; but, in 
speeifying them, he names the Valley of Virginia, the attack 
upon AveriU, the defeat of General Banks, the retreat of 
General Steele, and what he calls the repulse of the cavalry 
force under Sheridan. All that he has to say of his own 
action is this: **The heroic valor of this army, with the 
blessing of Almighty God, has thus far checked the principal 
army of the enemy, and inflicted upon it terrible losses." We 
need not waste words nor torture language. Driven or led, 
or prompted by whatever motive, Lee's army was moving 
southward towards Bichmond, constantly refusing its right 
flank, and being severely punished at every stand it made. 
It had been characteristic of the press on both sides, as well 
as of the early dispatches of rival generals, in most campaigns, 
to make out as fair a case, each for himself, and as dark a one 
lor the enemy as possible. This is not right in the abstract, 
but before we entirely condemn it, we must remember the ele- 
ment of expediency. The people behind either army were 
eager and impressible, and the intelligence was often toned 
down or dressed up to suit them ; and besides, morally wrong 
as it is, the study of history shows us a universal military 
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precedent for this. Tho truth follows slowly, and when we 
are prepared by slow degrees for the bad news. 

The desperate shocks which had been sustained by both 
armies, and the bad condition of the roads on account of the 
rainB, made the suspension of hostilities necessary. The time 
was also spent in making provision for the wounded. As tho 
direct route to "Washington was beset by ^errillas, Fredei'- 
icksburg had been occupied as a depot. A large number of 
surgeons and agents of the Sanitary and Christian commis- 
sions had been sent down, and a' route had been established 
by steamboats and gunboats, by way of Aquia Creek and 
Belle Plain, to Washington. It was now manifest, that if the 
army moved again to the south, Fredericksburg must be 
abandoned, and other points selected as depots ; first, on the 
Bappahannock, as at Fort Boyal, and afterwards on the 
Pamunkey and York. 

THE LAND AHEAD. 

Let us now look for a moment at the .principal features of 
the topography in front of Grant. Spottsylvania Courthouse 
lies betweon tha Ny and the Po ; further South are the Ta 
and the Mat rivers, and the four streams join near the rail- 
road, south of Bowling Green, to form the Mattapony. 
These present inconsiderable military obstacles in themselves, 
but might be used by the enemy as natural intrenchments, 
while moving southward to New Market. Beyond that, the 
country becomes more difficult ; the North and South Anna, 
with a hundred tributary creeks, present great obstacles. 
The Pamunkey, which they form by their junction, is an* im- 
portant river-defence to the enemy ; and still further south the 
Chickahominy is a strong line covering the approaches to 
Richmond. To these , difficulties is to be added the very 
desperate and gallant resistance offered by Lee's army. 

In consideration of all these, it began to be demonstrated 
that Grant might be forced to pursue his alternated de^^ign, 
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and contmne to inarch alongside of the enemy by the left 
flank, between the Mattapony and the Famnnkey, and cross- 
ing the latter river out of his reach, confront him upon the 
former battle-grounds of Cold Harbor and Gaines' MilL But 
Grant was loth to come to this determination without anj^ther 
trial of the enemy's strength. Sending Torbert with the cayal- 
ry eastward to Guiney's Station, on the raiboad, he massed bis 
forces on the enemy's left, on the night of the ITth, and pre- 
pared to assault in the morning. The attack was made with 
great gallantry upon Ewell's corps, with the design of turning 
Lee's left, but was not successful, and an admirable riposte 
was made by Ewell. On the afternoon of the 19th, he made a 
bold attempt to turn our right That portion of our line was 
held by Tyler's division, and ditching's brigade of heavy artil- 
lery, acting as infantry, most of whom were under fire for the 
first time. Ewell's veterans came on at a charge, and drove 
them back to the cover of the woods ; but they held their re- 
tired position with commendable bravery, until Bimey came 
up with the Third Kvision of the Second Corps, in support. 
A vigorous charge of our combined forces drove the enemy 
from the field. Some of Warren's troops that were on the ex- 
treme right participated in the success. 

A NEW FLANEINa MOVEtfEKT. 

Convinced, by the nature and the point of the enemy's at- 
tack, that he was making ready iagain to abandon his position, 
Grant at once issued orders for a new movement. At mid- 
night on the 20th, the main body of the cavalry, which had 
been posted at Mattaponax, followed Torbert to Guiney's 
Station, and advancing, drove the enemy's cavalry away from 
Guiney's Bridge and Downer's Bridge, on the Po, both a 
short distance west of the railroad. Bowling Green was then 
occupied without a fight. But at Milford Station, on the rail- 
road, the enemy were drawn up, with artillery and rifle-pits, 
to contest the possession of the railroad-bridge across the 
Mattapony. At this point there had been concentrated quan- 
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titles of stores lor Lee's annj, which we might have captured. 
But spies and traitors in our camp had given timelj informa- 
tion; and although we flanked the enemy and drove him away 
precipitately, the stores were gone. This movement of our 
cavahry was designed to clear the way for the advance of the 
grand army by the left flank. Here we shall leave the direct 
advance for a short time, to consider the collateral parts of 
the great programme. 
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CHAPTER XXX, 

CO-OPERATING MOVEMENTS. 
Bhkrtdah'b raid.— Thx battlb of Yklwjw Tavkbk.— J. E. B. Stuabt kilued.— 

ThK BAIOXIM RIACH THX JaMKS.— FOBTUlTSfl OF 81OXL.— DkFXATSO BT BeXOKIN- 
BIDOR.— ^UTLXR^B MOYBlCXirre.— III! DISPATCH.— BXAURXGARp'fl ATTAOX.— HXR- 
MXTIOALLY 8XALXD.— KaUTS^I R^XD.— -STAXTOK^t DUPATOB.— BdTLXR'b FAILURB.— 
How TnB WANT OF OO-OFRBATIOR AFFXCTXD Gl^NT. 

The co-operating moyements wbioh Grant had, as we have 
seen, so skilfollj and carefully prearranged, claim a place in 
the history, not only as parts, although subordinate, of the 
great campaign, but also, and especially, because they display 
new traits of genius and skill on^the part of the great com- 
mander. The failure of some of these caused him to alter his 
plans under the pressure of circumstances, and gave him a 
thousandfold additional trouble. The first that we shall con- 
sider, because it was made by a portion of the Am^y of the 
Potomac, and may be considered indeed a part of its move- 
ment, is the very successful, well-conducted cavalry raid of 
General Sheridan, to aid our advance by cutting Iiee's com- 
munications with Bichmond. 

SHEBIDANS BAID. 

This gallant and self-confident general moved from Spoito 
sylvania at daylight on Monday, the 9th of May, with portions 
of the three divisions of his corps, — General Merrit, with the 
First Division, leading; General Wilson, with the Third, in 
the centre 5 and General Gregg, with the Second, bringing up 
the rear. His first direction, to .deceive the enemy, was 
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towards Fredericksburg; but when within three miles of that 
city, he turned southward, passed rapidly along the enemy's 
rigbt flank, chiefly by the Niggerfoot road, to Child's Ford, 
and thence to the crossing of the North Anna by Anderson's 
Bridge. He captured the Beaver Dam Station on the Central 
Bailroad, destroyed two locomotives, three trains of cars, ten 
miles of the railroad track, and one million five fiundred thou-, 
sand rations. Here also he recaptured four hundred of our 
men who tad been captured in the recent battles, and were 
being taken to the horrors of 'the Libby prison at Richmond. 
With our later knowledge of the 'atrocities committed in the 
rebel prisons, this latter alone was a sufficient achievement, 
had nothing else been done. At the Beaver Dam Station they 
were violently attacked by the enemy in flank and rear, and 
met with some inconsiderable losses, but their advance was 
not long impeded. 

On Wednesday morning, the 11th, Sheridan marched to the 
crossing of the Soutb Anna Eiver at Ground Squirrel Bridge, 
and sent one brigade, under General Davies, to Ashland Sta- 
tion on the railroad. There Davies burned the depot, de- 
stroyed six miles of the track, with the cidverts anH army 
bridges, atnd returned unscathed to the main body, wliich had 
been pursuing its march southward. 

Hearing that the enemy's cavalry was in force at Yellow 
Tavern, Sheridan advanced boldly, by the way of Glenallen 
Station, to meet him. Here he crossed swords with the re- 
doubtable General J. E. B: Stuart, and drove him away with 
loss. Stuart, no less anxious for battle than Sheridan, opened 
the fight, by attacking our advanced brigade, under Devens, 
whicb migbt have been overpowered had it not been promptly 
supported by the brigades of Custer, Gill, and Wilson. The 
greatest loss to the enemy, and a corresponding advantage to 
us, was^ found in the fact that General Stuart was mortally 
wounded in tHs action. This officer was perhaps tlie best 
cavalry general in the rebel service. A graduate of West 
Point in the cl^^ss of 1854, he had resigned his commission in 
the United States army to join the rebel cause; and being 
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constantlj engaged in Yirginia, had greatly distingnished liim- 
Belf in many battles, and particularly in bold raids on the 
flanks and rear of our army. He had now met more than his 
match as a raider, and his death at the hands of a raiding 
party. A man of such skill and untiring energy should have 
fallen in a better cause. 

Pursuing his advantage gained at Yellow Tavern, Sheridan 
made a bold dash upon the outer defences of Bichmond. 
Having gained the Brook Pike, which lay west of the Yellow 
Tavern, he charged across the Brook creek or river against 
the first line, which he carried, Custer's brigade even captur- 
ing a section of artillery and a hundred prisoners. Finding 
the second line too strong, and thoroughly commanded bj 
redoubts and bastioned works, and the enemy's troops rally* 
ing to the defence, Sheridan recrossed his advanced troops, 
and retired rapidly to the passage of the Chickahominy at 
Meadow Bridge. To cut off his retreat, he found that the en- 
emy had partially destroyed thd bridge, and had commanded 
the ruins by a force of infantry from Bichmond. He rebuilt 
it hastily under a galling fire, and then detaching a force to 
watch the enemy on his right flank, he moved rapidly through 
Mechanicsville, by a slight detour through Cold Harbor, to a 
second crossing of the Chickahominy at Bottom's Bridge. 
After crossing he destroyed the bridge, and proceeded to Tur- 
key Bend, where he communicated by messenger with General 
Butler. His weary troopers reached Haxall's, on the James, 
on the 14th of May. 

As compared with the encounters of large armies, the terri- 
ble shocks of battle, in which thousands fall, such exploits as 
this of Sheridan's bold riders are for the time eclipsed ; but 
this expedition, conducted with rare address and dashing 
valor, produced moral effects upon the enemy which cannot 
be ignored. It is, besides, one of the beautiful and logical 
steps in the progress of Sheridan's reputation, which found 
itfl acme of glory in the last days of the great war. 
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la accordance with the precise instmcnSiUs iiuui tfeheral 
Grant, to which we have abeady referred, Sigel's movements 
in the Valley and in Western Virginia were commenced on 
the 1st of May. 

He confided the immediate command of the Kanawha expe- 
dition to General George Crook, who divided his forces into' 
two columns, one of which was nnder General W. W. Averill, 
Both columns, starting from Charleston, on the Kanawha, 
crossed the mountains by separate routes. Without attempt- 
ing to present the details of their march, it is sufficient to our 
purpose to know that the colunm under Averill struck the 
Tennessee and Virginia Bailroad, near Wytheville, on the 
10th, and then moved, not ujiimpeded by the enemy, to New 
Eiver and Christianburg. Averill destroyed the New Eiver 
Bridge, skilfully eluded the gathering forces of the enemy, but 
did not succeed in destroying the lead-mines. He joined 
Crook at Union, in Monroe Coxmty, on the 15th. 

Crook, leaving Charleston on the same day, with three bri- 
gades, advanced rapidly, with the purpose of striking the rail- 
road at Dublin Station, between Wytheville and New Biver. 
Fighting the enemy, as he marched southward, at Princetown, 
and near the southwestern base of Lloyd's Mountain, he ad- 
vanced to the railroad, drove them through Dublin, and de- 
stroyed the railroad effectually, southwestward as far as New- 
beme. A large force of the enemy now appearing, he did not 
attempt to advance upon Lynchburg, but marched northward 
to Meadow Bluff, in Greenbrier County. This double expe- 
dition, although it had frightened the enemy and drawn oft 
his troops, had not succeeded as a co-operating column. 

Let us now turn to Sigel. This officer, in accordance with 
his instructions, had moved with a force not far short of eight 
thousand m,en, up the Shenandoah Valley, .as far as Newmar- ' 
ket, a town near the Manassas Gbp Baiiroad, about fifty miles 
from Winchester, and midway between Mount Jackson and 
Harrisonburg. To meet him and contest his advance, the 
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rebel General Breckinridge had been sent by Lee to gather up 
all the forces he could hastUy collect, and, leaving Jenkins and 
McOausland to resist the advance of Crook and Averill, to fall 
upon and beat SigeL Could Sigel succeed in beating him, 
and make a triumphant advance upon Staunton, and then, 
strike right or left at Lynchburg or Gordonsvillc, the as- 
sistance to Grant would have been of Incalculable value. Bnt 
he was very far from such success. He made an entire fail- 
ure^in part due to himself — ^that is, as far as concerned the 
battle which he fought with Breckinridge ; and in part, as far 
as all further movements were concerned, to the want of co- 
operation in Crook's force. 

On the 15th of May the armies of Sigel and Breckinridge 
met in the shook of battle; and although the enemy lost 
greatly, Sigel was driven back and entirely defeated, losing a 
portion of his train, six guns, and one thousand prisoners, and 
abandoning his hospitals. He retired behind Cedar Creek. 
Thus one part, and an important one, of General Grant's com- 
plex plan had been shipwrecked, and the Vebel forces which 
had opposed the columns of Sigel came back, with all the 
prestige of victory, to swell Lee's forces, and make the work 
of the army of the Potomac still more difficult. 

Without loss of time, at the request of Grant, Sigel was re- 
lieved, and Gelieral David Hunter placed in command. Wo 
shall allude to the part he played, a little later in the nar- 
rative. 

It is time now to examine the co-operating movements of 
Butler ; for upon these Grant had placed a sfill stronger de- 
pendence. 

butler's movements. 

Butler's force consisted of the Eighteenth Army Corps, 
commanded by General W. F. Smith, and the Tenth, com- 
manded by General Quincy A. GiUmore. The former of these 
generals was held in great repute for his gallant services in 
the Army of the Potomac, when under McClellan and Burn- 
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side, and for his skilful and rapid engineering at Chattanooga. 
The latter had gained great renown by his magnificent ap- 
proaches on Morris Island, and his matchless artillery practice 
against the city of Charleston. 

At the opening of the campaign, Butler's army was concen- 
trated at Torktown and Gloucester, apparently threatening to 
move upon Eichmond upon the old track of General McClel- 
lan. To give color to this view, a cavalry force, eighteen hun- 
dred strong, was sent to West Point, at the head of the river, 
but with the real design of marching across the country and 
joining the main body when it should have gained a foothold 
on the James Biver. 

On the 4th of May, Butler embarked his forces on trans- 
ports, but did not move until after dark, when he went rapidly 
down the York and up the James, unobserved by the enemy. 
Leavftig one brigade' of colored troops at Wilson's wharf, un- 
der General Wild, two regiments at Fort Powhatan, and 
Hink'S division at City Point, he landed the main body at Ber- 
muda Hundred, a very strong position on the south bank of 
the James,, in the bend of the river, three miles above the 
mouth of the Appomattox. Here he rapidly intrenched him- 
self, and the navy gunboats were placed to guard the flanlfs. 
Bermuda Hundred, which has become so famous a name in 
the history of the campaign, was not a town, but, when he oo- 
cnpied it, boasted ten or twelve old-fashioned houses, and a 
few negro cabins. 

When he was ready to start from Torktown, he had also 
sent -General Kautz, with a cavalry force, to operate on the 
railroads south of Petersburg and Eichmond. 

Thus far the expedition, cleverly conducted, had been a 
complete surprise to the enemy. We had gained a most val- 
uable point south of Eichmond ; and could our troops have 
been at once pressed forward in full force, great things i^ight 
have been effected. 

The 6th of May was spent in making reconnoissanoes, and 
on the 7th, General Brooks, with five brigades, was sent to 
destroy the railroad between Eichmond and Petersburg. After 
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considerable fighting, this force succeeded in destroying a 
railroad-bridge about seven miles north of Petersburg, and 
tearing up a portion of the track ; but the enemy, sagacious 
and rapid, and now thoroughly aUve to the condition of things, 
sent a heavy force, and our troops were compelled to retire- 
Little had been gained. Again a day intervened, and on the 
9th, Butler dispatched three divisions of the Tenth Army 
Corps, and two of the Eighteenth, for a more thorough 
destruction of the railroad. This force was successfol in 
destroying the track ; but after a night battie, in vrhich fhey 
suffered terribly, they^were compelled to fall back to their 
original position: General Butier's dispatch to Secretary 
Stanton, on the 9th, epitomizes his successes in far too 
decided and hopeful a vein. We give some of the para- 
graphs: 

" General Kautz, with three thousand cavalry from Suffolk, 
on the same day with our movements up the James Biver, 
forced the Blackwater, burnt the raihroad-bridge at 4Stony 
Creek, below Petersburg, cutting in two Beauregard's force at 
that point. 

•" We have landed here, intrenched ourselves, destroyed 
many miles of railroad, and got a position which, with proper 
supplies, we can hold against the wliole of Lee's army. I 
have ordered up the supplies. 

" Beauregard, with a large portion of his force, was left 
south by the cutting of the railroads by Kautz. 
. " That portion which reached Petersburg, under Hill, I have 
whipped to-day, killing and wounding many, and taking many 
prisoners, after a severe and well-contested fight. 

" General Grant will not be troubled with any further re- 
enforcements to Lee from Beauregard's force." 

This dispatch needs no comment. Those who follow the 
narrative wiU be astonished to find how much General Butler 
was deceived at this time. But the fighting was not over. 
These troops of Beauregard were to trouble both Butter and 
Grant. Indeed, the evening of the very day upon which this 
dispatch was written must have opened his eyes* More time 
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was lost in resting the troops which were driven back on the 
night of the 9th ; and on the morning of Thursday, the 12th9 
Smith and Gillmore again moved forward, advancing their 
corps to the raikoad and northward — GiUmore towards Chester 
Station, and Smith b j the right, along the river-bank, towards 
I>niry's Bluff and Fort Darling. This movement, vigorously 
conducted, promised to make all right again. Grossing the 
raikoad, Gillmore advanced towards Chesterfield Courthouse, 
and then diverging to the right, joined Smith, against whom, 
it was evident, the enemy was now massing his troops. StiU 
advancing, they encountered an outer Une of intrenchments, 
running across the railroad to the river. 

On the evening of the 13th, aiid the morning of the 14th, 
Gillmore carried the first line in his front with comparatively 
smaU loss, and General Smith the first line on the right ; and 
the enemy retired to his second and stronger line. 

While manoeuvring to uttack the interior redoubts, which 
commanded the outer line, Butler received, in battle form, the 
true story of Beauregard's appearance. That general had 
collected the loose forces in North and South Carolina, and, 
but little impeded by Eautz's gallant raid, had come up to 
take command of the forces and country south and east of 
lUchmond; against Butler. 

beattbegabd's attack. 

On the morning of the 16th, under cover of a thick fog, he 
made a violent onslaught on our advanced troops. First 
attacking the extreme right, held by Heckman's brigade, 
Weitzel's division, Eighteenth Corps, he drives it back, and 
captures its commander. Moving by the turnpike, atiother 
force drives Ashley's battery from the field, but he saves 
bis guns. Smith's troops behave with the greatest gallantry ; 
but the rebels attack his hne at all points, only making feints 
upon Gillmore, who forms the left. Smith's corps is pressed 
back. Gillmore sustains the charges now directed upon him, 
and even moves to flank the rebel attack upon Spoith, when 
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orders come up from General Butler to fall back. He has lost 
three thousand men ; and in spite of groat gallantry on the 
part of generals and men, he finds his army hermetically 
sealed in Bermuda Hundred, by intrenchments of the enemy 
close and parallel to our own. He can hold it with a cor- 
poral's guard ; but troops i^ere are of no earthly use to 
Grant : they must be withdrawn and employed elsewhere. 

KAXJTZ'S KAID. 

"Kautz makes another splendid raid ; but it is now, as the 
French have it, apropos de rien : it has no bearing on Butler's 
plans. In itself, however, it deserves special commendation. 
Starting again on the 12th (he had only returned from tho 
former raid on the 8th), he moved against the Danville Rail- 
road. He first struck it, not far from Bichmond, at Coalfield 
Station ; thence following the track, he reached Powhatan, 
and, crossing the Appomattox, he came to Chola. At these 
points he burned the depots, tore up the track, and destroyed 
two freight-trains, one locomotive, and a quantity of stores. 
Losing no time, he then pushed down the river by Goodes* 
Bridge and Devil's Bridge, and then southward to Wilson's 
Station, on the Southside road. This station, as well as those 
at Welvillo and Black-and-White, he destroyed ; and then he 
made his way through Laurenceville and Jonesboro' to Jar- 
rett s Station, on the Weldon road, and thence to City Point, 
which he reached on the 17th. 

On the same day. General Butler telegraphed to Washing- 
ton the success of Kautz's expedition ;. but either he was not 
communicative in regard to the condition of affairs within his 
own lines, or Mr. Secretary Stanton thought it prudent to 
withhold the information. The dispatch to which we refer is 
as follows : 

Wab DxPARTacXNT, Washington, May 17—9 p. m. 
Majob-Gbkerai. Dec : 

Dispatches from General Butler, just received, report the Bucoeas of his 
expedition under General Kautz, to cut the Danville road, and destroy the iron 
bridge acioss the Appomattox. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CX>-OPBRATrVE MOVEMENTS. " 329 

On Mondfty monung, the enemj in force, under cover of a thick fog, made 
an attack upon Smith's lin@, and forced it back in some confusion, and with 
considerable loes. But as soon as the fog lifted. General Smith re-established 
Ills lines, and the enemj was driven back to his original lines. 

^t the same time, the enemy made an attack, ^m Petersburg, on General 
Butler's farces guarding the rear, but were handscnnely repulsed. 

TTlie troops having been on incessant duty for five days, three of which were 
in a ndnrstorm. General Butler retired leisurely within his own lines. We hold 
tlie raOroad betw^n Petersburg and Richmond. 

Persons state that Bragg and Davis were present on the field. 

EimiN M. STAifnoN, Secretary of War. 

1^0 amotint of elegant enpliemisin can cbnceal the fact, that 
^vliatever the eanses, the movements south of Bictmond had 
ended in lamentable failure — a failure not due to want of 
good intentions, nor to lack of energy, but apparently to a 
^v^ant of military savoir faire. According to that simple defi- 
" nition of strategy, " the art of directing masses against 
decisive points," or "masses against fragments," he had 
failed at the outset of the campaign, by dividing and detach- 
ing forces, instead of moving his whole force. Instead of 
moving at once, valuable time was lost in these detached 
movements. His army was badly handled. • He assimied a 
weak offensive, indicating a want of military knowledge and 
experience ; and a bitter, brave, and exasperated enemy, who 
-was deficient in neither, turned the tables upon him by taking a 
strong offensive, beat him, followed him to his intrenchments, 
and hemmed him in so closely, that he was fain, while protected 
by the gunboats, to hurry his own defences to completion. 

Grant was indeed beset, not simply by rebel armies, led by 
skilful and brave general^, but by Federal failures ; — Sigel 
defeated in the west, and Breckinridge re-enforcing Lee with 
about fifteen thousand men ; Butler defeated at the south, 
and Beauregard free to send Lee a great part of his troops. 
It was necessary for him to modify, without materially alter- 
ing, his plans ; and he moved with the Army of the Potomac, 
to try an alternative thought of at the beginning — ^the cross- 
ing of the James, and the union of the armies under his own 
eye and command. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

FBOX SF01TSILYANIA TO THE 0HI0EAH0HIE9T. 



Thb ooBPfl xoYC^KB-smroBcoaaEiiTs.— Loasn vbox ICat 12 to 21.'-^y thx Nosx 
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81. — ^W. F. SXITH DSTAOHXD VBOIC BlTTLXB. — ^ThS BATTLKS OV CoU> HaSBOX 

— Tbb OBOiBnra ov thb Chigxahoiomt. 



Let us now retmn to the Army qf the Potomac, with which 
Grant had his headquarters, and which, when we left it, wa^ 
preparing to follow its cavabry advance, under Torbert, marcli- 
ing by the left flank to its new destination, and to carry out 
plans modified for the reasons presented above. Hancock's 
(Second) corps moved silently, at midnight of the 20th, from 
its position on the Ny, near the courthouse, and marching by 
the left, in the track of the cavalry, to Bowling Green, crossed 
the Mattapony at Milford Bridge, which Torbert had wrested 
from the enemy, capturing one hundred prisoners. Long- 
streets corps moved up by a parallel road, as before from the 
wilderness to Spottsylvania. 

At daylight on the morning of the 21st, Warren, with the 
Fifth Corps, pushed after Hancock, in connecting distance, • 
driving away that portion of the enemy's force which was 
again clustering around Milford Bridge. Li this new order 
of movement from right to left, the whole army was put in 
motion during the day. But to cover the operation, Bum- 
side, before he moved with the Niath Corps, threw out Ledlie's 
brigade in a strong skirmish line, thus making a dcmonstra- 
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tion to retain the enemy in position. He then withdrew hia 
corps after nightfall, and by a roundabout march, rendered so 
"by small bodies of the enemy which obstructed his direct 
advance, he arrived at Bowling Green at four o'clock on the 
afternoon of the 22d. The next morning he joined the 
advanced corps at Milford Station. 

The Sixth Corps, under Wright, also left its place in line on 
^' A evening of the 2l8t; and while retiring from Spottsyl- 
vania, it was attacked by Hill in force, and with great desper^ 
ation, but the assault was handsomely repelled by Bussell's 
division, and the further march unmolested. 

The enemy, entirely acquainted with our movements, was 
never for a moment irresolute. At one o'clock on Friday 
night, not more than an hour and a haU after Hancock had 
moved, Longstreet's corps was in position to contest its ad- 
vance and block its further progress. 

Meantime, re-enforcements of men, cavalry horses, and sup- 
plies were pouring down to Grant's army, and preparations 
were busily made for the new depots, that were hereafter to 
supply him: Our losses, from the 12th of May to the 21st, 
were as follows : Killed, one hundred and fourteen officers, 
and two thousand and thirty-two enlisted men ; wounded, two 
himdred and fifty-niue officers, and seven thousand six hun- 
dred and ninety-seven men ; missing, thirty -one officers, and 
two hundred and forty-eight men ; — ^total, ten thousand three 
hundred and eighty-one. 

The powers of the lieutenant-general were now most severely 
taxed and tested in the manoeuvring of a very large army, in 
an extremely diffictdt and thoroughly hostile country, and in 
the face of a desperate enemy, fighting for the salvation of his 
capital, and, with it, for the very life of his cause. In the 
flanking movements which he had inaugurated, and in which 
he must now petsist until he should take more permanent 
ground south of Bichmond, Grant's flank was constantly 
exposed. His troops must be kept well together ; and he must 
be always ready to form in line of battle, to receive the 
enemy's attacks. 
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It was now the moming of the 22d of May, and the entire 
anny — ^less the corps of Bumside, which was still en route — 
had reached the banks of the North Anna, and were thus dis- 
posed: Tlie Fifth Corps was near Jericho Mills, with the 
Second on its left, reaching to the railroad, and coveiing Tay- 
lor's Bridge, and the Sixth in rear and reserve. 

The North Anna has in that yicinity three important fords — 
Island, Jericho, and Chesterfield or Taylor's Bridge ferds. 
About two or three hundred yards in front (t. c, north) of Tay- 
lor's, is Long Creek, a small run parallel to the river. The 
ground between forms a little peninsula, occupied by the 
Second Corps. The bridge-head in their front was a redan^ 
with its faces touching the river, and protected by batteries 
and rifle-pits on the southern bank. At this bridge the 
enemy made a determined stand. Hancock at once made his 
dispositions to drive them away and gain the bridge. The 
works were carried in the evening by a portion of Bimey's 
division; and, during the night, one end was held by the 
enemy and one by our men. All their attempts to fire the 
bridge were frustrated. In the moming, Hancock dashed on, 
carried the bridge, and captured a few prisoners who were too 
slow in retiring. 

Meeting at first no considerable force in his front, he laid 
a ponton, and then marched out to find them. They were 
not far distant First he encountered a strong skirmish Une, 
and then was assaulted by the main body, who succeeded for 
a short time in driving him back ; but, massing his troops, he 
advanced in turn, drove them away, and captured a tliousand 
prisoners. 

ON TH£ KOBTH ANNA. 

It was nightfall on the 22d before Bumside came up, and 
after some skirmishing with the enemy at Oxford, took post, 
on both banks, between Hancock and Warren. Wright, with 
the Sixth Corps, marched to take position on the right of 
Warren ; and thus they lay for the two foUoi^dDg days, to 
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await the enemy's moyements. This space of time served to 
develop the fact that the enemy was still strongly in our 
front, posted in a wedge form, with the angle or apex point- 
ing to the space between Hancock and Warren. He wa^ 
thus threatening onr weak point, and catting the communi- 
cation. 

It may be well to state the positions a little more mi- 
nutely. The Sixth Corps was on the south side, on our right, 
crossing the Central Bailroad, and extending to Little Biver. 
Next on its left, and' all south of the river, was the Fifth 
CJorps. To the left of it was only a portion of Bumside's 
corps (one division), the rest being on the north bank. Han- 
cock, with the Second, occupied the left, having two divisions 
on the south bank, and on6 on the north. 

General Lee had thrown back his right to the Hanover 
marshes, and his left at about the. same angle from the 
river. On one side of this wedge, thus formed by his troops, 
lay the Second Corps and Potter's division of the Ninth; 
and on the other were the Fifth and Sixth Corps. The 
apex of the wedge rested upon the river. Lee deserves 
great credit for the formation in this position. It was skil- 
ful and timely. At the same time he threatened our line in 
front of Bumside, while secure from our attacks. We were, 
therefore, in a very disadvantageous position. Hancock's 
corps was abreast one face of the wedge; Warren's and 
Wright's corps were abreast the other face. Now, when 
Bumside attempted to throw his comniand across the North 
Anna at a transit intermediate between the points of passage 
of Hancock and Warren, his advance division, under General 
Crittenden, suflfered veiy severely in the operation. Moreover, 
when Warren attempted to extend his hne by sending down 
Crawford's division from the right to connect with Crittenden, 
this force also was assailed, and with considerable difficulty 
made its way back. Then the Confederates interposing, cut 
oflf connection between ^Hancock's and Warren's corps, and 
therefore between the two mngs of the army. We could 
luvpe little from an .attack in front; and should the Z'T^rtU 
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Anna become suddenly swollen by rains, the position was 
perilous in the extreme. Thus reasoned the lieutenant-gen- 
eral. As soon as full information was received, he had recourse 
to his flanking tactics. He directed Warren and Wright to 
make a demonstration in their front, threatening the enemy's 
left ; and he sent Wilson, with a cavahT" force, to destroy the 
Central Railroad thoroughly. Under cover of these opera- 
tions, he prepared for the new movement by the left Thus 
the 24:th, 25th, and 26th of May were spent on the North 
Anna. 

The corps were withdrawn, rapidly and secretly, one af- 
ter the other, beginning on our right. Only a strong skir- 
mish line was left to engage the enemy's attention; and then, 
on Thursday evening, the 26th, the Sixth Corps, recrossing 
the river, took up its line of march, followed by the Fifth, 
Ninth, and Second. Thus again the enemy was compelled to 
abandon his strong position, and move, pari passu^ with our 
. army ; while Grant steadily pushed down towards Bichmond, 
without uncovering Washington, at least to any considerable 
advance of the enemy, for a single day. 

shekidan's betubn. 

The cavalry expedition of Sheridan, to which we have 
already referred, after remaining three days at Haxall's to refit 
and supply, had started on its return march on the 17th of 
May. On the 18th he was at Baltimore Cross-roads, south of 
the Pamunkey, near Whit^ House. On the 21st, a party 
destroyed two bridges and a long stretch of railroad-track, not 
far from Hanover Courthouse. Striking out in every direc- 
tion, he encountered and drove a party of the enemy's cavalry 
across the Chickahominy, on the same day ; and on the 23d 
he crossed the Pamunkey at White House. On the 25th he 
reached Milford, and joined the Army of the Potomac. A 
two-edged sword, his march southward had cut the enemy's 
communications, while his return march prepared the way for 
the southern movement of our army. ^ , 
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He was not allowed for a moment to rest. On the night of 
the 26th he moved, with two cavalry divisions and Russell's 
infantry division of the Sixth, Corps, down the Pamnnkey; 
and by noon of Friday, the 27th, he had seized the ferry 
crossing at Hanovertown, and thrown a ponton-bridge across. 
This ferry is only fifteen miles from Richmond. 

The problem now was to put the whole army across, aban- 
doning all northern bases. In anticipation of this, a lai'ge 
quantity of supplies had been sent by transports, around by 
way of West Point, to White House on the Pamunkey. It 
was just two years, within ten days, since the White House 
had been the headquarters of General McCleUan, who, respect- 
ing it as formerly the property of Washington, had refused to 
occupy it, but had planted his tent in a neighboring meadow. 
But the ruthless spirit of war is no respecter of persons or 
property, and it was afterwards used, like other buildings, as a 
military depot. 

The crossing of the Pamunkey by the Grand Army occu- 
pied the 27th and 28th of May. The Fifth and Ninth corps 
crossed at Hanover Ferry, while the Second and Sixth made 
the passage at Huntley's Ford, above. 

The change of base thus effected gave the enemy great con- 
cern, although they affected to indulge in some ribald pleas- 
antries on the occasion. QrAnt had, after all his terrible losses, 
only oome upon M^Clellan's old ground, without accomplish- 
ing any thing but " butchery." But behind this was an ill- 
concqaled tremor. The army that had driven them down in 
spite of all their efforts — ^that had inflicted terrible losses upon 
them — ^was, by one means or another, slowly but surely 
approaching Richmond, and evidently intended to continue 
fighting to the end. A lokg way from the old bases, they had 
established new ones. Although the troops were worn and 
harassed, they were equal to the emergency. The weather 
was beautiful. The jesters about the change of base wished 
Grant much further off. The country, too, was satisfied. If 
he was to take Richmond, he must go to it, and he was always 
on the direct road. , ^ i 
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\ ... 

Our scouts haTing reported that Breckinridge was near 

Hanover Courthouse, on our right, with five thousand in- 
fantry and Wickham and Lomax's brigades of cavaky, a 
reconnoitring force was sent in that direction to check their 
advance, while we steadily moved southward. In this move- 
ment, the advance of Sheridan's cavalry, proceeding towards 
Mechanicsville, encountered the enemy at Hawe's shop, near 
the crossing of the Tolopotomy, after a severe conflict, in 
which ho lost four hundred men, drove them back, and licld 
the crossing until they were relieved by the Second Corps, 
which came up rapidly for the purpose. 

The 29th was Sunday. Our army was entirely across the 
river and three miles beyond ; and Grant, ha\dng discovered 
the positions and forces of the enemy, now made liis disposi- 
tions to meet them. Lee's army was now more than evei 
specially arranged for the defence of Bichmond. In a genera] 
way, his line may be described as forming a concave towards 
ours. His right was extended beyond Shady Grove and 
Mechanicsville; his centre covered Atley's Station, on the 
railroad ; while his left stretched in the direction of Hanover 
Courthouse. His army, on the alert,.was prepared to follow 
every motion of ours. 

On Monday, the 30th, the Army of the Potomac was thus 
disposed : Hancock having been pushed forward, relieving 
Sheridan, on the road from Hawe's shop, towards Atley's 
Station, pushed the enemy across the Toldpotomy, and occu- 
pied the centre. Warren having advanced, skirmishing with 
the enemy on the road to Shady Grove Church, formed the 
left. Wright, who had been ordered up on the right of Han- 
cock, had for a short time occupied Hanover Courthouse, but 
closing down to his left, now formed the right T\dng. But on 
the 30th, tlie Niuth Corps, which had been in rear of our left, 
moved into the space between Hancock and Warreti, and • 
pushed out on the road towards Pole Green Church. One 
division of cavalry, under Wilson, covered our right and rear, 
wliile those of Torbort and Gregg were moving in front of tho 
loft— the pickets well thrown out on the Cold Harbor road. 

^Google 
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Thus, unth all its antennsB feeling for the enemy, the army 
bIowIj advanced. 



♦ 
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CAVALRT 



At two P. H. of the 30th, the cavalry pickets on our left, 
which were advancing by the Cold Harbor road, were driven 
in, and Warren — ^whose advance, gradually moving to the left, 
v^ras then neay Bethesda Church — ^was violently attacked by a 
division of iJweU's corps, at about five o'clock, ffis left flank 
was for a time endangered by the vigor of the enemy's assault; 
but by the timely arrival of Crawford's division, the enemy 
was repulsed, and then driven back by a road parallel to the 
Cold Harbor road. As soon as General Meade heard of the 
enemy's assault upon Warren, he issued orders for an attack 
along the whole line, in order to turn the brunt from Warren ; 
but most of the corps commanders did not receive the order 
in time. Hancock, however, did, and with most commendable 
promptitude he advanced Barlow to the attack, drove away 
the enemy's skirmishers, captured their rifle-pits, and Jiipld 
ihem all night. A reconnoissance found Lee in a strong line 
covering the approaches to the Chickahominy. 

We pause for a moment to give a snpamary of our losses, 
from the time of taking position on the North Anna to the eve 
of the engagement at Cold Harbor, — L e., from the 21st to the 
31st of May. Tlvsy had been trifling in comparison with our 
former losses: Killed, twelve officers, and one hundred and 
thirty-three enlisted men ; wounded, sixty-seven officers, and 
one thousand and sixty-three men ; missing, three officers, 
and three hundred and twenty-four men ;— total, one thorf&and 
six hundred and seven. 
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As it was nowmanifest to Grant that Butler had a much 
greater number of troops than he could use, he was directed 
to send to the army with Grant all the surplus troops forming 
the Eighteenth Corps, 16,000 strong under W- F. Smith. 
This corps having taken transports at City Point, had moved 
down the James and up the York and Pamunkey rivers to 
White House. Grant's headquarters during the 31st were at 
a point five miles southeast of Hanover Courthouse, where 
he could best direct the momentous operations upon which he 
was now to enter. Preparatory to these, Wilson was dis- 
patched with a cavalry division to Hanover Junction, to 
destroy the track and the railroad-bridge over the Anna, and 
thus prevent Lee from detaching troops northward, if he 
should be inclined to do so. This Wilson effected completely, 
defeating and driving away a force of the- enemy's cavalry 
which had been sent to prevent it. 

To check our direct advance — to cover the Chickahominy, 
Bichmond, and the Virginia Central Railroad near the city — 
the corps of Ewell, Longstreet, ^d Hill were drawn up in line 
parallel to our front, and their cavalry was posted en vedette, 
on both flanks, as far as Hanover Courthouse on their left, 
and Bottom's Bridge on their right, — a long line in observation, 
soon to be broken up and move in accordance with our move- 
ments. Still intending to move by the left flank. Grant now 
directed Sheridan to push forward to Cold Harbor, a point 
which it was important to secure before moving his whole 
army to the left. Sheridan moved forward rapidly, l^orbert's 
division in advance, and seized the convergence of the roads ; 
but no sooner had he done so, than the enemy, equally im- 
pressed with the value of the position,* came upon him with 
overwhelming numbers. Sheridan sent word back that he 
was hard pressed, but was directed to maintain the position at 



* Grant had secured a position, tlie importance of wUcli was that it waa 
the point of convergence of all the roads, radiating, -whether io Richmond (his 
objecUye point), or to Wldte House (his base of sopplics).— Pollard, " Third 
Yenr of the War/' p. 270. 
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all hazards, until lie cotild be relieved by the infantry. The 
contest was xmequal and very severe, but^ this gallant officer 
held on-with a tenacions grasp which the enemy could not 
shake off, for the space of twenty-four hours ; when the arrival 
of the Sixth Corps, under Wright, and W. P. Smith's Eigh- 
teenth corps, from the White House, reUeved him from his 
peril. Hoke's division had been hurled upon him twice to . 
drive' him out, but in vain. Wright came up on the afternoon 
of June 1st, and, immediately proceeding to attack, we forced 
the enemy from parts of his first line, forcing him to fall back 
to a second one. Wright then took post in front of Cold Har- 
bor, on the road to Gaines* Mill — ^Eicketts' division on the 
right, Russell in the centre, and Neill on the left. It was now 
past three o'clock, when Smith brought up his corps, after a 
severe march of twenty-five miles from White House, and 
formed rapidly on the right of the Sixth — Martindale's divi- 
sion on tHfc right, W. H. T. Brooks in the centre, and Devens 
on the left. Unimpaired by the fatigues of the march, these 
splendid fellows rushed at once upon the enemy in their front, 
crodsiDg an open space and a small fringe of woods, and burst 
upon the enemy's rifle-pits, capturing five hundred prisoners. 
It was in vain that the enemy made vigorous attacks during 
the night, and posted batteries enfilading our line. They 
-were imable to recapture their works. Our losses, which were 
about two thousand, were of course greater than those of the 
enemy, who sustained the principal attack behind his iu- 
trenchments. 

The result of this severe fighting was that we held Cold 
Harbor, and thus were enabled to cover White House," and 
continue our southern movement. 

Our line of battle on Thursday, the 2d of June, extended 
from Cold Harbor to Bethesda Church. Hancock, on the 
left, occupied Cold Harbor. On his right was the Sixth 
Corps ; then in order the Eighteenth and Fifth ; while Bum- 
side, who had been drawn in to Bethesda Churcfh, formed the 
right. Cold Harbor was a strate^c point of great importance. 
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While Bttmside was performing the movement indicated on 
the afternoon of the 2d of June, he was attacked in force, and 
the enemy succeeded even in penetrating between "Warren and 
himself, and capturing a number of prisoners ; but the prompt 
movement and gallantry of Bartlett's brigade checked and 
drove back this force and the line was restored. 



COLD HABBOB. 

On Friday, June 3d, a new movement was begun, at foui 
o'clock in the morning, and resulted in one of the most ter- 
rible and hardly contested battles of the war. Before making 
a new advance by the left flank, Grant determined again to 
try the strength of the enemy, and he had issued orders that 
an assault should be made upon him along the whole Una. 
At the specified time, all moved forward with varying fortune. 
Hancock, on our left, advanced, with the divisions of Gibbon 
and Barlow, up the slope in his front, which was swept by 
a terrible artillery fire. So vigorous was this attack, that* the 
enemy was pushed out of his works, and thrown back upon 
his second line. But here he rallied, threw in a fearful enfi- 
lading fixe upon our advance, and in turn drove it out in hot 
haste to seek shelter from the iron storm ; but not so rapidly 
as not to take with it three hundred prisoners and one color. 
Not content with this, however, the enemy attacked our lines 
furiously again and again, but were repulsed. 

Quite similar to this w2is the fortune of the attack made by 
our .'Centre, under Smith and Wright. They also came near 
the works in their front by a splendid charge, but were driven 
back by the enemy, and forced to throw up intrenchmcnts 
near his works. As the enemy had massed heavily on our left 
and left centre, the principal fighting was in front of these 
corps, and when it was foimd that wo could not drive him 
from his intrenchmcnts, offensive operations ceased at about 
eleven o'clock. 

The fighting in front pf Warren and Bumsido was unim- 
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portant ; Bumside manoeuvred to the rigHt so as to threaten 
the enemy's position, but when he was reported as ready to 
attack, it had been deemed best to suspend the assault. 

A few hours after another attack was ordered, but the 
troops were not in condition to make it, and it was aban- 
doned. 

On our extreme right, Wilson had been posted with the 
Third Cavalry Division, and there he came in contact with 
the cavalry of Wade Hampton, which he drove away. There, 
too, he fell upon an infantry brigade of Heth's division, which 
had been sent to envelop Bumside. He drove this force back, 
and took froni it a number of prisoners. 

The battle of the Chiq^ahominy, or Cold Harbor, may be 
ia3garded from several points of view ; and our opinion con- 
cerning it will vary with each. As a combined general move- 
ment against the enemy, to drive him away, and to uncover 
the bridges of the Chickahominy, forcing liim into Kichmond, 
it was not a success. As an effort to maintain a most stra, 
egic point, and to strike him a severe blow, under cover ot 
-which Grant might throw his army unmolested south of thi^^ 
James, it was by no means a failure. As a shock of arms, m 
parallel lines, it is open to the censure of attacking a long 
extended fortified front with weak lines, instead of concen- 
trating masses upon a decisive point, which is one of the hap- 
piest tactical applications of a well-known rule of strategy. 
The troops themselves felt this when they failed to move 
when ordered to the third attack ; they felt that it was use- 



But if Cold Harbor was to Grant a battle of alternatives, — 
if he had determined, could he drive the enemy back, to take 
immediate advantage of it, and follow him across the river, 
and up to the fortifications of Kichmond, — ^it was now evident, 
that failing in this, it was not possible, by a rapid flank move- 
ment in either direction, to int^ose between him and the 
city. He now at once determined again to pass around Lee's 
right, join the Army of the Potomac with that of Butler, and 
. lay siege to the southern defenges of the redoubted capital 
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He might still have moyed against Lee's left, and thus oon- 
tinned to "cover Washington;*' but he would have had a 
distant base, a long line of communication to guard, and 
would have left open to the enemy all his vital southern com- 
mimications. 

Sheridan was holding the lower crossings of the Chicka- 
hominy, and covering the roads to our new depot at White 
House. 

Our losses had been about thirteen thousand men, while 
those of the enemy were comparatively slight. General 
E. 0. Tyler was severely wounded, being for some time after 
in danger of losing his foot. 

We were now in another decade of batUes, literally from the 
1st, when Torbert held the courthouse, to the 10th of June, 
while we were pushing the enemy and perfecting arrangements 
for the crossing. 

Bumside reported that the enemy had withdrawn from his 
front ; and the reason of this was soon manifest. 

On the 4th we were slightly intrenched in Lee's front ; and 
at nine o'clock at night he made a vigorous attack upon the 
Second, Sixth, and Eighteenth corps in line, and after a severe 
action, with all the terrible but magnificent concomitants of a 
night-battle, he was driven back. 

During Sunday, the 5th, we continued the work of intrench- 
ing. The lines were very close, — so close, that the sharp- 
shooters did excellent work on both sides, by picking off the 
officers and. men in the trenches. At half-past eight, with 
commendable activity, the enemy sallied out and assaidted 
Smyth's brigade of the Second Division of Hancock's corps ; 
but being manfully met with firmness and steel, he was again 
compelled to retire discomfited to his own lines. It should 
have been said that Bumside was withdrawn from the extreme' 
right on the 4th, and posted between Warren and Smith. So 
also on the 6tli, while we still continued intrenching on our 
left and centre, Warren was withdrawn and massed in rear of 
the centre. A night attack on Bumside was again repelled. 

The resulir of tlie hard fighting ot.the fe^ past days was 
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now paiBfallj manifest in the great ntunber of unbnxied dead 
and suffering wounded lying between the two armies. After a 
correspondence between Grant and Lee, dictated by humanity, 
an armistice of two hours was agreed upon, during which the 
dead were buried and the wounded removed. 

Again the operations of the army became problematical ; 
and while considerable re-^nforcements were reaching the 
army, Grant digested the details and co-operative portions of 
his new plan. He had seen that in the, entire movement from 
the Bapidan, the enemy had been upon the defensive, willing 
to risk nothing, assuming occasionally a dashing but epheme- 
ral offensive, and alwayd falling back, when pressed, behind 
well-selected and thoroughly prepared intrenchmenta. To 
beat Lee's .army, therefore, as had been his desire, north of 
Bichmond, he found was impossible, without greater losses 
than he was willing to incur. He therefore determined to 
hold the ground which he then occupied for a few days. 
During this time he proposed to send Sheridan, with two 
divisions of cavalry, to destroy thoroughly the Virginia 
Central Sailroad, and then to advance and join with Hunter, 
who Grant hoped would meet him at Charlottesville. The 
result of this combination would be, to destroy all railroad 
communications between Bichmond and the Shenandoah 
Valley, and also between Richmond and Lynchburg, and then 
to join Grant. The second and great part of the programme 
was for Grant to move the Army of the Potomac to the ^outh 
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side of the James, by the enemy's right flank ; and thus cut 
off all his sources of supply, except by the canaL A beautiful 
programme — destined, hpwever, as we shall see, to fail, through 
the ill-success of some of his lieutenants, and fortuitous cir- 
cumstances entirely beyond his control 

To aid him in carrying out the latter portion of the move- 
ment, Butler sent Gillmore to capture Petersburg, if possible, 
and tib destroy the railroad crossing and common briges over 
the Appomattox. We shall refer to these subordinate moTO- 
ments presently. 

On the 7th of June the Second Corps was extended to tho 
Chickahominy. The Fifth was remoTed by the left flank past 
the rear, and a portion of it marched to Dispatch Station, on 
the York Biver Railroad ; while the divisions of Griffin and 
Cutler moved down towards Sumner's Lower Bridge, whidi, 
on reconnoitring, they found in possession of a large force of 
the enemy. To feel the nearest crossings below, Torbert and 
Gregg skirt the river to Bottom's Bridge. The enemy has 
extended his line that far. He cannot extend it much further, 
without so weakening it by the tension as to offer opportuni- 
ties to break it. * 

Below Bottom's Bridge, are Long's Bridge and Jones' 
Bridge, the former six miles below, and on the direct road 
from White House ; the latter about six miles further down, 
on a direct road to New Kent Courthouse on the north, and 
to Charles City Courthouse on the south. 

Our losses from the 1st to the 10th of June, in what may be 
called the battles of Cold Harbor, were : Killed, one hundred 
and forty-four officers, one thousand five hundred and rixty- 
one enlisted men; wounded, four hundred and twenty-one 
officers, eight thousand six hundred and twenty-one men; 
missing, fifty-one officers, two thousand three hundred and 
fifty-five men; — ^total, thirteen thousand one hundred and 
fifty-three. 

The projected movement of Grant must have been known 
to the enemy, but it was accomplished with such cleverness 
and dispatch, that it was, after all, of the nature of a surprise. 
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He directed the immediate destruction of the raikoad from 
Dispatch Station, near the Chickahominy, to White House ; 
and taking all the rails, sleepers, and ties to the latter place, 
had them shipped on barges for use below. This occupied the 
10th and nth. 

The crossing of the Chickahominy began on the evening of 
the 12th (Sunday). "Wilson's division of cavalry marched to 
seize the crossing at Long Bridge, and took position on the 
Long Bridge road, beyond where it crosses White Oak Swamp. 
The Fifth Corps followed in his track, Crawford, with the 
Third Division, joining Wilson on the morning of the 13th, 
and with him repulsing all the efforts of the enemy to advance 
upon otir flank. The Second Corps, leaving Cold Harbor on 
the night of the 12th, then crossed, also at Long Bridge, 
passed the Fifth, and thus forming the advance, marched to 
tlae James Kiver, which it struck at Wilcox's wharf, between 
Charles City Courthouse and Westover. 

The Sixth and Ninth corps crossed at Jones' Bridge, en- 
tirely unmolested, and marched to Charles City Courthouse. 
The immense trains, making a wide detour to the south, 
crossed principally at Coles' Ferry, twelve or fifteen miles be- 
low Jones' Bridge. Smith's (Eighteenth) corps, which had 
been doing temporary but most valuable service with the 
Army of the Potomac, was now relieved. On the night of the 
12th it was marched to the White House, where it took trans- 
ports to saQ down the York and up the James, again to report 
to Butler at Bermuda Hundred. 

i5» : 
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CHAPTER XXXn. 

SOUTH OF THE JAMES. 
Tbk oRoainffft or tns Jakxs.— PsrxBSBDBe.— Gillmork xmrnss.— Kauts ATTAOKi. — 

SlfXTU*8 MSW AfMAVLT.— Th« CORPS OOXK^UP RAPIDLY. — BUTUR MOVK8 FORWABO. 

— The xkw assault on the city — Not suocksspul. — Sheridan^s kxpedition. — 
New uovEiCKNT or the arict.— Aoaikst the Wjcldon road.— Deep Bottom. — 
Wilson's raid.— Tsmporart rest. 

The grand orossing of the James was next in order. 
Transports haTing been assembled, the Second Corps began 
orossing in them at noon. Under the direction of Ceneral 
Butler, General Godfrey Weitzel, the chief-engineer of the 
Department of Virginia and North CaroUna, had selected 
points ; and General Benham, arriving on the 14th, had laid 
ponton-bridges near Wilcox's wharf, and opposite Windham's 
Point. The bridges were a triumph of pontoneering skilL 
They were two thousand feet long, and the channel-boats were 
anchored in fifteen fathoms. They were ready by midnight. 
The army had been well massed around Charles City Court- 
house ; and the crosdng, which was made both by the bridges 
and by the ferry-boats, was effected in a most admirable man- 
ner, and was not materially molested by the enemy : it occupied 
the 14th and 15tb of June, and until noon on the 16th. We 
did not lose more than four hundred men iii all its casualties. 

We must return now to the promised aid which Grant was 
to have in the attack by Builer's troops upon Petersburg, 
which, it will be remembered, was a part of Grant's new plan. 
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Before doing so, let us cast a glance at the city and its en- 
Turons. It is situated on the south bank of the Appoinattoz;, 
and through it the great Southern railroad runs. It is twenty- 
two miles from Eachmond, and about ten from City Point, 
where the Appomattox empties into the James. Vessels of 
one hundred tons go up the river to the wharves of Peters- 
burg, while those of larger tonnage unload at WalthaU's, siz 
miles below the city. A canal takes smaller vessels past the 
fcdls, just above the city. It is the third city in size in Vir- 
ginia ; but it was to have ^ remarkable military value as the 
grand strategic southern outpost to Bichmond. Indeed, in all 
the military operations, it was quite as important as the capital 
There is a railroad from it to City Point ; another to Norfolk ; 
the third, already mentioned, nms south to Weldon and be- 
yond ; while the Southmde Kailroad runs to Lynchburg. Of 
these roads, the vital ones were those connecting it with Bich- 
mond and the Southside' roads. The enemy's dispositions 
were admirably made to cover them both. The works, weak 
at the first, were rapidly strengthened. These consisted of 
continuous lines commanding each other, and flanked by 
strong batteries, square redoubts, and other inclosed works. 
Southeast of the city a gentle ridge rises, shutting it out from 
our view and our guns, except at a few points, and this was 
strongly occupied by the rebel lines. 

Grant had gone in person to Bermuda Hundred to arrange 
the plan which contemplated the seizure of the town, before 
these works had become so strong. The result was, that 
General Butler had dispatched GiUmore with a small force — 
thirty-five hundred men — on the 10th of June, to cross the 
Appomattox near the Point of Bocks, to move by the river- 
turnpike directly upon the city, and capture it, if possiblci 
while jt was yet too weak to resist a coup-de-main. 

Simultaneously ^th this movement two gunboats and a bat- 
tery were to attack Fort Clinton below the city ; and thirdly, 
Kautz, with a detachment of cavalry, fifteen hundred strong, 
was to move across the Norfolk Baihroad and effect an entrance 
on the south. On the 10th, Gillmore moved without molesta- 
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tion until lie came upon the works two miles from the city. 
He drove in the enemy's skirmishers, but on account of the 
small number of his own command, and the apparent sti'engtli 
of the works, he was deterred from assaulting, and marched 
back to his camp. Kautz, the hero of this assault, crossed 
the railroad, and marched so rapidly and secretly, that he 
penetrated into the town ; but the enemy, unemployed on Gill- 
.more's front, concentrated, fell upon Kautz's troopers, and 
drove them away. , 

QiUmore's force should have been double, and the attack 
could not have failed. As to the propriety of his witlidrawing 
jjdthout an attack, we have not the necessary knowledge to 
consider the question. In such reciprocal movements it is the 
greatest of pities, whatever the cause, that either party should 
fail the other. 

"With characteristic energy, unimpaired by these failures. 
Grant hurried in person to Bernluda Hundred, and there gave 
Butler verbal instructions to dispatcS Smith with the Eigh- 
teenth Corps, just arrived fi'om White House, at one o'clock in 
the morning, and with all the troops which could be spared, 
without endangering the safety of his position, to Petersburg. 
He said he would hurry back to the Army of the Potomac, 
and pour it down, division at a time, without delay, and thus 
could re-enforce Smith more rapidly than the enemy could con- • 
centrate there, ^fliis the enemy was attempting to thwart ; 
he was in great force south of Richmond, A. P. Hill's corps in 
advance. Smith was at once set in motion. He crossed the 
Appomattox on a ponton-bridge near the Point of Eocks, 
and following Gillmore's route, moved upon the northeast 
defences of Petersburg, from the Appomattox round for a dis- 
tance of two and a half miles, reaching his ground before day 
on the 16th. A partial attack was made on some adduced 
lines by the colored troops under Hinck^ who behaved with 
comipendable gallantry, capturing a line of rifle-pits and two 
twelve-poimders. But we are ignorant of the causes which 
led Smith to delay his attack on/tho main works until late in 
the afternoon. 
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Just before the setting of the sun he moved fb the attack 
of these, and his gallantry and impetuosity were rewarded by 
the capture of the entire line of rifle trenches. The ene- 
my, routed, left behind as trophies for Smith three hundred 
prisoners, sixteen guns, and a battle-flag. Our loss was not 
more than six hundred. In ignorance of what lay behind • 
these captured works, Smith did not pursue his advantage. 
It is now known that there were no works of importance her 
tween these and Petersburg. The night was clear, and there ^^ 
was a brilliant moon. Smith, howler, made no further offen- 
sive operations that night. General Hancock came up just 
after nightfall with two divisions of the Second Corps, and 
courteously waiving his right to take the command from a 
general who had studied the ground, and already obtained a 
brilliant success, he placed the divisions of his corps under 
Smith's orders. Portions of these divisions were sent, at 
Smith's request, to relieve his own troops in the captured 
works, and there was a cessation of hostilities until morning. 
The auspicious moment for capturing Petersburg by a conp-de- 
main had passed. The enemy was now pouring' down troops 
to defend it. Grant had fulfilled his promise of sending down 
the Army of the Potomac without a moment's delay. Hancock 
had moved without supplied. On the same day, the 15th, ho 
had also ordered "Warren to cross at early daylight by the 
ferries, and push forward. He reached *PeterBburg on the 
evening of the 16th. The Sixth, under Wright, was thus 
moved : the artillery and one division to Petersburg, and the 
other two divisions- to City Point. Bumside, with the Ninth, 
reached Petersburg about noon on the 16th. These dispo- 
sitions having been carried out by General Meade, that officer 
proceeded to City Point, and from thence to Petersburg. Ho 
met General Grant on the road, and; after consultation, was 
directed by him to assume the immediate command of the 
troops in fi'ont, and to assault at once. The position pf our 
troops was just in front of the works capturedsby Smith on 
the 15th. After that capture, Martindale had been on the 
right, against the river, Brooks and Hincks occupied the 
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centre, and Eantz covered the left with his cavsJrj. As the 
Army of the Potomac arrived, the Second Corps had come on 
Smith's left, and the Ninth on the left of the Second. Warren 
had taken post stiU on the left, to extend our line aronnd the city. 

Meade, on leaving Grant, returned to the front at two p. k., 
and after consultation with the corps commanders, he ordered 
the Second and Ninth corps to assault. The attack began at 
six o'clock, and the fighting continued until six in the morning, 
with varying success. It was a terrible batUe-night I Bimey, 
of the Second Corps, stormed the advanced crest in his front. 
Barlow made a vigorous attempt, but was unsuccessful, losing 
a portion of his skirmish line. The brigades of Miles and Grif- 
fin, of the Fifth Corp^, which came up during the night, snc- 
ceeded in taking and holding a portion of ihe line in their 
front. Smith's (Eighteenth) corps.only made a deinonstration, 
as an assault was not thought by him to be expedient in his 
front. 

During the night of the 16th, Neill's division, of the Sixth 
Corps, came up as expected — the others remaining at City 
Point — and at once relieved Brooks' division, of the Eigh- 
teenth, which, with General Smith, returned to Bermuda 
Huiidred. Martindale.was left in command of the remainder 
of the corps. Burnside, at the beginning of the assault, had 
encountered so terrible a fire, that he was unable to attack ; 
but the next morning, at the earliest dawn, he directed Potter 
to take the work in his front, which was gallantly done. With 
the work were captured four guns, many prisoners, and sev- 
eral colors. Ledlie, who relieved Potter's stormers, pushed on 
to an additional success, and occupied the enemy's lines, dis- 
tant one mile and a half only from the city: From this point, 
a few shells were thrown into Petersburg. Had the enemy 
permitted us to occupy these linos in peace, he could not have 
long held the town. But he Sid not. His troops were now 
pouring in in great numbers. He organized an overwhelming 
counter-assault for that night ; and after heavy fighting, recap- 
tured his works. Petersburg was now. in condition to resist 
any attempt by a sudden storming. 
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BUTLER MOVES FORWAED. 

Gteneral Butler discovering that the enemy, concerned about 
the safety of Petersburg, had withdrawn a large body of 
troops from his front, moved forward an expeditionary party 
on the 16th, to destroy, and if possible hold, the railroad be- 
tween Eichmond and Petersburg, To aid this movement, 
Grant ordered the two divisions of the Sixth Corps (which, it 
will be remembered, had not gone to Petersburg, but were 
embarking on transports at Wilcox's wharf, for City Point) to 
proceed at once to the aid of Butler. These troops arrived in 
time, but were halted at some distance from the advance to 
rest ; and before they could come up in support, the enemy, 
with clear vision and vigorous attack, had forced Butler's 
troops back from the works they had captured, had reoccupied 
them^ and had strengthened their lines permanently at that 
point 

THE NEW ASSAULT ON PETEESBURQ. 

Warren, it has been said, had come up during the night 
of the 16th, and taken post on the left of Bumside, thus ex- 
tending our lines further around the place. During the 
17th, our line was strongly posted, firmly adjusted, and gradu- 
ally move4 up towards the enemy. Grant had now deter- 
mined on a general assault the next day. The corps were 
thus disposed from right to left : That portion of the Eigh- 
teenth Corps which had remained under Martindale and 
Hincks occupied the right, extending to within a short dis- 
tance of the river-biink ; Neill's division, of the Sixth, oc- 
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cupied the right centre ; the centre was formed by the Sec- 
ond Corps ; the left centre by the Ninth ; and the left by the 
Fifth Corps. 

At four o'clock on the morning of the 18th June, the skir- 
mishers moved forward along the whole line ; but to their aston- 
ishment found the enemy withdrawn from their sepond line, 
and strongly intrenched on an interior line, one mile nearer 
the city.- 

Although Grant still determined to assault without delay, 
it was necessary to make a change in the order of battle. 
Instead of an attack in line, points were to be chosen which 
might be attacked in column — ^the columns to be followed bj 
the lines in rear as reserves. In front of the Second Corps, 
three brigades of Gibbon's division were organized into an 
attacking column. These devoted men moved gallantly up to 
the enemy's lines, near the City Point Eaiboad ; but success 
was not possible. The rebel works on the left poured in a 
terrible enfilading fire upon Gibbon's advancing lines, and 
drove them back to seek shelter. 

Martindale, on the right, encountered less opposition, and 
succeeded in occupying the enemy's skirmish line, and taking 
some prisoners. This was at noon. At four in the afternoon, 
General Bimey, who was now temporarily in command of the 
Second Corps, — as Hancock was suffering from an old wound, 
— formed a new column of attack, consisting of Mott's divi- 
sion and regiments detached from the other divisions. These 
were moved rapidly forward to attempt the dubious task ; but 
again success lay with the intrenched enemy. Torrenis' of 
musketry fire and tempests of artillery swept our men down, 
arrested their advance, and finally drove them rapidly back, 
after great loss. » 

The efforts of the Fifth and Ninth corps, on our left, were 
not more successful. Wo had, however, accomplished one 
thing : we had extended our lines across the Norfolk Eailroad, 
and were gaining ground steadily to the left. We had also 
determined the facts that Lee's army, or the greater portion 
of it, now confronted us at Petersburg ; that little could bo 
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gained by direct attacks upon a brave and vigilant enemy, 
strongly intrencbed ; and that we must resort to regular ap- 
proaches, and constant attempts to encircle the enemy's right, 
and cut him off from the Southside Eaflroad. 

From "Wednesday, the 16th, up to nightfall of Saturday, 
tlie 18th, there had been continuous fighting of a desultory 
character ; and partly from want of celerity, partly from the 
skill and quickness of the enemy, the results had not been all 
we could have desired. To the unmilitary eye it would seem 
that we had gained nothing ; but this is an erroneous estimate. 
"We -had taken some firm steps, and accomplished some im- 
portant results. City Point was secured as an important base 
and depot, to remain so until the end of the war; we con- 
fronted the enemy closely, and kept him in his hue^ ; and we 
threatened his right, requiring him to make a great extension 
in that direction. In a word, Grant had laid"upon the devoted 
city of Bdchmond the first coil — ever tightening — of that ana- 
conda grasp, never to be released until the monster should bo 
strangled and lie lifeless in the embrace. 

Pending these operations, the supply-trains were crossed ^t 
the bridge, covered by Wilson's division of cavalry and Fer- 
rero's division of colored troops. 

MOVEMENTS OF THE CAVALRY. 

The reader will remember that Sheridan had been sent on 
an expedition to destroy the Virginia Central EaUroad, and, if 
possible, to join Hunter. In the first part of the programme 
he was successful ; but as he could hear nothing of Hunter's 
advance towards Charlottesville, he did not effect the second 
part, but returned from his expedition to White House, which 
he reached on the 19th of June, just as the enemy's cavalry 
were about to attack it. He drove them away, and relieved 
the garrison. Let us look back for a moment, and see what 
his raid had accomplished. Moving* rapidly up the railroad 
towards Gordonsville, destrofing as he advanced, he encoun- 
tered Wade Hampton's cavalry at Trevillian Station, on tho 
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llih of June. After a severe action, Hampton was driven 
back, leaving Ms wounded and dead upon the field, and four 
hundred prisoners, with several hundred horses, in our hands. 
During the 12th of June, Sheridan broke up the railroad effect- 
uaUj horn Louisa Oourthouse towards Gordonsville. As he 
approached the latter place, when about five miles from it, he 
encountered Hampton, who had been re-enforced by the 
infantry, and who had intrenched hi3 men. Here the contest 
was unequal An attack made by our troops on the right was 
repulsed, but might have been renewed with success. Night 
closed the battle ; and Sheridan, making a new and vigoroas 
attack, prepared, under cover of this, to withdraw. His ammu- 
nition having received drafts upon it which he had not antici- 
pated, had given, out. He was without ior&ge, and in a coun- 
try where the grazing was miserable. He could hear nothing 
of Hunter (who, as we know, had taken the Lexington route 
to Lyachburg) ; and so he listened to the dictates, not of 
prudence, but of necessity, and returned. On his return he 
met orders directing him to proceed to White House, which 
he reached, as wo have seen, at a critical moment. There he 
was to supply his command, men and horses ; and then break 
up the depot, and escort the garrison to the James Biver. 
All this he did in the handsomest manner. Throwing Gregg's 
division out on the right, to cover the roads in the direction 
of White Oak Swamp, he marched down his right flank, fight- 
ing all the way. The severity of the action fell upon Gregg, 
who was furiously attacked by Hampton, but who, after con- 
siderable losses, brought his troops off to the James. Sheri- 
dan arrived at the James on the 25thoi June, and croa3uig 
near Wilcox's wharf, at once joined the Army of the Potomac. 

KEVf MOVEMENTS OF THE ABinT. 

Simday, the 19th of June, dawned upon the weary and 
battle-worn soldiers as a most welcome day of rest — disturbed 
only by the occasional dropping fire of the advance pickets, 
and a slight artillery practice. The remainder of the Sixth 
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Corps crossed the Appomattox on that day, and joined its ad- 
vanced division ; as also did Ferrero's colored division, of the 
Ninth, which joined its corps and was posted in front. 

The qniet, however, was, disturbed at night, on the James 
Kiver, and the scene made brilliant with the lurid fires of 
battle, in more than one hostile effort of the enemy. First 
among these was the movement of three rebel iron-clads, 
"^hich came down from Drury's Bluff ists far as Ihitch Gap ;i 
but they accomplished nothing. Admiral Lee was on the alert, 
and they were soon driven back. Pickett's division, of Long- 
street's corps, favored by this naval diversion, attacked Gen- 
eral Butler in his works at Bermuda Hundred, without success ; 
and small detachments of the enemy, moving by the north bank 
of the James, succeeded in destroying the wharves at Westover 
Landing and Wilcox's. As if to complete the programme, the 
rebels made an unsuccessful assault upon the centre of our 
lines in front of Petersburg. 

And here we may pause to make a recapitulation of the 
losses in the memorable decade from the 10th to the 20th of 
June.* They were great. "Killed, eightj-five officers, one 
thousand one hundred and thirteen enlisted men ; wounded, 
three hundred and sixty-one officers, six thousand four hun- 
dred and ninety-two men; missing, forty-six officers, one 
thousand five hundred and sixty-eight men ; — total, nine thou- 
sand six hundred and sixty-five. 

On Monday, the .20th of June, there was but httle fighting, 
but Grant ordered preparations to be made for an important 
movement the next day — still in the direction of the enemy's 
right. The Ninth Corps was ordered to relieve the Second, 
and to occupy its intrenchments ; and the Eighteenth to re- 
lieve the Sixth. The Second and Sixth corps were then 
moved rapidly out, on the morning of Tuesday, 21st, acrgss 
the Norfolk Bailroad, and then across the Jerusalem plank- 
road, to which the Fifth Corps was already extended. The 
great object of the movement was to extend our lines to the 
Weldon Bailroad, one source of immediate and easy supply 
both' to Petersburg and Bichmond. 
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AGAINST THE WELDON ROAD. 



BuWhe enemy were quite as eager to hold it as we to take 
it. The Second Corps moTed rapidly, followed by the Sixth, 
in support, which was to come up on the left of the Second, 
and extend to the Weldon road, if possible. The troops had, 
however, only reached Davis's farm, on the Jerusalem road, 
between the two railroads, when they encountered the enemy 
in such force, that, after a brief but severe action, they were 
compelled to retire for a short distance. On Wednesday, the 
22d, this movement against the Weldon road was resumed by 
the Second and Sixth corps, the Sixth on the left; but by 
some misunderstanding, the corps waiting for each other, the 
attack was too long delayed ; and, when moving indepen(^ently 
of each other, a gap was formed between the Sixth, which had 
not completed its line, and Barlow's, division, of the Second. 
Into this that skilfid general, A. P. Hill, threw a division of 
his corps, rolling up Barlow's division, which' exposed Bar- 
ney's, now Mott's division: this, in turn, was now forced 
back from its rifl^^pits ; and Gibbon's division was in* turn 
exposed, and so encountered as to lose four guns. But 
a new hne was formed for the Second, which it was able to 
maintain. 

Not unsimilar was the fate of the Sixth Corps. Its left 
flank was simultaneously attacked by another division of Hill's 
corps, and forced back. General Meade had now reached the 
field, and getting both corps well in hand, in the evening he 
ordered a general advance, by which the Sixth Corps was en- 
abled to recover its line ; and the Second a portion of its for- 
mer position; all of which was strongly intrenched. On 
Thursday, the 23d, the attempt on the Weldon Railroad was 
again resumed. The Sixth Corps endeavored, by marching 
southward, to reach the enemy's right flank. Its advance at 
length reached the railroad, and cut the telegraph wires ; but 
no sooner had three of our regiments been put in position to 
hold this valuable point, than Anderson's division of HilFs 
corps struck their flank, captured many prisonei-s, drove the 
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remainder back, and then made a furious attack upgn the J 
main body. 

The country in if hich we were manoeuYring was of very dif- 
ficult topography, and filled with dense undergrowth. The en- 
emy were better acquainted with it than we. The Weldon 
Kaiboad was of very great, if not of vital, importance to him. 
He had thus far defended it persistently, turning his defensive 
into a skilful offensive in every battle ; and forcing us to bo 
content, for the time, with establishing our lines half-way to 
tlie Weldon Bailroad, until we coidd mass our forces in 
strength sufficient to break his now greatly extended line. 

Before this could be done, however, the character of the 
weather, and unforeseen requirements in another part of the 
field, made it necessary to contract our line by drawing in our 
left to the Jerusalem plankroad, and refusing it by a crotchet 
to the rear. 

Pending these operations there were many reconnoissances 
and partial movements, to which our space will not permit us. 
to allude. In every part of the immediate theatre, every 
day Jiad its battle, and every hoiur its special interest. Bri- 
gades and regiments were detached ; subordinate movements 
were projected and postponed ; Petersburg, Pocahontas, and 
the bridges of the Appomattox were vigorously shelled. 

DEEP BOTTOM. 

But the most important of the operations resulted in tlio 
occupation of Deep Bottom, on the night of the 20th and 
morning of the 21st. To this important point, only ten miles 
from Richmond, General Butler had sent an infantry brigade 
of the Tenth Corps, under Brigajlier-General Foster. A short 
distance above this, at Hewlett's, the enemy had strong bat- 
teries. Deep Bottom was at once connected with Bermuda 
Hundred by a ponton-bridge. At the same time, in order 
further to. develop these movements at the north, the ro' 
maindcr of the Eighteenth Corps was withdrawn from the 
Army of the Potomac to Bermuda Hundred, and during 
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tlie greater part of the siege served with the Army of the 
James. 

While these moyements were being made on the north and 
sonth of Petersburg — by way of a feint — ^the enemy advanced 
a strong skirmish line upon General Burnside's position in 
front of Petersburg, on Saturday, the 26th ; but he produced 
no impression upon our lines. 



tomon's BAm. 

As an important portion of the operations against the Weldon 
Kailroad, we must not forget to record the cavahy movements 
designed to co-operate with tjie infantry advance. On the 
22d of June, General Wilson, with his own cavalry division of 
the Army of the Potomac, and Kautz's division of the Army of 
the James, eight thousand men in all, marched rapidly south- 
ward, first to destroy the Weldon Eailroad, and then to make 
a circuit against the Southside and Danville riulroads. Tho 
expedition struck the Weldon road at Beams' Station, where- 
they destroyed the depot, and tore up a long stretch of road« 
Moving, without delay, westward, they struck the Southside 
road at a point fifteen miles from Petersburg. Thence they 
went to Nottoway Station, destroying twenty-two miles of tho 
track ; but encountering near this point the enemy's cavalry, 
under General W. F. Lee, Wilson defeated it, and drove it 
away. He then dispatched Eautz to Burksville Station; the 
junction of the Southside and Danville roads. This Eautz 
reached and destroyed on the evening of the 23d, and tore up 
the track as far as Meherrin Station, forming, at that point, a 
junction with Wilson on the 24th of June. The united forces 
then destroyed the DanviUe road southward to Koanoke 
Bridge, a distance of twenty-five miles. There they foimd the 
enemy in such numbers, and so strongly posted, that he could 
not be dislodged. Wilson now started back on a rapid return, 
beset by great perils, and not to be accomplished without 
great disasters. The rebels were gathering like wolves on his 
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track. On the 28tli, he encountered a large force on Stony 
Creek, where the "Weldon road crosses it. After a haj-d bnt 
nndeeisiye fight, he was forced to make a detour to Beams' 
Station, which he supposed to be still in our hands. But he 
J7as sadly mistaken : the enemy had occupied it with a large 
force 'of infantry and cavalry, and, m his efforts to escape, 
Wilson lost his artillery and trains ; Kautz was separated from 
him, and made his way in independently ; and Wilson, after 
losing many prisoners, crossed the Nottoway Eiver, and came 
in, his horses and men in a pitiable condition. Besides the 
trains, and the guns and prisoners he had lost, the enemy had 
recaptured a thousand negroes, who had vainly hoped, by fol- 
lowing Wilson, to reach our lines, and gain their freedom. 
But, notwithstanding these disasters, he had succeeded in 
severing tlie communication with Richmond, by the railroads, 
for several weeks. General Grant says that " the damage 
done to the enemy in this expedition more than compensated 
for the losses we sustained." 



TEMFORABY BEST. 

It was now manifest that, after nearly two months of con- 
tinuous fighting of the most desperate character, and now that 
we had reached a point where the siege of a stronghold must 
take the place of battles in the field, there must be a brief 
period for rest and reorganization. Our losses had been be- 
tween sixty and seventy thousand, and although corresponding 
re-enforcements had reached Grant, the losses sustained could 
not be repaired by the raw troops sent to the army. Wo 
had lost six hundred officers killed, more than two thousand 
wounded, and three hundred and fifty missing. These could 
not be immediately replaced. In many places, brigades were 
commanded by majors, and regiments by captains. Under 
these circumstances, should new columns of attack be organ- 
ized, the men could not have the same confidence in then* 
oflBcers : the officers, and even the generals, would become 
confused in the varying pell-mell of the campaign. 
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The disasters we had sustained were not without their 
effect. The Second Corps, which had deserved'the appellation 
given by the French army to the Ninth demi-brigade at Ma- 
rengo — '*The Incomparables " — ^had suffered somewhat in the 
movements against the Weldon road. The Siz:th had met 
with similar disaster. We had not lost prestige, but we 
needed a brief rest to heal all these wounds. 

Added to these, a scorching summer sun and a pitiless 
drought had supervened : the sky was brass, and the earth 
was ashes. In many camps the water began to faiL Ar- 
rangements were made, however, for the comfort of the 
troops ; the work of filling up and re-officering went bravelj 
on ; and a few days would have made all things ready for 
renewal of attacks, when circumstances in other portions of the 
theatre, at which we have already hinted, compelled a longer 
quiet in front of Petersburg, or rather less important and 
vigorous operations than had been anticipated. In order to 
come in logical order to these, we now proceed to consider the 
i second set of collateral movements which had a bearing, bene- 
ficial or adverse, on Grant's principal operations. 
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CHAPTER XXXTTT. 

THE SHENANDOAH YAIiLEY. 

Hmms's DnRBUononB. — Hx bxats thx ximrr. — W. £. Joina killbd.—Advavos 
TO LnrGBBURO.— Bktrkats to THB Kabawha.— What hb aooomplishbd. — Ix 

ITHAT HB FAILXD. — ThB BOUTB HX SHOULD HAYB TAKXK. 

Whisn General Sigel was relieved, after his defeat in the 
Yalley, General David Hunter had been placed in command. 
"What was expected of him may be gathered from the follow- 
ing extracts from letters of Grant to Halleck. On the 20th of 
May he wrote : " The enemy are evidently relying for supplies 
greatly on such as are brought over the branch road nmning 
through Staunton. On the whole, therefore, I think it would 
be better for General Hunter to move in that direction ; reach 
Staunton and GordonavUle^ if he does not meet too much oppo- 
sition. If he can hold in it a force equal to his own, he will be 
doing good service." 

Again, on the 25th, he writes Halleck : " If Hunter can pos- 
sibly get to GharhtteaviUe and Lynchburg, he should do so — 
living on the country. The railroads and canals should be 
destroyed beyond the possibility of repair for weeks. Com- 
pleting this, he could find his way back to his original base, or, 
jErom about Gordonsville, join this army." 

General Hunter, well known as an energetic, brave, and 
determined officer, but whose generalship had never, thus far, 
been severely tested, at onqe assumed a vigorous offensive. 
Moving up the Shenandoah, he beat up the enemy's quarters 
on the 5th of Juno, at Piedmont. He had passed through 
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WoodBtock, Mount Jackson, and New Market, to Harrison- 
burg ; at that point he divided his force into two columns, one 
of which moved by the Port Repubho road, and the other on 
the direct road" to Staunton. Thus he encoimtered the efiemy 
on North River, twelve miles from Staunton. The battle was 
fought by both colimins, and continued for ten hours. While 
Hunter was pressing the enemy in front, Oook was approach- 
ing from the west. The result was not long doubtful. Hunter 
routed the enemy's forces, taking ^fifteen hundred prisoners, 
three cannon, and three hundred stand of arms, and l^^li^^g 
the rebel commander, W. E. Jones, while we sustained a loss 
of only fifty men. 

ADVANC5E TO LYNCHBURG. 

On the 8th he occupied Staunton, where he was joined by 
Crook and AverilL Oook had moved through Lewisburg and 
White Sulphur Springs, to Gaston Depot, on the Virginia and 
Central Bailroad. This he destroyed. From that point he 
crossed the North Mountain, at Pound Gap, and thus pushed 
forward by the railroad to Staunton. 

The combined forces, now under Hunter, marched, on the 
10th of June, towards Lynchburg, by way of Lexington. They 
reached Lexington on the 11th, where, on the 12th, they burnt 
the Military Listitute, and the house of Governor Letcher. 
By the 16th of June, Hunter had invested Lynchburg ; but 
that was the end of his success. 

Lee — ^his commxinication unobstructed — ^poured re-enforce- 
ments into Lynchburg, amounting in numbers almost to a 
corps. Hunter's ammunition had given out ; he was at a long 
distance from his base, in a hostile country ; and, after skir- 
Qushing and manoeuvring on the 18th, prudence dictated 
that he should retire in haste. This retreat was by the line of 
the railroad through Liberty, Bonsack, and Salem, to the Ka- 
nawha. A sad necessity, the rei^ult of mistaken strategy. 

He had accomplished much ; had won a battle ; had de- 
stroyed important supplies and manufactures ; and had com- 
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pelled the enemy te remove a large force from Ghrant's front ; 
but his retreat, in the wrong direction, towards the Kanawha, 
lost ns the use of his troops for several weeks, when most 
needed to defend the North, now abont to be again threatened 
by an invading force of the enemy. Had he moved from 
Staunton, by the railroad, southeast to GharhtteamUe^ instead 
of to Lexington, and then from Charlottesville to Lynchburg, 
as Grant's instructions contemplated, he would have continued 
to cover the Shenandoah Yalley against all northern move- 
ments of the enemy, should he demonstrate in that directipn ; 
otherwise he could have reached the James Biver Canal, de- 
stroyed it, and cut off any force sent for the reUef of Lynch- 
burg, and been kept en rapport with Orant by Sheridan's 
movement upon Gor^onsville. These are general criticisms. 
Gteneral Hunter had the right, by the terms of Grant's instruc- 
tions, to use his discretion, and doubtless thought that he was 
right in taking the other line. The militaiy critic wiU find it 
difficult to agree with hinu 
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OHAPTEB XXXIV. 

THE JUNE AT FlSTEBSBUBa. 
Qmajst'b DiTSBfltoir. — Tem btobt of tr Mnrs. — In Fosmoir.— LiXTrmri.iiT-CoLoim:. 

rX.IA«Aan.— DxftOBIPTIOK. — "RXOAYATKD UVDBB DIFTIOITLTIM. — MkADB*8 OBDXR. 

Tbb fubb lxqhtbd.— Fails.— Gallaht xxir BBLfoHT it.^Tbb dblat.— Thb 

nOBMSBS XOYC— LbDLIE, WiLLOOX, AMD POTTBB.— FbBBBBO.—ThB ^3BATBB. 

Thb Coma of Inquibt. 

Not without a fear that trouble was brewing in the Valley, 
Grant now sent the cavalry to cut the railroads north of Bich- 
mond, from points near Bichmond to the North Anna, thus 
endangering the safety of the enemy's army in the Valley, on 
the one hand; and, on the other, if Lee should succeed in 
sending troops northward. Grant was ready to take advantage 
of this withdrawal of troops from Petersburg, to explode a 
znine which had been prepared under an advanced work of 
the enemy, in front of the Ninth Corps, and under cover of 
the explosion to make a stunning assault upon the enemy's 
lines, and in all probability capture the town, further to in- 
duce them to weaken their Works, that his assault might have 
a still better chance of success. Grant, holding the hues with 
the Fifth, Ninth, and Eighteenth corps, ordered the Second 
Corps, with two divisions of the cavalry, imder Sheridan, to 
cross the James, and join that force of the Army of the James 
already intrenched at Deep Bottom. This was done on the 
niglit of June 26th. Advancing from that point on the 27th, 
they drove the enemy back, at first in confusion, and captured 
four guns, with some prisoners. On the 28th, o^r lines were 
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extended from Deep Bottom, across to the Newmarket and 
liong Bridge road. But in this new position the enemy at- 
tacked ; — after hard fighting for several hours, obtaining but 
little success. Grant now prepared to execute the second 
part of his programme. 

Haying caused Lee to detach a large force from Petersburg 
to meet this force which he had crossed, and having paraded 
the crossing by taking a large train of empty wagons, he now 
proposed to take back the expeditionary force secretly, to 
spring the mine, and attack Petersburg, before Lee could re- 
tnm his troops for its defence. 

One division of the Second Corps was recrossed, immedi- 
ately after the fighting of the 28th, and at once relieved the 
!Ejighteenth Corps in line, that the latter might be in readiness 
to attack. The other two divisions, with Sheridan's cavalry, 
recrossed on the night of the 29th, and came up to their old 
.quarters in front of Petersburg. . The mine, which had been 
some days in readiness,, was exploded on the morning of the 

80th. 

^^ . • 

THE STOBT OF THE MINE, 

As this mine was the only one of any magnitude resorted to 
in this campaign, and as it has been the subject of not a little 
controversy, we propose to enter more into detail concerning 
it than the scope of our work will permit in describing the 
other operations. This is the more pardonable, because the 
explosion of the mine presents more stirring romance and 
terrible picturesque than most battle-scenes. 

The position was. chosen on account of a hollow just in rear 
of a deep cut in the City Point Eaiboad, in advance of which 
were General Bumside's lines. Li this hollow, or ravine, such 
work could be carried on entirely out of the enemy's sight. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Pleasants, of the Forty-eighth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, a practical miner, whose regiment 
was recruited in the mining district of Pennsylvania, first 
proposed it to General Potter, who submitted thejproposition 
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to Greneral Burnside. The plan being warmly approved by 
General Burnside, Colonel Pleasants set to work vigorously 
with his regiment, but found it very difficult to obtain proper 
instruments and implements. It^is not too much to say that 
most of the higher commanders — ^we do not include Grant — 
regarded it without favor. It was considered a very doubtful 
experiment, and the author of it was comparatively unknown. 
The work was begun on the 55th of June, and completed, 
except the charging with powder, on the 23d of July ; but in 
stating the obstacles he had to encounter, Colonel Pleasants 
declares that he would have done it in a third or fourth of 
the time, with proper tools and instruments.* On the 25th of 
July it was charged and entirely ready. He had not been 
able to procure a proper theodolite to lay it out ; but his chief 
difficulty had been the excavation of the gallery, and what to 
do with the earth excavated. He used cracker-boxes, re- 
enforced by hoops of iron taken from old beef and pork bar- 
rels, in place of barrows ; and his men piled up brushwood to 
conceal the increasing mound of earth. Not being able to pro- 
cure mining picks, he filed off and straightened the common 
picks for that purpose. The main gallery, which was horizon- 
tal, inclined for a short distance downward, at the entrance ; it 
extended five hundred and ten feet under our own work and 
the intervening space, ending directly under the parapet of a 
rebel redoubt. It was more than twenty feet below the 
general surface. A vertical ventilating shaft was dug a 
little beyond the entrance, and a fire kept kindled in it. 
The dimensions of thi? gallery w^re four ai^ a half feet 
high, by four and a half feet wide at the bottom. These 
depended for their security upon the tenacity of the earth, 
there being no frames. Two lateral galleries" extended 
from the extremity of the mine under the rebel fort, the left 
one thirty-seven, and the right thirty-eight feet long. In these 
were placed the magazines, eight in all. It was originally de- 



* Beport of Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War. Battle of Peters- 
hwrg. Page 8. 
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signed t^ charge it with six tons of powder — twelve tlionsand 
pounds ; but the same want of liberality, or rather of confi- 
dence, which had been displayed in not providing material 
for the construction, cut this down to fonr tgns : and this was 
the charge, — ^abont one thousand three hundred and fifty 
pounds bx each magaziae. These charges were sti'ongly 
packed, or tamped, and the fuse set. The fuse was made of 
phosphorus, chlorate of potash, and other combustibles ; and 
running the length of the gallery, it communicated with the 
charged magazines. 

All being in readiness, orders were issued to explode the 
mine on the morning of July 30, at twenty minutes past three. 
Biimside was ordered to mass his corps on the night of the 
29th, organize his columns, take down a portion of the para* 
pet, clear away the abatis, if necessary, in his front, and be in 
readiness to move at the jnoment of the explosion. He was 
cautioned not to let his troops halt in the crater, but that 
they should press forward and crown the crest of Cemetery 
Hill, on the ridge which commanded Petersburg. 

Warren was drawn up on his left ; and Ord, just relieved by 
Hancock's returning troops, drawn up with the Eighteenth 
Corps on his right. 

Meade's order, issued on the night of the 29th, gives an 
outline of the general movements to be made : 

" The fdlowing instractioiui aie Lssued for the g^danoe of all ooncemed : 

" 1. Ab 8oon as it iB dark, Migor-General Bomaide, oommanding Ninth Corpa, 
will withdraw his two brigades, under General White, occupying the intrench- 
ments between the plank and Norfolk roads, and bring them to bos front. Care 
will be taken not to interfere with the troops of the Eighteenth Corps, moving 
into their position in rear of the Ninth Corps. General Bumside wiU form his 
troops for a«Hiulting the enemy's works at daylight on the 80th, prepare his 
parapets and abatis for the passage of the columns, and have the pioneers 
equipped for work m opening passages for artiUeiy, destroying enemy's abatis, 
and the intrenching tools distributed for effecting lodgment, etc., etc. 

. " 2. Major-General Warren, commanding Blfth Corps, will reduce the number 
of his troops holding the intrenchments of his front to the minimum, and con 
eentrate all his ayailable force on his right, and hold them prepared to support 
the asBaolt of Mijor-General Bumside. The preparations in respect to pioneer^ 



368 GRANT AND HIS CAMPAIGNS. ^ 

Intrenchlog tools, etc., etc., enjoined upon- tbe Nlnih Corps, -wfll also be made 
bj the Fifth Corps. 

" 3. As soon as it is dark, Higor-General Ord, commanding Eigbteenth CorpB^ 
will relieve bis troops in tbe trenches by General Mott's division of the Second 
Corps, and form his corps in rear of the Ninth Corps, and be prepared to sap- 
port the assanlt of Major-General Bnmside. 

*'4. Every prepeiatloii will be made for moving forward the field aztillaiyof 
each corps. 

" 5. At dark, Mijor^General Hancock, con^manding Second Corps, will move 
from Deep Bottom to the rear of the intreuchments now held bj the Eighteenth 
Corps, resume the command of Mott'u division, and be prepared at daylight to 
follow ap the assaulting and supporting columns, or for sndi other operaitioEia 
as may be found necessary. 

** 6. M^or-General Sheridan, oonunanding oavaliy oorpe^ will proceed at dark 
from the vicinity of Deep Bottom to Lee's mill, and at daylight vrill move with 
his whole corps, including Wilson's division, against the enemy's troops do- 
fending Petersburg on their right, by the roads leading to that town from the 
southward and westward. 

** 7. Mijor Duane^ acting chief-engineer, will have the pont(m4ndns parked 
at convenient points in the rear, prepared to move. £[e will see that supplies 
of sandbags, gabions, fiunnes, etc, etc, are in depot near the lines, ready for nse. 

" He will detail engineer officers for each corps. 

'* 8. At half-past three (8^) in the morning of the 80th, MaJorjG^iaal Bum- 
side will spring his mine, and his assaulting columns will immediately move 
l»p|dly upon the breach, seize the crest in the rear, and (^ect a lodgment there. 
He will be followed by Miyor-General Ord, who will support him on the^ rights 
directing his movement to the crest indicated, and by Misgor-Gteneral Warren, 
who will support him on the left 

" Upon the ezploidOQ of the mine, the artillery of all kinds in battery wiH 
open upon those points of the enemy's works whose fire coveni the ground over 
whl«h our columns must move, care being taken to avoid impeding the prog- 
ress of our troops. Special ipstmctions respecting the direction of fire will be 
Issued through the chief of artillery. 

" 9. Corps ^commanders wUl report to the commanding general when their 
preparations are complete, and will advise him of every step in the progress of 
the operation, aj^d of every tiling important that oopurs. 

" 10. Promptitude, rapidity of execution, and cordial cooperation, are essen- 
tial to success ; and the commanding general is confident that this indication 
of his expectations will insure the hearty efiR>rt8 of the commanders and troops. 

" 11. Headquarters, during the operations, will be at the headquarters of the 
mnth Corps. 

"By command of MajoBtGekeral Meabe." 

The rebels were entirely ignorant of the locality of the 
laine, <Cnd the intention to explode it at that time. The 
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Peiersbnrg and Biclimond papers had indtilged in some sense- 
less pleasantry about our mining projects ; but in that early 
morning, before daylight, the waking were as unsuspecting as 
those who slept. 

Exactly at the given hour the fuse was fired, and went hiss- 
ing into " the bowels of the earth." But the mine did not ex- 
plode. Pleasants knew in a moment the difficulty. He had 
been obliged to use a spliced fase, instead of a whole one, or, 
indeed, two or three fuses, and it had stopped burning at the 
splice. Two brave men of the re^ment, who believed in the 
mine, and who had toiled at it night and day under Pleasants, 
volunteered for the dangerous service to go in and relight it. 
These were Lieutenant Jacob Douty arid Sergeant Harry 
Eeese. They go along the gallery one hundred feet, before ' 
they reach the point where the fire stopped. Again, at ten 
minutes before five, the insidious flame travels to its destined 
goal. Generals Grant and Meade are at the front. " It lacks 
a minute,'* said Pleasants. "Not a second," said Douty, 
" for there she goes !" A quiver, which becomes an earth- 
qtiake*tremor — and then, with a tremendous burst, a conical 
mountain rises in the air, streaked arlRseamed with lightning 
flashes. The vast mass is momentarily poised ; and as it thus 
hangs in air, discloses timber, planking, earth, bodies and 
limbs of men, and even one or two of the sixteen guns in the 
work. It is known that the work was occupied by portions 
of the Seventeenth, Eighteenth, and Twenty-second South 
Carolina regiments, under Colonel Fleming. Except the- 
guard, the garrison was asleep. One instant of awak^ing, 
and then the crashing death. And then from every gun, 
great and small, that can be brought to bear, we pour in such 
thunder-storms of artillery as have rarely been witnessed or 
heard in America. 

The mine, in spite of aU croaking and unbelief, is a com- 
plete, a splendid success. The rebels are completely para- 
lyzed ; their frightened troops give way to the right and left 
of the crater; their artillery is silent. A huge gateway is 
opened for us up to Cemetery Bidge, and beyond, intoPeters* 
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burg. But the attack must be instantaneous. What delays 
it? Where is the storming, column ? Too late. Five min- 
utes pass, eight, ten, before Ledlie's division, which had been 
selected bj lot to lead the charge, has moved. When it does, 
led by the gallant General Bartlett, instead of complying with 
the order, it halts in the crater, and absolutely remaina there 
an hour. 

General Bumside had at first contemplated sending 
forward his colored troops as stormers; but this being 
objected to by General Meade, and the objection being sus- 
tained by General Grant, his division commanders drew lots 
for the perilous prominence, and the lot fell upon General 
Ledlie. 

The storming-party was then thus organized : Ledlie's divi- 
sion of white troops (Ninth Corps) was to lead the assault, 
charge through the crater, and seize tixe rebel works on the 
crest of Cemetery Hill. The other divisions (Willcox and 
Potter) were then to move forward, and form on the right 
and left. Ferrero's (colored) division of the same corps; was 
to follow in the track of Ledlie. The Eighteenth Corps was 
then to support the ^Iknd assault; and if more troops were 
wanted, Ayres, of the Fifth, was to be moved in. 

As soon as General Meade hears this — ^that our advance 
will not move beyond the crater — ^he orders Bumside, at forty 
minutes after five, to push forward to the crest all his owu 
troops, and to call on Gtenerai Ord to move forward his 
troops of the Eighteenth Corps at once. Potter and Willcox 
have udvanced to the right and. left of Ledlie. Ferrero, with 
the colored division, was to have followed in rear of Ledlie, 
but the commander, who had remained in rear of the main 
line of the Ninth Corps works, when ordered to move, said 
there was no room until the troops akeady in his front should 
be moved out of the way. We are inclined to agree with 
bim. His troops, however, after some furtlier delay, were 
moved into the crater, where, with the rest, they moved for- 
ward, to be badly cut up, and then huddled, only increasing 
the confusion, and eventually the slaughter. Meade, on ac- 
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oonnt of tlie continued delay in moying ont of the crater, di- 
rected Ord to push his corps forward ; but that officer yery 
properly declared that this was impracticable, there being 
no opening except that made by the crater, which was now 
crowded with men. 



THE CRATER. 

The scene in the crater baffles all attempts at description. 
In this irregular chasm, two hundred- feet long, sixty wide, 
and thirty, deep, were clustered, among the wrecks of the ex- 
plosion, the dead, and the buried aUye, thousands of our men, 
with no competent commanders to lead them. Many were 
soon in a state of wild deliritmi ; half-buried rebels were cry- 
ing out, *' Yanks, for God's sake, take me out ; I'U do as much 
for you some time." .Many were crying for water. The con- 
fusion became worse confounded. It was a horrible chaos 
come again. ^ 

Potter's division, and some of the colored troops, get out of* 
the crater, two himdred yards in advance ; but the rebels have 
aroused from their stupor. The guns of Cemetery Bidge have 
a direct fire upon the crater. Batteries to the right and left, 
pour in a cross enfilading fire. Some say the rebels are infu- 
riated at the sight of the colored troops. The place becomes 
a veritable heU on earth. literally, *' cannon to right of 
them," to the left, in front ; and soon the intervening space is 
swept. To remain in the crater is certain death ; to advance 
is impossible; to retreat is death; and it seems for the 
same reason impossible to succor them by sending more 
troops. The officers have no longer any control The car- 
nage is frightful. 

Burnside is now directed, at nine o'clock, to withdraw his 
troops at his discretion: this he does at about two in the 
afternoon. Every thing had failed. The mine, a great suc- 
cess under difficulties, had resulted in next to nothing. We 
are fortunate in having the fullest account of it, as an investi- 
gation was ordered ; and the Court of Inquiry, composed of 
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Hancock, Ayres, and Miles, published its finding and opin^ 
ion. P)rom these we make a few quotations. The court 
says: 

The causes of fidloio aro^ 

1. The injudicions formatioA of the troops in going forward, the movement 
being mainly by flank instead of extended front General Meade's order indi- 
cated that columns of assault should be employed to take Cemetery HUl, and 
that proper passages should be prepared for those columns. It is the opinioQ 
of the court that there were no proper columns of assault. The troops should 
have been formed in tlie open grotmd in front of the point of attack^ porallel to 
the line of the enemy's works. The evidence shows that one or mcve columns 
might hare passed over at and to the left of the crater, without any prcTious 
preparation of the ground. 

2. The halting of the troops in the crater instead of going forward to ibi& 
crest, when there was no firo of any consequence from the enemy, 

8. No proper employment of engineer officers and working parties, and of 
materials and tools for their use, in the Ninth Corps. 

4. That some parts of the assaulting columns wtire not properly led. 

5. The want of a competent common head at the scene of the assault, to di- 
rect afBiiis as occurrences should demand. 

Had not failure ensued from the above causes, and the crest been gained, 
the success might have been jeoparded by the failure to have j>repared in sea* 
son proper and adequate debouches through the Ninth Corps' lines for troops, 
and espedally for field artillery, as ordered by Mi^or-General Meade. 

The reasons why the attack ought to have been successftd, are^ 

1. The evident surprise of the enemy at the timo of the e:(ploBion of the 
mine, and for some time after. 

2. The comparatively small force in the enemy's works, 

8. The ineffective fire of the enemy's artillery and musketry, there being* 
scarcely any f(« about thirty minutes after the explosion, And ouf artillery be- 
ing just the reverse as to time and power. 

4 The fact tliat some of our troops were able to get two hundred yards be- 
yond the crater, towards the cf est, but could not remain there or proceed fur- 
tiier for want of supports, or because they were not properly formed or led. 

To these clear, candid, and impartial iFords, we need add 
nothing ; nor is it necessary for us to introduce the blame at- 
tached by the court to certain officers in this connection. It 
is on record for those who desire to read it 

General Orant was exceedingly disappointed at the result, 
as indeed he liad a right to be. He had marched and conn- 
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tennarclied the Second Corps and Sheridan's cavahy, in 
order to confuse the enemy, and all for nothing. Onr" losses, 
which were very great, numbered as follows : Killed, forty- 
seven of&cers, and three hundred and seventy-two enlisted 
men; wounded, one hundred and twenty-four officers, one 
thousand five hundred and fifty-five men ; missing, ninety-one 
officers, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen men ; — to- 
tal, four thousand and three* 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

THE BEBEL ADYAKOE ON WASmNGTON. 
Easlt xovxa dowv t&b Valley. — Grakt sends itp the Sixth ▲vd NarBrEKHTB. 

— Wjl'LLAOB XOVES. — Is DBFEATRD, BUT DBXA.ZNS EaRLT. — DBSTBUOnOB-. — WsmBT 

IN ooMiLAND.— Eablt bbtbbats. — ^Thb Shbkandoah Vallbt. — Gbabt tisitb 

HmVTEB.— SbBBIDAN-^LbT loose. — WlKOHBaTBB. 

We must now go back, in point of time, to the beginning cf 
July, and turn to the consideration of an event which promised 
to give Grant great additional trouble, and which caused him, 
as we have before indicated, to detach some of his troops, and 
send them northward fot the defence of Washington towards 
the line of the Potomac. 

When Hunter retreated from Lynchburg into Western "Vir- 
ginia, the ever-memorable Yalley of the Shenandoah was left 
open to the enemy, for raids across our frontier, intp t)ie loyal 
States of Maryland and Pennsylvania. The rebel authorities 
were not slow to avail themselves of the opportunity thus 
afforded. A considerable force was moved down the Yallej, 
imder General Jubal Early, who had resumed the command 
dm-ing the disability of Ewell, with the intention of invading 
the North, opening the way for larger bodies, and perhaps so 
working upon the fears of our people, and the autiiorities at 
Washington, as to force Grant to abandon the siege of Peters* 
burg. Early's force was his own corps, with a portion of that 
of Breckinridge, and detachments, making in aU from twelve 
to fifteen thousand men. ^ i 
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Qrant was disappointed at this new obsiaole to his plans ; 
bnt his ready resources did not fail him. 

He ordered Hunter, who was now in Westeni Virginia, to 
move as rapidly as possible, by river and railroad, to Harper's 
Ferry. Bnt Hunter's delays were great. The water was low 
in the river, and the railroad was brolcen in several places. 
To meet this emergency, troops must be had at onoe^; there- 
fore, early in July, the Sixth Corps was taken from its lines in 
front of Petersburg, and sent to cover Washington. The 
Jf inetee^th Corps, under General W. H. Emory, which had 
been ordered from the Gulf as soon as Grant had heard of the 
failure of the Bed Biver expedition, had just arrived in Hamp- 
ton Boads ; without disembarking, it was also pushed after 
the Sixth. Biokett*s division of the Sixth was sent to Balti* 
more. Wright, with the remainder, subsequently went to 
Washington. 

In a military point of view, the enemy deserve? great credi(r 
for the bold stroke he now made. Thundering down the Val- 
ley, on the 3d of July he was at Martinsburg. Sigel, who bad 
a small command there, at once retreated aqross the Potomac 
to Shepardstown. Weber, in command at Harper's Ferry^ 
likewise evacuated the town, occupying the Maryland Heights 
opposite. The enemy, being now unobstructed, crossed the 
river at WUliamsport and Point of Bocks, and on the 6th of 
July was at Hagerstown; from which he pushed a strong 
column towards Frederick, and other >detachments to destrpy 
the railroad and canal, and to plunder the surroimding towns. 
Grant's foresight had been admirable, and the re-enforcements 
had been sent not a moment too soon* 



WALLACE MOVES. 

General Lewis Wallace, in command of the Department of 
Annapolis, with his headquarters at Baltimore, taking with 
him his own command, and Bickett's division of the Sixth — 
eight thousand in all — promptly moved out, first to Frederick, 
and then took x)osition on the Monocacy, near the railroad 
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crossing, where, on the 8th of July, he fought the advancing 
ememy. The contest was unequal. The enemy were sixteen 
thousand strong. Except the Sixth Corps, Wallace's com- 
mand consisted of one hundred days' men, heavy artillery 
regiments, invalids, and volunteers ; and although he was de- 
feated by a flank .movement of Early upon his right, he de- 
serves great credit for his prompt advance, his brave recep- 
tion of the impetuous rebel attack, and, in a word, for doing 
every thing in his power, with the inadequate means at his 
command. By this course of conduct he employed and de-. 
tained the enemy, while Wright could reach Washington with 
the remainder of the Sixth Corps and the advance of the 
Nineteenth. 

These troops entered Washington at the very nick of time ; 
for the enemy, inspirited by his success on the Monocacy, at 
once moved upon the Federal capital ; while Wallace fell back 
to defend Baltimore. On the 10th of July, Early's cavalry 
was at Rockville. On the 12th, the commander of the troops 
in Washington, General Augur, threw out a reconnoissance in 
force from Fort Stevens, and encountered the enemy, losing 
two hundred and eighty killed and wounded ; but skirmishing 
was continued during the day, and the enemy retired that 
night, recrossing the Potomac at Portersville and Edwards' 
Ferry. 

Let every man have his just tribute. To give the arch- 
enemy his due, the rebels certainly gave us a good scare, and 
accomplished humiliating wonders in this brief period. The 
rebel cavalry destroyed a long stretch of the Northern Central 
Eailroad, and burned Gunpowder Bridge; and, reaching a 
thoroughfare never dreamed to be insecure, captured a train 
on the Philadelphia and Baltimore road. 

At a quarter before twelve o'clock, on the night of the 12th, 
Grant telegraphed to Washington to have General Wright put 
in command of all the troops in the field there ; and he urged 
that our men should now be put out of the trenches, and push 
Early vigorously at every step of his retreat. In accordance 
with these directions, Wright began the purstdt, and overtook 
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the rear-gaard of Early at Snicker's Ferry, on the Shenandoah, 
where a sharp battle ensued, in which the enemy was worsted. 
Averill, who had promptly moved up the Valley with his cav- 
alry, caught a portion of Early's force at Winchester, and de- 
feated them, capturing four guns and five hundred prisoners. 

THE SHENANDOAH VAUiET. 

The very difficult duty now devolved upon Grant of direct- 
ing the movements of /troops from City Point, — difficulty be- 
cause not only were they out of his sight, but he had conflict- 
ing reports of the details of the operations. Messages and 
orders crossed each other in such a. manner as to confuse, not 
only the lieutenant-general, but also General Wright and the 
authorities at Washmgton, 

His first impulse, when he foxmd Early retreating, was to 
bring back the Sixth and Nineteenth corps to Petersburg, and 
make a new assault on Lee before Early could re-enforce him ; 
but orders to that effect were postponed, and at length coun- 
termanded, as soon as he found that Early did not design to 
return to Bichmond, but meant to continue his operations in 
the Valley. Grant then directed General Hunter, who had 
now arrived with his troops from Western Virginia, to main- 
tain a defensive in the Valley, and thus deter the rebels from 
again advancing on Washington. 

Again concentrating his forces, on the 24th Early attacked 
Crook and Averill, and flanking them, drove their forces 
through Winchester and across the Potomac He was now 
ready for a forward movement. On the 25th he again came 
proudly forward, as if to cross the river ; and to meet him, • 
Grant ordered the Sixth Corps to Harper's Ferry. 

Connected with this movement of Early, was a rebel raid 
into Pennsylvania by a small cavalry force — only three or four 
hundred — ^under McCausland, which perpetrated the diaboli- 
cal outrage of bximing the undefended town of Chambersburg, 
because the people would not, or could not, pay half a million 
of dollars ransom. He then retreated, with ow cavalry aftei 
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him, to Ctonberland, where being met and defeated by Gen- 
eral Kelly, his force dispersed into Western Virginia. 

But the mam body of Early was by no means so easily 
moved. They were reaping the splendid harvests of the 
Valley, and sending large supplies to Kichmond. We have 
already referred to the difficulty of communicating orders at 
this most perplexing period. From, the time of Early's first 
raid, the telegraph wires were down between Washington and 
Oity Point. To send messages and receive answers required 
from twenty-four to thirty-six hours. New developments 
and constantly changing circumstances gave rise to contra- 
dictions, embarrassments, and misconceptions. It was evi* 
dent to Grant that he must have one competent head there, 
and it was due to this that he projected the Middle Military 
Division, to which we shall presently refer ; and on the 2d of 
August he ordered G^ieral Sheridan to Washington, with a 
view of assigning him to the command of this new division, 
which was subsequently done. 

Indeed our position in that quarter was extremely pre- 
carious, and might well give the lieutenant-general the deep- 
est concern. No- time could be lost in irresolution. The 
enemy was concentrated in the neighborhood of Winchester, 
while the bulk of our forces were still on the Monocacy, at the 
crossing of the Baltimore and Ohio Bailroad. 

Thus Western Maryland and Southern Pennsylvania were 
exposed to invasion, should the rebels be bold enough to 
attempt it ; and yet Grant hesitated, without an examination 
of the field himself, to order a forward movement, for fear of 
exposing Washington. 

OBAKT VISTrS UUNTKU. 

Li order, therefore, to act with full intelligence, he left City 
Point on the 4th of August, and went in person to the import- 
ant points in this theatre of operations. On the 6th he visited 
General Hunter, and gave him written instructions to concen- 
trate all his forces near Hlarper's Ferry, using the railroad to 
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its utmost, in order to save time. He farther instmcted Han- 
ter, if the enemy should move north of the Potomac, to moTe 
north promptly and attack him ; but if the en^my should 
move southward, sending only small raiding parties to ibe 
north, then Htmter was to push southward after hint, wi&out 
a moment's delay, using the large force of cavaby which he 
had to enable him to do so. He also directed Hunter to sweep 
the Yalley clean of provisions, forage, and stock — ^to destroj' 
what he could not use, but to protect the buildings as far as 
possible. As if to add another word of caution to the already 
explicit instructions. Grant told him to keep the enemy always 
in sight. 

In accordance with these instructions. Hunter's troops were 
put in motion at once, and the advance reached Halltown, on 
the raikdad to Winchester, that night. 



THE MIDDLE MIIJTABY DIVISIOK. 

In Grant's interview with Hunter, this general, without at all 
asking it, had expressed his willingness to be relieved from the 
comlnand ; which offered Grant the opportunity of carrying out 
the purpose, akeady indicated, of forming the Middle Military 
Division, and giving Sheridan the temporcury conmiand over 
sU the generals and troops in the departments of Western 
Virginia, Washington, and the Susquehanna — ^up to this time 
separate and independent commands. The cavalry divisions 
of Torbort and Wilson were at once ordered up from the 
Army of the Potomac to Harper's Ferry ; and Sheridan, who 
was waiting at Washington, was ordered, on the night of the 
5th, to come up by the morning train to Harper's Ferry. 

This Sheridan did ; relieved Hunter at once ; and received, 
in addition to the written iastructions to Hunter, special in- 
structions from Grant, who then, better satisfied with the con- 
dition of things, immediately returned to City Point, to super- 
vise the operations around Petersburg and Richmond. Tor- 
bert's division of cavalry arrived at Harper's Ferry on tlie 11th 
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of Angnsty and Torbert became chief of cavalry to Sheridan's 
army. 

SHEBIBAN. 

Witii his nsaal sagacity^ Grant had made an admirable 
ehoice of a commander. A yoxmg man — then only thirty- 
three years of age-^heridan had already become the most 
distingoished cavalry officer in the service. He was a gradu- 
ate of West Point, and devoted to the profession of arms. To 
great* and untiring energy, dashing bravery, and enthusiasm 
in fighting, he^ added the iiatural gift of being able to control, 
in an electric manner, the affections and wills of his men ; and 
* he was now to show that he had strategic intuitions of the 
first order, and tactical intelligence of the most clear and 
rapid kind. To no better man in the whole army could the 
difficult task have been assigned* of utilizing, all the troops, 
and grasping the strategy of this extensive and important 
division* 

He at once brought order out of the chaos. To confront 
the enemy, who had fallen back as if to lure h^.m forward, and 
who now occupied the west bank of Opequan Creek, covering 
Winchester, Sheridan posted his forces in front of Berry- 
ville. They consisted of the army which Hunter had brought 
up from Western Virginia ; the Nineteenth Corps under Emo- 
ry ; and the Sixth Corps, imder Wright ; with the commands 
of Orook and Averill ; in all 40,000 men, of whom 10,000 were 
cavalry. Torbert had command of the cavalry. 

Movements were made back and forward, and there were 
numerous cavalry engagements. When Sheridan feared that 
Early was going to decamp, he fell back, to hold him in his 
front. 

Acting with proper caution. Grant did not yet feel author- 
ized to permit him to bring on a general engagement, fearing 
that, if we were defeated, Maryland and Pennsylvania might 
be open to the rebel incursion. But on the other hand, it was 
of great importance to us to secure the use of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Eailroad and of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal ; 
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and if successfal- in a battle, we slionld be no mo^ troubled 
bj the threats or fears of a rebel inyasion at the North. 

Sheridan was very anxious to attack ; and so Grant, after 
weighing the chances well, determined to risk it. But fearing 
to give orders to that effect, without himself knowing the 
ground and the positions, and without an exact knowledge of 
Sheridan's views, he again left City Point, on the 15th of Sep- 
tember, and had an interview witiii Sheridan at Charlestown, 
not far from Harper's Ferry. 

6HEBIDAK LET LOOSE. 

Never was commander-in-chief more fully satisfied with the 
knowledge and power of a subordinate, than was Grant with 
the statements of Sheridan. Two words, he said, contained 
all the orders it was necessary for him to give, and these 
were, " Oo in /" It was like the " laissez alter^* of the 
heralds to the impatient knights at the old toumamente. 
Grant asked him if he could be ready to move on Tuesday 
morning. Sheridan said, "Tes, and before; on Monday 
morning, before daylight." General Grant adds, in his re- 
port : " He was off promptly to time ; and I may here add, 
that I have never since deemed it necessary to visit (General 
Sheridan before giving him orders." High praise, tersely 
expressed, and richly deserved. With this permission to 
move — ^to change a skilful defensive (which had, indeed, 
enabled him to perfect his organizations) into one of the most 
brilliant offensives recorded in any war, and upon which the 
historian would fain linger, forgetful of the proper relation of 
the parts of his narrative — ^with this permission begins a mag- 
nificent series of victories. 

WIKOHESTEB. 

On the morning of the 19th, he attacks Early at the crossing 
of the Opequan, fights him all day until five o'clock, with severe 
losses on both sides, but beats him thoroughly; carries his 
entire positions, from the Opequan to Winchester, and drives 
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l^iTn through Winchester, taking several thousand prisoners 
and five guns. Early is absolutely stupefied at the shock 
This is not the fighting he has been accustomed to, nor wiD 
lie ever bo. Great credit is undoubtedly due to Sheridan's 
subordinates ; but Sheridan is the life of the entire battle, and 
in giving the enemy this taste of his quality, he sets an ex- 
ample to his own troops of what he expects of them in the 
future. 

Early had lost three thousand five hundred killed and 
•wounded, five thousand prisoners, five guns, and fifteen battle- 
flags. Three of his generals were killed and four wounded. 
Among the former was reported Greneral Fitzhugh Lee. Not 
only was Early driven through Winchester, but he was sent 
"whirling up the valley," so vigorously* pursued, that he did 
not make a stand until he reached Fisher's Hill, thirty miles 
below Winchester. 

Here again, by a rapid and overwhelming, assault, pursuing 
his favorite tactics of columns attacking in front — ^the Sixth 
in the centre and the Nineteenth on the left, and a flanking 
reserve of cavalry on each flank in succession — Sheridan dis- 
lodged and routed him on the 20th, pushing him down 
through Harrisonburg and Staunton, and scattering portions 
of his force through the gaps of the Blue Bidge. 

Sheridan then returned leisurely to Strasburg, and posted 
his victorious forces, for a brief season of rest, behind Cedar 
Creek. The operation had been brilliant in the extreme. 
From early morning on the 19th of September to the 25th, 
Early had lost his positions, his prestige, and ten thousand 
men, with a large number of guns. 

Torbert was now dispatched to Staunton on a destructive 
, raid, during which he tore up seven miles, of the Virginia 
Central Eailroad, and destroyed the iron bridge across the 
Shenandoah. All the grain which he could not use was like- 
wise destroyed, to keep it from the enemy, should he return 
on our track, which, it was certain, he would endeavor to do. 

We can only briefly advert to the other movements in the 
Valley. On the 8th of October^ General Bosseri a "new 
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oayalrj general," oame up to tij his hand on a portion of 
Sheridan's force, but was soon " settled" by an attack on his 
front and flanks, in which he lost caissons, ambulances, sup- 
plies, and wagons, and was pursued up the Yallej ^* on the 
jump." 

OEDAB CHEEK. 

The rebel troops in the Valley, thus roughly handled, lost 
confidence in Early, and Longstreet was sent with large re* 
enforcements to command and reassure them. Again his 
cavalry suffered, but, nothing daunted, the rebel general no>f 
undertook one of the most daring operations of the war, and 
one that narrowly escaped being a success almost as brilliant 
as the recent yictoiies of Sheridan. With his force well is 
hand, he rapidly crossed the mountains which separate the 
forks of the jdver ; forded the North Fork, came upon our left 
flank, which was not properly protected; crept along the 
front of Crook's Corps, thus exposing himself to immense 
danger. But, favored by darkness and fog, he came into 
position unobserved, and just before dawn of the 19th of 
October, his men were lying in battle order not six hundred 
yards distant from oar unsuspecting lines. Sheridan was 
. absent, and the enemy knew it. The rebels also believed that 
the Sixth Corps had been withdrawn from the Valley and sent 
to Grant Those real advantages gave them power ; the sup- 
posed advantages strengthened their morale. When fairly in 
position, they sprang up with an unearthly yell, poured 
upon onr sleeping troops, seized batteries, which they tamed 
upon us, enfilading our lines, and rolled back our left The 
confasion spread — ^the troops began to retreat — in parts it 
was a rout. 

SHERIDAN BIDES POST FROM WINOHESTEB. 

Sheridan was at Winchester, twenty miles away, when 
the distant and faintly audible booming of cannon strack 
his ear. He moimted in hot haste, and riding like a 
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Conner, he arriyed upon the field at ten o'clock, his horse 
covered with foam, and, like the Twin Brethren at the Liake 
Begillus, his presence stayed the ebbing tide, and turned it 
into a destructite flood. Moving like lightning among the 
retreating troops, he swung his hat in the air, shouting at the 
top of his voice, '' Face the other way, boys ! we are going 
back I" Pushing forward past the stragglers, who at once 
began to rally, he reached the main body, repeating his fiery 
words. " Boys," he added, " if I had been here, this never 
should have happened; we are going back." Arranging and 
strengthening his Hues while the enemy had, most of them, 
stopped for a time to plunder our camps, he was just in readi- 
ness to move forward, wheil the rebels came in for a new 
and overwhelming assault. Resisting this manfully, he caught 
its surge, and hurled it back; assumed the offensive; 
attacked again in two columns ; employed his cavalry in vigor- 
ous charges on both flanks ; succeeded, with Custer's divi- 
sion, in turning their left and rolling it up, and again routed 
them. Thus he snatched victory out of the jaws of defeat 
And aU this — ^no one can gainsay it — ^was due to the brilliant 
genius and personal Slan of Sheridan hiniself. The slaughter 
of the enemy was great. We captured almost every thing 
they had, including the guns and camps which we had lost 
m the morning. The rout of the enemy was again complete. 
They flew to Staunton on wings of fear, while Sheridan pur- 
sued as far as Mount Jackson. No one was more gratified 
than Grant, who, as soon as he heard the news, telegraphed 
to the Secretary these words : 

^ I had a salute of one hundred gons fired from each of the armies here, in 
honor of Sheridan's last victory. Taming what bid fair to be a disaster into a 
glorious Tlctoiy, 9tamp» Sheridan, uihai I hate alwayt thaugM km, one of (k§ 
Meet ofgeneraie. 

" XT. S. Obant, Lieatenant<}enenL'« 

This was, as it might well be, the last attempt of the enemy 
to invade the North through the Shenandoah Valley, which 
was now called, for them, the Valley of HumiliatioxL 
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General McClellan having resigned his commission, to take 
effect on the 8th of November, it was ordered by the Presi- 
dent : 

" That for peoraonal gallantzy, militftiy BkiU, and just confidence in the coor- 
age and patriotism of hie troopa, displayed by Philip H. Sheridan on the 10^ 
cf October at Cedar Run, whereby, nnder the blessing of Providence, his nmted* 
army was reorganized, a great national disaster averted, and a brilliant victoiy 
achieved over the rebels for the third time in pitched battle within thirty 
days, Philip H. Sheridan is appointed nugor-general in the United States Army, 
to rank as such from the 8th day of November, 1864" 

Such a prestige as that now established by Sheridan en- 
abled Grant to take the Sixth Corps and two cavalry divisions 
to^the vicinity of Petersburg. 

'the historian wouM fain linger upon such brilliant records 
as these, but it is necessary that we should now return to take 
a brief survey of what t^as being done in the Army of the 
Potomac. 



Names or Uhios Fobts abouhd PETSBSBiiBa. (Sib Map taodt* mzr rAex.) 

A. Fort IfeOllTeTy. I* FortHowtrd. 

B. Fort StMdman. M. Fort W«dswwth. 

C. Fort HasGoII. N. Fort DashancL 

D. Fort Morton. O. Fort DftTiaon. 

E. FortMelkla P. FortMcMahon. 

F. Fort Bice. Q, Fort Stovenaon. 
O. Fort Sedgwiok, or Fort HelL B. Fort BlalsdeL 

H. FortDaWfli & Fort Patrlok Eeltoy. 

L Fort Preaeott T. Fort BroMi 

E. Fort Alexander dayeai • * 

FOBTS ON THX PBOLONOATIOir OV THE LtXTKB -WXeT OF THE WeLDOH "Ra^.w^aw^ 

A. Fort Keene. Q. Fort Wbeaton. 

B. FortUrmaton. H. Fort Sampson. 
O. FortConahey. I. ^Fort CammlDga. 
D. Fort FlBher. K Fort ^mory. 

K Fort Welch. I* Fort Siebert 

F. Fort Oregs. M. Fort Glarka 

^0BT8 PBOTBOTINa ClTY PoiMT. 

'O. Fort Abbott B. Fort Lewis 0. If orrla. 

P. Fort Craig. T. FortMerriam. 

Q, Fort Graves. U. Fort Oonld. 

B. Fort McKeen. V. Fort Porter 

NaKBS of OKBTAIK RbBEL FoBT8 abound PETERSBUBa. 

a, Colqnit's Salient dL Fort Mabone. 

h. Pegram's Battery* the fort blown np at &. Fort New OrkNuis. 

the mine explosion. / FortLeei 
«. Beeves* Salient 

X. Fort Harrison (on Obapln^s Farm, north of James Bii 
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CHAPTER XXX7L 

ABOUND PETEBSBUBG. 
Aiaxmnnan of WomKB.~-MoTniSNT hobth or thb.#aiib8.~To thb Wzukut boas. 

Tn OATTU BAID.-^HOTSXVMT OH BOTH lULKKS.— ThB mnTWABB MOTKMBVT.— BUT' 

Ln XOTM.— Thb Ahmt or thb Potomac m Moriox.—Tn Butob Gap Caval— 
QxBoo AT Stomxt Crssx.— Comparatitk bxbt. 

The greater part of July and the early days of August were 
spent in a proper adjustment of the defensive works, and in 
strengthening them from the Appomattox to the Jerusalem 
plankroad. The important points were crowned with redoubts, 
and heavy siege-batteries were erected in the most advan- 
tageous positions. 

In the early part of August, the lieutenant-general, believ- 
ing that Lee had detached three divisions from Petersburg to 
re-enforce the rebel army in the Shenandoah Valley, deter- 
mined to make a strong diversion north of the James in favor 
of another movement against the Weldon road. 

Let us look at these co-operative movements in their order. 
To this end the Second Corps was placed on transports and 
ostentatiously moved down the river,' as if proceeding to For- 
tress Monroe ; but, under cover of night, the vessels turned 
and steamed up the river, and the expeditionary force landed 
at Deep Bottom on the 14th of August. There it was 
joined by a cavalry division under Oregg, and a force from 
Butler's army under Bimey, which marched from Bermuda 
Hundred and crossed the river on the ponton-bridge at Deep 
Bottom. 
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The general order of battle, superintended by G^eral 
Grant, who visited the field, was as follows : The cavalry well 
thrown out on the Charles City road ; the Second Corps on 
the right, and the troops of the Army of the James on the left, 
while the gunboats moved up to shell the rebel works as our 
troops advanced. The whole force moved out silently frofH 
Strawberry Plains towai-ds the enemy. On thQ 14th, Hancock 
manoeuvred to the right, connecting with the cavahy, and sfi 
attack was made upon the enemy's position, in which Bimey's 
troops were quite successful, capturing the enemy's rifle 
trenches, and wresting from him four guns, four colors, and 
several hundred prisoners. In this engagement, the Tenth 
Connecticut and Fourteent|^ Massachusetts regiments greatly 
distinguished themselves. The attack of Barlow's division, 
made at the same time, was not quite so successful. Again 
Hancock manoeuvres to find weak points in which, to attack, 
and on the 16th another assault is made, but without import- 
ant results. Gregg makes a fearless advance on the right ; 
drives^ the enemy's cavalry before him to White's tavern ; 
but is in turn driven back by strong re-enforcements of the 
enemy, to Deep Bun, where he makes a stand. In these 
actions the rebels lost heavily, and among their killed were 
Generals Chambless and Gherardie. The 17th, 18th, and 
19th were spent by the troops in skirmishing. On the night 
of the 18th a strong attack of the enemy was handsomely 
repulsed : but the main purpose of the movement north of the 
James is already accomplished ; and besides, the enemy is 
too strong to be broken there. Grant has learned that Lee 
has not detached three divisions to the Shenandoah, but only 
one, that of Kershaw. This movement north of the James 
has retained the others, which were under marching orders 
when it began. On the 20th, Hancock, who has already sent 
back one division, that of Mott, is ordered to take the re- 
mainder of his corps back to Petersburg, to be in readiness 
for the movement by the left Our losses north of the James 
were about five thousand. 
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TO THE 'WELDON BOAD. 



Having attracted the enemy's attention to the north side 
of the James Biver, and given him some concern as to the 
defences of Kichmond in that quarter, Grant now put War- 
ren in motion, on the 18th of August, with four days' 
rations, to strike the Weldon road at Six-mile Station, near 
Globe Tavern. Warren reached this point and began to 
destroy the track. On the 19th his position was thus fully 
three miles from the left of our intrenched line on the 
Jerusalem road. While he was extending his pickets to 
connect, the enemy, ever ready and skilful to take advan- 
tage of gaps — ^those open joints in the harness of armies 
— thrust in heavy masses in the form of a Virginia brigade, 
under Watkins, and a Mississippi brigade, under Davis, 
(the two forming Mahone's division of HiU's corps), struck 
his right flank heavily, held by Crawford, and turned upon 
his right rear. This attack was of the nature of a surprise, 
but Warren was equal to the emergency, and although he 
lost several hundred prisoners at the first, he changed front 
to meet the flanking dash, moved the divisions of Willcox and 
White (late Ledlie's), of the Ninth Corps, to strengthen his 
right, and sustained a violent attack of Heth's division of 
Hill's corps on his left, which was at first paxtially successful. 
In this action on the left we lost many prisoners, and among 
them. General William Hays. The result of this engage- 
ment presents a decided balance in our favor. Eor although 
wc had lost heavily, we had gained permanent possession of 
the Weldon road, and had intrenched upon it, while notwith- 
standing the valor of the enemy, the prisoners he boasted, 
and the skilful attacks which at first broke our line and sent 
it back in confusion, he had lost the railroad forever, the 
question, par exceHence.^ for which he was fighting. 

On the 20th our troops on the left were allowed by the 
rebels to rest and strengthen the new position, which should 
have been at once assaulted, had Hill hoped to succeed. After 
thus giving us twenty-four hours of invaluable time. Fill at- 
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tacked, on the 21st, to dislodge "Warren, striking boldly our 
left wing and centre simultaneonsly, but without success. 
Their attack having failed, Warren then made a gallant riposte^ 
in which he captured four flags and four hundred prisoners. 
In this action General Cutler was wounded, and the brave 
Colonel Dushane of the Maryland brigade was killed. 

The advance^ position of Warren on the left, now led to a 
gradual extension of the other corps westward. The Second, 
tinder Hancock, was moved in the vicinity of the Weldon 
road on the 22d ; and on the 23d, Miles* division and Gregg's 
cavalry were once more dispatched to the fatal Reams' Sta- 
tion, to destroy it. The enemy contesting the advance of this 
force, Hancock goes down to its assistance with Gibbon's di- 
vision, and driving the rebel troops away, Hancock's command 
proceed with the destruction of the road on the 24th. Bui 
the enemy is not disposed to yield the station. On the 25th 
he comes down in stronger force, and obliges Hancock to con- 
centrate and fight a battle there. The attack was made with 
great fuiy, and after several handsome repulses, he succeeds 
in breaking a portion of our line, and capturing five guns. 

Upon the receipt of intelligence that Hancock was pressed, 
Meade sent down WiUcox's division of the Ninth Corps to his 
assistance, but it did not arrive until the action was over. At 
nightfall Hancock withdrew his force, the enemy moving away 
at the same time. During this brief period our losses had 
been great. From the 18th to the 21st inclusive, they were 
not less than five thousand men, and in the battle at Beams' 
on the 25th, they numbered two thousand five hundred. . 

We are not prepared to concede that the losses at Beams' 
Station were compensated for by the results ; indeed it seems 
to have been proven that we did not need that position, for 
after many severe actions it was eventually abandoned to the 
rebels. But the great movement began on the 18th of August 
resulted in our permanent occupancy of the Weldon Bailroad. 
The enemy feH back to within three miles of Petersburg, and 
we were at once enabled to follow, and intrench on the rail- 
road, within three and a half miles of the city, with our skir- 

Digitized, by VjOOQ I" _ 



892 aBANT AND HIS CAMPAIGNa 

mishers adrantageonslj thrown out to a point near the 
Yaughan road. Our iniarenchments were laid out on this new 
line connecting with the fofmer left on the Jerusalem road. 

For a brief period the armj again had rest, and an oppor- 
tunity to strengthen their positions. By the 13th of Septem- 
ber a railroad was completed, uniting the City Point and 
Petersburg road with the Weldon road ; thus insuring supplies 
of all kinds, without concern as to the weather, which had 
often made wagoning difficult in the extreme. 

THE CATTLE RAH). 

Just M this time occurred a stratagem of the enemy, known 
as the famous GcUde Raid, which indicated at once the diffi- 
culty of attaining perfect security in rear of such an extended 
postion, and also the danger of neglecting proper precautions, 
because the security seems great. Three regiments of rebel 
cavalry came swiftly down through our lines to Coggins* 
Point, surprised the small force guarding the grazing-ground, 
and succeeded in driving off two thousand five hundred head 
of cattle collected there, and helping the rebels to a few 
rations of fresh beef, with the hearty laugh of " those who 
win," at our expense. 

MOVEMENT ON BOTH FLANKS. 

While constantly keeping an eye on the Southside Baihoad, 
General Ghrant, satisfied that on so extended a line as the 
rebels were compelled to hold, in order to confront his 
own, there must be weak spots, and that these points were 
mostly to be found on or near their flanks, determined to 
make a demonstration on the north side of the James Biver, 
with Butler's troops, in co-operation with one to be made 
by Meade against the enemy's right, — a mode of tactics which 
would require the movement of rebel troops to the greatest 
distances, and which would be ready -to punish his concentra* 
tion on one flank by an overwhelming attack on the other. 
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The moTement north of the Jaj 
The Tenth Corps, under Bimey, &^S(K|4J]XK|Mf t^ife^^o^^ 
crossed on the' ponton-bridge to Deepi^lfaQaB;apasalfienight of 
the 88th of September, and moying forward the next morning 
against Fort Morris, and the long line of intrenchments just 
below Chapin's farm, they successfolly assaulted these. The 
Eighteenth Corps was on the left, Bimey in the centre, while 
the cavahy extended to the right. Sixteen guns were captored 
in this engagement. Ord took Fort Morris. But, in pursuing 
this success, that general was wounded, and General Godfrey 
Weitzel succeeded to the command. General Bumham was 
killed. Lr front of the intrenchments mentioned was a strong 
work called Fort Gilmer, which resisted the attack of the 
Eighteenth Corps, although some of the stormers reached the 
ditch ; but Bimey took New Market Heights, while the cav- 
alry, xmder Eautz, taking advantage of the battle, penetrated 
by the road to tiie right to the toll-gate, only two or three 
miles from Bichmond. Here the mtdtiple lines of the enemy's 
works checked their advance, and Kautz was obliged to re- 
tire. But this movement of our right had resulted in a val- 
uable success. We had gained a strong position, from which 
the enemy could not dislodge us. 

THE WESTWARD MOVEMEMT. 

Let us now turn to the left, from which the counter-move- 
ment was to be made. On the 30th of September, General 
Grant had ordered the demonstration to be made, for the 
alternative purpose of seeing whether the enemy had weakened 
his lines at that point — of which he would at once take ad- 
vantage — ^and also to prevent such a movement of troops as 
would crush the force operating north of the James. 

The expeditionary force in this direction was composed of 
two divisions of the Fifth Corps, under Warren, and two of 
the Ninth, under Parke. They moved from our left towards 
Poplar Spring Church and Peeble's farm, which points the 
enemy had strongly intrenched, to cover our approaches upon 
the Southside Bailroad. Gregg's cavalry accompanied this 
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force, and moyed further towards the enemy's right and rear. 
Griffin's division of the Fifth Corps came upon the enemy's 
intrenchments on Peeble's farm, and gallantly stormed the 
rifle-pits and a small redoubt, taking one gun and about one 
hundred prisoners. Ayres' division of the same corps moved 
up the Squirrel Level road, and also earned a small work in 
its front. Parke, moving past them on the left, towards the 
Boydton plankroad, was met by the enemy in force, and com- 
pelled to fall back for a short distance ; but Griffin moved, up 
to his support^ and the enemy was thus checked. Gregg's 
advance on this day drove the enemy before it. As soon as 
word had reached Meade's headquarters that Parke was 
pressed, Mott's division of the Second Corps was pushed for- 
ward to his assistance. This was on the 1st of October, but be- 
fore these re-enforcements arrived the conflict was at an end. 

By this time Gregg had reached the Duncan road, where he 
had a sharp encounter with the enemy, and succeeded in driv- 
ing him back with loss. Among the rebel killed was General 
Dunnovan. ^ The success thus far assured now led to a com- 
bined advance along the line, which foimd the enemy strongly 
intrenched. Having gain^ a new point of value in our en- 
circling movement to the left, it was thought best to intrench 
in the enemy's front, and join this new acquisition to our 
former left flank. Our losses, in these actions, were about 
two thousand five himdre^ in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 

Thus our approaches were slow, but sure, and the enemy 
found himself daily more contracted in his lines, with his com- 
munications constantly threatened. On the 7th of October 
the enemy made a new movement against the cavalry of 
Kautz, north of the James, to turn our left flank, which re- 
sulted in disaster. He lost nine guns, and a considerable 
number of prisoners ; but when he fell back to our infantry 
positions, all e£forts of the enemy to take them were entirely 
. xmsuccessful. 

Pending these movements, there was much picket and 
artillery firing all along the line of the trenches, in front of 
Petersburg, especially in the neighborhood of the salient 
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called " the sore 'point/' and " Fort Hell," which was the 
soubriquet of Fort Sedgwick, covering the Jemsalem plank* 
road. 

BUTLEB MOTES. 

On tibe 13th of October, General Butler again made a strong 
reconnoissance, resulting .in an assault designed to drive the 
enemy away from some new works which the rebels were 
constructing, but they were found too strong, and the partial 
attack was repulsed. On the 15th, Mr. Stanton, the Secre- 
>tary of "War, visited the armies operating against Eichmond 
and Petersburg, accompanied by the chiefs of the Quarter- 
master and Commissary departments, and the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral, to find out the condition of the troops, and to provide all 
that should be needed. 



THE ABUT OF THE POTOICAO IN MOTION. 

It was now late in the autumn, and approaching the winter, 
in which movements on a large scale in that quarter must be 
suspended; but before such a period of comparative inaction 
should set in. Grant determined to make one solid effort to 
find the enemy's right flank. To this end, orders were issued 
for the movement of the entire Army of the Potomac, leaving 
only the necessary guards of the trenches and redoubts. 
The men were provided with four days' rations for the inf an- . 
try, alid th^ee for the cavalry, and the army left its intrench- 
ments, secretly and suddenly, on the morning of Thursday, 
the 27th of October. The new objective was the South Side 
railroad, and the prospect of breaking the enemy's line. 

A glance at the terrain which was to be the principal field 
of operations from this time until the last days of the struggle, 
will show that the enemy, after being forced to abandon the 
Weldon road, placed such dependence upon the Boydton 
plankroad that he covered this by works extending from the 
right of his Petersburg defences; and the crossing of this road 

_ igitized by VjOOQI'!_ 



396 GRANT AND HIS CAMPAIGNa 

at Hatcher's Bun became a point in dispute. Should he lose 
this road, the White Oak road became an important line ; and 
shotdd that be flanked, as it eventuallj was at Five Forks, the 
Southside Baihoad must be dtronglj fortified, or it would fall 
into our possession. Hancock, with the Second Corps, moved 
forward, crossed Hatcher's Bun, on the Vaughan road, and 
reached the Bojdton road, near Burgess's mills, on the run, 
thus being only about six miles distant from the Southside 
road. Two divisions of the Fifth, with some cavalry, moving 
in advance on our left, forced the passage of the run at Arm- 
strong's Mills, and then marched up the run towards the 
railroad, to join Hancock. But the country was almost a terra 
incognita; the only map we could obtain was an old one of Din- 
widdle County ; tiie thickets were dense, and the roads wind- 
ing, and therefore this junction was not made. The efforts of 
the Ninth Corps were repelled by the strongly posted enemy, 
and after due consideration. Grant, finding that we could not 
strike his flank, and that in an attack in front the enemy 
fought at great advantage, issued orders to return. Before 
these could be carried out, however, the enemy, with char- 
acteristic adroitness, penetrated into the space b(etween 
the Fifth and Second corps, and struck a heavy blow upon 
the flanks of both. It should be observe<r that the command- 
er of neither corps considered the orders he had received as 
contemplating a junction of the corps, and that the penetration 
of the enemy was due to the nature of the ground, and not to 
the fault of the corps commanders. With commendable 
judgment and rapidity, however, Hancock faced his corps to 
meet the attack, and, after a sanguinary conflict, he drove the 
enemy away, and then complied with the orders, and with- 
drew. The Army of the Potomac returned to its intrench- 
ments, having gained little besides the practical knowledge of 
the ground, which was to be fought over many times before 
the end shotdd be. 

In accordance with a system established on so many prece- 
dents, while this movement was going on, Butler made another 
demonstration on the north, in two columns, which attacked 
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the enemy on the WiUiamsbturg road and on tlie York Krer 
Bailroad. In the first he was nnsuccessfal^ and in the second 
he took a fort^ which^ however, was afterwards abandoned. 



THE DTJTOH GAP CANAL. 

We mnst here mention a project or experiment made by 
General Butler, to cut oS a long double^ stretch of the James 
Bayer. The peninsula known as Farrar's Island, inclosed in 
this loop of the river, is, at the nearest points of the river, 
less than half a mile wide. On the 10th of August work was 
begun on a deep cut at this point, which it was hoped would 
open a passage for our iron-clads. It was prosecuted with 
vigor, negroes being employed as laborers ; and afterwards, 
rebel prisoners were set to digging by Butler, under fire of 
their batteries, in retaliation for rebel outrages. The project 
was never popular ; and among the men it was proposed, in 
the way of pleasantry, that courts-martial should sentence 
hardened offenders to two years' hard labor on the Dutch Gap 
Canal. On the 26th of November the steam dredging-ma- 
chJne was sunk by the enemy's shot. On the 1st of January 
the bulkhead was blown out, but the earth came cruelly back 
into the canal ; and on the 2d, the enelny's enfilading batteries 
ploughed through it from end to end. Although small vessels 
eventually passed through it, it was useless during the war, 
but may become of value hereafter for purposes of peaceful 
commerce. 

The quiet at Petersburg was now only broken by slight re- 
connoissances and artillery firing. 

GBEGO AT STOKET CBEEE. 

On the 4th of December, Gregg marched with his cavalry 
to ihe crossing of the Weldon Railroad at Stoney Creek. It 
had been reported that the enemy was constructing from this 
point a branch railroad to connect with the Southside road. 
Here he found a part of the gradiug made ; but after a sHght 
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resiBtance, lie succeeded in buTHing the btuldings and sapplies 
of material, and set out on his return. He was fiercely fol- 
lowed by Hampton, who harassed his rear. Gregg's dispo- 
sitions were skilfuL His second brigade brought up the rear, 
and held the enemy in check ; and when hard pressed, the 
first brigade relieyed it, the second marching p^t it. The 
first was in turn relieved by the third ; and thus he returned 
to the army. 

OOMPABAnVE BEST. 

From this time, the operations of the armies of the Potomac 
and the James were principally of a defensive character. 
The lines were strengthened, and busy preparations were 
made for the spring campaign, designed and destined to be 
the final one. On the 28th of November, General Hancock 
was commissioned to recruit, as rapidly as possible, a new 
corps, to be called the First Corps ; and General Humphreys, 
who had been General Meade's chief of staff, was promoted to 
the command of the Second, which he exercised with signal 
ability during the remainder of the war. 

Notwithstanding the vague threats of the rebel journals, 
that Lee was contemplating some grand movement. General 
Grant now permitted many officers to go on furlough for 
Christmas holidays. Nor were the festivities of the season 
forgotten in camp. Luxuries were sent down to the soldiers 
by loving friends and admiring countrymen at the North ; and 
that Christmas in camp will long be remembered with pleasure 
by the soldiers. 

It is proper now to take advantage of this pause, to place 
on record what had been done by the Army of the Potomac, 
after a campaign unparalleled in the annals of war, ancient or 
modem. The want of proper documents alone prevents our 
giving similar statements with regard to the Army of the 
James, — a lack which we sincerely regret. 
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2hb^ar StaUmeni of CasudUita in the Army of ih$ Potomac^ from May 5, 1864, Uf 

Novmber 1, 1864. 



BATTLES. 



'Wilderness 

Spottsytvania . . . 

N(>rth Anna 

Cold Harbor. .... 

Peternborg 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Trenches 

Weldon RR 

Reaiod' Station . . 
Peeble^s Farm... 
Trenches ....... 

Boydton Pl'kr'd. 



DATB8. 



May 6 to 12...'... 

May 12 to 21 

May 21 to 81..... 

June 1 to 10 

June 10 to 20 

June2d to JulySO 

July 80 

Aug.ltol8 

Aug. 18 to 21 

Aug. 2/i 

Sept. 80 to Oct. 1. 
Aug. 18 to Oct. 80 
Oct. 27 to 28 



269 
114 
12 
144 
85 
29 
47 
10 
21 
24 
12 
18 
16 



Bnlhtwl 
Med. 



8,019 

2,032 

138 

1,561 

1,118 

576 

872 

128 

191 

98 

129 

^84 

140 



WOUNDED. 



OfBcen. 



1,017 

259 

67 

421 

861 

120 

124 

58 

100 

62 

50 

91 

66 



796 9,776 2,796 51,161 



EnltoUid 
Men. 



18,261 
7,697 
1,068 
8,621 
6.492 
2,874 
1,555 

626 
1,056 

484 

788 
1,214 

981 



177 

81 

8 

51 

46 

108 

91 

1 

104 

95 

56 

4 

8 



BnlUt«i 
Men. 



6,667 

248 

824 

2,855 

1,688 

2,109 

1,819 

45 

8,072 

1,674 

1,700 

800 

619 



775 28,088 88,887 



gtttO. 



29,410 
10,381 
1,607 
18,168 
9,665 
5,816 
4,008 
868 
4,548 
2,482 
2,685 
2,417 
1,902 



Statement showing the Number of Onlors captured from the Enemy .^ during the OperaUohe 
of the Army of the Jbtontae^from Jiay 4, 1864, to J/ovember 1, 1864. 

Number of Colore captared 67 

Captnred by Cavalry Corps 8 

Captured by Second Corps 40 

Captured by Rfth Corps 10 

Captured by Sixth Corps 8 

Captured by Ninth Corps. 11 

07 

Note. — ^The foregoing statement is made up of the reports of captured 
colors that had been received at this time. 

Two divisions of the Cavalry Corps and the Sixth Corps having been trans- 
ferred from the Army of the Potomac, it is not certainly known that all the 
eolors captured by these troops, prior to their transfer, are here reported. 



Statement showing the Number of Prieonere captured by the Army of the Pstomac^ during 
the OperaUonsfrom May 4, 1864, to November 1, 1864. 

From May 1 to May 12 7,078 

From May 12 to July 81 6,506 

^ From July 81 to August 81 * 678 

From August 31 to September 80 78 

From September 80 to October 81 1,188 

Total. 1 15,878 

Note. — ^The tabular statements here made are taken from unpvbliahed ma 
terial, kindly furnished me by a staff-officer of G^eneral Grant. 
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StaUmeiU tihovfing iJu Number itf Oung et^tured/rom the £n£tnifj dUo the Number o/* 
Om^ loet, dutiekg the Operatione of the Armfi cf the Poi&maey/rom May 4, 1864, to 
November 1, 1864. Tkiriif-two gwu foere oapUtred^ and twenty-Jhe gunM liety as 
fcUbwe: 



Dati. 



Ooan. 


KOHBBa. 


O^rt'd. 


LoM. 


Fifth. 


— 


2 


Beoond. 


— 


1 


Cayalry. 
Second. 
Ninth. 
Beoond. 


2 

20 

4 


4 


Cavalry. 


— 


8 


Second. 
Cavalry. 
Second. 
Second. 


4 
1 


7 
9 


Fifth. 


1 


— 


82 


26 



Maj 5 

" 10 

«* 11 

" 12 

JonelT 

" 22 



July 28 
*• 28 

Aug. 15 
•• 25 

Sept. 80 



Wilderness. 

South of the Po 

Biver. 
Yellow Tavern. 
Spottsylvania. 
Petersburg. 

Ditto. 

Reams' Station. 



Jones' Keck. 
Deep Bottom. 

Reanui' Station. 

Poplar Or. Ch. 



Winslow's battery "D," Firrt 

N. Y.ArtiUery. 
Brown's battery "B," First 

R. L Light Artillery. 



McKnight's Twelfth N. T. 

battery. 
Biaynadier's, "K," First U. S,, 

4; Fiuhugh's, "C" and 

" E," 4. 

Denison's, " A," Second IT. S. 

Sleeper's Tenth Mass. hatt., 4 : 
McKnight's, Twelfth N. Y.,1. 



WhUe thus we leave the armies around the rebel capital in 
winter-quarters, and Grant in his little wooden hut at City 
Point, it becomes necessary to cast a glance around the hori- 
zon, and note the work Which was done, and which was to be 
done, elsewhere. In the biography of any other general, this 
would be only an incidental mention ; but it must be remem- 
bered, that although Grant had his headquarters with the 
Army of the Potomac, he had the entire control of all the 
armies in the field, and his plans were formed with reference 
to the combined movements of all the armies. 
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CHAPTER XXXVn. 

OTHER PABTB OF 'i 'hk GREIAT THEATBE. 

BncsMAV.— HooB moymb nrro TurmflOBS. — OsxanuL Thomas.— GxnEBAL Hom>.— 
MoBiLB. — ^Pbios dtyadbs Muflouxi.— To Wtthetills and Saltvills. 

8HEBMAN. 

It is not witbin otir scope to give a detailed acconnt of the 
doings of this illnstrious general. They constitute a special 
theme, and are elsewhere written. We shall only present the 
ontUne. 

Moving from Chattanooga, with the three armies of the 
Oumberland, the Tennessee, and the Ohio (commanded, re- 
spectively, by Generals Thomas, McPherson, and Schofield), 
he marched upon Johnston at Dalton ; and when that com- 
mander fell back upon the strong position of Buzzard's Boost, 
Sherman, moving forward with Thomas and SchofieliJ in front, 
turned the position by sending McPherson to Snake Gap. 
Johnston fell back to Besaca ; and after a desperate battle 
there, retreated to Cassville, and across the Etowah Biver. 
After a rest, Sherman moved to Dallas, and thus turned the 
Allitoona Pass. After several fierce battles near New Hope 
Church, in the neighborhood of Dallas, Johnston retreated to 
Kenesaw, Pine Hill, and Lost mormtains, where he strongly 
intrenched himself. Once more Shermdn moved by the right 
flank ; and Johnston crossed the Chattahoochee, eventually 
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falling back npon Atlanta. Here, dissatisfied with the tactics 
of Johnston, the rebel authorities jelieved him, and placed 
Hood in command. At this point,, a furioiis battle ensned, in 
which General McPherson was killed, and his army tempo- 
rarily commanded by General Logan, until Howard was 
assigned to the command. 

But Hood's fierceness met no better fate than Johnston's 
retreating tactics. Sherman makes a flank movement by the 
right, on the Montgomery and Macon Kailroad, and Hood has 
no alternative but to retire from Atlanta, which was at once 
occupied by General Slocum, with the Twentieth Corps, on 
the 2d of September. Sherman spends some time in refitting 
at Atlanta, and preparing for a new move, while the enemy, 
seemingly now purposeless, moves round to the north to 
cut the communications, which Sherman was preparing to 
abandon. 

Amazed at Hood's folly in leaving the south utterly de- 
fenceless, Sherman did not waste much time in following and 
driving his army before him ; but, making his arrangements 
to leave Thomas to protect Tennessee *and take Hood in 
charge, he sets out on that magnificent march soirkhward, 
which has no parallel in our history. Detaching the Fourth 
Corps, under Stanley, and the Twenty-third, under Schofield, 
to Thomas, he begins his movement on Savannah on the 14th 
of November, threatening Augusta and Macon as he ad- 
vances, and finding no enemy to oppose him in that " grand 
gajilop through Georgia." Never had the people so lost their 
confidence in the Confederate government as now. Their cry 
of agony *was fierce and bitter. Passing around the City of 
Savannah, he stormed Port McAllister, while Beauregard 
and Hardee were only too glad to escape with the garrison 
of the city. 

Leaving the thread of Sherman's movements for future 
consideration, let us now look at Hood. 
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HOOD ICOTES INTO TENNESSEE. 

The Confederate commander, a gallant soldier but an iln- 
skilful general, breaks up his encampments at Tuscnmbia 
and Florence, and marches northward upon a Toad which 
leads him to swift destruction. Of this movement General 
Grant says, with simple, but severe criticism : " Hood, instead 
of following Sherman^ continued his move northward, which 
seemed to me to be leading to his certain doom. At aU 
events, had I had the power to command both armies, I 
should not have changed the orders under which he seemed 
to be acting." Our observing corps, under Schofield, which 
had been watching his advance, now retire rapidly before 
bim. Hood comes on so fast that it becomes necessary to 
fight a battle at Franklin, in order to get our trains across 
the Big Harpeth Eiver and into Nashville. The battle of 
Franklin was skilfuUy fought by Schofield on the 30th of 
November, our lines being drawn up in semi-circular form, 
with both flanks resting on the river. All Hood's attacks 
were repulsed, and Schofield did not faU back imtil after he 
had accomplished his purpose, and the trains were secure. 
The rebel loss was six thousand ; ours, two thousand three 
hundred. He had six general officers killed, six wounded, 
and one captured. Of this battle, General Grant speaks as 
follows: "This was the first serious opposition the enemy 
met with, and, I am satisfied, was the fatal blow to all his 
expectations. During the night. General Schofield fell back 
towards Nashville ; this left the field to the enemy — ^not lost 
by battle, but voluntarily abandoned, so -that General 
Thomas's whole force might be brought together." 

Hood now advanced upon Nashville^ and drew his lines 
around the city, but was no sooner in position than Thomas 
attacked, broke his lines, and, in a battle which lasted two 
days, defeated and routed him, capturing nearly all his artil- 
lery, and a large number of prisoners, and driving him south- 
ward, a disorganized mass of stragglers rather than an army. 
He had come into Tennessee with fifty thousand men, impa- 
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tient for action and certain of victory. He left it with less 
than twenty-five thousand, never again to have any value or 
status as an army in the field. 



GENERAL THOMAS. 

} 

General Grant had felt greatly concerned at this bold ad- 
vance of Hood, and feared that Thomas was postponing too 
late the auspicious moment to check and hurl it back. His 
' views at this time, and the great satisfaction which he experi- 
enced at the result, we will pr^ent in his own words : 

" Before the battle of NaeihTille, I grew Teiy impatient over, as it appeared 
to me, the unnecessary delay. This impalienoe was increased upon leamin^r 
that the enemy had sent a force of cavalry across the Cumberland into Ken- 
tucky. I feared Hood would cross his whole army, and give us great trouble 
there. After urging upon General Thomas the necessity of immediately as- 
suming the offensive, I started west to superintend matters there in person. 
Reaching Washington City, I received General Thomas's dispatch itanouncing^ 
his attack upon the enemy, and the result, as £ar as the battle had progressed. 
I was delighted. All my fears and apprehensions were dispelled. I anf not 
yet satisfied but that General Thomas, immediatdy upon the appearance oi 
Hood before Nashville, and before he had time to fortify, should have moved 
out with his whole force and given him battle, instead of waiting to remount 
his cavalry, which delayed him xmtil the inclemency of the weather made it 
impracticable to attack earlier than he did. But his final defeat of Hood was so 
complete, that it will be accepted as a vindication of that distingoished ofiloer's 
Judgment." * 

The battle of Nashville did more than vindicate the judg- 
ment of Thomas ; it' set an additional seal to his reputation, 
as a cool, determined, and far-seeing general Without 
evinciDg that electric briUiancy which characterizes generals 
of the first historic class, he stands high among those solid, 
rock-like men who shine most in dark hours, and who earn 
laurels in periods when they would often be lost by more 
brilliant men. He was appointed major-general in the regu- 
lar army, to rank as such from the 15th day of December — 
the date of his success at Nashville. 
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GENERAL HOOD. 

Entirely apart from political considerations^ it becomes 
eyery soldier to speak with pity and respect of his antagonist 
Hood, i^e was brave, devoted, and self-sacrificing; and if^ 
in his own language, he was " responsible for the conception 
of that campaign/' we believe it is equally true that he 
" strove hard to do his duty in its execution." He had lost 
the use of an arm at Gettysburg, and had lost a leg at the 
battle of Chickamauga. But the militaiy critic must share 
' the opinion of the lieutenant-general, and find him guilty of 
violating one of the first maxims of warfare, by " doing what 
his enemy wanted him to do." Such men are invaluable 
when controlled, but should never be placed in chief com* 
mand. 

It is not deemed necessary in this summary of the actions, 
within the vast theatre controlled by the Heutenant-general, 
to dwell upon the minor operations, except so* far as they 
bear upon the strategy of the war. Among these are to be 
classed the merciless raids of Forrest, cutting our communi- 
cations between the East and West. He was brought to ^s 
bearings at Tupelo, on the 14th of July, by A. J. Smith. 
He was driven from Paducah by General Hicks ; and he re- 
ceived the surrender of Fort Pillow, to perpetrate one of the 
most inhuman massacres recorded in military history — the 
murder of helpless prisoners, white and black, after they had 
surrendered in good faith. 

MOBHJ!. 

We must now turn for a moment to glance at the condition 
of affairs at Mobile. General Canby had been placed in 
command of the miUtarji division west of the Pacific. In the 
latter part of July, Admiral Farragut projected an attack 
upon the forts at the entrance of Mobile Bay, and with h\m 
was sent, from Canby's department, a land force under Gen- 
eral Gordon Granger. We have not space in which to teU 
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the brilliant story which has given such lustre to the name of 
Farragut. Fort Gaines surrendered on the 8th of August, 
and Fort Powell, on the island opposite, was blown up on the 
9th. Fort Morgan, on the opposite side of the chief entrance, 
was at once invested by the land troops, and surrendered on 
the- 23d. The captures were fourteen hundred and sixty-five 
prisoners, and one hundred and four guns. 

PBICE INVADES MISSOURI. 

Let us turn now a hurried glance to another prominent por- 
tion of the field. Near the end of August, the rebel General 
Price had collected at Jackson Post a force of ten thousand 
men, to invade Missouri, which was in command of General 
Rosecrans, with an adequate force to defend it. Price ad- 
vanced rapidly to the attack of Pilot Knob, and forced the 
garrison to retreat ; but such temerity and foolhardiness 
could not long go unpunished. 

General Cui-tis collected such forces as he could to prevent 
his invasion of Kansas, while Pleasonton, with the cavalry of 
Kosecrans, moved rapidly in his rear. The result was not 
doubtful. Compelled to fight on the Big Blue River, Price 
was defeated with a loss of his trains and artillery, and fled 
ingloriously into Northern Arkansas. Although gratified 
with the result. Grant was not satisfied with the handling of 
the troops. He says in his report : " The impunity with 
which Price was enabled to roam over the State of Missoui-i, 
and the incalcuable mischief done by him, show to how little 
purjiose a superior force may be used. There is no reasoii 
why Genera,l Rosecrans should not have concentrated his for- 
ces and whipped Price before the latter reached Pilot Knob." 

On the 24th of September, Forrest took Athens in Ten- 
nessee, and from that point proceedW to Huntsville, which 
he summoned twice, but it refused to surrender. He then re- 
turned to Athens, which had been reoccupied by our troops, 
and summoned it, but with no greater success. , 
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TO WTTHEYILLB AND SALTYILLB. 

An expedition of General Borbridge to SaltviUe, in Yir- 
ginia, having been successful, the rebel General Breckinridge 
entered East Tennessee and attacked Gillem at Morristown, 
and captured his artillery and a number of prisoners. Just 
at this juncture, General Stoneman, uniting the commands of 
Burbridge and Gillem, near Bean's Station, proceeded to 
operate against Breckinridge, and also proposed to destroy 
the salt-works* at Saltville, and the railroad into Virginia as 
far as possible. * This expedition was eminently successful. 
Stoneman defeated Vaughn, of Breckinridge's command, on 
the 16th of December, at Marion ; destroyed Wytheville and 
the lead-works ; and pushed on to Saltville, where he broke 
up the salt-works. He liien returned General Burbridge to 
Ijexington, and General Gillem to KnoxviUe, 
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CHAPTER XXXYin. 

FOBT PISHEB. 
Turn iBoope lahd.^Tbx bovbasdioiit aitd ABaxuLT.— Ooiofian.— Wiumi«nnr 



Wb come now to the consideration of a very important 
movement, in which Grant was more immediately interested 
than in those jnst referred to — ^the combined moyement of the 
fleet and army to capture the strong works which defended 
the entrance, by the Cape Fear Biver, to Wilmington. This 
city was by far the most valuable of the few seaports yet left 
to the enemy ; — a snug harbor for blockade-runners, which 
carried in those articles of vital need to the Confederacy, and 
paid themselves liberally with the cotton which they brought 
out. Its strategic value was the greater because our navy 
could not seal it by a blockade. It was necessary to gain 
possession of a long strip of land north of New Inlet, and 
endiQg at Federal Point. Upon this the chief work was Fort 
Fisher, which presented a strong front to the sea, joining with 
another which looked northward. To take this, land troops 
were necessary, and these the lieutenant-general provided as 
soon as they were asked for. Admiral Porter had collected 
in Hampton Beads the largest flotilla ever assembled for an 
assault on a single point. Universal attention was attracted 
to it, and with that freedom of speech, which all the terrors of 
a military law could not curtail, journals at the North gave 
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fall publicity to the army of the South concerning its purpose. 
The enemy was thus enabled to strengthen his lines of de- 
fence to their utmost. On this account, the movement was 
postponed until the latter part of November. When all 
things were in readiness, Grant was called upon for an ade- 
quate force, which the winter inaction of the armies' opera- 
ting against Bichmond enabled him to provide. 

The lieutenant-general went in person to Hampton Boads 
with General Butler, from whose department the troops were 
to be taken, to confer with Admiral Porter. In that confer- 
ence it was determined that a force of six thousand five hun- 
dred men would be sufficient; and as it was believed that 
Bragg had gone to Georgia, with the troops from Wilmington, 
to make head against Sherman, Grant and Porter were very 
anxious that the purpose of the exjpedition' should be effected 
before he could return. The arrangements for the embarka- 
tion of the troops were confided to General Butler, but Gen- 
eral Weitzel was designated as commander of the expedition. 
The following are Grant's instructions to Butler : 

City Point, Va., December 6, 1864. 

GE27ERAL-— The first object of the expedition under General Wdtzel, is to 
cloee to the enemj the port of Wilmington. If.succeasfal in this, the second 
will be to capture Wilmington itself. There are reasonable grounds to 
hope for success, if advantage can be taken of the absence of the greater part of 
the enemy's forces now looking after Sherman in Georgia. The directions you 
have giyen for the numbers and equipment of the expedition are all right, ex- 
cept in the unimportant matter of where they embark and the amount of in- 
trenching tools to be taken. The object of the expedition will be gained by 
efifecting a landing on the main land between Cape Fear River and the 
Atlantic, north of the north entrance to the river. Should such landing be ef- 
fected whilst the enemy stUl holds Fort Fisher and the batteries guarding the 
entrance to the river, then the troops should intrench themselves, and by co- 
operating with the navy, efifect the reduction and capture of those places. 
These in our hands, the navy could enter the harbor, and the port of Wilming- 
ton would be sealed. Should Fort Fisher and the point of land on which it is 
built fall into the hands of our troops immediately on landing, then it will be 
worth the attempt to capture Wilmington by a forced march and surprise. If 
time is oonsiimed in gaining the first object of the expedition, the second will 
become a matter of after oonaderation. gitized by CjOOQ 1 
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The details for ezecation are intrusted to you and the officer imme^steij in 
command of the troops. 

Should the troops nnder General Weitael &fl to elfect a limding at or near 
Fort Fisher, thej will be letanied to the irmies operating against Richmond 
vithoat delay. 

U. S. QnxsT, lieatenant^JeneraL 
MAJOB-GiuraiiAL B. F. Butler. 



It may here be stated, on the authority of General Grant's 
report, that the instructions thus sent by courtesy to General 
Butler, or some of thenj at least, did not reach General Weit- 
2el; nor did that officer know of their existence until Gen- 
eral Butler published his report, after the failure of the expe- 
dition. It further appears Grant did not intend Butler to go 
in command. On this point he says, in his testimony before 
the Joint Committee on .the Conduct of the War, — "Then 
(as they sailed down the river) was the first that I ever 
dreamed of his going with the expedition. He knew that it 
was not intended that he should go." 

Several days were still occupied in putting the powder-boat 
in order. Time was very valuable, and Grant became impa- 
tient. At length, on the 13th December, the transport fleet 
was under way, and, on the 15th, in the evening, arrived off 
New Inlet, near Fort Fisher ; but without a proper arrange- 
ment of time with the navy, for Porter, being obliged to put 
into Beaufort to get ammunition for the monitors, his fleet did 
not arrive off Fort Fisher until the evening of the 18th. An- 
other vexatious delay now occurred. The transports were 
declared to be out of coal and water ; they must go back to 
Beaufort for these. At length, on the morning of the 24th, 
they reached the rendezvous. But, before the arrival of 
Butler, the powder-boat was taken in and exploded, with no 
results whatever. She had been brought around from Nor- 
folk in tow of the Sassacus ; her dangerous lading had been 
adjusted at Beaufort ; she had been placed under the command 
of one of the coolest and most intrepid officers of the navy — 
Commander A. C. Bhind ; had been deftly carried in in the 
track of a blockade-runner ; had been anchored two hundred 
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yards from the beach, and four hundred yards from the fort, 
and skilfrilly exploded, and " nobody hurt." 

THE TBOOPS LAND. 

On the 25th the landing of the troops commenced, above 
Fort Fisher, and a reconnoissance was at once pushed towards 
the works. The opinion of General Weitzel was adverse to an 
immediate assault f and without waiting to learn the effect of 
the naval bombardment, and without landing in person to see 
i;he position of affairs for himself, Butler re-embarked his 
ti'oops, and returned to Hampton Boads, to the utter surprise 
of General Grant, as well as of most of the officers of the 
expedition, for the order had been explicit that the troops 
should intrench themselves, although the enemy should hold 
Fort Fisher and the batteries guarding the entrance. 

"Without entering further into the controversy, we may say, 
that there were two men who were not inclined to abandon 
the project without further examination: these were Grant 
and Porter ;. and both were 6tung by the exultation of the 
rebels at our voluntary and unnecessary retreat. 

The admiral still lay off the fort, and wrote to Grant for an- 
other leader, to bring the same number of troops, with whose 
co-operation he was certain of success. Grant now selected 
(Jeneral Alfred H. Terry to lead the expedition, and sent down 
with him the same force which Butler had taken, adding only 
one small brigade, and, as a precaution, a small siege-train, 
which, however, it was not found necessary to land. The 
troops were principally Ames's division, of the Twenty-fourth 
Corps ; Terry's First division, now commanded by Hawley ; 
and Paine's (colored) division of the Twenty-fifth. The same 
chief-engineer. Colonel (now General) C. B. Comstock, accom- 
panied the expedition, the fortune of which was to sit in 
judgment on the former one. 

Grant communicated direct to the commander of the expe- 
dition the following instructions : 

• Weitsd's opLoion, as to ftn immediate attack, was eoncarred in hj most of the sapeiior 
officers, and the committee hold tbat Butler was Jiiaiifled in not ordering the attack. 
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CiTT PoDTT, Va., January 8, 1865. 

GEinsRAL -The expedition introsted to your oommand has been fitted €mi 
to renew the attempt to capture Fort Fisher, N. C, and Wilmington, ulti- 
mately, if the fort £EkIl8. Yon niill then proceed, with as little delay as pos- 
sible, to the naval fleet lying off Cai>e Fear Biver, and report the arrival of 
yourself and oommand to Admiral, D. D. Porter, commanding North Atlantic 
Blockading Squadron. It is exceedingly desirable that the most complete 
nnderstanding shonld exist between yourself and the naval commander. I 
suggest, therefore, that you consult with Admiral Porter freely, and get from 
him the part to be perfonned by each branch of the public service, so that theie 
may be unity of action. It would be well to have the whole programme laid 
down in writing. I have served with Admiral Porter, and know that yon caxk- 
rely on his judgment and his nerve to undertake what he proposes. I would, 
therefore, defer to him as much as is oonsiBtent with your own responsibililaea 
The first object to be attained is, to get a firm position cm the spit of }aad on 
which Fort Fisher is built, from which you can operate against that fort Ton 
want to look to the practicability of receiving your supplies, and to defending 
yourself against superior forces sent against you by any of the avenues left 
open to the enemy. If such a position can be obtained, the siege of Fort Fisher 
will not be abandoned until its reduction is accomplidied, or another plan of 
campaign is ordered from these headquarters. 

My own views are, that if you effect a landing, the navy ought to run a 
portion of their fleet into Gape Fear River, whilst the balance of it operates on 
the outside. Land forces cannot invest Fort Fisher, or cut it off from supplies 
or reinforcements whilst the river is in possession of the enemy. 

A siege-train will be loaded on vessels, and sent to Fort Monroe, in readiness 
to be sent to you if required. All otiier supplies can be drawn from Beaufort as 
you need them. 

Keep the fleet of vessels with you i^ktil your position is assured. When 
you find they can be spared, order them back, or such of them as you can 
spare, to Fort Monroe, to report for orders. 

In case of failure to effect a landing, bring your command back to Beaufort, 
and report to tiiese headquarters for further instructions. You will not debark 
at Beaufort until so directed. ^ 

General Sheridan has been ordered to send a division of troops to Baltimore, 
and place them on seargoing vessels. These troops will be brought to Fort 
Monroe, and kept there on the vessels until you are heard from. Shoiild you 
require them, they will be sent to yoo. 

U. S. GiUKT, lieutenant-General. 

Bbxvst Major-Ovnxbal a. U. Txrbt. 

This new expedition sailed from Fortress Monroe on the 
6th of January, and was at Beaufort on the 8th. Owing to 
stress of weather, it did not rendezvous off the fort until the 
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evening of thB 12th. The troops were landed on the 13th and 
14thy and, on the 14th, a strong reconnoissance was pushed 
forward to within five hundred yards of Fort Fisher, along the 
northeastern or land front. There was entire harmony be- 
tween Porter and Terry, — a fact which the admiral afterwards 
published to the world in a letter, speaking of the commander 
of the land forces in terms of unmeasured, but merited eulo- 
gimu. After an arrangement between these officers, the navy 
moved to a new bombardment, while Terry prepared his col- 
umns of attack. 

THE BOMBABDHENT AND ASSAULT. 

The fleet moved up to its work in three grand divisions, 
called the inner, middle, and outer colimms ; while the iron- 
clads ranged in a distinct colunm directly under the guns of 
the fori ^ The bombardment began at a quarter before seven 
on the 15th, and continued until early afternoon, when the 
guns of the fort were silenced. Under cover of this fire, edx- 
teen hundred sailors and marines were landed, under the 
command of Meet-Captain Breese, to attack the eastern or sea 
front, while the storming party of land troops consisted of the 
brigades of Curtis, Pennypacker, and BelL The rebel Qen- 
eral Hoke, in our rear, towards Wilmington, with five thou- 
sand men, was held in check by Abbot's brigade, which had 
not been with the' former expedition, and Paine's division of 
colored troops. The fire of the fleet was now deflected from 
the points of attack, and at a given signal, at half-past three 
o'clock, the stormers rushed to the assault. The fort was 
held by about two thousand five hundred men, and the north- 
em front was filled with traverses. The rush of the sailors 
was so gallantly made, that for a brief space the enemy 
thought it the <^ef attack.- They were soon undeceived. 
Terry's assaulting column, under Ames, broke down the 
already weakened palisades with axes, and were soon on the 
western part of the northern parapet ; and although the ene- 
my fought with great valor, the stormers swept in, followed 
by the reserves, and in a few minutes the fort was ours, with 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



414 GRANT AND HIB CAMPAIQNa 

all its garrison and equipage. The naxal column, under Cap- 
tain Breese, although it failed to enter the work, did effectiTe 
service as a diversion, and thus aided in producing the result. 
Terry's loss was one hundred and ten killed, and five hundred 
and thirty-six wounded. The navy lost three hundred and 
nine in killed and wounded. All this t^as on the 15th. On 
the 16th and 17th the enemy blew up Fort Ccuswell at the 
lower entrance, and Bald Head Battery opposite was taken, 
and thus we were in undisputed possession ef both entrances 
by the Cape Fear Biver to "Wilmington. 

On the 7th of January, Butler was relieved at Grant's 
request, and ordered to report at Lowell, Massachusetts. 
General Qrd superseded him in command of the department. 

COMMENTS. 

The actions which resulted in the capture of Fort Fisher 
have given rise to much controversy, and a weary stretch of 
correspoi^dence. When Butler was relieved, he said, in his 
farewell order : " I have refused to order the useless sacrifice 
of the lives of such soldiers, and am relieve from my com* 
mand;" a Parthian shot, which failed to hit, ''for want of 
strength in the bow." Butler's fault did not lie in not 
ordering the attack, but in not landing' and intrenching, 
and making ready for a more auspicious moment The as- 
sertion of the Admiral that ''the batteries of the fort were 
silenced completely/' was made upon reports which did not 
stand the test of full examination. The committee report — 
" In the case of the first expedition, the bombardment by the 
fleet does not seem to have seriously impaired the efficiency of 
the fort. But few of the guns were injured, and the garrison 
seems to have suffered but small loss." Again, Porter says : 
*' General Weit2el in person was making observations about 
six hundred yards off, and the troops were in and around the 
works. One gallapt officer, whose name I do not know, went on 
the parapet and brought away the rebel flag we had knocked 
down. A soldier went into the works and lecU out fk horse, 
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killing the orderly mounted oi\ him, and taking Us dis-- 
patches from the body. Another soldier fired his mnsket 
into the bomb-proof among the rebels, and eight or ten 
others who had ventured near the forts were wonnded b j oar 
shells.'* 

To these statements. General Weitzel answers, in his tes- 
timony, ** The fact that one man or fifty men of an assaulting 
column get inside an enemy's works, is no evidence whatever 
of success." And ^ven as to the statements themselves there 
may be a reasonable doubt, as there was great excitement, 
and, ahnost necessarily, accompanying exaggeration, xmder 
the effects of which Butler wrote a letter to Porter, from 
which we make the following quotation : 

"Qeneral Wdtiel adyanced his Bkirmiah line within fifty yurdB of the fort 
while the ganison waa kept in their bomb-proof by the fire of the uvry, and bo 
cloeely that three or four men of the picket-line ventored upon the parapet 
and through the sallj-poFt of the work, capturing a horse, which they brought 
off, killing the orderly, who waB the bearer of a dispatch from chief of artillery 
of General Whiting to bring a light battery within the fort, and alao bionght 
away ftom the parapet the flag of the ffaort." 

To which Porter replied as follows : 

" I have ordered the largest veflBels to proceed off Beaufort, and fill op with 
ammunition, to be ready for another attack in caae it ia decided to proceed 
with tills matter by making other arrangements. 

** We have not commenced firing rapidly yet, and could keep any rebels inside 
from showing their heads until an assaulting column was within twenty yards 
of the works. 

"IvMi tome more of your gaUoTUfiiUawJuid followed the officer uiho took ike 
flag from the parapet, and the brave feUoto who brought the hone otUftwn the fort, 
. I think they wotdd have found it an easier conquest than is supposed. 

"I do not, however, pretend to place my opinion in opposition to General 
Weitzel. whom I know to be an accomplished soldier and engineer, and whose 
opinion has great weight with me." 

The following letter will give Grant's view of the affair : 

HlADQUABTKRa ARlCIXa OF THB UNITSn StATKS, 

Cmr PoiMT, Vs., Jaiinary 7, 1865, 

To avoid jmblidty of the time of sailing and destination of the expedition 

against Fort Fisher, my orders to General Butler to prepare it were given ver« 

bally, and the instmctions to the commanding officer of the exjxxlition were 

o I 
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mode bf Um and sabioiUed to me. I append to H^ leport a oop^ of Qeaeral 
BuiLer'e in^tractionB to General Weitael, together with copies of mj dispatches 
and instructioivi to General Butler, relating to the expedition. It will be jjer- 
eeived that it was neyer contemplated that General Butler ahould aooompanj 
the expedition, lSa% HuX Mijor-Geneial Weitiel tnui eapedalljr named as the 
commander of it 

^J hopea* of sifopew leatod entirely on ouz ability to capture For^ Fiaher, 
and, I had even a hope of getting Wilmington before the enemy oould get 
troope there to oppose us. ^ knew tliat the enemy had taken nearly the entiro 
garrison of Wilmington and its dependencies to oppose Sherman. I am in* 
dined to ascribe the delay which has cost os so dearly to an experuneni. I 
^fnr to tKe explf^alan of goapovdeif in the open air. 

Id^.di^patcho^ to Qener^ Bi^tler will show }d» report to )>e in error, where 

he states tl^it he returned, after having effected a landing, in obedience to my 

instructions. On the contrary, these instructipns contemplated no withdrawal 

or a fiulnre after a landing was made. 

U. S. Gbant, Lieutenant-GeneraL 

The lieutenani-geHeral has published 4 report on this sub- 
ject, giving the orders and facts, from which it is unnecessary to 
draw. The success of the second attempt is the severed 
comment upon the sudden withdrawal of the* first expedition. 
Words can never destroy, nor are they needed to substan- 
tiatof glaring facts. The court of inquiry upon Butler sat 
around Fort Fisher ; Porter was the president and Tejry the 
chief member, and the witnesses, every man, on land and 
fleet, that bore part in the action. 

It is due to General Weitzel's opinion to record Whi- 
ting's testimony, as taken down just before his death* In 
answer to the question, whether it was possible with 6,000 
men to have taken fhe work — at that time — ^by assault, he 
says: "Ppssible, yes; probable, no." The work was very 
strong, the garrison in good spirits and ready, and the fire 
on the approaches (the assaulting column having no cover) 
would have been extraordinarily heavy. 



WILBOKOTON FALU. 

The moTement upon Wilmington was at onoe begun. 
Terry's force was not large enough to storm or flank the 
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outer defences ; and so moving up close to the rebel works, he 
waited for re-enforcements under Schofield, who had been 
detached bj the lieutenant-general from Thomas's command 
after the battle of Nashville. Schofield came up on the 15th 
of Februaijy and assumed command. On the 16th, at night- 
&11, he moved Cox's division across to Smithville and up the 
right bank of the Cape Fear Biver, to take Fort Anderson in 
rear, while Porter enfiladed it with iron-clads. On the 18th 
our lines were strengthened for an assault, which the enemy 
saved us the trouble of making, by evacuating the works on 
the 19th at dawn. Cox pushed forward across Brunswick 
Biver to Eagle Island, thus flanking the peninsula defences, 
and, on the evening of the 21st, the enemy, burning his cotton, 
resin, and supplies, evacuated the city of Wilmington. Our 
troops entered on the morning of the 22d, having lost not 
more than two himdred and ^ty men since the fall of Fort 
Fisher. Another word-sentence of terrible import was thus 
written : the handwiitin({ on the wall was nearly completed. 

18* 
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CHAPTEB XXXIX. 



OONOEirrRATION. 



Plans ov Shxbkak.— Maboh ; tb« 0T]u.tsqio vsms.— Fost Stsadxait.— Shxsi- 
dan's oband haboh.— Shxbmav^s TI8IT.— Ths xoyxxsmt to ths vxrr, 

. When Thomas had been ordered to send Schofield east. 
Grant also directed him to send A. J. Smith's corps and a 
cavaby division to Canby, for service in Northern Alabama 
and Mississippi. 

North Carolina had now become a field of great prospective 
interest, and Grant constituted it a distinct military depart- 
ment, of virhich he gave Schofield the command. His orders 
to Schofield are here given in extenso. 

Cm Point, Va., JaDaarj 81, 1865. 
General — .... Tour movements are intended as co-operative 
with Sherman's through the States of South and North Carolina. The first 
point to he attained is to secure Wilmington. Goldshoro' will then be your 
ohjective point, moving ather from Wilmington or Newbern, or both, as yoa 
deem best. Should you not be able to reach Goldshoro', you will advance on 
thn line or lines of railway connecting that place with the seacoast, as near to 
it as you can, building the road behind you. The enterprise under you has two 
objects : the first is to give Sherman material aid, if needed, in his march 
north ; the second, to open a base of supplies for hiWon his line of march. As 
soon, therefore, as you can determine which of the two points, Wilmington or 
Newbem, you can best use for throwing supplies from, to the interior, yoa 
will commence the accumulation of twenty days' rations and forage for sixty 
thousand men and twenty thousand animals. You will get of these as many 
as you can house and protect to such point in the interior as you may be able 
to occupy. I believe General Palmer has received some instructicHis direct 
from General Sherman on the subject of securing supplies for his army. You 
can leom what steps he has taken, and be governed in your requidtions 
accordingly. A supply of ordnance stores wiU also be necessary. 
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• 

Make all leqtdsitions upon the chiefe of their reipective departments in the 
field with me at Citjr Point. Communicate with me by every opportunity, and 
Bhoold you deem it neceeBaiy at any time, send a special boat to Fortress Mon- 
roe, from which point you can oommunicate by telegraph. 

The supplies referred to in these instructions are exclusive of^hose required 
for your own command. 

The movements of the enemy may justify you, or even make it your im- 
perative duty, to cut loose from your base, and strike for the interior to aid 
Sherman. In such case, you will act on your own judgment, without waiting 
for instructions. You will report, however, what you propose doing. The de- 
tails for carrying out these instructions are necessarily left to you. I would 
urge, however, if I did not know that you are already fiilly alive to the import- 
ance of it, prompt action. Sherman may be looked for in the neighborhood 
of Goldsboro' any time from the 22d to the 28th of Febl>uary. This limits your 
time very materially. 

If rolling-stock is not secured in the capture of Wilmington, it can be sup- 
plied from Washington. A large force of railroad-men has already been sent 
to Beaufort, and other mechanics will go to Fort Fisher in a day or two. On 
this point I have informed you by telegraph. 

U. S. Gbaitt, Lieutenant-General. 
Majob-Genxral J. M. Sohofiklo. 

PLANS OF SHEBMAN. 

When Sherman had established himself at Savannah, it 
became a question of immediate importance as to the next 
nse to be made of his army. The general plan was already 
indicated : he was to concentrate and co-operate with Grant ; 
but in what manner might this be best accompUshed? The 
first mode of answering this question which suggested itself to 
Grant, was to order him to take tra^isports and bring his 
army direct to City Point. But the Atlantic zone was almost 
free from rebel soldiers. Hood was so terribly beaten that his 
force could never seriously make head against any movement 
Sherman might propose. Besides, ocean transportation was 
scarce and miserable, and so Grant wrote countermanding his 
first letter, and asking for Sherman's views. With a piercing 
vision, blacked by a brave, self-reliant sotd, Sherman, ready to 
do whatever he was ordered, expressed a desire to move on 
Colimibia, South Carolina, and then to Ealeigh. He seemed, 
besides, so confident of his ability to march up with no im- 
pediment that he could not brush away, that Grant sent him 
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* • 

an order in. general terms, on the 28th of December, directiiig 

him to cany out his plans ; and in that way, to come np and 

join him before Richmond. Sherman was also informed that 

Schofield would march upon Goldsboro' to co-operate with 

him. Schofield had at Wilmington twenty-one thousand 

men, and there were eight thousand at Fort Fisher, and four 

thousand at Newbem, all of which were to move inland to 

join Sherman, should he succeed in marching up into North 

Carolina. 

In accordance with these plans, Schofield at once pushed 
forward two columns upon Goldsboro', one from Wilmington 
and the other from Newbem, taking in the latter the division 
of Oeneral Lmis Palmer, who had been in command there. 
Kinston was occupied, after a seyere battle, on the 14th of* 
February ; and after a rest, Goldsboro' was entered on the 
20th. 

Sherman's march northward to accomplish his part of the 
grand programme, was magnificent in the extreme. His 
army, spreading oyer a large surface wheneyer it marched, 
left Sayannah on the 1st of February, and, flankiug Charles- 
ton, entered Columbia on the 17th. Thence he moved on 
Goldsboro', by the way of Winsboro', Cheraw, and Fayette- 
ville, on the Cape Fear, and opened communication with' 
Schofield by the Cape Fear Biver, on the 12th of March. At 
Averysboro' the enemy, under Hardee, endeavored to impede 
his advance, and Sherman, fighting the battle in person, beat 
him and drove him away. Again, at Eentonville, the enemy 
attacked our advanced corps fiercely. At first we were driven 
back, but by the skilful management of Slocum, who com* 
manded the advance, the enemy could make no further im-^ 
pression upon our lines, and was forced to withdraw. The 
enemy were here commanded by General J. £. Johnston, 
whose first success is thus reported by (General Lee : 

" General /. E. Johnston reports tbat about five o'clock P. IL on the 10th 
instant, he attacked the enemj near Bentonville, routed him, and captured 
three guns. s 

" A mile in the rear he rallied on fresh troops^ but was forced back slowlj 
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ontil liz P. IL, when, receiving more troops, he apparentlj assumed the ofibn- 
nre, which was lesistod without difficulty until dxvrk/' 

But sach little dashes at our advance were of no value to 
the rebels, and of very little effect on us. The grand plan 
went on almost unimpeded, and Sherman joined Schofield at 
Goldsboro', marching in ihe Armies of Tennessee and Georgia 
on the 23d and 24th of March. There his troops — ^not wearied, 
but wanting clothing, shoes, and supplies — were halted, while 
these were brought up from the coast ; and in the mean 
time, Sherman, feeling that the* end was near, set out for a 
brief visit to' City Point, where he met in conference the lieu- 
tenant-general, Mr. Lincoln, and other officers. The inter- 
view was very brief. He returned to Goldsboro' on the 30th. 

"We must here introduce the detailed instructions of Grant 
to General Thomas, indicating his cast in the great drama 
which was now in its last act : 

Cmr Point, Va., February U, 1865. 

General Canbj is preparing a movement from Mobile Bay against 'Mobile 
and the interior of Alabama. His force will conaiat of about twenty thousand 
men, beddes A. J. Smith's command. The cavalry you haye sent to Canby 
will be debarked at Vicksburg. It, with the available cavalry already in that 
section, will move from there eastward in cooperation. Hood's army has been 
terribly reduced by the severe punishment you gave it in Tennessee, by deser* 
tion consequent upon their defeat, and now by the withdrawal of many of them 
to oppoee Sherman. (I take it a large portion of the infantry has been so with- 
drawn. It is so asserted in the Richmond papers ; and a member of the rebel 
congress said, a few days aince, in a speech, that one-half of it had been brought 
to South Carolina to oppose Sherman.) lliis being true, or even if it is not 
true, Canby's movement will attract all the attention of the enemy, and leave 
an advance from your standpoint easy. I think it advisable, therefore, that 
you prepare as much of a cavalry force as you can spare, and hold it in readi- 
ness to go south. The object would be threefold : First, to attract as much of 
the enemy's force as possible, to insure success to Canby ; &3cond, to destroy 
the enemy's line of oommunicalions and military resources ; thud, to destroy or 
capture their forces brought into the field. Tuscaloosa and Selma would prob- 
ably be the points to direct the expedition against. This, however, would not 
be so important as the mere fact of penetrating deep into Alabama. Discretion 
should be left to the officer commanding the expedition to go where, according 
to the information he may receive, he will best secure the objects named above. 
Now that your force has been so much depleted, I do not know what number 
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of men yon can pat into the field. If not more than five thousand men, bow 
ever, aU cavalrj^ I think it will be sufficient. It is not desirable that joa 
should start this expedition until the one leaving Vicksburg has been three or 
^ouj days out, or even a week. I do not know when it will start, but will 
fnfonn ypu by telegraph as soon as I learn. If you should hear through oth^r 
sources before hearing from me, you can act on the information received. 

To insure success, your cavalry should go with as little wagon-train as pos- 
sible, relying upon the country for supplies. I would also reduce the number 
of guns to a battery, or the number of batteries^ and put the extra teams to the 
guns taken. No guns or caissons should be taken with less than eight horses. 

Please inform me by telegraph, on receipt of this^ what force you think you 
will be able to send, under these directions. 

U. S. Gbant, Lieutenant-general. 
IL&JOK-QranatAL Gkorox H. Tboh±s. 
o» 

Leaving General Thomas to carry out these instructions, 
we must now go back a brief space in the chronological order, 
to cast a glance at the armies in front of Petersburg and 
Bichmond. We have spoken of winter inaction ; but this 
phrase must be understood only in a relative sense. In the 
first place, the weather and temperatm*e had much to do in 
forcing a rest upon the troops ; and besides, as has been now 
seen, the time must be spent by the lieutenant-general in 
bringing all his armies together, in concentration upon Bich- 
mond. But the inactivity was by no means unbroken. Many 
cavalry movements were made, to which we need not refer ; 
but on the 31st of January, an important demonstration was 
ordered to be made by the Army of the Potomac, to look 
again for the enemy's right flank, and threaten the Southside 
and Danville roads. Owing to preparations and the state of 
the weather, the army did not move, however, until the 5th of 
February. lu the mean time, an unintermitted cannonade 
was ordered along the rebel lines, to keep their troops in 
place and cover the intended movement. 

THE MOVEMENT TO THE liEFT. 

Gregg's cavalry, followed by the Fifth Corps, under Warren, 
and the Second, under Humphreys, were put in motion for 
Hatcher's Bun, with fom* days' rations and several batteries. 
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"While the cannonade was still in progress, the cavalry moved 
down the Jerusalem road to Reams' Station. Gregg met at 
Rowanty Creek a cavalry force, dismounted and behind breast- 
works,^ on the opposite side. These he dislodged, with the 
assistance of one infantry brigade of the Fifth Corps ; and 
thence h^ moved to Dinwiddle Courthouse, sending out scout- 
ing parties, one of which moved some distance imimpeded up 
the Boydton road. But he moved back the same night to 
Rowanty Creek. Humphreys, with two divisions, moved out. 
on the Yaughan road to the crossing of Hatcher's Run, and 
the brigade of De Trobriand was pushed across. The Fifth 
Corps marched out on the Halifax road, and crossed Rowanty 
Creek. This was the condition of things on Sunday night. 
On Monday, the 6th, Gregg bioved forward, finding it neces- 
sary to corduroy his way, on the Boydton and Vaughan roads. 
The Fifth and Second Corps were in position, the Second on 
the right; and the. Sixth and Ninth were moved westward, 
ready, in reserve, to aid the movement. Warren sent Craw- 
ford's division to occupy Dabney's mill ; but it was encoun- 
tered fiercely by Pegram, who was also reconnoitring, and 
who was at first compelled> to retire. The ground was miry^ 
and the undergrowth thick and tangled ; but Crawford pur- 
sued with energy, until Pegram, finding Evans' division com- 
ing to re-enforce him, halted and formed, and then, although 
assisted by Ayres, Crawford was compelled to fall back. The 
result is, that our foxces retire to their intrenched position 
along the Vaughan road and Hatcher's Run, where the 
enemy's impetuous advance is checked. On Wednesday, the 
8th, Crawford and Wheaton are again sent forward, but can 
effect nothing. 

But our Unes have been extended further westward, and we 
have a strong point of departure along the Vaughan road and 
the lower part of Hatcher's Run, when the last cry, " Up and 
at them," shall be uttered by the lieutenant-general. By the 
middle of February, the supply raih-oad from City Point was 
extended to the run, at the crossing of the Vaughan road, and 
the run held by a strong Federal force. 
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Sheridan's qbakb mabch. 

« In the long-desired and now rapidly increasing concentra- 
tion of the armies upon Bichmond, which should so encircle 
and inclose Lee as to force his final surrender, it was now the 
time for Sheridan to move southward. The rebels had virtu- 
ally abandoned the Shenandoah VaUey, and Grant determined 
to bring Sheridan down, to cut the westward communications 
with Richmond, and then either to join Sherman's force, pass- 
ing Bichmond on the west, to bring him to the Army of the 
Potomac, or to let him move bdck, covering the Valley. 
Which should be done, would depend much upon the circum- 
stances which would be developed on Sheridan's march. 
Grant, however, sent him the following letter of instructions, 
which looks to a junction with Sherman : 

City Ponrr, Va., February 20, 1866—1 p. x. 

GeneraIj — ^Ab Boon as it is possible to travel, I think yon will have no 
difficulty about reaching Lynchburg with a cavalry force alone. From there 
yon could destroy the railroad and canal in eveiy direction, so as to be 
of no further use to the rebellion. Sufficient cavalry should be left behind to 
look after Moseby's gang. From Lynchburg, if information you might get 
there would justify it, you could strike south, heading the streams in Viiginia 
to the westward of Danville, and push on and join Sherman. This additionai 
raid, with one now about starting firom East Tennessee, imder Stoneman, 
numbering four or five thousand cavalry ; one firom Vicksbuig, numbering seven 
or eight thousand cavalry ; one firom Eastport, Mississippi, numbering ten 
thousand cavalry ; Canby, from Mobile Bay, with about thirty-eight thousand 
mixed troops—these three latter pushing for Tuscaloosa, Selma, and Mont- 
gomery, and Sherman with a laige army eating out the vitals of South Carolina 
— ^is all that will be wanted to leave nothing for the rebellion to stand upon. I 
would advise you to overcome great obstades to accomplish this. Charleston 
was evacnated on Tuesday last 

U. S. Gbjjxt, lieutenant-General. 

MAroB-GXKXBAL P. H. SHEXmAV. 

In answer to Sheridan's question as to where Sherman was 
going, Grant could only reply, " It is doubtful, but I think 
he is going to FayetteviUe, on his way to Goldsboro'." He 
further stated, that when Sheridan should reach Lynchburg, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CONCENTRATION. ^5 

should he take that route, he would probably find Sherman 
moving upon Baleigh ; opinions, it may be now seen, that were 
correctly stated. Sheridan set out upon his march of alter- 
natives, leaving Winchester on the 27th of February. He 
had two cavalry divisions of about five thousand each. By a 
rapid march he saved the bridge across the Middle Fork at 
Mount Crawford, by arriving before the enemy couldT destroy 
it, on the 1st of March ; reached Staunton on the 2d, and 
pursued Early to his intrenchments at Waynesboro*. There, 
without waiting to reconnoitre, such was his momentum, he 
attacked at once, beat Early, took his works, sixteen hundred 
prisoners, eleven guns, two hundred wagons and teams, and 
seventeen battle-flags. The prisoners he sent back to Win- 
chester. 

The circle of the hqnt was now becoming smaller, and was 
bein^ rapidly reduced, as all the converging radii were 
shortened, to a single point. On the 3d of March, his force 
had reached Charlottesville, destroying the railroad and the 
bridge in its march. From that point, a detachment made a 
'complete* destruction of the railroad towards Bichmond, 
including the large iron bridge across the Eivanna Biver ; 
while his main body waited at Charlottesville two days. for 
the arrival of his trains. 

It was this delay, among other circumstances, which caused 
him to ab9.ndon l^e idea of going to Lynchburg, and thence 
to find Sherman ; and determined him to complete his work 
of destruction, and then either join Grant or return to Win- 
chester. At Charlottesville he divided his force into two 
columns. The first division moved upon Scottsville, which it 
reached on the morning of the 6th of March, and it marched 
up the James Biver to New Market, destroying every lock and 
large portions of the banks of the James Biver Canal. One 
part of this force also went to XhiguidsviUe, to secure the 
bridge, but the enemy had already burnt it. 

His second column proceeded down the raibroad towards 
Lynchburg, destroying it as far as Amherst Courthouse, 
sixteen miles from Lynchburg ; and from that point joined 
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the other colninn at New Market. At New Market, Sheri- 
dan would have crossed the river, in order to move rapidly 
southeast and strike the Sonthside road at Farmville, and 
destroy it towards Appomattox Courthouse; but the water 
was very highj and his ponton43ridge would not reach across, 
and as time was invaluable, he determined, instead of return- 
ing to Winchester, to strike at once for White House, on the 
Pamunkey, on. his way to join Grant. This the lieutenant- 
general says, was a fortunate choice, and subsequent events 
have most fully demonstrated that it was so. 

In pursuing this course, he marched from New Market, 
down the canal towards Bichmond, destroying the locks and 
banks as he went. On the 10th he was at Columbia, and 
while resting there for one day, he sent scouts to Grant re- 
questing that supplies should be dispatched to meet him at 
Whi.te House. This request Grant received on the 12th, and 
at once sent an infantry force to occupy White House, taking 
with them supphes to meet. Sheridan on his arrival. From 
Columbia he made a slight detour northward, thus threaten- 
ing Bichmond. He crossed the Annas near Ashland, and 
having destroyed the railroads completely, crossed to the left 
bank of the Pamunkey, to protect his march, and thus 
reached White House on the 19th. The raid had been grand ; 
the arrival was timely : there was work for Sheridan to do, 
which perhaps no other man could do as welL 

HABCH ; THE STBATEGIQ USHER. 

* The month of March had already been the witness of great 
combinations : it was to see greater things yet. Let us look 
for a moment at the condition of affairs. 

Interior lines were no longer valuable ; our masses were 
almost within communicating distance, and were much larger 
than the forces of the enemy. Grant's projects had been pro« 
phetic, and were now almost fulfilled. Lee was almost shut 
up by the Armies of the Potomac and the James. Johnston 
could only observe Sherman, without checking him. Early 
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and Hampton were no match for^fifliidan, who was^n^ at 
White House. Canbj had Dick T^^jf gfjg^^iaage, 
and was now moving on Mobile. TffiraiSSSBi^^nt two 
cavahry expeditions, one under Wilson into Northern Alabama, 
and the other nnder Stoneman from East Tennessee towards 
Lynchburg. Pope was prepjtring for a campaign against 
Eirby Smith and Price, west of the Mississippi. Hancock 
was at Winchester, where he could hold the Yalley, and when 
wanted, march a new force southward upon Bichmond. 

In this conjuncture, it was no longer any fear that he could 
not capture Bichmond, which troubled General Grant. That 
was sure, but what he feared was, that Lee, a sensible man . 
and a skilful general, would see that the game was up, and 
make good his escape from Bichmond, before our armies 
were quite ready to strike the final blow, and capture his 
whole force. This was indeed the danger. It was a problem 
of exceeding delicacy. Should Lee break away and join his 
army to that of Johnston, they had the mountains to retreat 
to, and might have still given us great trouble. 

But besides this, there was another important consideration 
which weighed greatly with Grant. The Army of the Potomac 
had done the noblest, most onerous, continuous service, not 
always requited by the success »which it deserved. It was 
composed chiefly of Eastern troops and Eastern commanders. 
On the other Jiand, the armies of the West had been crowned 
with briUiant successes. That Sherman would be able event- 
ually to come up and join the armies operating against Bich- 
mond, there was no doubt ; and then the ultimate success 
would have been considered due to the arrival of the Western 
armies. There would have arisen bitter rivalries among offi- 
cers and men, between the East and West: the relative 
modicum of merit would have been fiercely discussed .in and 
out of Congress. If, then, it were possible, let the Army of 
the Potomac finish the work they had so nobly begun. This, . 
although a secondary view, was strongly corroborative of his 
purposes already formed. 

On the 24:th March he prepared for the grand final move* 
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ment, of which he was reasonably hopeful that it would bring 
the matter to an end. His instmctions must be presented as 
a vital part of the history. 

Cirr Ponra, Va., March S4, 1865., 

GENERAii— On the 29ih instant the anuies operating against Ridunoad wiU 
be moved by our left, for the doable pnrpoee of taming the enemy oat of hia 
present position aroond Petersburg, and to insure the soooess of the cavalry 
under General Sheridan, which will start at the same time, in its effiuls to 
reach and destroy the Soathside and Danville railroads. Two oorps of the 
Army of the Potomac will be moved at first, in two oolnmns^ taking the two 
roads crossing Hatcher's Ban nearest where the present line held by ns strikes 
that stream, both moving towards Dinwiddle Ck>urthoase. 

The cavalry onder General Sheridan, joined by the division now under 
General Davies, will move at the same Ume, by the Weldon road and the Jerusa- 
lem plankroad, turning west from the latter before crossing the Nottoway, 
and west with the wliole column reaching Sconey Creek. General Sheridan 
will then jnove independently under other instructicms, which will be 
given him.' All dismounted cavaliy belonging to the Army of the Poto- 
mac, and the dismounted cayalry from the Middle Military Divldon not 
required for guarding property belonging to their arm of service, will re- 
port to Brigadier-General Benham, to be added to the defences of City Point. 
Mfgor-General Parke will be left in command of all the army left for holding 
the lines about Petersburg and City Point, subject, of course^ to orders from 
the commander of the Army of the Potomac The Ninth Army Corps will be 
left intact to hold the present line of works, so long as the whole line now 
occupied by us is held. If, however, the troops to the left of the Ninth Corps 
are withdrawn, then the left of the corps may be thrown back so as to occupy 
the position held by the army prior to the capture of the Weldon road. AU 
troops to the left of the Ninth Corps will be held in readiness to move at the 
shortest notice by such route as may be designated when the order is given. 

General Ord will detach three divisions, two white and one colored, or so 
much of them as he can, and hold his present lines, and march for the present 
left of the Army of the Potomac In the absence of further orders, or onUl 
farther orders are given, the white divisions will follow the left column of the 
Army of the Potomac, and the colored division the right column. During the 
movement, Major-General Weitzel will be left in command of aU the forces 
remaining behind froih the Army of the James. 

The movement of troops fh>m the Army of the James will commence on 
the night of the 27th instant. General Ord will leave behind the minimum 
number of cavalry necessary for picket duty in the absence of the nudn army. 
A cavaliy expedition from General Ord's command will also be started from 
Suffolk, to leave there on Saturday, the 1st of April, under Colonel Sumner, 
for the purpose of catting the railroad about Hicksford. This, if aocomidished, 
vrill have to be a surprise, and therefore, from three to five hundred men will 
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be Bofficlent Thej should, howeyer, be supported by all tbe in&ntiy that can 
be spared firom Norfolk and Portsmouth, as fiir out as to where the cavalry 
crosses the Blackwater. The crossing should probably be at Uniten. Should 
Colonel Sumner succeed in reaching the Weldon road, he will be instructed to 
do aU the damage possible to the triangle of roads between Hickaford, Weldon, 
and Gaston. The railroad-bridge at Weldon being fitted up for the passage 
of carriages^ it might be practicable to destroy any accumulation of supplies 
the enemy may have collected south of the Boanoke. All the troops will move 
with four days' rations in haversacks and eight days' in wagons. To avoid as 
much hauHng as posmble, tj\fi to give the Army of the James the same number 
of days' supplies with the Army of the Potomac, General Ord will direct his 
ootnmissary and quartermaster to have sufficient supplies delivered at the ter- 
minus of the road 'to fill up in passing. Sixty rounds of ammunition per man 
will be taken in wagons, and as much grain as the transportation on hand will 
carry, after taking the specified amount of other supplies. The densely 
wooded country in which the army has to operate making the use of much 
artillery impracticable, the amount taken with the army will be- reduced to 
six or eight guns to each division, at tlie option of the army commanders. 

AU necessary preparations for carrying these directions into operation may 
be &)mmenced at once. The reserves of the Ninth Corps should be massed as 
much as possible. Whilst I would not now order an unconditional attack on 
the enemy's line by them, they should be ready, and should make the attack, 
if the enemy weakens his line in their front, without waiting for orders. In 
case they carry the line, then the whole of the Ninth Corps could follow up so 
as to join or cooperate with the balance of the army. To prepare for this, the 
Ninth Corps wiU have rations issued to them the same as the balance of the 
army. General Weitzel will keep vigilant watch upon his front, and if found 
at all practicable to break through at any point, he will do so. A success north 
of the James should be followed up with great promptness. An attack will not 
be feasible unless it is found that the enemy has detached largely. In that case, 
it may be regarded as evident that the enemy are relying upon their local re- 
serves principally for the defence of Bichmond. Preparations may be made for 
abandoning all the line north of the James, except inclosed works ; only to 
be abandoned, however, after a break is made in the lines of the enemy. 

By these instructions, a large part of the armies o^ratiug against Bich- 
mond is left behind. The enemy, knowing this, may, as an only chance, strip 
their lines to the merest skeleton, in the hope of advantage not being taken of 
it, whilst they hurl eveiy thing against the moving column, and return. It 
cannot be impressed too strongly upon conmiandeis of troops left in the 
trenches, not to allow this to occur without taking advantage of it. The very 
foct of the enemy coming out to attack, if he does so, might be regarded as 
conclusive evidence of such a weakening of his lines. I would have it particu- 
larly enjoined upon corps commanders, that in case of an attack from the ene< 
my, those not attacked are not to wait for orders from the conlmanding officer 
of the army to which they belong, but that they will move promptly, and 
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notify the commander of their action. I wish also to enjoin the same action oti 

the part of division commanders, when other parts of their corps are engaged. 

In like manner, I would urge the importance of following np a repnlte oi the 

enemy. 

U. S. Qbajstt, LientenantGeneral. 

MiLroB-GsiOBRALS MbADK, OrD, AND SBBBXDAN. 

But a desperate moyement of the enemy now hastened the 
catastrophe, which wasabeady imminent. 



FOBT STEADMAN. 

Two divisions tinder General Gordon — Gordon's own and 
Bushrod Johnson's — qtdetly massing in front of the Ninth 
Corps, which held the Appomattox towards the left, burst 
npon our intrencbments on Hare's Hill, not a mile from the 
river, at daybreak on the 25th of March, captured Fort Stead- 
man by a surprise and couple-main, with Batteries Nine, Ten, 
and Eleven, on its flanks. The space between the contending 
lines was only one hundred and fifty yards. The Third Bri- 
gade of the First Division of the Ninth Corps guarded that 
part of the lines, while the Fourteenth New York Heavy Ar- 
tillery occupied the fort, which was a square redoubt, covering 
about one acre, and mounting nine guns. Clearing his own 
abatis, and unimpeded by ours, Gordon was in in a moment, 
and turned the guns upon the adjacent batteries, Nine, Ten, 
and Eleven, which were at oiice abandoned by our troops, and 
occupied by the rebels. It was a bold stroke, htodsomely 
achieved, but his success was at an end. First checked in 
his progress by Fort Hascall, next on the left of Steadmaja, 
McLaughlin's brigade rallied, and, with the remainder of Will- 
cox's division, fought valiantly to repair the fault. 

The division of Hartranft, most of the men for the first time 
under fire, is ordered to^ attack ; and, rushing upon Fort 
Steadman, pushes Gordon out into the space over which he 
had come, which is now also swept by the fire of adjacent 
batteries. Most of the enemy, cut oflf by this cross-fixe upon 
their line of retreat, have no alternative but surrender ; and 
thus Hartranft secures nearly two thousand prisoners. 
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The attack, wliich for ft moment promised great restdts for 
the enemy, has not only been a failure and a loss, but it seems 
to have been the signal which hastened the movements 
already projected by Grant. "Wakened into action by the 
firing around Fort Steadman, Meade orders aU forward. 
Wright, whose corps lay on the left of the Ninth, rushes to 
the attack as a diversion, and seizes the enemy's advanced 
hne. Humphreys, fitill further to the left, moves the Second 
Corps forward, and captures the enemy's picket-lines in his 
front. All efforts of the enemy to recapture* them are una- 
vailing. 

President Lincoln is a spectator of the gallant recapture of 
Steadman. He had been promised a review : he was treated 
to a successful battle, which he declared to.be better. But 
he does xiot lose his review. Before going into action, Craw- 
ford's di"»dsion marches past, saluting ; and the President and 
the ladies of his party behold, with mingled emotions, the 
steady march of the veterans who are just plunging into the 
battle with Wright. Although the enemy resisted our attack 
thenceforward until nightfall, we had gained much. Our 
losses were about twenty-five hundred; his not less than 
five thousand. 



SHERMAN S VISIT. 

While Sherman's army was occupying a few days in resting 
and receiving supplies, in its camp at Qoldsboro', that officer 
made a hurried visit to Grant at City Point, on the 27th of 
March. The lieutenant-general, the President, Generals 
Meade and Sheridan, and other officers, met him in confer- 
ence. Sherman said he could move, as early as April 10th, 
upon Johnston, with twenty days' supplies. If Grant desired 
him to aid the movement upon Eichmond, he would advance, 
threaten Ealeigh, and strike tlie Danville road at a point near 
Burkesville, thus breaking Lee's communications, and cutting 
oflF his retreat; or he was ready to march directly to Rich- 
mond, and strengthen Grant's final attack. Grant ooxnmu* 
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nicated his own plans, which were to hnrrj matters by moving 
on the 29th of March. If his attack should be nnsnccessfol, 
he wonld mass his eayahy to destroy the commnnicationa 
between Lee and Johnston, so that, instead of joining their 
forces, they might be beaten in detalL Sherman at pnoe re- 
turned to Goldsbpro', to move against Johnston. 

Grant's anxiety was now extreme, lest at the last moment 
Lee should escape him, and, by a happy union with Johnston, 
inaugurate a new, long, and difficult campaign. The g^eat 
number of deserters daily coming into our lines, led him to 
belieye that Lee was contemplating an escape. 

Spending a few days in reviewing the various divisions, he 
sent his sick and the sutlers to City Point ; waited impatiently 
for an attack from Lee, which he thought would be the signal 
for his hegira, and then moved the army out in observation 
and readiness to manoeuvre as a unit ; sent his cavalry out to 
cut the rebel communications, and to remain in front ready 
for pursuit ; and determined, if it were in human possibility, 
to finish up the whole matter. 
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CHAPTEE XL. 

THE TBIJE "BEGINNING OF THE END.** 

Fl«BT XT DlNWIDDIS CoTJBTBOUa.— BaTTLB OT FiVX FoBXI.— DkVXAV OV Vn BSB- 
BL0. — CoverrKBKATION IN RlOHXOHD. — ^ItS SVAOUATIOir BT LbB. — ^PUBSUIT OV THB 
WIXKTSQ ABMT. — SaIL0B*8 CbBSK.— -LeS^8 8UBBBKDBR.— ^TBBXg.-^BXBlUJI.— 
SrOHBirAK.— CaMBT at MoBK.B.— WiUOV's OOHKAND. — COBOLUSIOB. 

It was now the early morning of the 29fh of March. In 
accordance with instructions, Ord had moved out with two 
divisions of the Twenty-fourth Corps, under Gibbon, and one 
of the Twenty-fifth, under Bimey, and McKenzie's oavahy, 
on the night of the Twenty-seventh, and at dawn of the 29th 
they were at Hatcher's Run. 

On the 28th, Sheridan had received the following instruc- 
tions: 

CiTT PoxwT, Va., March 28, 1865. 
GmmcBAii — The Fifth Army Corps will move hj the VaQghan road (t three 
A. u. to-morrow morxdng. The Second moves at about nine A. m., having but 
about three miles to march to reach the first pcHnt designated for it to take on 
the right of the fifth Corps, after the latter reaching Dinwiddle Ceuvthonse. 
Move your cavalry at as early an hour as you can, and withoat being eonfined 
to any particalar road or roads. Ton may go out by the nearest roads in rear 
of the Fifth Corps, pass by its left, and passing near to or through Dinwiddle, 
reach the Tight ai)d rear of the enemy as soon as ^ou can. It is not the inten- 
tion to attack the enemy in his intrenched position, but to force him out if 
possible. Should he come out and attack us, or get himself wheie he can be 
attacked, move in with your entire force in your own way, and with the full 
reliance that the aimy will engage or follow as circumstances will dictate. I 
shall be on the field, and will probably be able to communicate with you. 
Should I not do so, and you find that the enemy keeps within his main in- 
trenched line^ you may cut loose and push for the DaaviUe road. II joo iM 
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it practicable, I would like you to czob the Soathside road, between Petersbiug 
and Borkeeville, and destroy it to eome extent. I would not adyiBe modi de- 
tention, however, until 70a reacb the Danville^ road, which I would like yon to 
strike as near to the Appomattox as possible. Make your destruction on that 
road as complete as possible. You can then pass on to the Soathside road, west 
of Barkesville, and destroy that in like manner. 

After having aooomplished the destruction of the two railroads, which are 
now the only avenues of supply to Lee's army, you may return to this army, 
selecting your road farther south ; or you may go on into North Carolina, and 
Join General Sherman. Should you select the latter course, get the information 
to me as early as possible, so that I may send orders to meet you at Goldsboro*. 

n. S. GBAm^, LdeutenanVGeneral. 
MAJOB-QxzrsRAL ?. H. SaxamAK. • 

Sheridan's command, at the start, comprised five thousand 
seven hundred cavaby under Merritt, and three thousand 
three hundred under Crook; in all ^ nine thousand. With 
these he moved across by way of Reams' Station and 
Malon's crossing of Rowanty Creek — ^where he built a 
bridge — ^to Dihwiddie Courthouse, on his way to cut the 
enemy's communication ; but already fully determined, if per- 
mitted, to find the long-sought flank of the enemy, crush it, 
and then push on and out off Lee's retreat. 




He was at Dinwiddie Courthouse on the afternoon of the 
29th at five o'clock. Custer had been left at Malon's crossing 
to protect the trains. Our lines were then arranged thus : 
Sheridan on the extreme left, and our infantry, under Warren, 
extended to the Quaker road, near its intersection with the 



THE TBUB "BBGINiaKO OF THR END." 



436 




f«»^— ^•Sml^ 



WIOOIE C.H. 



BATTLE-FIELD OF DUIWIDDIB OOIIBTHOUSE. 



Digitized b'y VjOOQ IC 



Bojdton road ; next, on the right, wdB Humphreys ; next, Ord 
and Wright ; while Parke held the works in front of Petersburg. 
In this position, Grant was almost certain that the time had 
oome for oaptnring Bichmond, and, what was of far more ixa- 
|K>rtancd, defeating Lee and forcing him to a surrender. Td 
this end, he sent Sheridan Hhe following important and signifi-^ 
•ant dispatch : 

Gravsllt Bmr, Maroh S9, 1865. 
OEzn£]IAi/--Oiir line is now unbroken from the AppomattOK to Dinwiddle. 
"We are all ready, however, to give up all from the Jernflalem plankroad to 
ftatcher's Bun, whenever the fbroee' can be need advantageonaly. After gefetin^^ 
hito line Boath of Hatcher's, we poshed forward to find the enemy's positioii. 
General Griffin was attacked near where the Qoaker rotd intersects the Bojd- 
ton road, bat repnlsed it easily, capturing aboat one hundred men. Hum- 
phreys reached Dabney's mill, and was poshing on when last heard from. 
( I now Ibel like endOig the matter, if it is possible to do so, before going bock. 
I do not want yod, therefore, to cot loose and go after the enemy's roads at 
fresent In the moming, push roond the enemy if yoo can, and get on to his 
ilght rear.^ The movements of the enemy's cavalry may, of oonise, modi^ 
your action. We will act all together as one army here, until it is seen what 
ean be done with- Ibe enemy. The signal-offioer at Cobb's Hill repotted, 
4t 11 : 80 A. v., that a eataliy column had passed that point from Bichmond 
tbwaidfrPetorsboig, taking forty minutes to pass. 

IT. B. GBA2rr, lieutenant-OeneraL 
Major-Oekxral p. H. Shsbidav. 

Grant, it will be seen, was at Gravelly Run in person, closely 
watching the developments of the situation. Buring the SOth 
a heavy storm of rain rendered the roads so bad that Sheridan 
found it very difficult to move from Dinwiddie ; nothing on 
wheels could get forward, except on corduroyed roads. But 
the cavalry can flounder on, and so he starts on the 30th for 
Kve Forks, on the White Oak road, where he knew the enemy 
Was in force : while Warren is directed to extend his lines 
across the Boydton road to the White Oak road, to cross 
the tatter if possible, and in any event to hold it and fortify. 

With an impetuosity that cannot be resisted, Sheridan 
seizes the Five Forks, and fights a battle there ; but the enemy 
making head against Warren, who has moved to obey his 
instructions, drives back the Fifth Corps, division^fter division, 
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and then turns in force upon Sheridan, who is slowly driyen 
back to Dinwiddie Courthouse. In the mean time, Hum- 
phreys drives the enemy back in his front, into his main line 
near Burgess's mill, while Ord and Wright, reporting the 
enemy weak before them, are impatient to move forward. In 
this conjimcture. Grant re-enforces Sheridan with the Fifth 
Corps — ^because it is the nearest — which he placed under his 
command; and thus strengthened, Sheridan again moves 
forward, while the other corps assault in their frodt. 

As the attack on Fort Steadman had enabled our troops in 
their riposte to get very close to the enemy's lines, the task 
was not difficult. But we are anticipating. 

In this forced movement to the rear against overpowering 
numbers of the enemy. General Sheridan, in the opinion of 
Grant, displayed great generalship. He did not retreat on 
the main army, " to tell the story of superior forces encounr 
tered, but he dismoimted his cavalry and deployed, which 
forced the enemy to do the same, and thus checked his 
progress." When Grant was informed of this, he sent 
McKenzie's division of cavalry, with one division of the Fifth 
Corps to his assistance; and soon after, as Meade had 
informed him that Humphreys could hold the Boydton road, 
the other division of the Fifth was sent to Sheridan, and that 
officer assumed the command of the whole corps. This was 
on the 1st of ApriL In front of Dinwiddie, Sheridan now 
assaulted, and fought a successful battle, drove the enemy 
back, and made a second advance on Five Forks, which the 
enemy now held in great force. Here Sheridan executed a 
beautiful tactical manoeuvre. While the enemy were pressed 
within their works, he directed General Merritt to demon- 
strate, as though he would turn the enemy's right flank, 
while the Fifth Corps was ordered up to strike their left flank 
vigorously- The Fifth Corps, General Sheridan thought, was 
moving too slowly, and for this he censured Warren; but at 
last it was in readiness, — Ayres' division on the left in double 
lines, Crawford on the right, and Griffin in reserve, behind 
Crawford. We quots Sheridan's words : 
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" I then directed General Merritt to demonstrate as though he was attempt- 
ing to torn the enemy's right flank, and notified him that the Fifth Corps 
would strike the enemj's left flank, and ordered that the cavalry should aasault 
the enemy's works as soon as the Fifth Corps became engaged, and that would 
be determined hy the yoUeys of mnsketry. I then rode over to where the Fifth 
Corps was going into position, and found them coming up very slowly. I was 
exceedingly anxious to attack at once, for the sun was getting low, and we had 
to fight or go back. It was no place to intrench, and it would have been shame- ' 
fill to have gone back with no results to compensate for the loss of the brave 
men who had fallen during the day. In this connection, I will say that Gen- 
eral Warren did not exert himself to get up his corps as rapidly as he might 
have done ; and his manner gave me the impression that hejvished the sun to 
go down before dispositions for the attack could be completed. As soon as the 
corps was' in position, I ordered an advance in the following formation : Ayres* 
divirion on the left, in double lines ; Crawford's division on the right, in double 
lines ; and Griffin's division in reserve, behind Crawford : and the White Oak 
road was reached without opposition. McEenzie was ordered to swing round 
on the right of the infantry, and get possession of the ford at the crossing of 
Hatcher's Run." 

The Fifth Corps advanced gallantly with a left half-wheel-, 
and went into and beyond the enemy's works, routing him and 
pursuing ; while Merritt, whose signal was to be the firing of 
the Fifth, assaulted and carried the enemy's right, putting him 
to flight in that quarter. In General Sheridan's flashing words : 

" The enemy were driven from their strong line of works, and completely 
routed ; the Fifth Corps doubling up their left flank iA confusion, and the cav* 
airy of general Merritt dashing on to the White Oak road, capturing their 
artillery and turning it upon them, and riding into thdr broken ranks so de> 
moralized them, that they made no serious stand after their line was carried, 
but took to flight in disorder." , 

Between five thousand and six thousand prisoners fell into 
our hands, and the fugitives were driven westward, and were 
pursued till long after dark by- Merritt's and McKenzie's 
cavalry, for a distance of six miles. 

During this attack, Sheridab was again dissatisfied with 
Warren ; and having already received, unsolicited, permission 
from the lieutenant-general, he relieved Warren of his com- 
mand, and turned it over to Griffin, not the ranking officer, 
bat selected for the purpose. 
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Grant, still fearful that the audaciotis advance of Sheridan 
might be overpowered, sent him daring the night Miles' divi- 
sion of the Second Corps, which reported at daylight on the 
2d. It was at once ordered to move up the White Oak road 
towards Petersburg, and attack the enemy at the intersection 
of that road with the Claiborne road. Miles was followed by 
two divisions of the Fifth. He attacked handsomely, and 
forced the enemy back; but was soon reclaimed by Hum- 
phreys, and relinquished, greatly to Sheridan's regret. 

Let US look a little further to our right. A heavy bombard- 
ment had been kept up all night of April 1 along our whole 
line ; and at four o'clock on the morning of the 2d a combined 
assftult was made, with grand success. Wright,. with the 
Sixth, swept every thing in* his front, fromhis left at Hatch- 
er's '^xm towards Petersburg, taking many guns and prisoners. 
Ord, joining him on the right, was equally successful ; and 
then the two combined swung round by a right wheel and for- 
ward) and closed upon Petersburg to the river, tearing up the 
Southside Railroad. 

Parke, holding in front of Petersburg, assaulted, taking the 
main line with its guns, but not the innermost line. Oibbon, 
with a part of Ord's command, captured two strong works, 
'' the most salient and commanding points south of Peters- 
burg." The rebel lines around the city were thus very much 
shortened, and if a new assault should be thought neeessaiy, 
the capture would not be dbBicult. 

When Miles made his attack under Sheridan's orders he 
had pushed the enemy across the run, and followed him up to 
Sutiierland's Depot, on the Southside road ; and it will be 
remembered that two divisions of the Fifth Corps had folloTgt»d 
the movement. After a hard fight, in which the rebels -^^ere 
driven by Meade on our right and Sheridan on our left, they 
broke at that point in great confusion, streaming westward 
by the main road along the Appomattox. 

The night of the 2d of April was one of consternation and 
terror in Richmond. The people had been lulled by the long 
years of security, and deceived by their leaders. No intelt 
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gettt man doabted tlie result, but the hoodwinked populace 
still believed that Bichmond was impregnable, and would 
never be evacuated. Their eyes were now suddenly opened. 
"Without warning, it was now announced, while Jeflf. Davis was 
in churchy for it was Sunday, that the army was evacuating 
the city, and that the " Federals" would enter at once. Lee, 
who had long before seen the folly of continuing the struggle, 
had been overruled by Jeff. Davis ; but now there was no 
choice. The army left that night, in frantic haste to move by 
the Danville road^ and form a junction with Johnston. But 
it was too late. 

Sheridan pursued vigorously on the 3d, striking at once for 
the Danville road,- to cut him off. Meade, with the Second and 
Sixth cor^s, followed him by a forced march ; Ord was dis- 
patched to Burkesville, moving along the Southside road ; the 
Ninth Corps stretched out, holding the main points in rear. 

Although so much had been achieved, there was still to be 
a race with the rebels — a race for life. Lee must not escape. 
On the 4th of April, Sheridan struck the Danville road at Jet- 
tersville, right athwart the track of Lee, who had only reached 
Amelia Courthouse. The rebel army was in no condition to 
prolong the conflict ; it could only now drift hopelessly west- 
ward, and put off for a few hours the -evil day. 

At Jettersville, Sheridan intrenched, and waited for Meade, 
who came up the next day, the 5th. On the afternoon of that 
day, Ord was at Burkesville ; and Grant, who had reached 
Wilson's Station, addressed the following letter to Sherman : 

Wilson's Station, April $, 1865. 
Gbnebal — AJl indicationB now are that Lee will attempt to reach Danville 
with the remnant of his force. Sheridan, who was up with him last nighty 
reports all that is left — ^horse, foot, and dragoons — at twenty thousand, much 
demoralized. We hope to reduce this number one-half. I shall push on to 
Burkesville, and if a stand is made at Danville, will in a few daj^s go there. If 
yon can possibly do so, push on from where you are, and let us see if we cannot 
finish the job with Lee's and Johnston's armies. Whether it will be better for 
, you to strike for Ghreensboro*, or nearer to Danville, you will be better able to 
judge when you receive this. Rebel armies now are the only strategic points 

to strike at. 

U. S. Grant, Lieutexvant-Geneiml. 
Majob-Gbneral W. T. Sbxbxah. ^ I 
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But such a junction was not to be necessary. If nnmo^ 
lested, Lee could hardly have taken that army to Johnston. 

On the 6th of April, Lee moved westward, as if towards 
Danville ; and Sheridan, relinquishing the command of the 
Fifth Corps, and returning it to Meade, moved rapidly with 
his cavalry, followed by the Sixth Corps, to strike his flank. 
The Second and Fifth followed after. Ord moved to Farm- 
viUe, on the Lynchburg road, and sent his cavalry, with two 
regiments of infantry, to destroy the bridges. This little 
advance force encountered the. head of Lee's army, which 
struck it a staggering blow ; but, with a fine soldierly vision, 
General Theodore Read, who was in command, fought this 
overwhelming force most heroically, detained it in his front 
until Ord could come up, and fell a martyr to his zeaL 
Such conduct deserves an immortal record, and has -it in 
Grant's report. 

sailob's cbeek. 

On the afternoon of the 6th, Sheridan struck a force of the 
enemy just south of Sailor's Creek, a small southern tributary 
of the Appomattox, and a battle ensued, in which Ue cap- 
tured sixteen gims and four hundred wagons, and kept the ' 
enemy employed until tiie arrival of the Sixth Corps, which, 
we have seenj was marching in his rear. A combined attack 
was then made, which resulted in the capture of between six 
and seven thousand prisoners, and a large number of general 
officers. The disintegrating process was rapidly going on. 
In this battle, the Second Corps and Twenty-fourth partici- 
pated. The army was now a grand moving machine, elastic, 
but exact. The corps; well in hand, were skilfully moved as 
the exigences of the field required. 

On the morning of the 7th the pursuit was stiQ continued — 
tne cavalry, imder Sheridan, less one division, moving with 
the Fifth Corps through Prince Edward's Courthouse ; the 
Sixth Corps, the Twenty-fourth, and one division of cavalry, 
upon Farmville. The Second Corps moved by High Bridge.. 
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The enemy were now all north of the Appomattox ; but so 
close was the pursuit, that the Second Corps seized High 
Bridge before the enemy could destroy it, and crossed at their 
heels. The Sixth, with the cavalry division, crossed at Farm- 
ville. The hunt was nearly ended. Lee was now not only 
hopeless, but Grant believed that he had determined to sur- 
render. To this end, the following correspondence ensued 
between them. Grant writes from FarmviUe : 

April 7, 1865. 

Gekbral — ^The result of the last week most convince you of the hopelesa- 

nefB of further resistance, on the part of the Army of Northern Virginia, in tliis 

struggle. I feel that it is so, and regard it as my duty to shift from myself the 

responsi^ity of any farther efFosion oflblood, by asking of you ihe surrender of 

that portion of the Confederate States army known as the Army of Northern 

Virginia. 

U. S. Gbajbtt, lientenant-GeneraL 
Gknxbal B. £. Lbs. 

Early on the morning of the 8th, before leaving, Grant 
received at FarmviUe the following : I 

Afbil 7i 1865. 
General — I have received your note of this date. Though not entertain- 
ing the opinion you express on the hopelessness of further resistance on the 
part of the Army of Northern Virginia, I reciprocate your desire to avoid use- 
less efihsion of blood, and therefore, before considering your proportion, ask 
the terms you will ofibf on condition of its surrender. 

B. E. Leb, GeneraL 

Lieutenant-Gensbal IJ. S. GEAirr. 

To this, Grant immediately replied : 

April 8, 1865. 
QKNERAii— -Your note of last evening, in reply to mine of same date, asking 
.the condition, on. which I will accept the surrender of the Army of Northern 
Virginia, is just received. In reply, I would say, that pecuie being my great 
desire, there is but one condition I would insist upon — namely, that the men and 
officers surrendered shall be disqualified for taking up arms again against the 
Government of the United States until properly exchanged. I will meet you, 
or will designate officers to meet any officers you may name for the same pur- 
pose, at any point agreeable to you, for the purpose of arranging definitely the 
terms upon which the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia will be 

received. 

XJ. S. Gbautt, lieutenant-General. 
GXKEBAL B. £. Lxi. 
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On the morning of the 8th, as nothing was jet decided. 
Grant renewed the pursuit ; the enemy pushing as fast as he 
could for Appomattox Station, and our troops moving upon 
h^m with equal footsteps. Meade's army was now north of 
the Appomattox, pushing the rear-guard, but never able to 
bring it to a decisive engagement. On the afternoon of the 
8th, Sheridan strikes tfa,e railroad at Appomattox, and drives 
the enemy before him, capturing twenty-five guns, a hospital- 
train, and four trains of cars with supplies. Grant joins 
Meade at noon of the 8th, and receives the following letter : 
• 

Apbil 8, 1665. 
General — ^I<ieoeived, at a late hour, joor note of io^y. In mine of yeeter- 
Qvy, I did not intend to propose the enrrender of the Army of Northenx Viigini% 
bat to ask the terms of your proposition. To be frank, I do not think the emer- 
gency has arisen to ^1 for the surrender of this army ; bat as the restoration of 
peace shoold be the sole object of all, I desired to know whether your proposals 
would lead to that end. I cannot, therefore, meet yoa with a view to surrender 
the Army of Northern Virginia ; but as far as your proposal may affect iho 
Confederate |0tate forces under my conunand, and tend' to the restoration of 
peace, I should be pleased to meet you at 10 A. H. to-morrow on the old stage 
road to Richmond, between the picket-lines of the two armies. 

B. E. Lkb, GeneraL 
LixvTXirANT-GBNXBAi. U. S. Gbast. 

To which he answers as follows : 

AnuL 9, 1865. 

Gensbal — Your note of yesterday is recdved. I have no authority to treat 

on the subject of peace ; the meeting proposed for 10 A. M. to^y, could lead to 

no good. I will state, however, general, that I am equally anxious for peace 

with yourself, and the whole North entertains the same feeling. The terms 

upon which peace can be had are well understood. By the South laying down 

their arms they will hasten that most desirable event, save thousands of 

human lives, and hundreds of millions of property not yet destroyed. Sinc»»pely 

hoping that all our difScolties may be settled without the loss of another life, 

I subscribe myself, etc. 

n. S. Grant, Lleutenant-General. 
GxKXBAL B. £. Lbb. 

On the 9th, Ord comes up to Appomattox, and with him the 
Fifth Corps, just as the enemy is making a desperate effort to 
break through the cavalry, and defeat it. This is the end : 
the last ditch is reached. A white flag comes into the lines, 
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asking for a suspension of hostilities in order to arrange terms 
for surrender. This Grant received while going to join Sher- 
idan. It was in the following terms : 

ApmiLd, 1865. ' 
General — ^I reoeiyed joax note of this morning, on the {ncket-line, whither 
I had come to meet yon, and aflcertain definitely what terms were embraced in 
your pfopoeal of yesterday, with reference to the sorrender of this anny. I now 
ask an interview in accordance with the offer contained in your letter of yester- 
day, for that purpose. 

B. E. liEB, GeneraL 
LixuTurAHT-GBHXBAL U. S. Qsaht. 

The interview took place at the residence of Mr. W. 
McLean, at Appomattox Courthouse. It was brief, but con- 
clusive. Sad in the extreme to the Confederate general, who 
having risked every thing, had lost all. 

No pen can describe the exultation of our troops. 

The following view from a rebel standpoint is presented by 
ah eye-witness from the rebel side : 

" There is no passage of history in this heaH-breaking war which will, for yean 
to come, be more honorably mentioned, and gratefnlly remembered than the 
demeanor, on the 9th of April, 1865, of General Grant towards General Lee. I 
do not so much allude to the fiacility with which honorable tenns were accorj}- 
ed to the Confederates, as to the bearing of General Grant, and the cffioers 
about him, towards General Lee. The interview was brieC Three commis- 
sioners upon either side were immediately appointed. The agreement to which 
these stt commiesioners acceded is known. 

" In the mean time, inmiediately that General Lee was seen riding to the rear» 
dressed more gayly than usual, and begirt with his sword, the rumor of imme- 
diate surrender flew like wildfire through the Confederates. It might be im- 
agined that an army, which had drawn its last regular rations on the 1st of 
April, and, harassed incessantly by night and day, had been marching and 
fighting until the morning of the 9th, would have welcomed any thing like a 
termination of its sufierings, let it come in what form it might. Let those who 
idly imagine that the finer feelings are the prerogative of what are called the 
'upper classes/ learn from this and similar scenes « to appreciate 'common 
men.' As the great Confederate captain rode back from Ms interview with 
General Grant, the news of the surrender acquired shape and consistency, and 
could no longer be denied. The effect on the worn and battered troops — some 
of whom had fought since April, 1861, and (sparse survivors of hecatombs of 
fallen comrades) had passed unscathed through such hurricanes of shot, ai 
within four years no other men had ever experienced— passes mortal deecriptioiL 
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"Whole Hnes of battle rushed up to their beloved old chief, and choking with 
emotion, broke ranks and struggled indth each other to wring him once more 
b7 the hand. Men who had fonght throughout the war, and knew what the 
agonj and humiliation of that moment must be to him, strove, with a refine- 
ment of unselfishness and tenderness which he alone could fallj appreciate, to 
lighten his burden and mitigate his pain. With tears pouring down both 
cheeks, General Lee at length commanded voice enough to say, ' Men, we have 
fonght through the war together. I have done the best that I could for you.' 
Not an eye that looked on that scene was dry. Nor was this the emotion of 
sickly sentimentalists, but of rough and rugged men, familiar with hardships, 
danger, and death in a thousand shfipes, mastered by sympathy and feeling for 
another which they never experienced on their own acooxmt. I know of no 
other passage of military history so toucl^ng, unless, in spite of the melo-dnu 
matic coloring which French historians have loved to shed over the scene, it can 
be found in the Adieu de Fontainebleau. 

" It remains for me briefly to notice the last parade of an army, whereof the 
exploits will be read with pride so long as the English tongue is spoken. In 
pursuance of an arrangement of the^six commissioners, the Confederate army 
marched by divisions, on the morning of April the 12th, to k spot at the 
Appomattox Courthouse, where they stacked arms and depomted accoutre- 
ments. Upon this solemn occasion Major-General Gibbon represented the 
United States authorities. With the same exalted and conspicuous delicacy 
which he had exhibited throughout the closing scenes. General Grant was not 
again visible after his final interview with GenenJ Lee. About seven thousand 
eight hundred Confederates marched with th^ muskets in their hands, and 
were followed by about eighteen thousand unarmed stragglers, who claimed to 
be included in the capitulation. Each Confederate soldier was furnished with 
printed form of parole, which was filled up for him by his own officers, and a 
duplicate handed to a designated Federal officer. By the evening of the 12th 
the paroles were generally distributed, and the disbanded men began to scatter 
through the country. Hardly one of them had a farthing of money. Sonn hS 
them had from fifteen hundred to two thousand miles to travel, over a country 
oi which the scanty railroads were utterly annihilated." 

The correspondence gives the exact terms. 

Appoxattox ComtTBOUSB, Va., April 9, 1865. 
General — ^In accordance with the substance of my letter to you of the 8th 
instant, I propose to receive the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia on 
the following terms — to wit : Hplls of all the officers and men to be made in 
duplicate, one copy to be given to an officer to be designated by me, the other 
to be retained by such officer or officers as you may designate. The officers to 
give their individual paroles not to take up arms against the Government ol 
the United States until properly exchanged ; and each company o| regimental 
(oounander to edgn a like parole for the men of their commands. The arm£^ 
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artillerj, and public property to be packed and stacked, and turned over to the 
officers appointed by me to receive them. This will not embrace tbe side-arms 
of the officers, nor their private horses or baggage. This done, each officer 
and man will be allowed to return to his home, not to be disturbed by United 
States authority so long as they observe their paroles, and the laws in force 
where they may reside. 

U. S. Gbaut, lieutenant^SeneraL 
OxnsAL K. S. Lis. 

Ha^QUABTSBs Abmt Nobthsrn VncODTIA, 
April 9, I860. 

GeneraI/— I have received your letter of this date, containing the terms of 
surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia as proposed by you. As they are 
substantially the same as those expressed in your lett» of the 8th instant, they 
are accepted. I will proceed to deagnate the proper officers to carry the stipu- 
lations into effect. 

R. E. Lbe, Genend. 

LniimKAKT-Gxini]u.x. U. 8. Geaxt. 

Gibbon's command, with the Fifth Corps under GriflBin, and 
McKenzie's cavaby, were ordered to remain at Appomattox, 
while the process of paroling was going on, and to take 
charge of the public property. Grant immediately set the 
remainder of the army iji motion for Burkesville. The great 
event had been achieved. Lee, the greatest man as well as 
the ranking soldier in the Confederacy, had given up the 
cause, and his influence broke up the rebellion. Grant, after 
weary months, or rather a long year, of the most arduous 
and responsible military labor ever performed by a general, 
had seen the issue of all his plans, desires, and hopes in a 
complete success. The country again rung with his name. 
The few bitter and cold men who were dissatisfied with the 
terms he accorded to Lee, spoke only in whispers. He had 
not been in their pay ot service, he had acted .for the Union, 
and. the cause of humanity. And it must have given his 
heart a glow of pleasure, that he could put one drop of com* 
fort into the bitter cup, now drained to the dregs by an an- 
tagonist so skilful, and a rebel so brave, chivahrous, and noble 
as General B. E. Lee. 

Let us not be misunderstood : there is no casuistry which 
can metaigaorphose treason ; but the rebel chiefs will always be 
regarded as brave, self-sacrificing soldiers, and/brillia&t gra- 
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erals, by erery military scholar ; and they are held in greater 
respect, we venture to say, by none more fully than by their 
chief conqueror, Lieutenant-General Ulysses 8. Grant. 

SHEBMAN. 

But little remains to be told. 

Upon the receipt of Grant's letter, which we have presented 
in a former page, Sherman moved at once upon Johnston, 
who retreated rapidly before him through Raleigh, which 
Sherman entered on tiie 13th. On the 12th he had received 
the news of Lee's surrender. This gave Johnston a hint upon 
which to speak On the 14th a correspondence was opened 
between Johnston and Sherm&n, and there was a suspension 
of hostilities until the memorandum of the agreement could 
be submitted to the President for his approval. On that very 
day, the humane, hard-working, honest, and honored Mr. 
Lincoln was killed by an assassin, and Sherman's memoran- 
dum feU into critical hands, which treated it j^d him with 
undeserved severity. 

The subject is now too well known in all its bearings to 
need discussion here. Grant went down to Ealeigh, ^hich he 
reached on the 24th of April, with disapproval and new in- 
structions, and the truce was terminated the same day. But 
there was to be no more fighting. On the 25th there was 
another meeting between Sherman and Johnston, which re- 
sulted in a surrender of the rebel army on the same terms 
which Grant had accorded to Lee. This surrender was re- 
ceived by Sherman. 

We must not dose without mentioning the rapid operations 
in other parts of the field, which now hurried events to a 
finality. 

STONEMAN. 

• Stoneman started on the 20th of March, by way of Boone, 
in North Carolina ; struck the railroad at Wytheville, Cham- 
bersburg, and Big Lick; and sent one column to approach 
Lynchburg and destroy the bridges. The main 1>ody do* 
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ployed between New Kiver and Big Lick, then to Greensboro , 
breaking up and burning the bridges between Greensboro' and 
Danville, and also those between Greensboro' and the Yadkin, 
with many rich depots of supplies. At Salisbury he beat the 
rebel -General Gardner, taking from him fourteen guns and 
one thousand three hundred and sixty-four prisoners ; and after 
tearing up fifteen miles of railroad, with the bridges towards 
Charlotte, he returned to Slatersville. 

Shennan desired .that Stoneman should join him, but acting 
in accordance with the orders received from Thomas, and 
according to a discretion which he deemed his right, he 
did not. 

CANBY AT MOBILE. 

The movements upon Mobile will only need to be epitomized. 
On the 20th of March, the Sixteenth Corps, under A- J. 
Smith, was moved by water from Fort Gaines to Fish River ; 
and the Thirteenth, under Gordon Granger, from Fort Mor- 
gan, joined Smith. These combined troops invested Spanish 
Fort, opposite Mobile, near the eastern shore of Mobile Bay. 
On the 27th, Steele moves from Pensacola and invests Fort 
Blakely, on the Tensaw Biver. On the 8th of April, Spanish 
Fort, after an attack by our troops, is evacuated. Tort 
Blakely is abandoned on the 9th. The enemy retire into 
Mobile. Alabama Biver is thus opened, and the northern ap- 
proaches to Mobile. The city, no longer tenable, is evacuated 
by our troops on the 11th, and occupied by Canby's forces on 
the 12th. 

"Wilson's commaot). 

The cavalry expedition, which Grant had directed Thomas 
to send out under General Wilson, started on the 22d of 
March, twelve thousand five hundred strong, from Chickasaw, 
Alabama, and achieved a series of successes. On the 1st of 
April, Wilson encountered Forrest near Ebeinezer Chtirch, and 
beat him. On the 2d he captured Selma, a very important 
point, defended by Forrest with seven thousand men. There 
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he took three thousand prisoners and thoroughly destroyed 
the enemy's works and factories. On the 4th he entered 
Tuscaloosa, and on the 10th marched upon Montgomery, 
which he took on the 14th. At that point he divided his force, 
Bending one portion to West Point, where they captured 
four guns and destroyed the railroad works. The other 
column moved on Columbus, which they took, capturing also 
fifteen hundred prisoners, destroyed the factories, and taking 
fifty-two guns. On ■ the 20th he received the surrender of 
Macon from Howell Cobb ; and on the 11th of May a detach- 
ment of his force caught Jefferson Davis, while he was trying 
to esca'pe in disguise. 

General Dick Taylor, at Citronelle, Alabama, surrendered 
to Canby, May 4th, all the rebel forces east of the Mississippi, 
about twenty thousand in all, on terms substantially the same 
as those accorded by Grant to Lee. 

General Edmund Kirby Smith, notwithstanding these good 
examples, was for a time defiant ; but Grant sent Sheridan 
down to Texas to bring him to terms ; and, deeming it useless 
to hold out any longer. Smith left his army to disband itself, 
while Buckner, assuming the command, surr^dered the small 
body that remained on the 26th of May. 

We cannot better finish this chapter than by quoting the 
eloquent and truthful tribute with which General Grant closes 
his masterly report. 

" It has been my fortime to see the armies of both the West and East fight 
battles, and from what I have, seen I know there is no difference in tbeir fight- 
ing qualities. AH that it was possible for men to do in battle, they have done. 
The Western armies commenced their battles in the Mississippi Valley, and re- 
ceived the final surrender of the remnant of the principal army opposed to them 
in North Carolina. The armies of the East commenced their battles on the 
river from which the Army of the Potomac derived its name, and received the 
final surrender of their old antagonist at Appomattox Courthouse, Va. The 
splendid achievements of each have nationalized our victories, removed all Beo* 
tional jealousies, of which we have unfortunately experienced too much, and 
the cause of crimination and recrimination that might have followed had either 
section failed in its duty. All have a proud record, and all sections can well 
congratulate themselves and each other for hkving done their full share in re- 
storing the supremacy of law oyer every foot of territory belonging to the 
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United States. Let them hope for perpetTial peace and hannony vriHi thai 
eoiemj iv;ho6e loanhood, however miBtaken the cause, drew forth sach hercii- 
lean deeds of Talor." 



OONCLDBION. 

We have reached the end of our task, which was to pre- 
sent a military biography of General Grant He at once 
adyised the redaction of the great armies, a work which, 
beginning on the day of Lee's surrender, has steadily pro- 
gressed, until we have now only the needed force for a quasi 
peace establishment. Before this, however, in a vaet and 
splendid pagesmt of two days' continuance, beginning on 
Tuesday, the 22d of May, the great armies of Meade and 
Sherman were reviewed by the President of the United States, 
the Secretary of War, and the Lieutenant-General, on Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, amid the most enthusiastic demonstrations 
of a concourse gathered from all parts of the Union. 

He narrowly — let us say providentially — escaped the fate of 
the honored and beloved President, having at first designed 
to be at the theatre on the night of the 14th of April, but, 
guided by some-good angel, he set out to the North instead. 

He has made tours of pleasure and inspection to the West, 
to Oanada, to the Sonth ; and everywhere throngs press to 
see, and take the hand of the quiet, unpretending, sturdy 
man, who has saved his country, and won. so glorious a fame. 
At West Point, the plain cadet of 1841 received in 1865 all 
the honors of his Alma Mater as the generalissimo of the 
great war. 

He was made a Doctor of Laws by Harvaxd and a 
number of other institutions. 

On the 7th of January, 1865, a number of the principal 
citizens of Philadelphia presented him with a handsome 
house, thoroughly furnished, in CJhestnut-street, above 
-Twentieth. To teU of his honors, and the gifts he has 
received, would fill a volume such as this. Among the 
ovations which he received, there was none, perhaps, 
more grateful to him than that at his old home, Galena, 
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lUinoiSy OIL the 28Qi' of August, 1865. There were arches 
decorated with the long scroll of his Tictories, enthu- 
siastio plaudits from his old friends and fellow-citizens; 
and over the street where he lived and the sidewalk which he 
had calumniated, was the motto : " General, the sidewalk is 
bmlt." The fond thought which had prompted such an 
expression of his ambition — to be Mayor of Galena, and 
build the sidewalk — ^thus treasured by his old friends, would 
touch the heart of Grant, when "the applause of listening 
senates" would have little power to move him. 

Early in December his constant friend, Mr. Washbume, of 
minois, introduced into the House of Bepresentatives a biU 
to make liiin a (TerieroZ, and he was appointed to that grade, 
to take effect from July 25, 1865. 

On the 12th of August, 1867, Mr. Stanton, the Secretary of 
War, was suspended from his post by the President, and 
General Grant was appointed Secretary of War ad interim. 
He discharged the duties with great judgment and vigor, 
especially displayed in the large retrenchment he made at 
once in the expenses of the department. He vacated the 
office upon the resolution of the Senate restoring Mr. Stanton. 

He is an admirable judge of men. In this he is like the 
great emperor. Grant's generals have been judiciously 
chosen, each for his specific work — ^Sherman for Atlanta, 
^omas for Nashville, Sheridan for the Shenandoah and Five 
Forks, Meade for the Army of the Potomac. And when they 
did well, no spice of envy ever kept him from rejoicing in their 
success, and awarding them the highest praise. Of Meade, 
whose position was sometimes a painful one, by reason of the 
overshadowing presence of the general-in-cUef, he says, in 
speaking of his appointment as major-general : 

** General Meade was apix)iDted at mj solicitation, after a campaign the 
most protracted, and covering' more severely contested battles, tlvui any of 
which we have any account in history. 

" I have been with General Meade dnring the whole campaign, and not only 
made the recommendation upon a conviction that this recognition of his scr* 
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TiceB WBfl fullj won, but that lie wba eminently qiialified for Jbbe eominand such 
Tank wonld entitle him to. 

** General Meade is one of our truest men and ablest offioera. He has been 
ooDstantlj with that army confronting the strongest, best appointed, and m.ost 
confident army in the South. He, therefore, has not had the same opportiinity 
of winning laurels so distinctly marked as has fallen' to the lot of other gen- 
erals ; but I defy any man to name a commander who would do more than he 
has done with, the same chances." 

Of Sherman he says, speaking of the battle of Pittsburg 
Landing: "To his individual efforts I am indebted for the 
success of that battle." His praises of Sheridan have been 
recorded in former pages. 

And these, be it remembered, are not the wholesale lauda- 
tions with which military reports are usually filled, but just 
judgments, conscientiously expressed. We may say of him 
as did Tacitus of Agricola : " Nee Agricda wnqvam per alios 
gesta avidus interoepU ; seu cerUurio, sen prosfectuSf incorruptum 
facti testtm halehcU" 

An enemy to be dreaded, he was always courteous, kind, ' 
and humane to a conquered foe. 

A patriot of large hearty he has done more than any other 
man to save his country in its day of bitter peril. ^ 

To say that he is the first soldier of the age, is but to ap- 
peal to the facts already narrated. Perhaps we accord a 
higher praise when we declare, without flattery, that he is the 
most distinguished American (^ the regerierated JBepubUc Let 
him be cherished and honored accordingly. ^ 

On the 21st of May, 1868, General Grant was unanimously 
and enthusiastically nominated, by the Bepublican (3onven- 
tion, at Chicago, a candidate for the presidency. The follow- 
ing is his letter accepting the nomination : 

Washinqtoh, D. C, May 29, 1868. 
To Gen. Joseph R Hawley, 

President National Union BepubUean Convention: 
Li formally accepting the nomination of the National 
Union Eepublican Convention of the 21st of May insi, it 
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seems proper that some statement of views beyond the mere 
acceptance of the nomination shonld be expressed The pro- 
ceedings of the Oonvention were marked with wisdom, moder- 
ation, and patriotism, and, I befieve, express the feelings of 
the great mass of those who sustained the conntry through its 
recent trials. I indorse their resolutions. If elected to the 
office of President of the United States, it will be my endeavor 
to administer all the laws in good faith, with economy, and 
with the view of giving peace, quiet, and protection every- 
where. In times like the present, it is impossible, or at least 
eminently improper, to lay down a policy to be adherdd to, 
right or wrong, through an administration of four years. New 
political issues, not foreseen, are constantly arising, the views 
of the public on old ones are constantly changing, and a purely 
administrative officer shoxdd always be left free to execute the 
win of the people. I always have respected that will, and 
always shalL •^ Peace, and universal prosperity — ^its sequence — 
with economy of administration, will lighten the burden of 
taxation, while it constantly reduces the national debt. Let 
us have peace. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

U. S. Obant. 
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BIOGEAPHIOAL SKETCH 

OF 

SCHTJTLEE COLFAX 



CHAPTER L 

CHILDHOOD AITD EARLY MFB. 

GOUTAX^S AKOMTRT.^HU BIKTR.— Hl8 80H0OL-DAT8.— O0I8 INTO ▲ ■TOBS AT IHB AOI OT TBH 
TSABB.— BkMOTBS TO INDIAKA.—- AOAIN BB0OXB8 OLSBK IV ▲ nOBB.-^T BBTHnSBir, BBOOIOB 

Dmnnr Oountt Avditob.— -Wbiti8 fob xhb pbbs. 

ScHTTYLSB OoLFAX^ who has now for many jesm been a 
prominent, honored and beloved actor in national affairs, and 
who has lately been selected as a candidate for still higher 
honors, is the grandson of Gen. William Colfax, the commander 
of Gen. Washington's body-guard during the Revolutionary 
War, and one of his intimate personal friends. His grand- 
mother was, in her maiden name, Hester Schuyler, a cousin 
of Gen. Philip Schuyle^. His father, Schuyler Colfax, an 
official in one of the city banks, died some months before the 
birth of his only son, who drst saw the light, March 28, 1828, 
in North Moore street, near West Broadway, in New York 
City. 

His school education was received in the city public schools, 
and was limited by the circumstances of his widowed mother. 
At the early age of ten years he was transferred to the school 
of active life and business in one of the mercantile establish- 
ments of New York. Three years later, in 1836, his mother 
having again married, the family removed to St. Joseph County, 
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Indiana. Here youvi^^linyler served fonr years more as clerk 
in a country store mix A Carlisle, devoting his leisure hours to 
reading and privata^^dy. He mnst early have manifested the 
traits of character which have won for him large success and 
national fame, for we find him at the age of seventeen yeans 
appointed Deputy County Aaditor. This occasioned his removal 
to South Bend, the county seat, MsJuere his home has been ever 

since. 

* 

At South Bend^ he giuned time from the performance of his 
offldld duties t^ study State law so thoroughly that he soon 
came to be regarded as an acknowledged authority in its expo- 
sition. He also read general law quite thoroughly, though 
with no intention of devoting himself to the legal profession ; 
but the knowledge and mental discipline thus acquired, were an 
important part of the training tibat prepared him for the duties 
of that broader profession for which he was being unconsciously 
fitted — ^that of an honest, wise, and truly patriotic statesman. 
During these years, also, his practical education for the future 
was developing in another direction: he was not simply storing 
legBkl lore, he was aequiring the faculty of thought and of ex- 
pression. He thought and talked on the political questions 
that engaged popular attention; he wrote out his views so 
clearly and forcibly as to command for them ready admittance 
to the columns of the local press. He became a ready, dear 
and vigorous writer ; his articles at the same time gaining favor 
for themselves by the spirit of fairness and good humor with 
whidb he approached every theme. He also acquired much 
practice as well as a good reputation as a writer, during his 
employment by the Indianapolis Journal as reporter of the 
proceedings of the State Senate through several seesions. 
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CHAPTER n. 

MAiraOOD^AND PUBLIC LIFB. 

At TwxirrT-Two, hi bxoom^ soitox awd psopuktob or a kx-wbpapxs.— The dsbatiko olvb 
— Qon TO OevaBne.— His xaxdkv BPnoH.—SiroonBiyB BH-BUKmon *o Ck>NOBBBa^-«l8 
o«o«xB Spxakxb or teb Hovbb.— Sbgohd Ixauqjjkll ADDBBae.— AoBoof ram Co^n»Hn>- 

Is NOMIVATKD rOB TUB VlOB PBXBOXirOT.— liKTTBB Or AOOXPTAXCB. 

Having had such training, and having maiufested each 
ability, indastry and energy during these years, we are not 
surprised to find him assuming the propri^rship and editor- 
ship of the S^. Joseph Valley Register in 1846, when only <me 
yjear hsid .lapsed since his attaining his majority. Thus, though 
not a i»ractical printer, not ^' bred a printer," as erroneously 
stated by Mr. Lanman in his Dictionary of Congress, he was early 
a newspaper man, afad was long a sIdllM and influential jour- 
nalist. He continued his connection with his paper until 
within three or four years,— during his first twb terms in Con- 
gress, contributing a regular weekly letter for its colunms. The 
Register in^he hands of Mr. Colfax was always able, oourtdbus, 
dignified, high-toned, in sympathy with the temperance refcHin, 
and whatever sought the best interests and improvement of 
society. 

It was a year or two previous to his purchase of The 
Register that Mr. Colfax began to cultivate with characteristic 
energy the power of expression in public speech, as he had al- 
ready been in training for a facile use of the pen. The village 
debating club^ with its regular weekly meetings through the 
winter seasons, was now the means used, and diligently did he 
use it, being rarely absent from the meetings or uj^prepaied for 
an active participation in the debates. An active member of 
the same club was Hon. John D. Defrees, now at the h^td of 
the Government Printing, between whom and Mr. Colfax 
existed warm friendship, which the lapse of these twenty years 
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has not impaired: Mr. Colfax's skill and power as a popular 
speaker are doubtless largely due to the discipline of those 
winter evening discussions. 

In his early political faith and associations, Mr. Colfax waB a 
Whig, and had become influential in the counsels of his party, 
and when it died he, with many others of its ¥d8est and progrea- 
sive minds joined the new party of i»rc^ess — ^the Bepublican 
party. In 1848, he was a delegate to the National Convention, 
which nominated Gen. Taylor for the presidency, and was one of 
its secretaries. In 1850, he represented his coimty in the Con- 
stitutional Convention which framed the present State Constitu- 
tion, and took an active and influential part in its proceedings. 
He vigorously opposed the exclusion of free colored men from 
settling in the State, which probably occasioned his defeat the 
next year when he was a candidate for Congress; but his marked 
popularity was shown by his being only two hundred and 
thirty-eight votes behind, in a district before largely Democratic. 

In 1852, he declined a re-noipination to Congress, but was 
again a member and secretary of the Whig National Conven- 
tion, and was very active during the campaign both with his pen 
and in the canvass. His district, which he had, by his personal 
appeal two years before, so nearly carried, was now lost by one 
tho'usand votes. • 

In 1854, he was re-nominated for Congress, and elected by 
two thousand majority. The previous Congress, the Thirty-third, 
had passed the famous Nebraska Bill, permitting the extension 
of slavery into the territories. This aroused in the North a 
spirit of resistance, and when the Thirty-fourth Congress as- 
sembled, December 3d, 185?, there occurred in the House 
between the anti-slavery-extension members and their oppo- 
nents a fierce contest for the Speakership whicb lasted for two 
months, until February 2d, 1856, and finally result^ in the 
election of Mr. Banks, the anti-slavery candidate. In the midst 
of this struggle, the situation became such at one time that a 
practical Democratic victory seemed almost certain, when the 
skillful tact of Mr. Colfax happily intervened and saved the 
day. 
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His first speech in Congress was delivered in June, 1866, on 

the bogus VLaws^ of Kansas ; it was a masterly effort, and re- 
ceived the high compliment of being printed and distributed 
to the people of the United States, to the extent of five hun- 
dred thousand copies. *f By way of driving quite home" (says 
the popular authoress of " Men of our Times,") " the truths of 
the case, Mr. Colfax, when he quoted the clause which inflicted 
imprisonment at hard labor wUh iaU cmd ehai/n, upon any one 
who should even say * that persons have not the right to hold 
slaves in this territory', lifted fi-om his desk and showed to the 
House an iron ball of the statutory dimensions (viz., six iDches 
diameter, weighing about thirty pounds), apologizing for not 
also exhibiting the six-feet chain prescribed with it. Alexander 
H. Stephens, afterward Vice-President of the Confederacy, 
who sat dose by, asked to take this specimen of pro^lavery 
jewelry for freemen, and having tested its weight, would have 
returned it. But Mr. Colfax smilingly asked him to hold it for 
him until he was through speaking, and while the pro-slavery 
leader dandled the decoration proposed by his friends for men 
guilty of free speech, Mr. Colfax, in a few telling sentencfes, 
showed that Washington, and Jefferson, and Webster, and Clay, 
had said the words which would have harnessed them, a quar- 
temion of convicts, into the chain-gang." Mr. Colfax closed 
as follows : — 

" Aa I look| sir, to the smiling vaUeys and fertile fields of JCansaa, and witness 
there the sorrowful scenes of civil war, in which, when forbearance at last ceased 
to be a virtue, the Free State men of the territory felt it necessary, deserted as 
they were by their Government, to defend their lives, their families, their property, 
and their hearth-stones, the language of one of the noblest statesmen of the agt$, 
uttered six years ago at the other end of the Capitol, rises before my mmd. I 
allude to the great statesman of Kentucky, Henry Clay. And wliile the party 
which, while he lived, lit the torch of slauder at every avenue of his private life, 
and libelled him before the American people by every epithet that renders man 
infamous, as a gambler, debauchee, traitor, and enemy of his country, are now en- 
gaged in shed^ng fictitious tears over his grave, and appealing to his old supporters 
to aid by their votes in shielding thepa from the indignation of an uprisen people, 
I ask them to read this language of his which comes to us from his tomb to-day. 
With the change of but a single geographical word in the place of * Mexico,* how 
prophetioally does it apply to the very scenes and issues of this yearl And who 
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can doubl with what part7 he would stand in the eoming campaign, If te were 
restored to us from the damps of the grave, when they read the following, which 
fell from his lips in 1850, and with which, thanking the House for its attention, I 
oondudtf mj remarks :^* 

** 'Bat H unhai^jT, we should be involved in war, in diil war, between the two 
Itarties of this confederacy, in which the effort should be, on one side, to restrain 
the introduction of slavery into the new territories, and,' upon the other side, to 
force its introduction there, what a spectacle should we present to the astonishment 
of mankind, in an effort— not to propagate rights — but, I must say it, though I 
trust it will be said with ino design to excite feeling,— « war to propagate wrongs in 
the territories thus acquired from Mexico I It would be a war in which we should 
have no sympathies, no good wishes — ^in which all mankind would be again st us ; 
for, from the commencement of the Revolution down to the present time, we have 
constantly reproached our British ancestors for tiie introdnctioQ of slavery into 
this country.' " 

In 1866, while he was still in Washington, Mr. Colfax was 
again re-nominated for Congress by acclamation and elected by a 
large majority. Each subsequent election has witnessed the 
same result, the present being the thirteenth year of his service 
of his constituents, at Washington. During the Thirty-sixth 
Congress, (two years from March, 1869), he was Chairman of 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Eoads, and did much 
towards extending mail facilities among the new mining com- 
munities of the West, and also in preparing the way for the 
establishment of the daily Overland Mail and the Overland 
Telegraph to San Francisco. 

In 1863, he was elected Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives for the Thirty-eighth Congress, and has been continued in 
the same position by the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth Congresses. 
The House never had a more popular presiding officer since 
Henry Clay; — ^his fiurness, promptness and good nature, com- 
mending him to all. { 

His re-election to the Speakership by the 39th Congress was 
by the largest political majority ever given to a speaker of the 
House. When the vote had been announced by the clerk, all 
eyes were turned upon Mr. Colfax, whose well-proportioned 
figure of a medium size, pleasing countenance often radiant 
with smiles, and style of movement quick and restless yet calm 
and self-possessed, were already familiar from his previous 
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oceapaiicy of the siame official chair* In the cottrse of his 
inaugural address, he said : — 

" The duties of the present Congress are as obvious as the sun's pathwi^ in the 
heavens. Representing in its two branches the States and the people, its first and 
highest obligation is to guarantee to every State a republican form of Government. 
The rebellion having ovecthrown constitutional governments in many i^tes, it is 
yours to mature and^enact legislation, which, with the concurrence of the Execu- 
tive, shall establish them anew on such a basis of enduring justice as will guar- 
antee all necessary safeguards to the people, and afford what our Magna Charta, 
the Declaration of Independence, proclaims the chief object of government — ^pro- 
tection to all men in their inalienable rights. The world should witness in this 
great work, the most inflexible fidelity, the most earnest devotion to the prin- 
ciples of liberty and humanity, the truest patriotism and the wisest statesmanship. 

" Heroic men, by hundreds of thousands, have died that the Republic might 
live. The emblems of mourning have darkened White House and cabin alike ; but 
the fires of civil war have melted every fetter in the land, and* proved the funeral 
pyre of slavery. It is for you, representatives, to do your work as faithfully and 
well as did the fearless saviors of the Union in their more dangerous arena of 
duly. Then may we hope to see the vacant and once abandoned seats around us 
gradually filling up, until this hall shall contain representatives fVom every State 
and district ; their hearts devoted to the Union for which they ar^ to legislate, 
jealous of its honor, proud of its glory, watchful of its rights, and hostile to its 
enemies. And the stars on our banner that paled when the States that they 
represented arranged themselves in arms against the nation, will shine with a more 
brilliant light of loyalty than ever before." 



The unwavering adherence of Mr. Colfax to the cause of the 
Union during all the dark days of the war, and the intimate 
and confidential relations existing between him and Mr. Lincoln 
are well known. Mr. Lincoln freely and constantly consulted 
him in regard to important matters of state, and placed the ut- 
most confidence in his judgment. 

In 1865, he made his famous journey "Across the Continent " 
in company with several well-known gentlemen. He was 
received everywhere on the toute and in the Pacific States with 
*the most generous popular yelcome ; his progress through the 
country was described by one of his companions as a " con- 
tinuous popular ovation." 

The following pen-sketch made of him at that time by that 
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travelling companion* will be read with intereet in this con- 
nection : — 

"As a public man, everybody knows about Mr. Colfax; how prominent and 
useful he has been through six terms in -Congress, and how, by virtue of his 
experience, ability and popularity, he has come to be Speaker, and stands before 
the country as one of its best and most promising statesmen. But tliis is not all nor 
the best of the man. He is hot one of those, to whom distance lends enchant- 
ment ; he grows near to you, as you get near to him ; and it is, indeed, by his 
personal qualities of character, by his simplicity, frankness, genuine good natures, 
and entire devotedness to what he considers right, that he has principally gained 
and holds so large a place in the public arena. Mr. Colfax is short, say five feet 
six, weighs one hundred and forty, is young, say forty-two, has brownish Hair and 
light blue eyes, is a childless widower, drinks no intoxicating liquors, smokes a la 
General Grant, is tough as a knot, was bred a printer and editor, but gave up the 
business for public life, and is the idol of South Bend and all adjacencies. There 
are no rough points about him ; kindliness is the law of his nature ; — while he is 
never backward in differing from others, nor in sustaining his views by arguments 
and by votes, he is never personally harsh in utterance, nor unkind in feeling, and 
he can have no enemies but those of politics, and most of those find it impossible 
to cherish any personal animosity to him. In tact, he is unbounded, and with 
him it is a gift of nature, not a studied art; and this is perhaps one of tlie chief 
secrets of his success in life. His industry is equally exhaustless; — he is always 
at work, reading, writing, talking, seeing, studying — ^I can't conceive of a single 
unprogressive, unimproved hour in his life. He is not of brilliant or commanding 
inteUect, not a genius as we ordinarily apply these words ; but the absenoe'of this 
is more than compensated by these other qualities I have mentioned, — ^his great 
good sense, his quick, intuitive perception of truth, and his inflexible adherence to 
it, his high personal integrity, and his long and valuable training in the service of 
the people and the government Without being, in the ordinary sense, one of the 
greatest of our public men, he is certainly one of the most useful, reliable and 
valuable ; and in any capacity, even the highest, he is sure to serve the country 
faithfully and weU. He is one of the men to be tenaciously kept in public Ufe ; 
and I have no doubt he will be. Some people talk of him for president ; Mr. Lin- 
coln used to tell him he would be his successor ; but his own ambition is wisely 
tempered by the purpose to perform present duties well. He certainly makes 
friends more rapidly and holds them more closely than any public man I ever 
knew ; wherever he goes, the women love him, and the men cordially respect him, 
and he is sure to be always a persenal favorite, even a pet, with the people. 

Another writer, in ^* Putnam's Magazine," says of him : — 

*' His open, pleasant face, has beoome familiar to large audiences throagfaout the 
country, who have listened to his addresses upon political topics, upon the late 

♦ Mr. Bowles. 
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Preflddent Linooln — hj whom he was \faamly loved — ^npon his tour across the oon- 
tinent to the Pacific, or upon subjects connected with the work of the Sanitary 
and Christian Commissions. He is pure in his personal and moral habits, has a 
broad, outspoken, and catholic sympathy with every good work of reform, whether 
political, moral, intellectual, or religious, and has the warm and enthusiastic confi- 
dence of Christians and temperance reformers throughout the country. He attends, 
and we believe is a member of, the Reformed Dutch Church, and is a thorough tee- 
totaler. 

** As an orator, Mr. Colfax is not argumentative, except as dear statement and 
sound judgment are convincing. He rides no erratic hobbies. He demands few 
policies which the average sense of intelligent men cannot be made to assent to on 
a dear statement of his position. He is eminently representative. A glance at 
his broad, well-balanced, practical brai% indicates that his leading faculty is the 
.um of all the faculties — judgment, and that what he bdieves the mi^'ority of the 
people either believe or can be made to believa 

** He knows men well, estimates thop correctly, treats them all fairly and can- 
didly. No man wiU get tlirough his business with you in fewer minutes, and yet 
none is more free fh)m the horrid brusqueness of busy men. There are heart and 
kindness in Mr. Colfax's politeness. Men leave his presence with the impression 
that he is at once an able, honest, and kind man. Political opponents like him per- 
sonally, as well as his political fViends. We have never heard that he has any 
enemies. The breathy of slander has beefl silent toward his fair, spotless, fame. 
The wife of his youth, after being for a long time an invalid, sank to her final rest 
several years ago, leaving him childless. His mother and sister preside at his re- 
ceptions, which for many years have been, not the most brilliant, but the most 
popular of any given at the CapitoL Socially, Mr. Colfax is frank, lively, jolly.'* 

Immediately after the nomination of General Grant for 
President, by the National Union Eepnblican Convention at 
Chicago, May 21, 1868, it became apparent that Mr. Colfax was 
the most popular candidate named for the second place on the 
ticket. While the names of other justly honored and distin- 
guished gentleman were received by the Convention with 
hearty applause, as they were nominated by the several delega- 
tions, a still greater enthusiasm greeted every mention of Mr. 
Colfax's name, until on the fifth ballot, he received the nomi- 
nation for Vice President. 

Through telegraphic communications he was kept constantly 
informed a^Washington of the proceedings of the Convention 
during the ballotings for Vice President ; and a pleasing illus- 
tration of his character on its filial side, is furnished by an inci- 
dent that occurred during^ the reception of the telegraphic 
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repoitfl. As the telegratna were, brought to him, he gathered 
them up and dispatched a messenger with them to his mother, 
saying : " Mother will be anxious to hear the result." 

The following is a portion of hia letter accepting the nom- 
ination : — 



Bm. J. a. Hawlbt, Ptmdmi of (he KatknuU Uwhn R^mbUean OoHneniiotL 

Deab Sir : The platform adopted hj the patriotic CoiiTention oyer which you 
presided, and the resolutions which so happily supplemented it, so entirely agree 
with my yiews as to a just national policy, that my thanks are due to the dele- 
gates as much for this dear and auspicious declaration of principles as for t>^ 
nomination with which I have heen honored, and which I gratefully accept. « 
♦ ♦ ♦ • I do not need to extend this reply by further comment on a 
platform which 'has eUcited such hearty approval throughout the land. The 
debt of gratitude it acknowledges to the brave men who saved the Union from 
destruction, the frank approval of amuesty based on repentance and loyalty, the 
demand for the most thorough economy and honesty in the Government, the 
sympathy of the party of liberty with all throughout the world who longed for 
the liberty we here enjoy, and the recognition of the sublime principles of the 
Declaration of Independence, are worthy of the organization, on whose banners 
they are to be written in the coming contest. Its past record can not be blotted 
out or forgotten. If there had been no Republican party. Slavery would to-day 
cast its baleful shadow over the republic. If there had been no Republican 
party, a free press and free speech would be as unknown from the Potomac to 
the Rio Grande as ten years ago. If the Republican party could have been 
stricken from existence wlien the banner of Rebellion was unf\irled, and when 
the response of ''No Coercion" was heard at the North, we would have no 
nation to-day. But for the Republican party daring to risk the odium of tax, 
and draft laws, our flag could not have been kept flying in the field until the 
long-hoped-for victory came. Without the Republican party the Civil Rights 
bill — ^the guaranlee of equality under the law to the humble, and the defenceless, 
as weU as to the strong — ^would not be to-day upon our Natjpnal Statute Book. 
With such inspiration from the past, and following the example of the founders 
of the Republic, who called the victorious General of the Revolution to preside 
over the land his triumphs had saved from its enemies, I cannot doubt that our 
labors will be crowned with success ; and it will be a success that shall bring 
restored hope, confidence, prosperity, and progress, South as well as North, West 
as well as East, and, above all, the blessings under Providence of National con- 
cord and peace. 

Very truly yours, 

SOHUTLBR COLFAX. 
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